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And  as  I  had  the  principal  hand  in  it,  I  aver,  that 
the  belt  mathematician  in  hell  could  not  have  invent¬ 
ed  a  more  excellent  piece.  I  have  thought,  ever 
fince,  that  the  artful  Falax  aided  his  part  with  as  much 
dexterity,  in  the  formation  of  that  capital  ornament, 
as  when  he  and  we  alfdlcd  our  venerable  friend, 
Mahommet,  in  compofing  the  Alcoran.  But  the  chief 
beauty  of  it  was,  to  fee  our  hoary  friend,  the  pope, 
with  greater  confidence  than  if  he  bad  been  one  oi 
ourfelves,  exalt  his  papal  chair  aboye  all  that  is  call¬ 
ed  God.  So  that  now,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Romilh 
impoftor,  faving  and  damning  depend  no  longer  on 
the  juftice  and  mercy  of  the  Eternal,  but  upon  the 
will  and  pleafure  of  him  who  fills  the  infallible  chair. 

W ere  we  any  thing  but  Devils, whofe  hatred  to T ruth 
is  implacable,  it  would  have  grieved  us  to  fee  how  fnc 
fighed  and  fobbed,  as  if  her  heart  would  break,  when 
the  impoftor  affirmed  the  charaQer  of  infallibility. 
She  knocked  with  violence  at  the  gates  of  the  bifhop’s 
palace  ;  but  there  was  no  admiffion  for  her  there. 
She  begged  and  prayed  that  the  inferiour  ranks  of 
the  reverend  clergy  would  receive  her  ;  but  not  one 
of  them  would  fulfer  her  to  come  under  their  roof ; 
fo  that  the  poor  heayen-born  lady  fwooned  in  the 
ftreets,  and  there  u'as  none  to  aSfilt  her.  Her  eyes 
became  as  fountains  of  briny  tears,"  trickling  down 
her  radiant  cheeks  ;  her  locks  were  difhevelled,  and 
her  apparel  hung  dangling  around  her.  In  this 
mournful  plight  {he  went  through  all  the  ftreets  of 
the  myftick  Babylon,  uttering  her  lamentations  in 
every  publick  place,  and  in  eycry  concourfe  of  the 
people.  But,  as  in  former  times  file  had  piped  to 
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them,  and  none  of  the  worfhippers  of  the  Bead  would 
dance  ;  fo  now  (lie  mourned  to  them,  but  none  of 
them  would  lament.  She  ftretched  forth  her  hands 
all  the  day  long,  but  none  of  them  would  attend  to 
her  ;  the  venerable  pope,  father  of  the  world,  having 
publifhed  a  decree,  that  none  of  them  fhould  differ 
her  under  their  roof,  nor  adminider  the  lead  comfort 
to  her  in  her  calamity,  under  pain  of  the  Rack,  the 
Gibbet,  the  Wheel,  or  Fire  and  Faggot*  Yea  more ; 
when  his  Holinefs  faw  the  importunity  of  Divine 
Truth,  and  perceived  that  fhe  would  be  a  perpetual 
thorn  in  his  fide,  if  not  timely  and  wifely  prevented3 
by  forcing  her  out  of  the  world,  he  clad  himfelf  in  Vul- 
canian  armour,  fought  for  her  in  every  corner  of 
Babylon  ;  when  he  met  with  her,  launched  his  fatal 
fpear  with  papal  force  againlt  her,  that  wounding  her 
fo  deeply,  fhe  fainted  and  fell  to  the  ground,  and  no 

doubt  had  died  if  fhe  had  not  been  immortal.  When 

✓ 

the  mod  holy  bifhop  had  thus  depred  her,  he  cried 
out,  in  devilifh  triumph,  “  I  am  the  fucceffor  of  Peter , 
the  vicar  of  Chrif ,  the  pillar  of  truths  the  porter 
of  heaven ,  and  the  fupreme  head  of  the  church .”  At 
which  words,  Truth  entirely  difappeared,  and  to  this 
day  has  not  been  differed  to  fet  one  foot  within  the 
limits  of  the  papacy. 

Avar.  It  was  a  noble  enterprife  ;  nothing  could 
exceed  it.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  man  who  was 
in-dwelt  by  our  brother  Legion,  and  refided  among 
the  tombs,  was  never  capable  of  coming  fo  near  to 
us  devils  in  cruelty,  deceit,  and  falfehood,  as  that 
fame  venerable  man,  his  infallible  holinefs?  hath  upon 
every  occafion. 

,  •>  . 
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Fast.  Indeed,  Avaro,  Legion,  though  a  many- 
viced  devil,  is  but  a  fool,  when  compared  to  his  ho- 
linefs  ;  but  it  is  highly  necefiary  that  he  fhould  be 
well  qualified  in  devilifin,  feeing  he  is  appointed 
Beelzebub’s  great  vicegerent  in  the  Chrifiian  world. 

Avar.  Great  are  the  abilities  requifite  to  fuch  a 
ftation  ;  and  his  holinefs  pofTclfeth  them  liberally. 
Did  you  ever  hear,  Faftofus,  the  manner  in  which 
our  Italian  fuccefs  was  received  by  Beelzebub  the 
great,  and  his  infernal  nobility  ? 

Fast.  I  fuppofe  I  have  ;  but  I  have  fo  many 
things  to  think  of  that  at  prefent  it  has  efcaped  my 
memory  :  Therefore,  if  you  remember  it,  I  iliall  be 
obliged  to  you  for  the  recital. 

Avar.  With  all  my  heart.  I  alfure  you  it  is 
Well  worth  your  hearing,  for  thereby  it  appeared  that 
his  infernal  majefty  had  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  our  fer- 
vices,  and  conceived  the  ftrongeft  hope  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  his  kingdom  from  the  alliance  formed  be~ 
twixt  the  fublime  Port  of  Hell,  and  the  apoftolick 
chair  at  Rome. 


As  foon  as  fwift-winged  Fame  arrived  at  the  gate* 
known  by  the  name  of  Earth-Gate,  fhe  knocked  vio¬ 
lently,  as  you  know  is  cufiomary  with  her  upon  any 
emergent  occafion.  Our  friend  Cerberus,  the  porter* 
no  fooner  faw  that  it  was  Fame,  but  he  immediately 
fent  a  mefienger  to  court,  to  inform  his  majefty  and 
peers,  that  the  ambaftadrefs  Fame  was  arrived.  Iri 
fhoiter  time  than  a  lawyer  could  frame  a  lie,  kell 
was  all  in  an  uproar,  every  inhabitant  being  big  with 
expectation  of  fome  important  news  from  our  friends 
on  earth.  Fifty  of  the  nobility  were  difpatched  from 
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court,  to  congratulate  Fame  on  her  arrival,  and  to 
conduct  her  in  ftate  to  the  court-end  of  the  city. 
The  mighty  Beelzebub  afcended  the  flaming  throne, 
to  receive  the  ambafladrefs  with  imperial  grandeur  ; 
and  as  foon  as  arrived,  fire  was  introduced  to  his 
fublime  prefence,  by  Lucifer,  prime  minifter  of  ftate, 
and  in  full  court  related  all  that  had  palled  concern- 
ina  the  change  at  Rome  in  the  fyftem  of  religion  : 
Which  defirable  news  was  received  with  all  the  de- 
monflrations  of  joy  damned  fpirits  are  capable  of. 
Fame  having  finifhed  her  relation,  the  mighty  prince, 
who  fat  on  the  flupendous  throne,  arrayed  in  all  the 
majefty  becoming  his  elevated  flation,  lifted  his  war¬ 
like  arm,  waved  the  imperial  feeptre  for  audience, 
and  thus  addrefied  his  courtiers,  his  eyes  blazing  as 
burning  furnaces,  while  he  fpake. 

My  lords,  my  brethren  in  fovereignty  and  fharers 
of  my  glory  ;  from  the  juft  fenfe  I  have  of  your 
fteady  attachment  to  my  intereft  and  government,  as 
hath  always  appeared  from  your  unweaiied  ftudy,  as 
far  as  polhble,  to  deftroy  the  creatures  of  our  arch¬ 
enemy,  whom,  conllrained,  we  call  the  Almighty  5 
and  promoting  to  the  utmoft  our  common  inter  eft 
among  mankind.  From  fuch  confiderations,  I  can¬ 
not  forbear  congratulating  your  higlmefies  on  the 
happy  turn  our  affairs  on  the  earth  have  taken,  by 
the  indefatigable  pains  and  vigilant  endeavours  of 
our  worthy  friends  and  genuine  defeendants,  Faftofus, 
Avaro,  Falax,  &c.  &c.  as  appears  by  the  report  you 
have  juft  now  heard  from  the  mouth  of  our  fwift- 
winged  ambafladrefs,  Fame.  By  the  induftry  of  thofe 

worthy  fpirits}  worms  of  the  earth  are  wrought  up  to 
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Fuch  a  degree  of  pride  and  felf-conceit,  as  to  undertake 
enterprifes  that  we,  who  are  of  angelick-race,  could 
not  accomplish  ;  yea,  even  to  aflame  prerogatives, 
which  never  once  came  into  our  minds.  My  noble 
lords,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this  revolution 
will  prove  a  leading  ftep  towards  a  very  plentiful  har- 
veft.  I  fignify  it  therefore  as  my  will  and  pleafure, 
that  your  highneffes  take  fpecial  care  that  the  lodgings 
at  the  court-end  of  the  city  are  kept  in  due  repair, 
as  henceforth  we  may  expeFi  at  every  term,  numer¬ 
ous  fhoals  of  popifh  priefts  of  all  ranks,  to  take  up 
their  refidence  with  us  ;  and  you  may  be  fure  they 
will  take  it  very  ill,  if  they  are  not  accommodated 
according  to  their  quality. 

“  I  think,  my  lords,  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation* 
that  all  the  miffionaries  we  ever  difpatched  among 
the  heathens,  could  not  prevail  with  poor  pagan 
priefls  to  afpire  to  that  degree  of  impiety,  which  the 
pope  hath  now  affumed.  I  hope,  my  lords,  that 
Truth  and  Holinefs  are  in  a  fair  way  of  being  ban- 
idled  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  this  univerfal  father,  his  cardinals,  legates,  and 
bifhops,  will  exert  all  their  influence  to  promote  our 
intereft  in  the  fuppreffion  of  our  enemies.”  Having 
faid  this,  a  flaming  billow  rolled  over  the  imperial 
feat,  and  fo  ftunned  the  good  old  prince,  that  he 
could  fpeak  no  more  for  a  feafon. 

Fast.  All  thofe  things  I  well  remember,  now 
you  hare  mentioned  them.  But  I  want  to  know 
what  you  have  got  in  that  leather  bag.  You  are 
not  become  nailer,  fure  ? 
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Avar.  This  bag,  fir,  contains  a  thoufand  pounds, 
which  a  ceitaxn  attorney,  a  dear  child  of  mine,  wants 
to  have  depofited  in  iome  place  of  fecurity,  as  he 
v  has  not  at  prelent  an  opportunity  of  putting  it  out  to 
generate,  an  increafing  faculty  with  which  all  his 
other  cafli  is  endued.  This  fame  gentleman  is  a  per- 
fon  of  great  worth,  ready  to  affift  the  rich  and  great, 
provided  always  tnat  his  good  deeds  are  handfomely 
rewarded.  But  fo  cautious  and  prudent  is  he,  that 
he  utterly  abhors  parting  with  even  fofmall  a  pittance 
as  a  guinea,  to  relieve  a  poor  diftreffed  tradefman  ; 
and  indeed  for  this  very  fufficierit  reafon,  that  he 
cannot,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  obtain  land-fecurity  for  his 
money  ;  fo  that  if  the  poor  man  is  ever  fo  honeft 
and  induftrious,  he  muft  even  reconcile  his  thoughts 
to  a  dungeon,  or  feek  relief  from  another  quarter  • 
for  our  worthy  lawyer  would  part  with  no  money  to 
deliver  him  from  it.  His  prefent  fear  is,  left  any  of 
his  poor  neighbours,  knowing  that  he  has  plenty  of 
money  by  him,  ftiould,  by  their  preffing  felicitations, 
over-perfuade  him  to  part  with  a  little  to  help  them 
in  their  diftrefles  ;  for  he,  like  many  other  honeft 
men,  is  determined  to  keep  what  he  has  got,  if  one 
half  of  the  parifh  fhould  die  for  want  of  bread. 

Fast.  By  your  defeription  of  the  worthy  lawyer, 
I  may  expeft  his  children  as  my  pupils  after  his  de- 
ceafe.  I  warrant  me,  Avaro,  before  their  father  is 
half  confumed  by  the  worms,  I  fhall  have  them  bow¬ 
ing  and  cringing  to  me  as  their  god.  I  have  remark¬ 
ed,  for  feme  thoufands  of  years,  that  when  the  parents 
have  worfhipped  the  god  Avaro,  by  giving  themfelves 
up  to  coyetoufnefs;  for  the  molt  part;  after  their  de- 
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ceafe,  the  children  have  made  choice  of  me  and  our 
coufin  Prophanity  for  their  patrons.  Surely,  if  cov¬ 
etous  parents  knew  what  courfes  children  would  fol¬ 
low  when  their  heads  are  laid  low  in  the  grave,  and 
their  fouls  flifl  lower  in  hell,  they  would  quarrel 
with  their  god  Avaro,  or  die  with  grief  on  the  profpedt 

Avar.  Aye,  uncle;  but  there  is  not  one  of  all 
my  numerous  difciples,  who  knows  me  by  my  proper 
name  ;  and  I  am  by  far  too  fubtle  for  them  to  find 
out  the  cheat.  My  Englifh  vaflals,  for  inftance,  com¬ 
monly  worfhip  me  under  the  falfe  names  of  induftry 
or  frugality,  prudence  or  laudable  care  ;  but  there 
is  not  one  of  them  who  can  be  prevailed  with  to  be¬ 
lieve  himfelf  a  worfhipper  of  the  devil  Avaro,  which 
is,  you  know,  my  true  and  proper  name. 

Fast.  Nothing  equals  our  fuccefs  ;  for  you  damn 
the  parents  by  covetoufnefs,  and  we  damn  the  children 
by  pride  and  prophanity.  Good  Avaro,  we  have 
them  hip  and  thigh  ;  it  is  but  a  few  of  all  the  mun¬ 
dane  race  that  we  lofe  ;  and  thole  alfo  we  fliould 
have,  if  they  were  not  forcibly  taken  from  us  :  But 
this  is  one  comfort,  that  if  we  mull  have  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  feeing  any  of  the  human  race  get  fafe  to 
heaven,  we  have  alfo  the  pleafure  of  difturhing  and 
diflra&ing  their  minds  on  their  journey  ;  and  many 
of  them  we  bring  to  the  flake  or  gibbet,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  our  good  friend  Crudelis,  who  prefidesover 
thofe  hells  upon  earth,  known  by  the  name  the  holy 
inquifitions.  , 

Avar.  Hells,  did  you  fay  ?  Right,  hells  indeed! 
One  holy  inquifitor  goes  beyond  an  hundred  of  our 
fraternity  in  die  art  of  cruelty,  which  you  know  is 
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.  the  firft  of  the  learned  fciences  at  Rome.  Such 
wonderful  inventions  of  torturing,  one  would  have 
tiiought,  could  never  have  been  contrived.  What 
Ingenuity  does  the  rack  difplay  !  How  excellently 
formed  lor  excjuifite  torture  !  What  an  apt  refem- 
blance  of  the  infernal  furnace  is  the  dry-pan  !  A  con¬ 
trivance  worthy  the  moil  fkilful  among  the  Beelze- 
bub.an  arLiiis.  .out  their  watery  torment,  the  gag  and 
pitcher,  is  what  raifes  them  molt  in  my  efteem.  Almoft 
every  blockhead  hath  fome  notion  of  a  hell  of  fire; 
but  it  is  peculiar  to  the  (kill  of  an  holy  inquifitor  to 
contrive  a  hell  of  water.  In  this,  Faftofus,  we  muft 
all  knock  under  to  them,  for  indeed  they  are  our 
betters.  And,  to  enhance  their  merit,  their  torments 
are  inflifled  upon  the  unhappy  wretches,  who  fall  into 
their  hands,  under  a  fhew  of  the  greateft  fanQity  to¬ 
wards  God,  and  pity  to  the  unhappy  vidtim  of  their 
cruelty.  And  fo  very  ftriclly  do  they  and  their 
a  {lifting  familiars  obferve  the  rules  of  inviolable  fe- 
crecy,  that  the  world  can  never  know  the  hundredth 
part  of  their  villany. 

Fast.  Secrecy  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  a 
people  fo  much  devoted  to  our  intereft  as  the  worthy 
inquifitors  and  the  reft  of  the  Romifh  clergy  are. 
Were  it  known  to  the  world  what  methods  they  take 
to  aggiandize  themfelves,  and  fupport  the  papal  hie¬ 
rarchy,  the  cheat  would  be  difcovered,  the  fabrick 
would  fall  to  the  ground,  the  craft  by  which  they  have 
their  wealth  would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  their  rev¬ 
erences  be  brought  into  contempt.  / 

Certainly  the  great  Beelzebub  will  deal  gratefully 
with  the  holy  father  at  Rome,  and  his  cardinals,  in¬ 
quifitors 
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quifitors  and  bifhops,  when  they  arrive  in  hell.  For 
my  own  part,  I  fteadfaftly  believe  that  if  our  good 
friends  the  popes  and  inquifitors  are  not  ferved  below 
their  quality,  they  will  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  the 
feats  on  the  right  hand  of  his  majefty’s  throne,  as  our 
friend  Mahommet  and  his  mufties  were  in  thofc  on 
the  left.  And  when  their  extraordinary  merit  is  con- 
fidered,  our  infernal  nobility  will  have  no  reafon  to 
grumble  at  their  advancement  ;  for  nothing  lefs  can 
be  deemed  adequate  to  their  uncommon  merit  and 
ufefulnefs  in  confirming  our  dominion  over  mankind. 
And  fo  fervently  have  they  our  intereft  at  heart,  that 
it  would  be  very  extraordinary  indeed,  if  any  of  them 
flrould  be  loft,  and  fall  fliort  of  our  dreary  abode. 

Avar.  The  bafeft  ingratitude  to  ufe  them  other- 
wife,  Faftofus.  For  my  own  part,  I  {hall  always  give 
place  to  a  pope  or  inquifitor,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  our  fable  fraternity  fo  to  do  ;  for  when 
their  inferiour  fpecies  is  confidered,  it  will  appear 


that  they  not  only  vie  with,  but  even  exceed  the  moft 
dexterous  among  us  in  many  things. 

Fast.  I  am  thinking,  Avaro,  of  the  eafy  {ration 
you  have  got,  in  companion  of  mine.  You  are  con¬ 
cerned  but  with  a  few,  I  am  concerned  with  every 
one.  You  chiefly  ferve  the  higher  ranks  of  people, 
but  I  am  hackneyed  night  and  day  by  all  forts  of 
men,  from  his  holinefs  the  pope  to  the  hermit  in  his 
cell,  from  the  queen  on  the  throne  to  Bridget  the 
farmer’s  maid.  But  was  it  not  that  I  find  my  ac¬ 
count  in  it,  and  by  that  means  am  adored  as  a  divini¬ 
ty,  my  princely  mind  would  never  fubmit  to  fuch 
conftant  drudgery. 
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Avar.  Good  Faftofus,  I  fpeak  it  with  reverence, 
but  you  are  exceedingly  miftaken  in  my  bufinefs.  I 
affure  you,  it  increafeth  every  day  upon  my  hands, 
and  requires  very  conftant  application;  infomuch, 
that  for  thefe  twelve  years  I  have  not  had  time  to 
clofe  my  eyes  for  one  refrefliing  nap.  Ah, uncle  !  I 
am  concerned  with,  and  for  many  ;  and  with  none 
more  than  with  the  fons  of  the  myflick  whore.  This 
old  bawd,  with  the  fcarlet  gown,  hath  many  children, 
who  fwarm  as  locufts  along  the  face  of  many  Euro- 
pean  countries,  and  eat  up  the  good  of  the  land  be¬ 
fore  them.  And  there  is  not  one  amongft  them,  who 
knows  how  to  fpend  a  day  without  my  company. 
When  I  would  gladly  lay  me  down  for  a  little  reft,  one 
or  other  of  them  conjures  me  up  to  inquire  after 
pay  for  this  iuneral  mafs,  that  difpenfation,  or  the  other 
pardon.  For,  you  may  know,  that  with  them  there 
is  nothing  to  be  done  without  ready  cafh  ;  for  they 
never  give  credit. 

Fast.  That  old  proverb,  u  Money  anfwereth  all 
things,”  feems  well  adapted  to  the  tenets  of  your  dif- 
viples,  Avaro. 

Avar.  4  Wonderfully  adapted,  fir  !  very  won¬ 
derfully  adapted  ;  for  money  forwards  their  devotion 
vaftly,  and  helps  them  ftrangely  on,  in  their  way  to 
heaven.  Dear  children  of  mine  I  own  them  to  be  ! 
for,  nptwithftanding  their  pretended  love  to  devotion 
and  the  fouls  of  their  fellow-creatures  ;  if  a  poor 
man  travelling  from  earth  to  heaven,  fhould  happen 
to  be  arrefted  by  any  of  the  officers  of  purgatory,  (who 
make  it  their  bufinefs  to  way-lay  travellers)  and  be 
turned  over  to  the  tormentors ;  if  fuch  a  man  has 
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not  left  i  fufficient  fam  for  purgatorial  mattes,  and 
no  well-difpofed  lay-perfon  is  found  to  fupply  the  de¬ 
ficient  affets  of  the  prifoner,  he  may  lie,  if  it  be  pof- 
fible,  until  he  is  burned  to  tinder,  ere  any  parfon  of 
the  convent  will  put  one  hand  to  help  him  out  of 
thofe  dreary  flames.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a 
fufficient  fum  is  left  for  maflcs  to  be  faid  to  the  lady 
of  Loretto,  St.  Dominick,  St.  Dennis,  or  any  other 
eloquent  faint,  all  the  parfons  will  apply  as  cheerfully 
as  young  dromedaries,  and  put  their  fhoulders  to  the 
work  like  fo  many  bulls  in  a  yoke,  until  they  have 
cleared  him  of  hisprifon.  You  may  always  be  fure 
that  with  them,  according  to  a  well  known  proverb, 

*  It  is  money  that  makes  the  mare  to  go,” 

Fast.  I  pray  you,  Avaro,  where  does  this  fame 
purgatory  ftand  ?  I  have  often  heard  of  it,  but  never 
could  meet  with  it,  either  in  this  or  the  other  world, 
notwithftanding  I  have  fought  it  with  care. 

Avar.  You  have  fought  for  it  in  the  wrong  place, 
uncle  ;  you  fhould  have  ranfacked  the  brains  of  the 
pope  and  his  clergy  ;  for  there,  and  no  where  elfe, 
the  chimera  is  to  be  found.  It  is  only  a  fcheme  to 
get  money,  that  I  contrived  for  them  ;  and  hitherto 
it  has  anfwered  our  higheft  expectations  ;  for  by  this 
craft  the  parfons  have  great  emolument. 

Fast.  This  I  do  know,  that  nothing  is  more  at¬ 
tractive  of  the  attention  of  their  reverences,  than  * 
brilliant  gold  ;  for  the  fake  of  which,  fyftems  the 
molt  abfurd  are  impofed  upon  mankind,  with  the 
fanCtion  of  prieftly  authority.  Indeed,  it  is  prefumed 
that  thefe  holy  men  will  authorife  nothing  but  what 
is  lucrative.  O  the  wonderful  trade  of  prieft craft  ! 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  Avaro,  I  begin  to  think  you  a  devil  of  good 
abilities,  and  an  honour  to  the  race  of  Beelzebub. 

Avar.  I  am  highly  obliged  to  you  for  your  good 
opinion,  fir  ;  and  allure  you,  that  were  you  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  fyftem  of  our  government,  I  Ihould  go 

x  v/ 

near  to  rivet  myfelf  in  your  efteem  ;  an  honour 
which  I  much  defire,  and  in  order  to  which,  I  lhall 
relate  a  certain  affair,  which  wonderfully  difplays  the 
genius  of  prieftcraft,  and  gives  the  molt  juft  idea  of 
the  doflrine  of  purgatory. 

Fast.  I  lhall  be  glad  to  hear  it  another  time,  couf- 
in  ;  but  for  the  prefent  I  muft  be  gone,  to  forward 
iny  lady’s  robes  ;  for  the  mantau-maker  dare  not 
touch  them  before  my  arrival  at  Paris.  Exactly  four 
hours  hence,  I  lhall  give  you  the  meeting. 

Avar.  I  lhall  think  of  the  appointment,  uncle. 
Succefs  to  your  enterprife. 
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Fastosus  £?  Avaro. 

BEING  acquainted  with  the  appointment,  I  chofe 
to  wait  for  their  coming;  but  was  fo  alarmed  at 
what  I  had  heard  and  feen,  that  I  lurked  clofe  in  my 
retreat,  not  daring  to  attempt  any  difeoveries.  At 
the  time  appointed,  I  perceived  them  walking  up  the 
valley  ;  and  as  they  drew  near, 

Fastosus  faid.  Yes,  Avaro,  I  allure  you  there 
was  great  joy  in  the  court  of  Verfailles  on  account 
of  my  arrival,  and  that  both  amongft  the  French  and 
Englifh  ladies  :  The  latter  of  whom  are  the  humble 
fervile  imitators  of  the  former  ;  which  tends  fo  to 
chagrin  fome,  and  give  pleafure  to  others  of  them5 
that  by  this  means  contentions  run  very  high  among 
the  French  ladies.  One  part  complains  of  the  En¬ 
glifh,  as  no  more  than  the  apes  of  the  French  ;  thefe 
are  they  who  wrould  monopolize  all  the  finery  to 
themfelves  ;  therefore  their  cenfure  of  the  Englifh 
ladies  is  not  to  be  regarded.  The  others  boaft  of  their 
fuperiority,  and  are  not  a  little  proud  of  their  do¬ 
minion  over  the  fair  Anglicans,  ;  who,  they  fuppofe, 
dare  not  attempt  to  introduce  fo  much  as  the  pattern 
of  an  headdrefs,  until  it  hath  had  the  approbation  of 
the  French.  But  to  drop  this  for  theprefent,  Avaro, 

l  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  the  ftory  you  mentioned  be¬ 
fore  we  parted* 


Avar. 


Avar.  It  was  this,  fir.  There  was  a  gentleman 
in  Provence,  a  fteady  member  of  the  holy  Roman 
catholick  church,  who  died  lately, -and  as  foon  as  dead, 
his  pious  relations  made  his  death  known  to  their 
reverences  the  priefts,  in  order  to  procure  their  good 
offices,  in  behalf  of  their  departed  friend,  whofe  foul, 
it  was  upon  no  ill  ground  feared,  was  hardly  white 
enough  for  heaven,  and  would  therefore  be  obliged 
to  call  at  Purgatory,  for  an  effeaual  cleanfing,  ere 
he  could  proceed  further  upon  his  journey.  The 
venerable  priefts  no  fooner  heard  of  the  gentleman’s 
death,  than  they  prudently  began  to  confult  the  good 
of  the  church,  and  what  means  appeared  to  them  the 
moft  likely  to  feather  their  own  neft  ;  as  this  muft 
needs  be  done,  either  by  the  life  or  death  of  the  laity. 
This  being  their  foie  intent,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  refer  themfelves  to  my  direction,  and  an  interview 
in  the  apartment  of  the  principal  was  requefted.  Be¬ 
ing  at  that  time  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  immediate¬ 
ly  granted  their  petition,  and  prefented  myfelf  among 
them,  in  the  principal’s  chamber  ;  a  place  very  fa¬ 
miliar  to  me.  The  reverend  old  father  was  no  foon¬ 
er  aware  of  my  arrival,  than  he  arofe  from  his  feat, 
fell  proftrate  before  me,  to  do  me  humble  greeting, 
withal  expreffing  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  my  care 
and  condefcenfion,  in  coming  fo  foon  to  their  affiftance. 

Plumble  falutation  paft,  the  principal  addreffed 
me  in  the  following  learned  manner.  “  Wor- 
fhipful  Prudence,”  for  that  is  the  name  I  am  known 
by  among  them,  “  we  have  an  affair  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  lay  before  you  ;  and  with  the  profoundeft 
humility  will  we  thank  you  for  your  advice.” 


Fast. 
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Fast.  Nay,  Avaro,  if  you  talk  any  thing  about 
that  fame  humility,  I  will  not  flay  a  moment  longer; 
for  I  hate  the  nature  of  it. 

Avar.  You  need  not  be  offended,  fir;  for  the 
gentlemen  in  queftion  have  as  little  of  that  as  your 

heart  could  wifh  for.  It  is  not  the  nature  but  the 

• 

mere  name  of  humility  which  ferves  the  purpofes  of 
prieftcraft  ;  and  which  he  and  his  brethren  fo  much 
admired.  And  yc.:s  know,  fir,  that  the  name  with¬ 
out  the  nature  of  humility  is  nothing  but  pride  in  difi 

•V;  ' 

guife. 

Fast.  Well,  I  am  glad  they  have  no  more  of  it  ; 
for  that  Humility  is  a  fellow  whom  I  abhor  ;  but  I 
thank  my  ftars  it  is  very  feldom  that  I  meet  with 
him  :  However,  when  he  and  I  do  meet,  we  as  nat¬ 
urally  quarrel  as  the  elephant  and  the  rhinoceros. 

Avar.  I  affured  them  ol  my  affiftance,  and  the 
old  parfon  went  on  with  his  ftory.  “  O  !  thou  prieft- 
governing  fpirit,  faid  he,  thou  mult  know,  shat  abo^/v 
eleven  of  the  clock,  laft  night,  a  neighbouring  gentle¬ 
man  went  out  of  this  into  the  other  world,  leaving 
behind  him  an  eftate,  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  devolving  to  an  only  fon,  and  to  this 
convent  has  left  no  more  than  fourfeore  crowns,  for 
the  falutary  work  of  delivering  his  poor  foui  from 
the  dreadful  flames  of  purgatory.  I  do  not  know, 
indeed,  but  our  great  lady,  whom  we  ferve,  might 

be  fatisfied  with  half  the  fum  ;  but  we  thy  fervants 

* 

are  not  fo  eafily  pleafed.  It  is  our  pious  defire  to 
procure  as  much  of  the  young  man’s  eftate,  as  by  any 
means  we  can,  for  our  own  private  ufe  ;  as  none  of  us 
€an  tell  what  we  may  want  before  we  die*  Befides,  we 


do 
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do  not  know  but  fo  large  an  eftate,  devolving  unen¬ 
cumbered  upon  him,  may  be  the  means  of  ruining 
the  foul  and  body  of  the  inexperienced  youth.  Now, 
we,  as  the  holy  guardians  of  his  falvation,  think  it 
neceffary,  for  the  good  of  his  foul,  to  cut  off  as  much  as 
we  can  of  thQ  fewel  of  his  lulls  :  Weil  knowing  how  ' 
dangerous  riches  are  to  the  laity.  Thus,  great  patron, 

I  have  revealed  the  pious  intent  of  our  venerable 
brotherhood  ;  and,  lovely  fpirit,  if  thou  canll  by  thy 
advice  ferve  us  in  this  matter,  we  entreat  thee  to  do 
it  ;  for  our  eyes  are  to  thee,  and  our  hearts  are  open 
to  receive  thy  inftruftions.” 

Fast.  Who  could  have  thought,  Avaro,  of  any 
of  your  ciilciples  being  difpofed  to  fuch  exalted  pie¬ 
ty  ?  However,  it  was  piety  of  the  true  Romifli  (tamp, 
greatly  admired  by  the  venerable  clergy. 

Av  ar.  W ell,  faid  1,  moft  reverend  father,  let  not 
your  pious  mind  be  affliQed  about  the  young  gentle¬ 
man’s  foul.  Let  you  and  your  worthy  brethren  ob¬ 
serve  my  inftmftions,  and  I  fhall  undertake  to  put 
you  in  pofTeflion  of  the  greatefl  part  of  his  eftate  ; 
which,  as  you  juftly  obferve,  will  greatly  redound  to 
the  fafety  of  his  foul. 

i 

Be  fure  that  you  bury  the  old  gentleman,  with  as 
much  feeming  forrow  and  devotion  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  well  paid  parfon  ;  yea,  with  as  much 
feigned  courtefy  to  the  heir,  as  if  the  deceafed  had 
left  you  five  hundred  pounds.  Then  be  fure  to  fay 
mafs  for  him  to  your  lady,  St.  Dominick,  St.  Francis, 

'  or  to  the  faint  of  your  convent,  as  foon  as  poffible. 
That  being  done,  let  a  fkilful  mefTenger  from  your 
reverences  wait  on  the  fon  and  heir,  to  tell  him  that, 

alas  t 
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alas  !  bis  poor  father  is  got  much  deeper  into  purga¬ 
tory  than  was  expected,  on  account  of  fome  fins 
which  he  had  concealed  from  his  confeffor  ;  which 
fins,  becaufe  they  are  hidden,  will  take  a  great  deal 
of  burning,  unlefs  expiated  in  time,  by  frequent  maffes. 
Tell  him  that  you  are  not  certain,  but  you  hope, 
about  two  hundred  crowns,  laid  out  in  maffes  to  fome 
favourite,  loquacious  faint,  may  go  near  to  procure 
his  deliverance.  This  news  will  probably  fo  furprile 
the  youth  that  the  melfenger  will  receive  the  money, 
and  his  hearty  prayers  into  the  bargain  :  For  if  he 
is  a  good  churchman,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  perfuade 
him  that  your  reverences  only  aim  at  picking  his 

pockets. 

Having  received  the  money,  you  muft  take  care 
not  to  go  any  more  to  the  young  gentleman,  until 
the  time  that  all  the  maffes  might  have  been  faid  - 
Then  go  to  him  again,  and  tell  him  that  by  fervent 
application  you  have  at  laft  got  his  father’s  foul  with¬ 
in  a  few  yards  of  the  furface  of  the  flames;  that  you 
cannot  poffibly  reftore  him  an  inch  farther,  until  more 
maffes  are  faid  for  him  ;  and  that  you  think  an  hun¬ 
dred  crowns  worth  more  may,  in  all  probability,  clear 
him.  This  being  received,  take  care  not  to  vifit  him 
again  too  foon,  but  wait  until  another  quantity  of 
maffes  might  have  been  faid.  At  a  proper  time,  go 
to  him  again  :  Expatiate  much  upon  the  piety  of  your 
brethren  :  Tell  him,  that  by  their  endeavours,  his 
father  was  quite  difeharged  from  the  court  of  Pur¬ 
gatory,  and  was  juft  going  to  be  turned  out  at  tne 
heaven-end  of  the  town,  when  it  happened,  mott  un¬ 
luckily,  that  there  came  up  the  foul  of  a  woman, 

‘  whom 
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.  whom  he  had  debauched  in  his  life-time  ;  that  this 
■  malicious  woman  had  brought  an  a&ion  againft  him, 
the  bill  was  found,  and  the  poor  old  gentleman  con¬ 
demned  to  fiercer  burnings  than  before,  which  may 
laft  for  many  years,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  fupply  of  money 
is  granted  to  procure  friends  in  heaven  to  intercede 
for  his  releafe.  This  fcheme  will  procure  you  double 
the  former  fums.  You  know,  father,  hidden  fins  take 
a  great  deal  of  burning. 

Six  Oi  eight  months  afterwards,  go  to  the  young 
gentleman  again,  and  tell  him  that  you  laid  out  his 
laft  money  to  the  beft  advantage  j  that  with  it  you 
procured  half  a  dozen  of  the  beft  orators  in  heaven, 
to  plead  his  father  s  caufe  >  who,  by  their  fervent 
fupplications,  had  at  laft  prevailed  ;  that  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman  was  delivered  from  his  torments,  and  was  led 
in  triumph  to  the  gates,  to  be  difpatched  immediately 
for  glory.  But,  as  his  unlucky  ftars  would  have  it, 
juft  as  the  porter  opened  the  gate,  there  came  up 
the  foul  of  a  mendicant  friar,  whom  the  old  gentle¬ 
man  had  in  his  life-time  unhappily  beat,  and  now 
openly  accufed  him  of  this  almoft  unpardonable 
crime  :  On  which  account  he  was  remanded  back  to 
more  exquifite  torments  than  ever.  Tell  the  young 
gentleman  that  this  unhappy  accident  caufed  fuch 
grief  to  the  brethren,  that  there  is  hardly  any  one  of 
them  able  to  fay  Ave-Maria  ;  and  that  fome  of  them 
intend,  as  foon  as  their  ftrength  will  admit,  to  go  to 
Jerufalem,  to  try  if  by  any  means  they  can  procure  his 
deliverance  at  the  holy  crofs  or  fepulchre. 

You  know  very  well,  reverend  father,  in  what  ten¬ 
der  and  pious  llrain  to  tell  your  ftory  •,  and  to  make 

it 
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it  penetrate  the  deeper,  you  can  filed  a  few  croco¬ 
dile  tears'  over  it.  If  you  manage  wifely,  you  may, 
in  this  cafe,  fell  your  tears  at  more  than  a  crown  each. 

Be  fure  thus  always  to  find  out  feme  impediment  or 
other  to  the  old  man’s  releafe.  You  may  bring  him 
often  to  the  gates,  but  if  once  you  let  him  go  through,* 
all  your  hopes  are  over  from  this  quarter.  Care 
fhould  alio  be  taken  to  inform  the  young  heir  of  the 
tremendous  curfes  the  pope  has  denounced  againft 
thofe  impious  children,  who  enjoy  their  wealth  and 
eafe,  whilft  they  fuffer  their  poor  unhappy  parents  to 
iie  roafting  in  purgatory,  rather  than  pay  the  priefts 
for  delivering  them. 

Fast.  Aye,  Avaro  !  But  what  if  the  young  gen¬ 
tleman  fhould  have  fenfe  enough  to  fee  through  the 
villany  of  the  parfons,  and  courage  enough  to  refufe 
the  money  ?  How  then,  coufin  ? 

Avar.  That  was  what  I  was  going  to  tell  you? 
fir.  For,  continued  I,  if,  fir,  young  Tquire  Great- 
Purfe  fhould  have  fagacity  enough  to  fee  through, 
your  fcheme,  and  deny  you  the  money,  let  one  of 
your  moil  devout  brethren  affume  the  ghoft,  from 
night  to  night  haunt  his  dwelling,  and,  in  an  articu¬ 
late  manner,  utter,  in  the  name  of  the  father  deceafed, 
the  moft  dreadful  curfes  againft  his  undutiful  fon,  * 
who  poffefteth  a  large  eftate  in  peace  and  pleafure, 
whilft  his  poor  father  lies  broiling  in  the  flames  of 
purgatory.  By  thefe  means  you  may  procure  either 
all  or  moft  of  the  eftate  to  yourfelves. 

Fast.  An  excellent  fcheme  !  and,  from  what  I 
have  known  of  thofe  reverend  worthies,  exactly  fuit- 
£d  to  their  tafte  and  principles, 

C  Avar, 
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AV  ar»  Jt  was  fo,  as  you  fhall  hear  i  Tor  X 
had  no  fooner  finifhed,  but  the  aged  father,  who  was 
not  likely  to  live  to  fay  many  more  maffes,  arofe, 
and,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  thanked  me  a  thoufand 
times  for  my  cordial  advice  ;  protefting  that  nothing 
could  be  better  adapted  to  the  end  propofea,  or 
more  agreeable  to  the  principles  both  of  him  and 
his  brethren  ;  affuring  me  that  they  would  follow  my 
directions,  as  invariably  as  Saturn  does  his  orbit 
Fast.  By  this  account  of  the  Romifh  priefts  it 
appears  that  they  are  at  no  lofs  for  merchandife. 
Purgatorial  fire,  holy  water,  maffes,  difpenfations,  par- 
dans,  &c.  are  commodities  which  do  not  require  a 
very  large  capital,  and  yet  are  attended  with  confid- 
erable  profits.  The  great  parfons,  over  and  above 
the  tythe  of  the  lands,  have  very  advantageous  craft 
by  this  means.  But,  between  you  and  me,  coufin** 
it  is  all  the  merchandife  of  the  fcarlet  firumpet. 

A  var.  It  would  be  dangerous  to  our  intereff,  if 
the  world  fhould  know  the  truth.  Then  our  greart 
vicegerent  would  be  worshipped  as  a  god  no  more. 
The  wondrous  beaft,  which  afeended  out  of  the  fea 
of  ignorance  and  error,  would  be  torn  limb  from 
limb,andhiscarcafsbe  given  to  the  hawks  and  ravens. 

Fast.  So  then  I  find  that  you  are  a  papift  as 
well  as  me.  I  myfeif  have  large  concerns  among 
the  clergy,  and  with  none  more  than  his  holinefs  the 
pope,  the  great  parfon  at  Rome  ;  the  parfon  ol  the 
parfons.  This  univerfal  parfon,  though  he  pretends 
to  be  defeended  from  Peter,  my  enemy,  hath  con¬ 
ceived  fuch  a  good  opinion  of  my  abilities,  that  he 

will  not  make  a  decree;  nor  publifh  a  bull;  until  I 

v  have 
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have  put  thefinifhing  hand  to  it.  You  know,  coufin, 
that  I  am  none  of  thofe  who  are  backward  in  fhew- 
ing  their  opinion,  but  readily  dictate  to  all  who  refer 
themfelves  to  my  direction.  As  to  his  holinefs,  not- 
withlfanding  he  is  the  father  of  the  whole  church,  he 
is  my  humble  fervant  ;  and,  as  I  faid  before,  confults 
me  upon  all  occafions.  The  advice  that  I  give,  in 
general,  is,  that  by  all  n^eans  he  take  care  to  keep  up 
his  authority  over  the  confciences  and  liberties  of 
mankind  :  And  the  fame  advice  I  give  to  the  clergy 
in  general.  Hence  every  parfon  attempts  to  reign 
within  his  own  diftrift,  defpotick  and  fupreme  over 
tne  confciences  of  the  people,  who  are  obliged,  un¬ 
der  pain  of  damnation,  to  honour  him  as  the  plenipo- 

and  the  arbitrary  difiributer  of 
bleffings  and  ciirfeso  I  advife  his  holinefs,  at  ail 
events,  to  fupport  his  infallibility  beyond  the  fcripT 
tures  of  truth,  and  his  fupremaey  above  the  laws  of 
God  or  man.  This  fame  advice  I  whifper  in  the  ear 
of  my  clergy  in  general,  who,  to  a  man,  agree  that 
the  fcriptures  fhall  not  pafs  with  toleration,  uniefs  it 
is  drefi;  in  the  garb  of  their  interpretations.  Asfuch, 
and  only  as  fuch,  it  is  impofed  on  their  parifhioners* 
The  good  old  vicar  never  contradiffs  any  thing  I  fay, 
notwithfLanding  he  knows,  at  the  fame  time,  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  be  a  cheat  ;  but,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  follows  the  direffions  of  his  adored  Fallofus  • 
and  never  did  mortal  man  fhew  more  implicit  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  monarch  of  darknefs. 

Avar.  So  then  the  papifts  worfhip  his  holinefs  the 
pope,  and  he  worfhips  the  devil  Faftofus.  Is  not  this 
th^  fy  Item  of  the  popifh  divinity  in  a  few  Words?  uncle  j? 

C  %  F 
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Fast.  It  is  fo  ;  and  a  fyftem  adhered  to  by 
many,  who  are  called  proteftants.  For,  with  fuch 

« c 

love  to  wealth  and  honour  have  you  and  I  infpired 
them,  that  although,  asreafonable  beings,  they  muft 
know  that  the  Almighty  Ruler  will  bring  their  ways 
into  impartial  fcrutiny,  and  judge  them  for  their  fal¬ 
lacious  guile  ;  yet,  for  the  fake  of  worldly  riches  and 
honour,  at  all  events,  they  refolutely  follow  our  direc¬ 
tions. 

Avar.  Aye,  fir,  that  is  the  heaven  of  the  priefls. 
They  both  feek  and  have  their  reward.  The  fat  of 
the  land  is  in  their  poffeffion,  and  they  are  honoured 
as  the  directors  of  confcience.  And  yet  they  are  the 
fucceffors  of  the  Apoftles,  who  had  neither  filver 
nor  gold  ;  and  yet  they  are  the  minifters  of  Jelus, 
who  would  not  receive  honours  from  men.  And 
vet  they  are  the  moft  humble  creatures  that  ever  liv¬ 
ed  ;  and  vet  it  is  death  to  contradict  them. 

Fast.  Having  made  fure  of  the  mighty  father  of 
the  world,  his  holinefs  of  Rome,  to  join  ifiue  with  us 
in  promoting  our  interelt  among  men  ;  I  have  an 
excellent  device  to  infure  all  the  other  ranks  of  his 
dependent  clergy  to  our  mtereft  luce  wife.  The  pa¬ 
triarchs  and  cardinals  are  fure  to  prove  loyal  to  the 
pope,  and,  of  confequence,  to  us,  from  a  hope,  which 
I  have  infpired  each  of  them  with,  of  one  dayTafcend- 
ing  the  papal  throne  himfelf.  The  loyalty  of  the 
arch-bifhops  is  infure  d  by  the  hope  of  a  cardinal  s 
hat,  and  their  right  reverences  the  bilhops,  are  fure 
to  remain  inoffeniive  animals,  in  hope  of  attaining, 
in  fome  future  period,  the  archiepifcopal  a  gmty. 

The  fame  device  runs  through  all  the  other  rani\s  o* 
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the  clergy,  and  thereby  they  are  all  rendered  my 
humble  fervants.  By  thefe  things  it  appears  that  we 
are  likely  to  have  a  very  plentiful  harveft. 

Avar.  Doubt  it  not,  Faftofus.  Beelzebub’s  re¬ 
gions  will  be  well  provided  with  gentlemen  in  holy 
orders,  who  are  fo  dextrous  in  managing  the  cheat, 
that  it  is  carried  on,  unperceived  by  their  adorers. 
Look  ye,  Faftofus  !  who  comes  ?  It  is  Cru delis  ! 
Where  do  you  think  that  deformed  fpirit  can  be  go¬ 
ing  now  ? 

Fast.  He  is  on  the  feent  of  blood,  I  warrant 
him.  By  his  nature,  he  might  have  been  got  by  a 
panther,  and,nurfed  by  a  mountain  bear. 

Avar.  Let  us  call  him,  fir  ;  perhaps  we  may 
learn  fome  news  of  him.  So,  I10  !  Crudelis;  what, 
not  a  word  with  you  ? 

Crud,  Flab,  gentlemen  !  are  you  here  ?  I  did 
not  think  of  meeting  with  you,  my  dear  friends  and 
fellow  deftroyers.  How  do  you  do,  Faftofus  ?  And 
how  do  you  do,  Avaro  ? 

Both.  We  are  pretty  w7ell,  coufin  ;  only  jaded  a 
little  with  conftant  application  to  bufinefs.  But  pray, 
Crudelis,  how  have  you  been  employed  of  late  ? 

Crud.  Employed,  do  you  fay  ?  Never  fear  me. 
I  have  not  been  idle,  I  affure  you.  Do  you  fuppofe 
that  I  can  pick  up  no  game  in  Britain  in  this  goldenage  ? 
If  you  do,  you  are  greatly  miftaken.  It  is  true,  that 
fome  of  the  late  kings  of  England  have  been  my 
avowed  enemies,  and  as  far  as  in  them  lay  have  ex¬ 
pelled  me  the  kingdom.  But  he  they  as  vigilant  as 
they  will,  I  find  opportunity  of  breaking  through  the 


fences  which  they  have  reared  againft  me  ;  when. 
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you  may  be  fure,  if  I  cannot  get  great,  1  pick  up 
fmall  game  ;  of  which  I  can  only  give  you  a  very 
fmall  fpecimen  at  prefent.  In  one  place  I  perfuade 
an  ambitious  child  to  poifon,  or  otherwife  kill,  an 
old  cumberfqme  parent,  who  will  not  die  without  vi¬ 
olent  mealures.  I  prevail  with  a  rogue,  in  another 
place,  to  difpatch  his  woman,  and  her  brat,  to  pre- 
ferve  his  own  reputation  and  eftate.  In  a  third,  I 
fiir  up  an  ambitious  fervant  to  kill  and  plunder  his 
mafler.  And  frequently  I  can  prevail  with  one  gen¬ 
tleman  to  kill  another  in  a  duel,  on  fome  punflilio 
of  falfe  honour.  And  fometimes  I  perfuade  the 
defpairing  wretch  to  lay  violent  hands  on  himfelf,  de- 
ftroy  his  own  miferable  life,  and  by  doing  fo  enter 
upon  another  infinitely  more  miferable.  Then  1 
take  to  my  heels,  and  am  followed  with  a  hue  and 
cry  all  over  the  nation.  But,  thank  you,  I  am  too 
fwift  for  them  all.  I  never  give  them  time  to  fay, 
“  Crudelis  is  here.”  But  they  often  fay,  “  Thefe  are 

the  tricks  of  that  horrid  devil,  Crudelisi” 

!  1 

Yefterday  I  was  attending  a  duel,  which  I  myfelf 
ftirred  up,  (as  I  fuppofe  you  know  that  all  duels  are  of 
my  infligation,]  fo  it  was  here  ;  I  perfuaded*the  gentle¬ 
men  combatants  to  fight  with  fword  and  piftol,  hop¬ 
ing  that  both  would  have  fallen  in  the  aQion.  But 
though  my  defign  was  good,  as  ill-luck  would  have 
it,  it  mifcarried,  and  only  one  of  them  bit  the  ground. 
However,  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the  other  will 
be  hanged  for  the  murder,  and,  if  fo,  then  I  have 
my  defign.  I  affure  you,  gentlemen,  I  ufe  my  utmoft 
endeavours  to  throng  the  nether  regions.  O,  my 
brother  deftroyers  !  I  could  tell  you  fuch  Hones  as 

would 
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would  make  you  blefs  yourfelves,  and  adore  the  prince 
Crudelis.  Thefe  are  but  trifling  things,  thrown  in 
to  whet  your  appetite  againft  the  next  opportunity. 
Then  you  (hall  hear.  But  for  this  time  1  mud  be 
going.  Adieu,  gentry,  for  I  frnell  blood  at  adiftance. 

Fast.  It  is  amazing  what  power  this  deformed 
fiend  hath  obtained  over  mankind.  What  ills,  fo 
very  different  from  the  principles  of  humanity,  he 
hath  by  his  barbarous  infinuations  introduced.  What 
is  very  furprifing,  he  hath  made  mankind  more  cru¬ 
el  to  one  another,  than  we  infernal  fpirits  are  among 
ourfelves.  Fie  ftirs  them  up  to  deftroy  and  devour 
one  another  :  But  we  are  never  known  to  quarrel 
among  ourfelves,  nor  to  make  war  upon  our  own 
race.  Be  that  the  part  of  foolifh  man  :  We  devils 
are  matters  of  better  policy.  This  very  Crudelis 
himfelf,  fanguine  as  he  is  to  devour  blinded  mortals, 
lays  afide  all  his  voracity,  when  he  joins  our  black 
aflembly,  and  is  as  tame  a  devil  as  any  of  us.  Well 
may  you  and  I  dettroy  with  fuccefs,  when  fuch  a  de¬ 
formed  lump  of  hell,  as  Crudelis,  is  made  welcome 
among  them. 

Avar.  -But  with  your  leave,  fir,  as  Crudelis  is 
gone,  let  us  refume  our  difcourfe.  I  remember,  be¬ 
fore  he  interrupted  us,  you  briefly  hinted  that  you 
were  fomewhat  addifled  to  religion,  and  that  you  are 
a  papift  too.  I  was  never  wont  to  confider  you  as 
a  religious  devil ;  much  lefs  did  I  think  that  you  af¬ 
firmed  to  yourfelf  any  of  thofe  diflinOdons,  which 
divide  the  profeffedly  Chriftian  world.  I  thought, 
formerly,  that  the  great  Faftofus  had  dwelt  only  in 
pangs  courts,  with  people  of  foft  raiment,  and  occa- 
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iionally  waited  on  the  nobility  and  gentry,  at  their 
country-feats.  What  !  the  devil  Faftofiis  a  papift 
too  ? 

Fast.  In  reality,  Avaro,  (to  make  ufe  of  a  hu¬ 
man  phrafe)  your  ignorance  is  enough  to  provoke 
the  very  devil.  Do  not  you  know  yet,  that  if  I  were 
not  jack  of  all  trades  and  religions,  I  could  never 
maintain  my  fway  over  men  as  I  do.  I  have  very 
great  concern  in  religious  matters,  I  affure  you,  and 
that  among  more  denominations  than  feme  people  like 
to  hear  of.  Sometimes  I  am  among  the  Pagans,  wor- 
ihipped  as  an  arch-flamin,  and  prefident  of  all  their 
religious  orders.  Very  frequently  I  have  the  honour 
of  filling  the  papal  chair  :  Then  I  am  adored  under 
the  venerable  names  of  Pius,  Innocent,  Benedift,  See . 
accounted  the  univerfal  paftor,  head  of  the  church, 
and  father  of  the  whole  world.  Occafionally,  I  fit  as 
judge  in  the  holy  inquilitive  tribunal,  where  Concu- 
pifeentia  and  I  are  adored  as  divinities.  Now  1  am 
an  holy  muffulman,  and  flyled,  his  reverence  mufti 
Muly  Alab.  Then,  before  you  are  aware,  I  am 
Ihut  up  in  a  cioifter  with  the  nuns  and  friars,  whom 
I  make  more  proud  of  their  pretended  chaftity  than 
a  thoufand  faints  are  of  their  real  graces  :  On  fuch 
occafions.Iamknownby  the  name  of  the  venerable  mat¬ 
ron  Humility.  It  happens,  alfo,  that  I  am  obliged 
to  metamorphofe  myfelf  into  a  capuchin,  or  a  Palme- 
rian  friar,  and  in  that  fhew  of  felf-denial  I  beg  my 
bread  from  door  to  door  :  By  thefe  means  I  teach 
the  fantaftical  devotees  to  be  more  proud  of  their 
awkward  form,  and  voluntary  humility,  than  a  wife 
earl  would  be  of  all  bis  landgraviate.  Anon,  I  change 

my 
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mv  Ration,  and  find  myfelf  an  abbot  of  a  convent, 
where  my  depending  priefts  and  brethren  worfhip  me 
under  the  name  of  the  holy  father.  Then*  very  foon 
after,  you  wilt  find  me  attending  the  worthy  confeffor 
in  his  vifitation  :  When,  to  be  furc,  1  perfuade  nis 
felf-conceited  reverence  that  he  is  well  nigh  as  pure 
as  the  molt  holy  mother  pope.  Joan,  a  fortunate  lady, 
who,  a  few  centuries  ago,  became  head  of  the  church, 
and  mother  of  the  whole  world.  The  hermit,  in  his 
cell,  on  the  mountains  of  Ararat,  frequently  offers 
his  adorations  to  me,  and,  for  my  part,  in  return  for 
his  obfequioufnefs,  I  am  in  no  wife  fparing  oi  my 
exalting  influence.  I  perfuade  the  world-abdicating 
wretch  that  his  folitary  refidence  in  that  holy  afylurn, 
far  more  than  merits  a  manfion  in  heaven  ;  and,  at 
his  peril,  that  he  ftir  not  one  foot  from  thence,  to  go 
down  into  ah  ungodly  world  ;  the  mountain  top,  or 
a  cell  in  the  defert,  being  the  beft  place  imaginable, 
in  which  to  merit  everlafting  glory.  The  worthy 
hermit  admits  my  doftrine  to  be  true,  his  favourite 
paffion  is  gratified,  and  he  obeys  implicitly  my  di¬ 
rections. 

Avar.  Then  his  eremitical  reverence  never 
queftions  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  1  perceive.  He 
knows  not  that  he  carries  a  fpring  of  iniquity  within 
himfelf,  even  to  the  defert,  or  the  mountain’s  top. 

Fast.  No,  no,  he  fears  no  evil  from  within.  It 
he  gets  to  a  diftance  remote  enough  from  the  reft  of 
mankind,  he  can  repofe  the  greateft  confidence  in 
his  own  heart  ;  and  thereby  proclaims  his  folly  to  all 
the  world.  I  affure  him,  that  if  he  will  remain  dur¬ 
ing  life  in  his  cell,  when  he  comes  to  die,  he  will 
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mve  liolinefs  fufficient  for  himfelf ;  and  a  large  re¬ 
dundancy,  by  which  he  may  help  fome  poor  friend 
out  of  purgatory. 


Avar.  Hey  day  !  how  different  was  Paul’s  doc¬ 
trine  from  yours  and  the  hermit’s,  Faftofus  !  He  affert- 
cd  that  by  the  works  of  the  law  no  flelh  living  fhould 
be  juftified  ;  but  you  and  he  believe  that  •  by  the 
works  of  the  law  a  man  may  be  more  than  juftified. 
Yea,  that  by  obferving  of  things  no  where  command¬ 
ed  in  the  law,  fuch  as  forfaiting  fociety,  counting 
beads,  and  mumbling  prayers,  he  may,  not  only  jufti- 
fy  himfelf,  but  help  another  to  jollification. 

Fast.  Ay,  Avaro,  the  hermit  believes  fo  ;  but 
fbi  my  pait  I  believe  no  fuch  thing.  I  know  better, 
though  I  tn us  delude  him.  But  to  pafs  on  with  my 
ftor) ,  I  can  tell  you,  I  have  a  good  deal  of  employ¬ 
ment  among  your  difciples,  coufin,  and  with  them  I 
work  wonders  of  compelled  generofity.  I  meet  with 
many,  who  never  had  the  heart  to  perform  one  virtu¬ 
ous,  benevolent  aftion,  whilft  health  continued  ; 
who,  when  they  perceive  that  they  mull  come  to  a 
reckoning  in  the  other  world,  are  very  affiduous  to 
have  their  accounts  balanced  aforehand.  I  perfuade 
them  to  leave  a  maffy  fum  to  this  hofpital,  to  the 
other  parifh,  or  to  certain  meeting  houfes.  When  I 
thus  direft  the  will  of  devotees,  one  leaves  gold 
enough  to  build  a  chapel  for  our  lady,  a  fecond  doth 
the  like  for  St.  Peter,  and  a  third  for  St.  Dominick. 
Butin  general  they  are  molt  fond  of  faints  of  their 
own  rearing,  the  greateftpart  of  whom  are  now  made 
eonftellations  in  the  nether  fky,  and  courtiers  to  the 
prince  Beelzebub,  Afk  you  me.  Avaro,  what  end  the 
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teflator  has  in  thofe  pious  legacies  ?  X  ted  you,  by 
this  time  he  fees  that  the  manner  in  which  he  got  and 
kept  his  money,  has  not  the  lead  tendency  to  fave 
him  from  deftruftion  ;  and  he  knows  but  one  way  to 
avert  the  impending  judgment  ;  that  is,  to  leave  his 
fo  and  fo  gotten  money  for  the  good  of  the  church  ; 
and  that,  he  is  told,  never  fails  to  fanaify  every  meaf- 
ure  taken  to  procure  it.  Some  of  thole  deluded  tef* 
tators  are  not  without  hope  that,  in  fome  future  peri¬ 
od,  their  names  will  be  enrolled  in  the  pope’s  bible  ; 
and  their  fhrines  adored  in  the  Chriflian  pantneon,at 
Rome,  where  all  the  gods  of  the  papal  hierareny  arc 
enflmned. 

Avar.  Good  Faflofus,  I  really  think  that,  if  the 
papifts  would  aa  in  charaaer,  they  fhould  dedicate 
their  temples  to  St.  ]  udas,  St.  Demas,  St.  Demetrius,  ot, 
Alexander  the  copperfmith.  See.  for  they  are  the  gen- 
pine  offspring  of  thofe  celebrated  heroes. 

Fast.  Their  \:ery  descendants,  coufin.  You  and 
I,  who  know  what  we  fee,  can  difeern  no  effentiai 
difference  between  the  holy  Roman  catholick  relig¬ 
ion,  and  that  of  the  ancient  pagans.  It  was  the  moft 
excellent  device  imaginable  to  introduce  pagannui 
under  the  fpecious  fhew  of  orthodox  and  infallible 
Chriflianity.  And  I  can  tell  you,  there  is  no  eflen- 
tial  difference  between  the  popifh  religion  and  that 
of  fome  feQs  of  very  {launch  proteflants  :  But  theie 
things  we  muff  keep  to  ourfelves ;  for  X  would  not, 
for  ever  fo  much,  our  people  fhould  know  that  the 
popifn  religion  is  diabolic k* 

Avar.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  it  made  out, 
uncle,  how  the  religion  of  fome  proteflants  is  much 
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the  fame  with  that  of  the  papifts  :  This  being  well 
cleared  up  will  yield  me  great  pleafure. 

Fast.  I  can  clear  it  up,  Avaro.  And  fliall,  at  a. 
time  convenient ;  but  not  now.  I  mull  go  and  put 
the  finilhing  hand  to  my  lady  s  robes.  Tomorrow  I 
lhall  meet  you  here.  Adieu.  . 

Avar.  W ell,  feeing  my  uncle  is  gone,  I’ll  go  and 
hide  the  lawyer’s  money  in  a  place  of  fafety,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  iome  bulinefs,  which  I  promifed  to  tranlaff 
for  my  worthy  children. 
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dialogue  III. 

In  ft  delis  (3  Impiator. 

THE  way  being  clear  by  the  departure  of  Paflo- 
fus  and  Avaro,  I  came  out  of  my  lurking  place, 
in  order  to  make  what  difcoveries  I  could  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  which  1  now  knew  to  be  a  rendezvous  for  thofe 
evil  fpirits,  who  fo  dreadfully  have  enflaved  mankind. 
I  had  not  gone  far,  before  my  alarmed  imagination 
transformed  every  thing  1  faw  into  a  devil  ;  the 
croaking  of  the  raven  was  as  dreadful  as  the  voice  ol 
an  hobgoblin  ;  and  the  fhrieking  of  the  owl  as  terri¬ 
ble  as  the  roaring  of  Apollyon.  Every  diftant  bufli 
feemed  to  bear  the  afpeQ.  of  fome  devouring  fiend,  fo 
powerful  was  the  influence  of  my  imagination.  Cu- 
riofity,  however,  had  flill  the  afcendency  over  my 
fears ;  and  I  wandered  from  place  to  place,  Peeking 
for  fomething  new.  At  length  I  faw,  at  fome  diri 
tance,  a  tall  gigantick  form,  {lowly  moving  towards 
me  :  A  form  nearly  as  huge  as  the  fteeple  of  St. 
Cuthbert’s  church,  at  Dulmenfis.  Every  time  he 
contrafted  his  extenfive  chelt,  he  darkened  the  air 
with  the  breath  which  iffued  from  his  expanded  nof- 
trils,  as  pillars  of  fmoke  from  the  chimney  of  a  fire 
engine  :  ■  Smaller  flreams  of  the  fame  darkening  vapour 
came  curling  forth  from  his  armpits,  and  every 
other  pore  of  his  {kin,  fo  that  wherever  he  came  he 
blackened  the  air  around  him, 

Now; 
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Now,  thought  I,  my  life  is  not  worth  two  pence,  if 

yonder  demon  lay  hold  on  me  :  Therefore  I  ran 

with  full  fpeed  to  the  cliff  of  the  fock,  where  I  had 

lurked  fo  fecure  before  ;  and  having  taken  jfanbtuary 

in  tire  fubterraneous  ceil,  I  gathered  fo  much  courage 

as  to  peep  out,  that  I  might  learn  what  was  become 

of  the  terrible  monfter.  I  faw  that  he  was  got  almoft 

to  the  door  of  my  cave.  Frightened  I  was,  you  may 

be  fure  ;  neverthelefs,  I  comforted  myfelf  with  the 

* 

thoughts,  that  fuch  a  tremendous  bulk  could  not  en¬ 
ter  my  narrow  retreat.  He  faid  to  himfelf  (his  voice 
as  he  fpoke  refembling  hollow  thunder)  “  I  thought 
1  had  feen  the  honourable  Faftofus,  and  the  careful 
Avaro  walking  here  juft  now  ;  but  I  might  be  mifta- 
ken  ;  or  if  they  have  been  here,  they  are  gone,  on  our 
great  fathers  bufmefs  no  doubt.  Well,  feeing  it  is 
fo,  I  will  take  a  turn  or  two  in  the  Vale,  and  then  re¬ 
turn  to  mv  bufihefs  again.” 

Nothwithftanding  all  the  tremor  of  any  mind.  I 
was  eager  to  know  whdt  he  was,  and  how  he  came 
hither  ;  but  durft  not  difcover  myfelf,  left  he  fiiould 
prove  a  devil  of  the  cannibal  kind,  which  if  he  ftiould, 
I  thought  that  he  would  fcarce  make  one  mouthful  of 
my  diminutive  carcafs.  But  when  he  mentioned  go¬ 
ing  to  bufinels  again,  I  queried  whether  he  might  not 
be  one  of  Vulcan’s  fmiths,  come  out  of  the  forge  to 
take  a  refreihing  walk  ;  then  I  recollefted,  and  alked 
myfelf,  4t  If  he  is  one  of  the  cyclops,  how  came  he 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  devils  Faftofus  and  Ava¬ 
ro  ?”  I  continued  in  this  dreadful  fufpenfe  for  fome 
time,  until  at  laft  feeing  one  of  his  companions,  he 
entered  into  difeourfe  with  him,  I  found  that  his 
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name  was  Infidel  is,  and  that  of  the  other,  Impia- 

TOR. 

In  fid.  Impiator,  my  child,  how  do  you  do  ? 
I  am  glad  to  meet  my  fori  in  the  Vale  of  Horrors,  in: 
fa  lucky  an  hour. 

Imp.  Hah,  my  worfhi'pful  father,  Infiddis  !  Am 
I  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with  yom  here  ?  My  ven¬ 
erable  fire,  how  do  you  do  ? 

In  fid.  1  thank  you,  fon,  very  well.  Notwith- 
ftanding  my  great  age,  and  hurry  of  bufinefs,  I  do 
not  find  the  leaft  decay  in  my  coniiitution,  but  rath¬ 
er  feem  to  grow  ftronger  ;  and  indeed  there  is  a  pre¬ 
diction  on  record,  that  I  fhall  be  ftrongeft  at  the  lad. 

What  pleafure  does  it  give  me*  my  dear  Infpia- 
tor,  to  hear  that  you  are  fo  fuccefsful  in  enfnaring, 
the  minds,  and  corrupting  the  morals  of  mankind* 
throughout  every  nation  of  the  world.  If  what  I  hear 
of  you  be  true,  you  approve  yourfelf  a  right  chip  of 
the  old  block.  I  rejoice  that  fome  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  people  are  fo  fubjeCted  to  your  fway.  I 
am  told  that  many,  even  of  the  profeffors  of  religion* 
fondly  carefs  you,  my  foil. 

Imp.  Indeed,  fir,  it  muft  not  be  denied  that  my 
kingdom  is  in  a  growing  condition*  all  over  the 
world.  I  think  I  was  hardly  ever  fo  much,  and  nev¬ 
er  more  carelfed  than  I  am  now.  Even  in  pagan  na¬ 
tions,  heretofore  remarkable  for  uprightnefs  and  term 
perance,  I  have  introduced  the  fafhiopablc  vices  of 
the  Chriftian  world  :  So  that  an  Indian  will  drink 
and  fwear  even  with  an  Englifhman  %  and  lie  and 
cheat  as  faft  as  a  Gaul  or  an  Hollander.  Greatly 
am  I  beholden  to  a  certain  company  for  ioftruCting  th& 
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eaftern  world  in  the  learned  arts  of  violence,  rapine 
and  murder.  Not  to  dwell,  however,  on  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  the  pagans  to  the  vices  of  nominal  Chriftians, 
much  improvement  has  been  made  even  in  Chriften- 
dom  itfelf,  of  which  take  the  following  inllances  out 
of  many  that  might  be  given. 

It  is  not  a  vaft  number  of  years  fince  your  fon 
Impiator  was  held  in  perfect  difdain  in  Scotland  ;  but 
now  I  have  chofen  many  legions  of  the  Caledonians 
for  myfelf.  I  think  I  ought  rather  to  fay,  that  being 
quite  tired  of  the  fervice  of  Sobriety,  a  prince  of  an¬ 
other  family,  they  made  choice  of  me  for  their  ruler. 
But  you  know,  father,  that  I  am  no  fcholar,  therefore 
improprieties  in  my  fpeech  are  not  at  all  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at.  However,  I  have  reduced  the  Scotch,  to 
fuch  a  veneration  for  my  once  hated  perfon,  that 
they  have  cordially  embraced  the  ornamental  vices 
of  the  Englilh  nation  ;  fuch  as  fabbath-breaking, 
whoring,  drunkennefs,  fwearing,  gambling,  &c.  but 
whether  they  will  be  as  fuccefsful  in  obtaining  pen- 
fions  from  the:  government,  after  they  have  gambled 
away  their  elbates,  is  not  fo  eafy  to  determine.  The 
conqueft  of  the  Scotch,  fir,  is  the  more  agreeable  to 
me,  becaufe,  as  I  faid,  there  was  a  time,  when  thofe 
vices  were  hardly  fo  much  as  known  in  that  country ; 
now,  who  but  Prophanity  in  all  their  towns  ?  Noram 
I  without  my  worfhippers  in  the  country,  even  among 
their  prefbyte  rian  parfons  themfelves. 

In  fid.  Glad  am  I  that  my  lovely  child  has  fub- 
dued  the  ftubborn  Scotch.  For  1  well  know  that 
the  prefbyter ians  there,  refilled  your  influence  long 
after  I  had  e;re£led  my  ftandard  in  the  land;  yea,  ah 
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ter  multitudes  flocked  to  it,  and  fwore  allegiance  to 
the  great  Infidelis.  But  how,  my  fon,  halt  thou 
fb  happily  accomplished  this  change  ? 

Imp.  Really,  fir,  I  obtained  help  from  a  quarter 
whence  there  was  not  the  greateft  reafon  to  cxpeft  it. 
I  mean  from  the  parfons,  the  fpiritual  guides  of  the 
people.  It  happened  thus  :  The  parfons  of  the  kirk 
quarrelled  among  themfelves,  and  divided  into  two 
parties.  One  of  which  forfook  their  mother  kirk, 
and  very  folemnly  delivered  up  the  other  party  to 
the  devil  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  reverend  gentle¬ 
men,  who  abode  in  the  kirk,  in  the  like  fpirit  of  de¬ 
votion,  delivered  up  the  fchifmaticks,  paffori  and  peo¬ 
ple,  to  Beelzebub.  Beelzebub,  who  you  know  is  nev¬ 
er  backward  in  receiving  a  gift  of  this  kind,  finding 
that  all  the  prelbyterians  in  Scotland  were  thus  in  full 
tale  made  over  to  him,  laid  his  hands  upon  as  many 
of  them  as  he  could  conveniently  reach,  and  made 
fuch  ufe  of  them  as  greatly  affifted  my  operations. 
Little  was  now  to  be  heard  in  the  pulpit,  except  rail 
mg,  fcolding,  calling  ill  names,  and  toiling  anathemas, 
from  one  party  to  the  other.  Thus  while  they  went 
on  bandying  curfes,  we  went  on  perfuading  the  peo¬ 
ple  that  religion  is  a  farce,  and  that  true  happiriefs 
confifts  in  prefent  gratification  ;  and  this  doddne, 
readily  affefting  the  heart  and  fenfes,  was  eagerly  re¬ 
ceived,  and  my  government  eftabliffie'd. 

I n  f  1  d.  It  was  a  favourable  juncture  indeed  ; 
and  I  have  often  remarked,  that  if  there  was  any  turn 
of  religious  affairs  much  in  our  favour,  for  the  mofl 
part,  we  have  parfons  to  thank  for  their  affiftance  in 
a*.  Many  mffances. of  this  might  be  given.  But  I 
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pray  thee,  my  fon,  didft  thou  ever  hear  of  my  original, 
and  the  nature  of  my  government  ? 

Imp.  No,  not  I  indeed.  You  know,  fir,  I  was 
born  with  evident  figns  of  fiupidity,  and  therefore 
could  never  read  ;  and,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  all  my 
cares  are  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  without  inquiring  into 
either  originals  or  terminations. 

In  fid.  All  this  I  know,  my  child.  But,  as  we 
are  fecure  from  mortal  auditors,  being  in  Horrida 
Vallis,  if  you  can  fpare  a  little  time,  I  will  give  you 
fome  account  of  my  rife  and  progrefs,  Perhaps  it 
may  have  a  happy  tendency  to  promote  your  dellruc- 
tive  defigns,  and  fo  {Lengthen  the  pillars  of  the  ele¬ 
vated  throne  of  great  Prophanity.  What  I  relate,  you 
may  depend  upon  for  truth  :  For  although  we  feldom 
fpeak  any  thing  but  lies  to  mankind,  one  devil  may 
well  enough  depend  upon  the  word  of  another. 

Imp.  Yes,  that  we  may,  fir ;  and  I  prefume  if  man¬ 
kind  were  to  hear  what  pafleth  at  our.  private  confer¬ 
ences,  they  would  not  continue  long  fo  fond  of  our 
fervice  as  they  are  at  prefent.  As  to  your  flory,  fir, 
I  am  ready  to  hear  it.  Perhaps,  as  you  fay,  I  may 
profit  by  it. 

In  fid.  Well  then,  my  fon,  you  will  obierve  that 
I  am  of  a  very  great  age,  well  nigh  as  old  as  this 
world,  which  you  fee  is  worn  quite  threadbare,  and 
will  in  a  little  time  be  folded  up  as.  an  olo  garment  oi 
no  ufe..  As  to  my  original,  I  can  tell  you  that  I  am 
well  defeended  ;  of  royal  lineage,  I  allure  you.  Great 
Beelzebub  himfelf  begat  me,  and  my  fitter  Ignoran- 
tia,  on  Eve,  the  mother  of  all  living  on  earth.  TV  hen 

I  came  to  years  of  maturity,  he  gave  me  Ignorantia, 

my 
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my  fellow  twin,  to  wife  ;  and  by  her  I  had  you, 
with  your  worthy  brethren,  Avaro,  Falax,  Crudelis, 
and  your  filters  Perfidia,  Concupifcentia,  See.  At  the 
fame  time  my  elder  brother  Faltofus,  who  had  In- 
feientia,  a  lady  of  remarkable  beauty,  given  him  to 
wife,  begat  on  her  Ambitiofus,  Contumax,  Difcor- 
dans,  and  their  filters  Malevolentia,  Iracundia,  and  a 
large  train  of  excellent  worthies,  famous  in  the  annals 
of  the  nether  regions. 

As  foon  as  I  was  born  I  Hood  up  like  a  Itupendous 
wall,  betwixt  the  Creator  and  the  creature,  fo  that 
blelfings,  of  a  fpiritual  kind,  could  not  defeend  from 
God  to  man,  nor  could  obedience  afeend  from  man 
to  God.  One  of  the  nrft  things  I  did  was  to  maim 
their  moral  powers,  and  accomplilh  an  union  betwixt 
them  and  my  great  father  Beelzebub.  Such  an  union 
I  did  eftablifh,  as  nothing  natural  lhall  ever  be  able 
to  dilfolve. 

Imp.  Hah,  my  fire,  you  began  very  early  indeed. 
You  fpent  little  idle  time  in  your  infancy  ;  and  prov¬ 
ed  very  fuccefsful  in  your  fir  ft  ©nterprife  too  ! 

Infid.  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain  for  want 
of  fuccefs,  I  allure  you.  But  you  {hall  hear.  The 
Very  moment  I  was  brought  forth,  the  great  Beel¬ 
zebub  gazed  upon  me  with  all  the  admiration  of  a 
father  infernal,  and  faid,  that  I  was  the  lovelieft  babe 
his  eyes  ever  beheld.  Multitudes  of  his  Mftemnenl- 
als,  flocking  together,  were  likewife  aftonilhed  at  my 
Beauties.  Such  majeftick  grace  difplayed  itfel  f  in  my 
countenance,  though  then  but  an  infant,  that  all  agreed 
66  ^  was  lather  s  own  child/’  Moreover,  fuch  were 
dieir  hopes  of  my  ufefulnefs,  that  great  Beelzebub, 
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and  his  peers,  did  what  they  could,  fparing  neither 
pains  nor  expenfe,  to  have  me  tranfported  to  hell,  to 
be  nurfed  up  at  the  infernal  court  ;  believing  that 
my  prefence  would  greatly  alleviate  their  diftrefs, 
and  prevent  their  trembling  on  the  thoughts  of  futu¬ 
rity.  But  my  confiitution  being  altogether  earthly, 
it  v7as  found  by  experience  that  the  infernal  air  wras 
too  hot  for  me,  and  that  I  could  not  live  within  the 
confines  of  the  damned.  Earth*  my  child,  only 
earth  is  my  habitation.  Here  I  was  born,  and  here 
I  fuppofe  I  mull  die. 

Imp.  With  your  leave,  father,  I  think  I  have 
fomewhere  heard,  that  all  who  are  now  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  deep  are  unbelievers.  How  comes  this 
to  pals,  if  the  great  Infidelis  cannot  live  in  tnofe  tor¬ 
rid  regions. 

In  fid.  I  perceive,  child,  that  you  are  no  great 
proficient  in  theology.  As  for  me,  I  have  dealt  again!! 
divine  matters  all  my  days.  It  is  your  province  to 
counteract  moral  principles,  not  interfering  much 
with  things  divine  ;  and  my  province  to  oppofe  truth* 
rather  than  promote  immorality  ;  therefore  I  fhall 
inform  you  how  it  comes  to  pafs.  Know  then,  that 
what  a  man  is  w7hen  he  dies,  fuch  he  is  in  the  eye  of 
the  moral  law7  to  all  eternity  ;  for  death  calls  the  die, 
and  in  the  fame  polture  in  w7hich  the  tree  falls  it 
miiil  li&  forever  :  But  with  unbelief  they  nevermore 
agree.  For  inltance,  many  of  them,  whillt  on  earth, 
could  not  be  prevailedon  to  believe  that  there  is  a  God  ; 
but  in  hell  they  are  feelingly  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  this  doftrine.  Now  they  believe  that  there 
is  a  terrible  God3  and  that  they  are  lallen  into  his 
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dreadful  hands.  Search  hell  through  all  its  corners, 
ranfack  every  furnace  in  the  fiery  world,  and  you 
will  find  never  an  atheifl  therein.  Others,  whillt  on 
earth,  were  not  quite  fo  llupid  as  to  imagine  that  this 
beautiful  world,  and  all  things  therein,  came  into  ex¬ 
igence  of  themfelvcs,  and  that  the  economy  of  na¬ 
ture  is  wholly  effected  by  chance  :  Therefore,  they 
alfented  to  the  being  of  God  ;  but  deemed  it  enthu- 
fiafm  to  fuppofe  that  this  God  Ihould  fubjeft  his  crea¬ 
tures  unto  a  written  law.  They  fneered  at  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  fcriptures  ;  ridiculed  every  part  of  in- 
fiituted  worfhip  ;  and  gloried  in  their  infidelity. 
But  now  they  are  fentenced  to  hell,  and  have  had  a 
fpecimen  of  eternal  torment,  they  mod  fincerely  be¬ 
lieve  the  veracity  of  the  fcriptures  ;  finding  themfelves 
to  have  been  judged  according  to  what  is  written  in 
them.  Others,  whillt  health  and  flrength  continued 
with  them,  fuppofed  God  was  only  jelling,  when  he 
threatened  the  finner  with  the  vengeance  of  eternal 
fire  ;  but  now  they  are  in  hell,  enduring  that  ven¬ 
geance,  they  verily  believe  that  he  was  in  earneft. 
In  Ihort,  fon,  many  of  them  dilbelieved  that  there  is 
either  God  or  devil,  heaven  or  hell  ;  but  now,  all 
thefe  things  are  certain,  even  to  demonllration,  with 
them  ;  they  having  been  driven  to  alfociate  with  the 
peers  of  darknefs. 

The  very  bell  of  hiftorica!  faith  is  to  be  found  in 
hell.  There  are  millions  now  inhabiting  there,  who, 
when  on  earth,  could  boaft  that  they  had  good  hearts, 
■nid  believed  well  all  their  days,  but  who  never  be¬ 
gan  in  reality  to  believe  the  report  of  the  Bible,  until 
they  tailed  the  fulphur  of  the  lake.  Then  they  be- 
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sieved  very  fmcerely,  though  very  much  againft  their 

inclination.  Now  do  you  underhand  me,  when  1 

tell  you  that  unbelief  cannot  live  in  hell  ? 

<•* 

Imp.  Yes;  but  you  amaze  me,  hr  !  I  never  heard 
lo  much  before.  What  a  learned  devil  you  are  ! 
The  famous  pope  Hellbrand  himfelf  could  not  have  dil- 
cuffed  the  fubjeft  with  greater  accuracy.  One  may 
fee  from  you  what  it  is  to  be  converfant  with  popes, 
councils,  convocations,  and  the  clergy.  But  in  our 
country  all  the  converfation  runs  upon  horfe-courf- 
ing,  card-playing,  cock-fighting,  fox-hunting,  whore- 
making,  fwearing,  lying,  cheating,  and  drinking.  Not 
a  word  about  religion,  unlefs  it  is  to  damn  the  parfon 
for  a  lanflified  hypocrite.  And  more,  fir,  I  never 
knew  that  I  had  fo  many  brethren  and  filters  before. 
Right  well  I  knew  that  I  was  begotten  by  you  ;  but 
I  looked  on  myfelf  as  your  only  fon  by  Ignorantia, 
my  mother.  Thofe  honourable  fpirits,  whom  you 
mention  as  my  brethren,  I  always  took  to  have  been 
fons  to  Beelzebub,  your  brethren  and  my  uncles.  I 
fhould  never  have  thought  of  a  fraternal  relation  fub- 
fifting  between  them  and  mvfelf,  in  any  other  way 
than  co-operation. 

In  fid.  You  have  been  greatly  mifiaken,  Impia- 
tor  ;  for  Beelzebub  never  begat  a  fon  befides  myfelf, 
and  my  brother  Faftofus,  who  isfomething  older  than 
I.  I  am  aware  that  there  are  fbme  who  allege  that  Con- 
tumax,  Crudelis,  Difcordans,  &c.  are  the  natural 
children  of  the  great  Beelzebub  :  But  it  is  a  miftake; 
for  they  are  onlv  his  grand-children,  ions  to  my  broth- 

J  s  C?  * 

er  Faftofus.  The  very  moment  that  Contumax  was 
brought  forth,  our  great  father  Beelzebub,  with  all 
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his  adherents,  were  call  down  from  the  ineffable 
heights  of  primeval  glory,  to  the  depths  of  bottomlefs 
perdition  ;  and,  according  to  a  certain  hiftorian,  were 
nine  natural  days  in  falling.  Now,  my  dear  Impia- 

tor,  by  this  account,  Contumax  is  your  coufin,  and 

*  #  • 

my  nephew.  So  that  you  are  not  only  a  brother  in 
government  with  thofe  illuftrious  princes  ;  but  fprung 
from  the  fame  famous  anceftors  with  them. 

Imp.  Indeed,  fir,  I  am  aftonifhed  at  your  ftory  ; 
but  you  know  that  I  am  no  fcholar,  and  that  ought 
to  excufe  for  my  ignorance  of  matters  fo  profound. 
Befides,  fuch  things  very  feldom  make  a  great  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind,  being  quite  out  of  my  latitude. 
However,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  yourexten- 
five  government  was  eftablifhed  ? 

In  fid.  How  it  elates  mv  mind,  to  hear  my  dear 
Impiator  exprefs  defire  after  inftruCtion  !  1  will  in¬ 
form  you  as  far  as  I  myfelf  have  known.  My  king¬ 
dom,  which  is  indeed  extenfive,  was  eftablifhed  as 
follows.  As  foon  as  I  was  born,  I  began  to  call  in 
queftion  the  truth,  goodnefs,  and  authority  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  ;  and  in  every  refpeCt  fet  myfelf  to  oppofe 
the  Eternal,  by  contradicting  every  word  which  he 
fpake  to  man. 

For  inflance,  when  God  faid  to  man,  a  Thou  fhalt 
not  eat  of  the  fruit  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  tree  although 
then'in  my  infancy,  I  ftepped  up  to  man,  and  thus 
interrogated  him  :  Hath  God  indeed  faid  fo  ?  Are 
you  fure  of  it  ?  Are  you  not  miftaken,  think  you  ? 
You  mult  needs  have  mifunderftood  him  ;  for  it  can¬ 
not  be  confident  with  the  goodnefs  of  fuch  a  being  as 
God  is,  to  forbid  your  eating  the  fruit  of  fuch  a  di- 
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vine  tree.  And  as  God  had  faid,  u  In  the  day  you  eat 
thereof  you  fhall  furely  die,'’  I  addrefied  myfelf  to 
man  after  this  manner.  Die  too  !  nay,  ye  fhall  not 
die.  That  is  only  an  empty  threatening,  to  keep 
your  consciences  in  awe  ;  for  God  doth  very  well 
know,  that  if  you  eat  of  that  precious  fruit  ye  fhall 
he  Gods,  like  himfelf,  having  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil.  For  this  it  is  that  he  hath  prohibited  the  ufe 
of  this  divine  tree.  My  brother,  Faflofus,  alfo  per¬ 
formed  wonders  on  this  occasion.  By  thefe  means  I 
brought  over  man  to  my  obedience.  Thus  I  eftab- 
lifted  mv  intereft  upon  earth,  and  hitherto  I  have 
maintained  it.  With  fafety  may  I  fay  that  my  good 
friends,  both  parfons  and  people,  to  this  day,  love  me 
as  their  lives,  and  at  any  time  fooner  take  the  b^re 
word  of  the  adored  Infidelis,  than  the  word  and  oath 
of  the  God  of  Heaven. 

Imp.  Why,  fir,  you  began  from  a  child  to  work 
the  delightful  works  of  darknefs. 

In  fid.  Yes,  I  am  the  oldeft  of  all  the  Beelze* 
buoian  offspring,  Faflofus  alone  excepted  ;  and  I 
yield  in  point  of  government  to  none  of  the  princes. 
Faflofus  and  d,  indeed,  have  a  difpute  between  us, 
concerning  the  extent  of  our  earthly  territories.  I 
can  freely  allow  him  the  pre-eminence  with  refpebt  to 
his  anselick  dominions  :  but  I  can  never  be  brought 
to  own  that  his  fway  over  mankind  is  more  extenfive 
than  mine,  nor  yet  more  fovereign.  I  yield  to  none 
in  this  debate  ;  for  all  men  are  concluded  under  my 
government  :  And  what  makes  greatly  for  my  inter¬ 
eft  is,  the  far  greater  part  of  them  cannot  be  perfuad- 
ed  that  I  have  any  real  cxiftence.  Thus  it  is,  my 
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dear  Impiator,  I  reign  almoft  univerfally  over  man¬ 
kind,  and  they  perceive  it  not.  Many  thoufands  of 
thof;  good  people,  who  believed  nothing  of  my  ex¬ 
igence,  and  who,  in  their  own  imagination,  had  be¬ 
lieved  well  all  their  days,  have  I  conducted  very  fafe- 


1  y  down  to  the  dark  abodes  of  ever-growing  anguifh. 
Within  which  they  were  no  fooner  entered  and  be¬ 
gan  to  tulle  of  the  entertainment,  than  they  were  fully 
convinced  that  they  never  had  believed  aright.  It 
is  the  unparalleled  dexterity  of  our  adrniiuiliatiou, 
that  all  our  works  are  performed  in  obfeurity.  And 
let  me  tell  thee,  child,  it  will  require  a  better  light, 


than  any  natural  ray  of  the  human  undemanding,  to 
trace  and  dete£l  our  deep  intrigues.  Thus  far,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  myfelf  and  government.  I  fhall  take  it  kind 
if  you  will,  in  your  turn,  oblige  me  with  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  yours,  my  fon. 

Imp.  Yes,  fir,  your  command  fhall  be  inilantly 


obeyed  ;  yet  upon  this  condition  only,  that  you  ex- 
cufe  my  inaccuracies  ;  becaule  I  know  myfelf  to  be 
the  molt  illiterate  devil  of  the  fraternity,  and  cannot 
fpeak  like  the  courtly  Faftofus,  the  reverend  Infidelis, 
or  the  intelligent  Falax. 

In  fid.  No  apologies,  Impiator.  We  all  know 
that  neither  you,  nor  your  difciples,  have  any  talle 
for  learning.  Therefore,  we  expecl  not  to  hear  you 
fpeak  as  an  orator,  but  as  a  plain  illiterate  devil. 

Imp.  Then  I  proceed.  My  kingdom  doth  not 
conlift  of  all  the  land  known  by  the  name  of  Impiety- 
Real,  as  fome  geographers  allege,  feveral  provinces 
being  made  over  by  treaty,  to  my  uncle  Faftofus  ; 
fuch  as  the  provinces  of  Civility,  Legality,  Prefump- 

;  .  tion, 
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non,  and  Formality.  I  reign  openly,  only  over  the 
land  called  Impiety-Enormous  ;  and  in  our  country 
the  laws  are  as  black  as  the  bottomlefs  pit ;  for  there, 
iniquity  is  eftablilhed  by  authority.  As  to  the  reft 
of  my  kingdom,  it  was,  like  all  the  branches  of  Beel¬ 
zebub’s  government,  accomplifhed  by  fubtilty  and 
guile.  Forman,  confidered  Amply  as  a  creature,  could 

never  have  been  fubjefted  to  my  fway  ;  for  this  rea- 
lon  I  was  put  to  my  flints,  to  find  out  fbme  proper 
method  for  introducing  my  regal  power. 

So  violent  was  the  oppofition  to  it,  that  my  brain 
was  put  to  the  utmoft  torture  ;  and  after  all  I  fhould 
have  been  obliged  to  return  to  my  native  country, 
with  my  finger  in  my  mouth,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  timely  affiftance  I  received  from  my  worthy 
frienus  ana  relations.  My  good  old  mother,  who, 
you  know,  hath  an  excellent  hand  at  a  dead  lift, 
by  means  peculiar  to  herfelf,  kicked  up  fuch  a 
duff  as  almoft  put  out  the  eyes  of  one  of  the 

molt  vigilant  and  formidable  of  my  numerous 

* 

adverfaries  :  A  captain,  from  whofe  hand  I  had 
much  to  fear.  His  name  was  Xntelleftus.  From 
that  time  to  this,  he  hath  been  incapable  of  difcern- 
ing  my  deformities,  and  the  danger  to  which  men 
are  expofed  by  my  dominion.  And  what  makes  ve¬ 
ry  much  for  me,  the  old  gentleman  can  hardly  be 
perfuaded  but  his  eye-fight  is  now  as  good  as  ever  it 
was.  I  heed  not  tell  you  the  advantages,  thatrefult- 
ed  to  me  from  this  his  deception.  At  the  fame  time 
my  worthy  uncle,  Faftofus,  came  up  to  the  fecond,  a 
fturdy  chief,  whofe  name  was  Volens,  as  tradition  fays, 
and  he  gave  his  back  a  molt  dreadful  wrench,  info- 

much 
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much  that  he  has  never  recovered  his  former  pofture. 

I  myfelf  took  a  poifonous,  or  rather  an  intoxicating 
apple,  and  having  gilded  it  over  with  leaf-gold,  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  third,  whofe  name,  il  I  remember 
right,  was  Rationale.  It  anfwered  my  expectation. 
Pie  fwallowed  the  bait,  and  ever  fince  has  called  bit¬ 
ter  fweet,  and  fweet  he  hath  called  bitter. 

This  triumvirate  being  thus  difabled,  I  found  my 
conqueft  extremely  eafy  }  and,  without  any  ftruggle, 
on  the  part  of  the  reft,  I  confined  them  to  inceftant 
labour  and  drudgery,  in  the  different  parts  of  my  ex¬ 
tended  territories,  where  they  are  as  content  as  pofii- 
ble  with  their  condition,  many  of  them  believing  they 
are  ftill  in  the  garden  of  paradife. 

Infid.  Indeed,  learned  or  unlearned,  you  dif- 

play  uncommon  merit.  Great  is  my  honour  and 
happinefs  in  having  fuch  a  fon.  The  potent  Impia- 
tor  will  do  honour  to  the  venerable  name  of  Infidelis 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  Well,  my  fon,  will  you 
pleafe  to  proceed  ? 

Imp.  Perhaps  you  have  heard  that  my  kingdom 
is  divided  into  feveral  cantons,  according  to  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  my  fubjedls,  each  canton  having  its  prop¬ 
er  employments.  , 

1.  There  is  the  canton  of  drunkards,  out  of  which 
I  felefl:  all  my  courtiers,  and  officers  in  general. 
This  canton  has  feveral  communications  with  all  the 
other  parts  of  my  dominions  ;  and  this  we  call  the 
royal  canton. 

2.  There  is  the  fwearers  canton,  a  fet  of  people 
the  mo  ft  unaccountably  foolifh  of  all  my  fubjetts  ; 
but  a  people  very  profitable  to  our  government. 

*  g,  There 
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3.  There  is  the  canton  of  theives,  to  which  all  pilfer¬ 
ers.  robbers,  gamefters,  and  deceitful  dealers  belong. 
A  very  populous  and  fplendid  canton  this  is. 

4.  There  is  the  bars  canton.  Thefe  are  a  people 
poffefied  of  two  tongues  ;  a  people  who  have  very 

.much  of  the  features  of  great  Beelzebub  ;  and  a  very 
populous  and  polite  canton  it  is  alfo. 

5*  Theieis  the  canton  of  Sabbath-breakers.  Here 
there  is  hardly  room  enough  for  the  inhabitants, 
they  are  fo  exceedingly  numerous. 

6.  Theie  is  the  adulterers  canton.  This  is  a  very 
dark  place  ;  feldom  vifited  by  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
The  fornicators  cohabit  with  them. 

7*  A  here  is  the  murderers  canton,  the  darkeft  and 
moft  miferable  place  in  all  my  dominions  ;  yet  for 
all  that,  it  is  very  well  peopled.  For  here  are  rank¬ 
ed,  not  only  thofe  who  cut  one  another’s  throats,  like 
the  Alexanders,  Tamerlanes,  Philips,  Lewiffes,  See. 
but  alfo  oppreffors  of  every  fort,  cruel  hufbands  and 
wives,  difobedient  children,  who  break  their  parents1 
hearts,  falie  friends,  backbiters,  and  calumniators, 
indeed  all  who  wanton  in  the  unhappinefs  of  their 
fellow  creatures,  like  corn-fadtors  and  carcafs  butchers : 
So  that  you  fee  here  are  many  inhabitants,  and  that 
too  of  conliderable  figure.  It  is  worthy  of  obferva- 
tion,  that  all  the  cantons  have  eafy  paffages  from  one 
another  ;  fo  that  although  the  employment  in  each 
is  different  from  that  of  the  reft,  they  all  hold  com¬ 
munication  with  one  another,  as  fubjedts  of  the  fame 
prince,  and  heirs  of  the  fame  inheritanje. 

Yea,  fo  numerous  are  the  roads  that  lead  from  one 
to  the  other,  that  if  a  man  gets  into  any  one  of  my 
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cantons,  it  requires  no  lefs  power  than  omnipotent 
power,  and  wifdom  equal  to  omnifcience,  to  extricate 
him  from  a  labyrinth  fo  dangerous.  And  it  is  well 
for  me  that  it  is  fo  ;  for  fome  of  my  fubjeQs  are  fre¬ 
quently  terrified,  efpecially  thofe  that  work  in  the 
deep  mines,  left  they  dig  themfelves  through  the  earth, 
and  tumble  into  hell.  But  a  little  time  difcovers  that 
their  efforts  to  deliver  themfelves  are  all  ineffectual ; 
for  the  road  by  which  they  efcape  from  one  canton, 
leads  them  into  another  equally  dangerous.  Many 
ways  there  are  to  throw  a  man  down  into  my  mines; 
but,  believe  me,  if  ever  any  one  comes  up  again,  it 
muft  coft  the  Almighty  an  errand  from  heaven  to  ref- 
cue  him.  I  allure  you,  fir,  that  by  the  help  of  thefe  fu fi¬ 
de  paffages  and  intricate  turnings,  I  keep  my  fubjeQs 
enflaved,  with  as  little  trouble  to  myfelf  as  any  mai¬ 
ler  devil  that  ever  afcended  out  of  the  bottomlefs  pit. 
But,  by  the  way,  I  am  conftantly  employed  in  plan¬ 
ning  out  frefh  meaftires  for  the  (laves  to  purfue. 
Oh  !  fir,  the  end  will  fhew  that  I  give  ample  demon- 
ftration  of  my  fidelity  to  my  royal  grandfather,  Beel¬ 
zebub,  of  whom  I  hold  my  lands  by  fief. 

Inf  id.  My  dear  fon,  how  it  rejoiceth  my  aged 
heart  to  hear  of  your  wife  adminiftration  !  However 
infatuated  your  foolifh  fubjeQs  may  be,  the  great 
Impiator  lacketh  not  craftinefs.  By  you,  mv  fon, 
(hall  my  name  be  perpetuated  w?hen  I  am  dead  and 
gone.  For  I  muft  die,  my  child.  As  foon  as  the 
mighty  angel  fhall  found  the  dead  awakening  trumpet, 
the  great,  the  far  famed  Infidelis  muft  refign  his 
breath.  Yet  be  not  you  difcouraged,  Impiator;  for 
you  fhall  live  forever.  You  know  how  I  foftered 
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you  in  my  bofom,  and  endued  you  with  qualifica¬ 
tions  to  fit  on  the  throne  of  Prophanity,  where  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  you  reign.  Permit  me  now  to  tell  you,  that 
knowing  that  I  mu  ft  die,  I  have,  like  all  other  wife 
people,  made  my  will,  and,  for  your  encouragement,  I 
have  appointed  you,  my  fon,  with  your  uncle  Fafto- 
fus,  your  highly  honoured  bother  Defperando,  and 
your  coufins  Contumax  and  Difcordans,  the  joint  ex¬ 
ecutors  thereof,  and  foie  heirs  unto  all  my  dominions 
and  fubjefts,  who,  at  my  deceafe,  are  to  betranfport- 
ed  to  the  land  of  torment  ;  there  you  fhall  reign  in 
eternal  triumph  over  them.  Then  it  will  be,  and 
not  before,  that  great  Impiator  fhall  arrive  at  the  ze¬ 
nith  of  his  glory. 

Imp.  I  fuppofe  fo,  fir  ;  for  I  am  told  that,  about 
that  time,  the  provinces  of  Civility,  Formality,  Pre- 
fumption.  Legality,  and  Hypocrify,fo  famous  in  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Faftofus,  are  all  to  be  annexed  to  my  dominions, 
which  will  then  be  very  extenfive,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Prophanity  very  refpeftable. 

In  fid.  I  would  afk  you  now,  my  fon,  for  a  de- 
fcription  of  thofe  famous  cantons  you  mentioned ;  but 
as  affairs  of  importance  call  me  hence,  could  not  you 
favour  me  with  an  interview,  for  this  purpofe,  to¬ 
morrow,  precifely  at  twelve  o’clock  ? 

Imp.  I  will,  fir,  Fare  you  well. 
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Fastosus  Avaro. 


BEING  privy  to  the  appointment,  betwixt  Fafto- 
fus  and  Avaro,  I  took  care  to  arrive  in  the  val¬ 
ley  time  enough  to  hear  all  that  paflfed.  For  now 
my  bufinefs  was  left  to  fhift  for  itfelf,  and  every 
thing  gave  place  to  the  force  ofcuriolity,  which  bore 
down,  like  an  inundation,  every  thing  before  it.  If 
my  wife  confulted  me  in  any  thing,  I  would  anfwer, 
u  Faftofus.”  If  my  children  told  me  of  their  progrefs 
at  fchool,  I  would  abruptly  reply,  “  Horrida  Vallis  !” 
When  my  journeymen,  or  apprentices,  talked  to  me 
about  the  fhop  bufmefs,  my  anfwer  was,  “  the  great 
Avaro.”  And  if  they  faid  any  thing  about  my  good 
friend,  the  parfon,  I  would  fay,  “  Oh  !  the  wonderful 
Infidelis  !”  In  faft,  I  could  think  about  nothing 
but  the  devils  in  the  valley.  Therefore,  I  took  care 
to  provide  myfeif  with  every  thing  necexfary,  and 
away  I  went  to  the  Vale  of  Horrors,  and  had  not  long 
been  there  ere  I  faw  Faftofus  and  Avaro  come  trav¬ 
elling  towards  me.  And  thus  they  began  their  difi 
coiirfe. 

Avar.  I  am  glad,  very  glad,  fir,  that  you  are 
here  fo  foon.  I  was  afraid  that  you  would  find  much 

4  * 

bufinefs  at  Paris,  befides  finifhing  my  lady’s  robes. 

Fast.  I  did  find  more  than  I  expefled,  coufin  ; 
for  I  had  no  fooner  finifhed  with  the  mantau-maker, 

than 
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than  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  hatter,  who  begged  to 
be  informed,  whether  it  was  moll  genteel  to  fix  the 
loops  of  an  hat  an  inch  and  half,  or  only  one  bare 
inch  in  depth  ;  and  whether  a  gentleman  is  moil  of  a 
cavalier  with  his  hat  cocked  in  ri^ht  angles*  or  with 
one  obtufe  and  two  acute  angles.  Before  I  had  well 
fatisfied  the  hatter,  in  came  a  gentleman  peruke-maker* 
who  humbly  afked  me  whether  a  nobleman  looks  moft 
like  a  hero  when  he  has  one,  or  when  he  has  two 
curls  bobbing  over  his  ears.  Provoked  that  the 
gentlemen  mechanicks  fhould  fuppofe  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  cock  hats,  and  adjuft  wigs,  I  wrinkled 
my  forehead  into  a  moft  majeftick  frown,  and  made 
the  following  anfwer  :  “  Get  hence,  thou  fneaking  cun 
I  have  known  a  lord  before  now  that  had  his  ears  focov- 
ered  with  tiers  of  curls,  that  he  could  not  hear  the 
commands  of  his  fuperiors.  The  brave  princes  Fer¬ 
dinand  and  Frederick  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  noble 
marquis  of  Granby,  will  foon  break  through  all  the' 
redoubts  of  a  barber’s  fortifications.”*  The  words 
were  no  fooner  out  of  my  mouth,  than  I  was  fent  for 

by  his  grace  the  d — e  of  C - 11,  to  inform  him 

whether  it  was  moft  graceful  for  a  courtier  to  wear 
his  hat  with  the  front  declining  on  the  right  or  the 
left  fide  of  the  brow.  To  whom  I  faid,  “  Good  my 
lord,  you  may  foon  refolve  this  difficulty,  without 
feekingto  the  devil  for  advice.  If  your  grace  will 
only  mark  well  to  which  fide  of  the  block  the  hats  of 
the  vulgar  incline  ;  then  befure  to  let  the  hats  of  the 
courtiers  turn  always  contrary  to  the  vulgar  method.” 

Na 


*  This  was  writen  before  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war. 
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No  fooner  had  I  fatisfied  his  grace,  than  L-~  s  defired 
to  know  which  was  his  beft  way  to  keep  up  his  char- 
after,  and  fuppprt  his  dignity  in  Europe,  on  the  loL 
of  his  dominions  in  America.  For  anfwcr,  I  refer¬ 
red  him  to  good  Mr.  Maubert,  of  Bruffels,  who  hath 
as  good  a  hand  at  a  dead  lift,  as  if  he  had  been  bred 
a  prieft.  And  fo,  coufin,  with  no  fmall  difficulty,  I 
broke  loofe,  and  am  come  hither  according  to  ap¬ 
pointment. 

Avar.  By  what  you  fay,  honoured  fir,  I  perceive 
that,  wherefoever  idleneis  prevails,  it  is  not  among 
us  ;  for  we  have  no  reft  day  or  night*  but  go  about 
plotting  the  deftruftion  of  mankind. 

For  my  own  part,  I  affure  you,  I  have  had  but 
little  reft  fince  I  faw  you  laft  ;  and  fo  very  fond  are 
mankind  of  my  counfels,  that  I  expeft  but  very  lit¬ 
tle  reft  for  the  time  to  come.  You  know  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  fecrete  a  bag  of  money  in  the  Valley,  when 
you  and  I  met.  This  was  no  fooner  done  than  I  was 
waited  on  by  a  parfon,  who  had  his  eyes  upon  a  good 
living,  with  a  view  to  recede  direftions  about  ob¬ 


taining  it.  And  he  was  followed  by  a  tradefman, 
who  had  a  defire  to  make  a  profitable  break  of  it  ; 
but  begged  direftions  how  he  might  do  it  honoura-, 
bly.  1  referred  him  to  the  goddeffes  Perfidia  and 
Fallacia  for  inftruftions,  as  they  more  immediately 
prefide  in  that  department.  This  honourable  gentle- 
man  difpatched,  I  was  attended  by  a  certain  curate, 
who  having  never  had  inclination  nor  opportunity  to 
examine  the  canons  oi  a  certain  church,  came  to  con- 
mu  me  whether  it  was  lawful  to  chriften  a  child,  if 
the  parents  had  not  money  enough  to  pay  the  fees. 
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I  told  him,  by  no  means  ;  for  if  you  once  begin  to 
officiate  gratis,  you  will  have  enough  of  it,  and  the 
parfon’s  trade  will  be  worfe  than  an  attorney’s  clerk- 
fhip.  The  gentleman  took  my  aavice,  being  deter¬ 
mined  to  leek  the  good  of  the  church  ;  and,  truly, 
becaufe  the  mother  had  not  two  (hillings  and  fix 

i 

pence  to  pay  the  parfon,  The  could  not  have  her  fon 
made  a  child  of  God,  and  an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

Fast.  Well  but,  coufin,  is  that  matter  of  fa&  ? 

Avar.  Indeed,  fir,  it  is  what  aflually  happened, 
not  five  hundred  miles  from  London  bridge  ;  and 
there  is  a  certain  gentleman  alive  who  could  avouch 
the  truth  of  it,  if  he  thought  proper. 

Having  difpatched  the  journeymen  parfon,  I  wras 
fent  for,  in  all  hafte,  by  my  good  friend  the  attorney. 
He,  worthy  gentleman,  has  undertaken  a  caufe,  which, 
he  very  well  knows,  can  never  be  defended  upon 
principles  of  honour  and  honefty  ;  but  his  client  is  a 
rich  man,  can  well  bear  fleecing,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  in  conference  put  him  afide.  He  knows 
exceeding  well  how  to  turn  the  rich  man’s  caufe  to 
his  own  emolument,  if  he  could  but  manage  it  fo  as 
not  to  injure  his  own  credit.  That  was  the  perplex¬ 
ity  which  he  was  in,  and  what  he  begged  me  to  clear 
up.  Said  he,  within  himfelf,  “  Can  I  but  get  this 
caufe  to  depend  in  chancery  for  a  few  years,  (which 
by  the  way  is  the  higheft  point  in  law  for  a  defperate 
caufe)  I  ihall  gain  fome  hundreds  of  pounds  by  it.” 
As  foon  as  he  had  done  his  duty  to  me,  he  very  hum¬ 
bly  laid  the  matter  without  referve  before  me.  Then 
faid  I;  My  good  fir;  let  not  the  fuitdifturb  you.  I 

will 
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will  manage  it  both  for  your  honour  and  profit  ; 
never  fear  me.  Who  is  he  that  is  employed  againft 
you  ?  To  which  he  replied,  “  Oh  !  a  very  Ikilful 
man.  No  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  great  Mr.  Falfehood. 
A  very  eminent  attorney  indeed  !”  Come,  faid  I,  let 
him  be  fent  for.  This  was  done,  and  the  Lawyer 
Falfehood  attended  accordingly. 

Being  both  feated  in  my  client  s  great  parlour,  the 
good  man  addrefled  Mr.  Falfehood  thus,  “  My  beft 
friend,  Mr.  Falfehood,  you  and  I  are  engaged  as  op¬ 
ponents  in  this  fuit  ;  both  of  the  gentlemen  are  refo- 
lute,  and  will  bear  a  good  deal  of  fleecing  ;  you  know 
what  I  mean,  fir.  Now  all  is  as  yet  uncertain,  and 
the  ifliie  will  greatly  depend  upon  the  meafures  to  be 
taken  by  you  and  me.  I  would  therefore,  good  fir, 
that  we  make  it  certain.  If  right  take  place,  it  will 
be  fpeeahy  over,  and  we  {hall  make  but  a  poor  job 
of  it ;  but  if  it  is  well  managed,  it  may  produce  forne 
hundreds  a  piece.  My  advice  is,  fir,  that  it  fhall 
nang  in  chancery,  like  a  poor  man’s  foul  in  purgatory. 
What  do  you  fay,  Mr.  Falfehood  ?” 

Mr.  Falfehood  replied,  “  It  will  never  do,  good  fir, 
it  will  never  do,  to  bring  it  to  a  fpeedy  iffue°;  that  is 
certain.  But  I’ll  tell  you  what  we  will  do.  You 
know  that  you  have  the  worft  fide  of  the  caufe,  and 
if  I  aQ  the  part  of  an  honeft  man,  you  will  foon  be 
obliged  to  give  up  ;  but  I  fhall  aB  the  part  of  a  fkij- 
,  ful  lawyer,  which  will  fuit  both  of  our  purpofes  much 
better.  I  fhall  give  you  all  the  advantages  that  I 
can,  in  order  to  keep  the  caufe  depending,  until  the 
patience  of  our  clients  is  quite  exhaufled,  and  they 
agree  to  put  the  matter  to  arbitration.  As  thev  are 
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both  men  of  refolution,  by  that  time  it  will  be  a  job 
worth  gathering.” 

So  having  fet  the  two  worthy  lawyers  to  drink  a 
bottle  to  the  good  luck  of  it,  I  left  them,  took  wing 
and  came  hither.  But  I  can  tell  you,  if  I  had  not 
foared  aloft  I  had  not  been  here  fo  foon ;  for  1  faw  a 
great  number  of  parfons,  lawyers  and  farmers  watch¬ 
ing  for  me.  I  gave  them  the  flip,  however,  and  art¬ 
fully  dropt  my  influences  upon  them.  Surely  they 
may  allow  their  matter  fometimes  to  converle  with 
his  friends. 

Fast.  Ah  !  Avaro,  when  we  fubjefled  man  to 
our  powers,  we  planned  out  a  great  deal  of  employ¬ 
ment  for  ourfelves  :  For  fo  fond  are  they  of  us,  that 
they  will  do  nothing,  unlefs  one  or  other  of  our  fra¬ 
ternity  prettde  over  every  aftion. 

A  var.  Sir,  if  it  would  not  be  offenfive  to  you,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  hear  fome  account  of  your  origin, 
and  of  the  nature  of  your  government  ? 

Fast.  Avaro,  a  fpirit  earth-born  as  you  are,, 
muft  be  too  grovelling  in  his  genius  to  underhand 
much  of  my  hiftory,  dominion,  and  operations  ; 
otherwife,  I  would  with  all  my  heart  favour  you  with 
the  relation  you  defire. 

Avar.  Well,  fir,  but  I  am  willing  to  learn  of 
you,  if  you  will  condefcend  to  inftrua  me.  However 
untraHable  I  am  among  mankind,  you  fhall  find  me 

teachable  enough  with  you. 

Fast.  You  promife  fair,  coufin.  I  love  your 
fubmifiion,  and  therefore  fhall  begin.  Obferve  then, 
I  am  of  high  parentage,  as  well  as  of  heroick  deeds. 
'  I-  was  born  in  heaven?  coufin.  It  was  there  that  Sa- 
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tan  the  great  archangel  begat  me,  upon  himfelf  ;  and 
as  foon  as  I  was  begotten,  I  in  return  begat  him ;  and 
the  very  moment  I  was  begotten,  I  was  brought  forth, 

and  inftantlv  killed  my  father. 

Avar.  Indeed,  uncle,  you  dart  high.  You  told 
me  that  I  could  not  underhand  you,  and  now  I  per¬ 
ceive  the  truth  of  it  ;  for  really  I  underhand  not  one 
word  of  all  you  have  faid.  I  hope,  hr,  you  will  con- 

defeend  to  explain  your  parables. 

Fast.  Well  if  you  underhand  me  not,  I  {hall 
defeend  lower,  though  indeed,  I  hate  to  fpeak  of  my 
own  affairs  in  a  vulgar  hyle,  fo  as  to  be  underhood 
by  every  petty  fpirit.  But  as  you,  Avaro,  are  of  ex¬ 
cellent  ufe  to  my  operations,  I  {hall  hand  upon  no 
dihance,  but  avoid  all  ceremonies  with  you.  Under¬ 
hand  me  then.  When  God  almighty  had  created  all 
the  holts  of  heaven,  every  angel  was  perfeflly  plea  fed 
with  his  hation  ;  the  molt  folid  and  joyous  content¬ 
ment  reigned  among,  and  united  the  etherial  inhab¬ 
itants,  who  were,  in  thofe  days,  very  numerous.  No 
one  fo  much  as  wifhed  his  hation  altered.  No  one 
thought  himfelf  capable  of  higher  felicity  and  prefer¬ 
ment  than  he  enjoyed.  The  adventurous  Satan  him¬ 
felf,  though  he  haS  not  been  bleh  with  one  moments 
reh  ever  fince  I  was  born,  before  that  time  polfeiTed 
all  the  fublime  and  refined  pleafures,  his  exalted  ca¬ 
pacity  was  capable  of.  And  well  might  he  be  pleafed 
with  his  hation,  feeing  he  was  a  mighty  prince  among 
the  angels,  next  in  greatnefs  to  the  Son  of  God,  who 
was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  the  creation.  And 
a  mighty  prince  in  heaven  he  would  have  continued, 
had  he  not  afterwards  become  a  candidate  for  omnip- 
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otence.  As  for  me,  I  was  not  born  then,  but  I  have 
heard  old  Satan,  my  father,  with  flames  of  malice  and. 
indignation  darting  from  his  eyes,  tell  how  the  molt 
perfetl  harmony  exifted  among  the  holts  of  paradife  j 
until  it  happened  that  a  declaration  was  made  from 
the  lofty  throne,  that  the  Son  of  God  was  predeftinat- 
ed  at  a  time  appointed,  to  aflame  a  nature  inferiour 
to  that  of  angels  ;  and  the  Moft  High  commanded 
that,  in  that  nature,  all  the  angels  of  God  fhould 
worfhip  the  Son,  even  as  they  worlhip  the  Lather, 
and  that  all  fhould  fubmit  to  the  government  of  the 


man  whom  God  delighted  to  honour. 

At  this  inftant  I  was  begotten  in  Satan’s  alarmed 
breaft.  And  cried  out,  Tis  enough  that  Such  exalt- 
cd  fpmts  as  we  lubmit  to  him  in  his  pieient  umn- 
carnate  hate.  But  worlmp  and  lubmit  to  mm  i.i  an 
inferiour  nature,  let  who  will,  I  wh.  not.  \v  nat 
does  he  mean  ?  Will  the  Almighty  debate  bis  firf. 
and  beft  ;  and  make  us  fubjeci  to  an  inferiour  m 
ture  ?  No,  it  fhall  never  be  faid,  that  Satan  tae  aica- 
angel  Hooped  fo  low  !  The  great  archangel’s  voice 
wa°  heard,  his  refolution  was  approved  of,  the 
ftandard  of  rebellion  fet  up  in  heaven,  and  many  mil¬ 
lions  of  angels,  whofe  natures  I  had  changed,  joined 
it  that  day,  and  fell  into  the  depths  of  bottom  ids  per¬ 
dition.  Now  do  you  underftand  me  ? 

Avar.  I  underftand  you  pretty  well  when  you 

fay,  that  Satan  begat  you  :  But  you  fay,  that  you  be¬ 
gat  him,  and  millions  of  devils  befides.  It  run  al¬ 
ways  in  my  head  that  God  had  made  every  devil  in 
the  bottomlefs  pit ;  but  if  I  underftand  you  aiight, 
you  fay  you  made  them  all. 


Fast. 


DEVILS. 


Dial.  4.]  of 


Last.  True,  I  do  fay  fo,  and  I  will  not  quit  an 
hair’s  breadth  of  my  juft  prerogative.  God  never  did, 
nor  ever  could  make  any  finner,  either  angelick  or 
human.  Mind  well  what  I  fay ;  for  I  perceive  you 
are  dull  of  apprehenfion,  and  but  of  a  fhailow  judg¬ 
ment.  It  was  not  I,  but  God,  who  made  them  crea¬ 
tures.  God  created  them  in  a  holy,  pure,  and  glo¬ 
rious  Hate,  and  endued  them  with  powers  to  preferve 
their  primitive  ftation,  in  the  upper  fkics  :  Hut  it  was 
L  not  God,  who,  from  angels  of  light  transformed 
them  into  devils  of  darknefs.  The  very  moment  I 
was  conceived,  I  changed  them  from  light  to  dark- 
nefs  ;  from  holinefs  to  fin ;  from  glory  to  diflionour  ; 
and  thus,  though  not  as  creatures,  yet  as  devils,  they 
are  wholly  of  my  formation.  Do  you  underftand  me 
now  ? 


Avar.  Yes,  fir,  I  underftand  you  as  to  that  ;  but 
you  faid  juft  now,  that  the  moment  you  were  brought 
forth  you  killed  your  father.  Great  fir,  thefe  are  dark 
fayings.  , 

Fast.  Aye,  Avaro,  to  fuch  as  you  they  are  dark  ; 
but  I’ll  explain  them.  I  did  not  mean  that  I  annihi¬ 
lated  his  angelick  nature;  no,  he  is  an  angel  ftill,  al¬ 
though  a  black  one.  But  I  meant  that  I  flew  all  his 
primitive  difpofttion  to  goodnefs,  killed  the  life 
of  holinels  that  once  was  in  him  ;  deprived  him  of 
the  favour  of  God,  which  fome  people  prefer  even  un¬ 
to  life.  I  made  him  that  crooked,  perverfe  inonfter, 
which  you  fee  he  now  is.  I  opened  the  ever-flow¬ 
ing  (luices  of  divine  indignation,  which  continually 
pour  down  upon  him,  whatever  he  is  doing  or  wherev¬ 
er  he  flies,  and  not  upon  him  only,  but  upon  all  his 

E  4  adherents* 


72  DIALOGUES  [Dial.  4 . 

adherents.  Was  not  this  killing  him  to  purpofe., 
think  you  ?  ,  '  ,  —  “•  • 

Avar.  Ind  ced  it  was.  You  had  not  hurt  him 
half  fo  much,  uncle,  if  you  had  deprived  him  of  be¬ 
ing.  I  wonder  that  he  can  endure  the  fight  of  you, 
after  all  that  has  befallen  him  on  your  account  !  You 

%  .  i 

have  deprived  him  of  every  good,  and  brought  every 
evil  upon  him  ;  and  yet  he  loves  you  as  his  own ’foul. 
’Tis  ftrange  !  wondrous  ftrange,  Faftofus  f 

Fast.  You’ll  think  it  ftranger  ftili,  when  I  tell 
you  that  he  is  fo  far  from  hating  me,  that  he  will  do 
nothing,  either  on  earth  or  in  hell,  amongft  men  or 
devils,  but  as  he  is  directed  and  prompted  to  it  by  me. 
And  fo  far  is  he  from  repenting  of  what  he  hath  done, 
that  he  hath  told  me  a  thoufand  times,  if  it  were  to 
do  again  he  would  do  it.  Nothing  grieves  the  heart’ 
of  old  Satan  fo  much  as  this,  the  verv  manwhofe  ex- 
altation  he  oppofed,  whofe  fway  he  refilled,  and  whofe 
perfon  he  hath  ftili  in  themoft  perfect  abhorrence,  is 
dignified,  not  only  by  aperfonal  union  with  Jehovah; 
but  by  all  judgment  being  committed  into  his  hand, 
and  the  public k  adminiftration  of  all  the  affairs  of 
heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  devolving  upon  him.  Great 
is  his  torment,  from  the  confideration  that  he,  with  al! 
his  adherents,  mud  receive  their  final  ientence  from 
the  fame  perfon,  who,  of  all  beings,  he  bates  with  the 
moft  confummate  hatred,  and  on  whofe  account  he 
hates  and  feeks  the  deftruQion  of  all  the  creatures  or 
-  God. 

f. 

’Tis  a  perpetual  bell  to  him,  that  the  ohjebl  of  his 
greatelt  averfion,  fitteth  on  the  circle  of  heaven,  and 

holdeth  him  continually  as  with  bit  and  bridle  ;  limit- 

eth 
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eth  his  operations  at  pleafure.  and  fovereignly  ap¬ 
points  hij  licenfe  by  an  unalterable  determination. 
.When,  through  confirmed  malice  and  delperate  refo- 
1  ut ion,  Satan  druggies  for  larger  (cope,  Immanuel 
elves  him  a  check,  faying,  “  Hitherto  thou  mayeft 
go,  but  no  farther.”  And  Ibmetimes  lb  fevere  is  the 
check,  that  the  prince  of  darknefs  is  quite  overturn¬ 
ed  ;  and  whilft  fpnnvling  on  his  back,  for  very  vexa¬ 
tion,  that  he  can  go  no  further,  he  rageth,  and  roar- 
eth  louder  than  a  thoufand  lions,  fo  that  all  the  arches 


of  gloomy  Tartarus  refound.  Then  in  the  anguifh 
of  horrid  defpair,  he  bites  his  adamantine  chains, 
foams  at  his  mouth,  and  utters  fuch  dreadful  blafphe- 
mies,  as  none  but  himfelf  can  utter.  What  is  the 
moft  remarkable  of  all  is,  that  the  more  rapidly  the 
torrent  of  the  Almighty’s  wrath  pours  in  upon  him, 
the  fonder  he  is  of  me,  the  caufe  of  all  his  mifery. 

Avar.  Sir/ you  fay  that  Beelzebub  will  do  noth¬ 
ing  without  your  direflion.  If  I  underhand  this  right* 
it  is  not  he,  but  you  who  are  governour  of  hell. 
Pray,  fir,  where  are  all  his  princely  prerogatives  then  ? 

Fast.  It  is  not  fitting,  Avaro,  that  you  fiiould 
criticife  upon  my  doctrine.  You  ought  to  embrace 
it  implicitly  as  I  deliver  it  to  you. 

Avar.  Pardon  me,  great  fir  ;  you  put  me  in 
mind  of  fome  of  the  modern  parfons ;  for  that  is  the 
very  way  that  they  want  their  doftrine  to  be  embrac¬ 
ed,  implicitly,  without  queftioning  its  currency.  Tis 
merry  enough  to  hear  them  exhort  their  hearers,  to 
fearch  the  feriptures,  to  try  the  fpirits,  to  take  heed 
what  they  hear,  &c.  and  yet  after  all,  if  any  one  of 
their  hearers  attempts  to  bring  the  parfon’s  own  fer- 
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mon  to  trial  by  the  fcriptures,  he  is  deemed  a  trouble- 
fome,  felf-conceited  fellow,  and  if  he  happens  to  dis¬ 
prove  his  doftrine  by  the  fcripture,  he  is  prefently 
dealt  with,  and  excommunicated  as  a  troubier  of 
Ifraeh  For  the  parfon  would  have  other  people’s 
dottrine  tried,  and,  if  falfe,  refuted  ;  but  it  is  impious 
to  do  fo  by  his  own.  Brave  days,  Faftofus,  are  thefe  ! 
It  is  quite  laughable  to  hear  the  modern  clergymen 
tell  their  hearers,  that  they  have  a  right  to  private 
judgment,  and  to  know  the  mind  of  God  for  them- 
felves  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  obliging  them  implicit¬ 
ly  to  abide  by  the  confefiion  of  faith  already  authen¬ 
ticated.  That  is,  uncle,  the  clergy  will  allow  you  to 
controvert  the  fcriptures,  if  you  choofe  it  ;  but  their 
own  articles  mult  have  your  implicit  fubmiffion. 

Fast.  Well,  coufin,  you  have  fairly  laughed  me 
out  of  my  refentment,  by  the  droll  conduct  of  your 
parfons.  Flowever,  what  I  faid,  Avaro,  I  will  main¬ 
tain.  It  fhall  never  be  faid  that  the  devil,  Faftofus, 
did  at  any  time  eat  his  words  ;  but  I  will  condefcend 
to  explain  my  fell.  Without  me,  Beelzebub  would  be 
none  other  than  an  angel  ;  but  mixing  myfelf  with 
his  angelick  faculties,  I  render  him  a  perfect  devil. 
The  fame  I  do  with  all  the  reft  of  my  infernal  fub- 
je£ts.  Beelzebub  himfelf  is  but  a  titular  prince.  ’Tis 
I  who  inftigate  him,  that  am  the  great  devil  of  all. 
To  tell  you  more,  it  is  I  who  formed  hell  itfelf,  as  a 
place  of  punifhment.  Such  is  the  rectitude  and 
equity  of  his  nature,  that  God  never  would,  nor  could, 
inflict  any  punifhment  without  my  intervention.  He 
was  ever  guided  in  all  his  works  by  his  own  perfec¬ 
tions;  and  therefore  could  never  have  punifhed  fin- 
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kfs  beings.  All  beings  would  have  remained  finlefs, 
but  for  me.  So  in  making  fin,  I  made  the  punifh- 
mentofit.  For  if  once  fin  is  introduced,  punifh- 
ment  follows  of  courfe  ;  it  being  as  natural  for  fin  to 
bring  forth  punifhment,  as  it  is  for  the  fun  to  fend 
forth  light  and  heat. 

No  being  poffibly  can  be  a  devil,  but  that  being 
who  is  poffefled  and  governed  by  me.  Every  being 
thus  po  fie  fled  and  governed,  whether  angel  or  man, 
is  a  devil.  But  for  diftinction’s  fake,  we  afcnbeonly 
the  plain  name  of  fiends,  to  the  angels  whom  I  gov¬ 
ern,  and  to  men  and  women  under  my  dominion,  we 
give  the  names  of  devils  incarnate,  becaufe  they  in¬ 
habit  bodies  of  flefh.  The  difference  in  the  ftaturc 
or  devils  is  not,  that  one  is  lefs  devilifh  than  another, 
but  their  being  pofl'effed  of  more  noble  endowments, 
and  more  extenfive  qualities  than  others.  So  you 
fee  the  devils  of  quality  among  us,  are  more  intelli¬ 
gent,  more  fubtle  and  crafty  than  devils  of  a  vulgar 
race.  The  reafon  why  Beelzebub  is  head  over  all 
the  infernal  tribes  alfo,  is  not  becaufe  he  is  more  de¬ 
praved  than  his  adherents  ;  but  becaufe  he  was  orig¬ 
inally  created  in  a  more  glorious  ftation,  pofiefied  of 
endowments  more  exalted,  and  bleft  with  more  exten¬ 
five  natural  powers.  As  fuch,  being  once  depraved, 
he  is  capable  of  excelling  his  fellows  as  far,  in  diabol¬ 
ical  atchieyements,  as  at  firft  he  excelled  them  in 
their  heavenly  ftation.  The  fame  rule  holds  good, 
through  the  various  ranks  of  my  fubjefts.  Were 
you  to  afk  me,  why  it  is  that  devils  without  a  body, 
are  capable  of  exceeding  in  fweet  rebellion,  thole 
Spirits  who  are  embodied  ?  I  would  anfwer  without 
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hefitation,  u  Not  becaufe  the  one  is  lefs  vicious,  or 
one  whit  lefs  depraved,  than  the  other  ;  but  for  the 
folldwing  two  very  good  and  fubftantial  reafons. 

1.  Although  I  reign  and  rule  in  the  heart  of  every 
one  of  them,  yet  whilft  they  are  in  the  body,  they 
are  laid  under  particular  reltriftions  by  the  Almighty  ; 
fo  that  they  cannot  do  all  the  evil,  which  in  their 
hearts  I  prompt  them  to  do  :  And  therefore  they  can¬ 
not  be  fo  much  like  Beelzebub,  in  their  aQions,  as 
they  would  be.  Fear  and  fiiame,  very  often  prevent 
people  from  gratifying  their  impious  and  unclean  in¬ 
clinations  ,  when  a  loye  of  virtue,  and  the  fear  of 
God,  are  abfolutely  out  of  the  queftion. 

2.  Becaufe  the  natural  powers  of  man  are  very  far 
inferiour  to  the  powers  of  infernal  fpirits.  The  more 
extenfive  a  man’s  natural  capacity,  the  nearer  he  may 
arrive  to  the  ftature  of  Satan,  if  unrefirained  by  the 
grace  of  God.  Hence  a  crafty  and  learned  pope,  is 
by  far  more  like  the  devil  than  an  ignorant  fwag-beh 
lied  friar.  Yea,  Avaro,  the  more  enlarged  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  either  man  or  devil  may  be,  as  it  makes 
him  capable  of  the  higher  degrees  of  wickednefs,  even 
fo  in  proportion  to  the  natural  abilities  of  both  lhall 
the  punilhment  inflifted  be.  No  wicked  being  is  fo 
capable  of  being  wicked  as  the  crafty  and  underhand- 
ing  perfon  ;  who,  if  he  is  not  truly  virtuous  and  ho¬ 
ly,  mult  be  truly  wicked  and  devililh.  Hence,  one 
Hume,  one  Voltaire,  is  an  hundred  times  more  capa-  - 
ble  of  being  ufeful  to  us,  than  fifty  FI — w — ds,  or  even 
five  times  the  number  of  popifh  prielts.  You  may 
take  this  as  a  general  maxim,  that  the  molt  enlarged 
foul  mult  be  the  molt  tormented,  if  not  laved. 
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Avar.  One  may  fee  by  your  learning,  fir,  what 
it  is  to  be  born  among  fpirits.  Why,  you  can  con- 
verfe  as  freely  and  fluently  about  the  nature  ol  an¬ 
gels  an(i  men,  as  I  can  do  about  gold  and  filver  coin. 
Great,  great,  fir,  is  your  merit. 

Fast.  How  fhould  it  be  otherwile,  Avaro,  when 
you  confider  the  fubtilty  of  my  nature  ?  I  am  the 

very  foul  of  Beelzebub,  and  all  his  vaflals.  Petty 

¥ 

fpirits  may  boaft  of  their  conquefts  one  to  another, 
but  they  mud  all  be  filentwhen  courtly  Faftofus  opens 
his  mouth.  You,  Avaro,  Impiator,  Difcordans,  &c. 
have  all  of  you  made  as  great  inroads  upon  mankind 
as  can  poffibly  be  expected  from  fuch  unfeemly  fpirits 
as  you  be  ;  but  as  for  me,  you  fee  I  am  a  (pint  of  a 
comely  deportment,  and  careffed  by  all.  Indeed 
many  people  are  now  a  days  of  opinion,  that  a  fpice 
of  my  nature  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to 
make  them  refpeftable  in  the  world,  and  prevent  the 
inj  uries  which  other  wife  might  be  offered  to  them.  N  or 
is  there  any  who  can  difeern  the  fatal  confequences  of 
being  under  my  direftion,  except  ihofe  who  are  en¬ 
lightened  from  above,  by  him  \vho  was  given  for  a 
light  to  the  Gentiles.  I  lodge  fecurely  in  the  fecret 
caverns  of  the  heart,  and  from  thence  I  convey  my  in- 
fluence  fo  imperceptibly  through  all  the  words  of  the 
mouth,  and  aftions  of  the  life,  that  you  rarely  meet 
with  a  man  or  woman,  who  will  own  that  they  have 
the  lead  acquaintance  with  me  ;  though  with  many  of 
them,  the  judicious  beholder  will  cafdy  perceive,  that 
1  am  deeply  concerned  in  all  they  do  or  fay. 

Avar.  Indeed  I  have  often  heard  people  declare, 
that  they  never  faw  the  devil  Fadofus,  nor  had  the 
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leaft  acquaintance  with  pride.  Yet,  they  faid,  a  lit¬ 
tle  fpirit  ought  to  be  fiiewn,  that  every  one  might 
know  his  proper  place.  But  I  perceive  now,  that 
pride  itfelf  is  that  fame  fpirit  which  they  deem  fo  nec- 
effary,  notwithstanding  their  fuppofed  freedom  from 
it,  and  averfion  to  it.  *  ' 

Fast.  The  very  fame  fpirit,  Avaro,  though  they 
do  not  know  it ;  for  I  deceive  them  at  every  turn, 
being  capable  of  transforming  myfelf  into  fo  many 
different  fhapes,  and  bearing  a  name  fo  fui  table  to 
each,  that  even  when  I  lord  it  over  them  with  the 
greateft  power,  they  remain  utterly  ignorant  of  their 
fubjedtion  to  me.  Sometimes  I  affumC  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  bear  the  name  of  my  avowed  enemy,  Hu¬ 
mility*  Then  you  will  fee  people  of  faff  ion,  or  thofe 
who  think  themfelves  fuch,  defending  lower  than 
their  Ration,  for  no  other  reafon  than  to  get  a  good 
name.  At  another  time  you  may  fee  me  transform¬ 
ed  into  the  likenefs  of  Charity,  and  I  prompt  my 
Raves  to,  beftow  their  alms,  in  order  to  be  efteemed 
benevolent  and  generous.  I  have  feen  a  man  of 
wealth  and  induftry,  perform  fuch  adtions  with  this 
and  no  other  view.  And  he  has  made  his  poor  bel¬ 
ly  to  fuffer  for  it  many  days  to  come,  when  at  the 
fame  time  he  had  his  thoufancls  out  at  ufe.  Then  I 
take  upon  me  the  name  of  Decency,  and  am  greatly 
employed  in  regulating  domeftick  affairs,  defcending 
even  fo  low,  as  to  take  cognizance  of  meat  and  drink, 
drefs  and  company.  Then  you  may  fee  madam 
extremely  diligent  in  perfuading  Mifs  Prim  and  Mifs 
Stiff  not  to  be  feen  in  the  company  of  thofe  of  an  inferi- 

our  Ration.  Ere  you  arc  aware^  I  have  got  the  name 

of 
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of  Good-Breeding;  and  oh!  what  wonders  of  falhion- 
able  civilities  I  work,  and  forward  the  great  defigns 
of  hell.  At  this  time  you'll  fee  my  lady,  who  having 
forgotten  the  fafhions  prevailing  about  twenty  years 
ago,  when  Ihe  was  under  forty,  is  as  careful  as  pofli- 
ble  not  to  deviate  in  the  leaft  from  the  cuftoms  of 
them  who  were, born  fince  fhe  was  a  wife  and  mother. 
Sometimes  I  bear  the  name  of  a  fpirit  of  honour.  Un¬ 
der  this  name  I  prevailed  in  ancient  Rome,  and  now 
reign  over  many  of  our  European  cavaliers.  In  this 
charafcler  I  do  great  execution  among  the  Britilh  gods 
at  the  weft  end  of  London,  where  the  greateft  enor¬ 
mities  are  deemed  excufable,  but  the  putting  up 
with  an  affront  an  unpardonable  evil. 

Avar.  There  would  be  nothing  done,  in  com¬ 
panion  of  what  there  is,  among  mankind,  if  we 
appeared  in  our  own  likenefs,  and  went  by  our 
proper  names  :  For  there  are  thoufands  that  love  us 
extremely  while  in  difguife,  who  would  be  afliamed 
of  us,  if  we  went  by  our  proper  names  of  Covetouf- 
nefs  and  Pride.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  fain  to  per¬ 
form  all  my  works  in  difguile  ;  bearing  the  feigned 
names  of  Induftry,  Frugality,  &c.  But,  fir,  will  it 
pleafe  yofi  to  give  me  fome  account  how  you  firft 
made  your  entrance  good  among!!  mankind. 

Fast.  I  have  already  told  you,  that  as  foon  as  I 
was  born,  I  obtained  full  dominion  over  the  adher¬ 
ents  of  Beelzebub  :  This  taught  the  angels  of  the 
deep  that  the  only  way  to  feduce  innocent  beings, 
was  to  injeU  my  nature  into  them  ;  and  that  the 
feeds  of  pride  being  once  fown,  they  could  not  fail 
of  moll  abundant  fruitfulnefs.  Man  was  originally 
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created  in  a  holy  and  happy  eliate,  a  perfect  ftrang- 
er  to  thofe  evils  which  now  prevail  over,  and  reign 
predominant  in  the  natural  and  moral  world.  You 
could  not  have  feen  fo  much  as  one  fymptom  of 
pride  or  covetoufnefs,  or  other  vice,  either  in  Adam 
or  Eve,  in  their  primitive  Hate.  They  loved  without 
unchaftity,  and  enjoyed  without  uncleannefs  ;  nor 
were  they  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with  the  racking  tor¬ 
ments  of  jealoufy.  No  anxious  thoughts,  perplexing 
fears  nor  dillrafling  cares,  dilturbed  their  peaceful 
hearts.  Envy,  anger,  fhame,  and  refentment,  were 
llrangers  to  the  new  created  pair,  and  never  fet  foot 
in  paradife  before  my  arrival  there.  Their  foie  de¬ 
light  was  to  contemplate  the  beneficence  of  their 
God. 

Our  eagle-eyed  angels,  when  they  faw  the  noble 
deportment  of  man,  foon  perceived  that  he  was  of  the 
fame  nature,  which  the  Son  of  God  was  predejlinat- 
ed  to  affume,  (for,  as  fome  think,  he  might,  out  of 
love  to  the  human  nature,  appear  occafionally  to  the 
heavenly  bolls  in  the  form  of  man*)  for  the  refilling 
of  which  decree,  they  were  damned  to  the  depths  of 
ever-burninghell.  The  firfldifcovery Beelzebub  made 
of  the  blefled  fituation  in  which  man  was  created,  filled 
his  noble  mind  with  fitch  violent  agitations  of  rage, 
envy,  malice,  and  pride,  that  his  fury  burll  beyond 
all  bounds.  He  (lamped  and  raged  in  a  molt  tem- 
peftuous  manner;  inforauch  that  he  fhook  the  fable 

firmament 

*  Same  mav  think  that  this  narenthefis  is  an  impeachment  of  the  know  ledge  of 

/  i  1  v 

Fahofus,  fuppohng  that  himfelf  was  ignorant,  whether  the  Son  of  God  did  or  dia 
not  affume  the  form  of  a  man  in  his  intercourfe  with  the  heavenly  legions.  But 
it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  this  judicious  devil  is  relating  tranfa&ions,  -which 
ev’ere  antecedent  to  the  time,  when  he  pvofefies  to  have  been  born0 
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firmament  of  hell,  and  brought  his  confederates  to  in 
quire  the  caufe  of  his  anguilh.  A  council  thus  conven¬ 
ed,  after  the  prince  had  a  little  recovered  from  the  firft 
Ihock  of  tranfporting  rage,  he  related  to  them  what 
he  had  difcovered,  concerning  the  inhabitants  of 
Eden.  Aiked  advice  of  his  fenators,  who,  to  a  devil, 
vowed  fpeedy  deftru&ion  to  man.  Some  demur 
there  was  reipehting  the  plan  of  their  operations  : 
For  the  impolitick  part  of  the  affembly,  finding  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  number,  were  for  having  man  af 
faulted  by  ftorm  :  But  the  more  fage  politicians  vot¬ 
ed  for  craft,  as  the  likelieft  method  to  feduce  them. 
At  laft  the  auguft  affembly  came  to  this  unanimous 
refolution,  «  That  the  great  Beelzebub  fhouid,  by 
certain  means,  by  him  to  be  devifed,  infpire  them 
with  my  nature,  nothing  doubting,  but  if  that  could 

Ds  done,  they  would  icon  declare  in  favour  of  the 
devil’s  government.” 


After  he  had  well  weighed  every  circumftance,  the 
arch-apoftate  undertook  the  enterprife  :  But  did  not 
judge  it  proper  to  exercife  force  againft  them,  know¬ 
ing  well  that  if  their  refiltance  proved  equal  to  their 
power,  all  his  deftrufciive  meafures  mull  unavoidably 
be  broken,  and  the  enterprife  mifearry.  Therefore, 
like  a  wife  hero  and  confummate  politician,  herefolv- 
ed  to  accomplifh  by  craft  and  fubtilty,  what  was  not 
to  be  done  by  open  affault ;  nor  did  he  think  it. 
advifable  to  addrefs  them  in  his  own  form,  left  he 
ftould  frighten  them  at  his  firft  appearance,  and  by 
tnat  means  render  their  feduQion  for  ever  after  im¬ 
practicable  :  But  judicioufly  concluded  that  the  moll 

pronnfing  method  was,  to  affume  the  bod/  of  one  of 
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their  familiar  domeftick  animals,  which  were  daily 
under  their  obfervation.  Accordingly,  after  long 
confultation  with  himfelf,  and  ftriftly  examining  the 
brutal  tribes,  he  poffeffed  a  beauteous  ferpent,  perceiv¬ 
ing  that  it  was  head  of  the  reptile  world,  and  heft  fit¬ 
ted  for  converfe  with  man,  with  whom  alfo  it  was 
more  familiar,  than  all  the  beads  befide.  Thus 
equipped  for  executing  the  deep  projected  fcheme, 
he  {till  afted  with  caution  becoming  the  moft  con- 
fummate  experience.  He  cared  not  to  attack  them 
both  at  once,  left  by  any  means  they  fhould  fee 
through  his  difguife,  and  he  fhould  occafion  his  own 

O  O  J 

repulfe  ;  therefore,  he  craftily  lurked  near  them,  and 
overheard"  their  difcourfe,  that  he  might  better  learn 
which  of  them  was  the  weaker  vefiel. 

Being  a  fpirit  of  great  penetration,  he  foon  found 
that  the  woman  was  not  only  the  weak  ell  but  the 
youngeft  ;  and  what  greatly  encouraged  his  hope  was, 
that  the  man  loved  the  woman  with  the  moft  tender 
affedtion,  a  circumftance  very  painful  for  him  to  be¬ 
hold.  Peace  being  now  a  ftranger  to  his  own  bofom, 
it  was  grievous  for  him  to  fee  the  felicity  of  the  hu¬ 
man  pair.  In  confequence  of  thefe  difcoveries,  he 
made  no  attempts  upon  the  man  ;  but  bent  all  his 
endeavours  to  feduce  the  woman,  not  doubting,  but 
if  that  could  be  effefted,  the  man  would  come  of 
eourfe,  fo  ftrongly  was  he  attached  to  his  yokefellow. 

I  would  tell  you  the  whole  now,  coufin,  but  I  mult 
go  and  affift  my  lady  Gaiety  to  drefs  j  for  file  is  to 
dine  with  my  Lord  Frolick  today.  About  four 
o'clock  I’ll  meet  you  here.  _ 
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Infidelis  &  Impiator. 


T^ASTOSUS  and  Avaro  had  not  been  long  gone, 
-*•  before  I  faw  Infidelis  and  Impiator,  ftalking  up 
to  the  rendezvous,  and,  as  they  walked,  thus  con- 
verfing  : 

Imp.  But  is  it  poffible,  fir,  that  the  papifts  fliould 
afcribe  an  equal,  if  not  a  greater  glory,  to  the  bleffed 
virgin,  than  to  the  Son  of  God  ? 

In  fib.  It  is  not  only  poffible,  but  certain;  and 
as  a  proof  of  it,  I  fhall  repeat  to  you  one  of  their 
prayers  to  her  ;  a  prayer  which  can  by  no  means  be 
offenfive  to  any  of  our  people.  66  O  Mary  !  the 
ftarof  the  fea;  the  haven  of  health  ;  the  learned  ad¬ 
vocate  of  the  guilty  ;  the  only  hope  of  the  defperate ; 
the  faviour  of  finners.  Thou  calleft  thyfelf  the  hand- 
maid  of  Jefus  Chrifi,  but  art  his  lady  ;  for  right  and 
reafon  willeth,  that  the  mother  be  above  the  fom 
Pray  him,  and  command  him  from  above,  that  he 
lead  us  to  his  kingdom,  at  the  world’s  end.”  Here 
you  fee,  child,  that  although  he  was  believed  by  his 
apoftles  to  be  God  over  all  ;  the  papifis  have  found 
out  a  way  to  put  him  under  the  command  of  his 
virgin  mother.  Not  only  fo,  but  they  have  put  him 
under  tne  command  of  St.  Ann,  reputed  by  them  to 
have  been  his  grandmother,  as  may  be  feen  in  that 
famous  prayer,  approved  and  authorifed  by  the  doc-: 
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tors  of  the  Sorbonne,  in  Paris.  I  ll  repeat  thepaffage, 

being  the  fourth  paragraph  in  the  prayer.  u  In  hom¬ 
age  of  the  right  and  power  (of  mother)  which  you 

had  over  your  daughter,  (Mary)  and  of  grandmother 
over  her  fon,  and  of  their  (Mary’s  and  Jeius’s)  fub- 
miffion,  which  they  render  you.”  Here  you  fee  he 
is  fuppofed  to  fubmit  to  his  grandmother  Ann,  as 
weir  as  to  be  under  the  government  of  his  mother 
Mary.  I  could  tell  you  ft  range  things,  fon,  about 
the  popifh  religion,  and  I  intend  it  erelong  ;  but,  for 
the  prefent,  I  would  beg  of  you  to  give  me  fome  far¬ 
ther  account  of  the  different  cantons  of  your  devo- 

/ 

tees.  I  think  they  were  feven  in  number. 

Imp.  I  Ihall  defcribe  them  to  you,  fir.  And  it 
would  be  proper  to  begin  with  the  canton  of  drunk¬ 
ards,  becaufe  that  is  the  royal  canton,  where  I  keep 
my  court  ;  but  with  your  good  leave,  I  ihall  defer 

the  description  of  it  to  the  lad. 

In  fid.  Son,  your  will  is  your  law  in  this  partic¬ 
ular  ;  take  whatever  method  your  thoughts  fugged 

as  bed. 

Imp.  Then  I  begin  with  the  canton  of  fwearers, 
the  mod  foolifh  and  unaccountable  fet  of  people,  up¬ 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  This  canton  is  divided  in¬ 
to  two  provinces,  both  which  are  full  of  people  :  In 
tire  fird  province  dwell  the  fade  fwearers,  and  the 

profane  fwearers  in  the  fecond. 

The  province  of  falfe  fwearers,  is  divided  into 

three  cidriris,  the  fird  of  which  is  inhabited  b, 
knights  of  the  pod,  a  fet  of  gentry  who  get  their  liv¬ 
ing  by  giving  evidence  in  caufes  to  which  they  are 

perfea  ftrangefs.  Thefe  knights  commonly  make 

.  their 


OF 


DEVILS. 


Dial.  5.] 


their  court  to  the  c- — kof  arr-igns,  whom,  they  |cnow, 
is  beft  capable  of  finding  them  employment.  It  is 
not  a  great  many  years  fince,  a  gentleman,  walking 
in  the  feffions-houfe,  in  the  Old  Baily,  was  accofied  by 
one  of  thefe  knights  with,  “  Pray,  fir,  do  you  want  a 
witnefs  ?  Sir,  I’ll  ferve  you  as  cheap  and  as  well  as 
any  man.”  Gardiner,  bifllop  of  Wmchefter,  formerly 
was  a  mighty  protestor  of  this  order  of  knights  :  And, 
at  this  day,  our  gbod  friend,  the  father  of  the  world, 
his  worthy  inquifitors,  and  not  a  few  right  reverend 
prelates,  are  head  men  in  the  diftridt  of  falfe  fwear- 
ers.  Many  a  good  Chriftian  has  been  brought  to 
the  flake,  or  gallows,  by  their  affiduity,  both  among 
papifts  and  pagans  ;  and  more  efpecially  the  former, 
who  are  far  from  being  fo  honeft  as  the  latter  ;  and 
not  by  half  fo  confident, 

The  fecond  diftridt  is  inhabited  by  the  mercenary 
fwearers.  This  is  a  race,  fuppofed  to  be  defcended 
from  the  knights  of  the  poft  ;  and  to  be  fare  there 
is  a  great  likenefs  betwixt  the  two.  The  mercena¬ 
ry  fwearers  will  buy  a  piece  of  goods  for  five  (hillings, 
and  as  foon  as  a  buyer  prefents  himfelf,  tells  him 
that,  upon  his  life  and  foul,  it  coft  him  fix  (hillings* 
When  he  meets  with  another  feller  of  the  fame  com¬ 
modity,  in  order  to  obtain  a  good  pennyworth,  he 
fhews  him  the  goods  for  which  he  paid  five  (hillings, 
and  tells  the  (Danger,  that,  u  As  he  hopes  to  be  faved, 
he  gave  no  more  than  four  and  fix  pence  for  it.”  The 
dealers  in  horfes,  drovers,  and  butchers,  are  Angular¬ 
ly  dexterous  at  this  kind  of  fwearing.  In  this  diflridl, 
it  is  a  prevalent  opinion,  that  a  man  is  not  fit  to  live 
in  the  world,  unlefs  he  can  fwear  to  a  lie. 

F  3  The 
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The  third  divifion  is  inhabited  by  the  foolifh  fwear- 
ers,  a  people  the  mo  ft  remarkably  ftupid  of  any  un¬ 
der  the  government  of  hell.  Some  of  them  are  fo  ac- 
cuftomed  to  it  from  their  infancy,  that  they  do  not 
fo  much  as  know  when  they  fwear,  and  are  as  defti- 
tute  of  defign  in  the  practice,  as  the  parrot  when  it 
fcolds  the  chambermaid,  or  as  many  good  people 
when  they  fay  their  prayers  at  church.  Others  feem 
to  have  fuch  a  low  opinion  of  their  own  probity, 
that  they  imagine  no  one  will  believe  what  they  fay, 
nnlefs  every  fentence  is  ufhered  in  with  an  oath  in 
the  van,  and  confirmed  by  another  in  the  rear.  Gen- 
tlemen  of  family,  fortune  and  fa'fhion,  are  ftationed 
in  this  clafs,  and  are  extremely  dexterous  here.  Nor 
are  the  officers  of  the  fleet  and  army  lefs  learned,  or 
devoid  of  thofe  embellifhments.  The  greatefl  part 
of  the  Englifh  officers  indeed,  marine  and  military, 
efteem  a  man  not  fit  to  carry  a  mufket,  unlefs  he  can 
fwear  an  hundred  oaths  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
without  any  qualms  of  confcience. 

The  Britiffi  army  fo  far  excels  in  this  fine  art,  that 
they  can  fairly  curfe  the  French  off  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle,  without  ever  flriking  a  blow  :  So  terrified  are 
the  French  at  the  oaths  of  the  Englifh.  Aye,  father, 
I  affure  you,  that  this  heroic k  practice,  is  now  fo 
prevalent  among  the  bafeft  of  the  multitude,  that  i 
could  pick  you  out  a  low  lifed  boatfwain,  who  will 
vie  with  an  admiral  ;  and  a  dwarfifh  drummer,  who 
will  fwear  with  a  lieutenant  general,  for  any  money 
Yea,  I  could  pick  you  out  a  fellow,  who  cannot  pro¬ 
cure  whole  fhoes  to  his  feet,  that  yet  will  match  any 

nobleman  or  efquire  in  the  land  at  fwearing.  And, 

:  '  ‘  '  fir, 
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fir,  if  honour  confiils  in  being  adepts  here,  the  vilcft 
pedlar  may  vie  with  the  belt  of  the  gentry,  and  the 
very  footpad  may  challenge  a  peer  ot  the  realm. 
The  canton  of  fwearers  is  a  very  populous  and  very 
honourable  place.  Here  are  dukes,  knights  of  all 
orders,  marquiffes,  and  earls.  And  a  very  worlhip- 
ful  canton  it  is  too  ;  for  numbers  of  very  refpettabic 
corporations,  and  many  juliices  of  the  peace  reude 


10  U‘ 

I  have  often  laughed  to  fee  a  delinquent  brought 
before  a  magiftrate,  and  by  him  be  obliged  to  pay 
two  fhillings  for  every  attelled  oath,  when  the  magis¬ 
trate  himfelf,  had  not  manhood  enough  to  maintain 
converfation  for  ten  minutes,  without  being  guilt}.  of 
profane  fwearing. 

In  fid.  Pray  thee,  my  fon,  what  are  the  q ualihca- 
tions  requihte  to  a  juhice  of  the  peace  m  thy  countiy  . 

Imp.  Two  qualiftcations  only,  fir,  are  requihte. 
The  firft  is,  that  the  gentleman  be  pretty  well  to  live 
in  the  world,  and  the  fecond,  that  he  fhall  bean  obfe- 
quious  tool  to  adminiftration.  As  to  knowledge  of 
the  law,  love  to  the  people,  regard  to  moral  pr 
pies,  and  all  fuch  ftuff,  they  are  altogether  out  .of  the 
queftion. 

I  was  going  to  fay,  k  is  a  very  religious  canton 
too,  becaufe  here  you  may  find  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  reverend  parfons,  both  papilts  and  proteftants. 
As  for  their  oaths  in  ufe,  they  are  various,  as  the 
fancy  of  the  fwearers  inclines  them.  Some  fwear  by 
heaven,  others  by  the  God  of  heaven  ;  fome  fwear 
by  Chrift,  others  by  his  blood  and  wounds  ;  fome  by 
St.  Peter,  others  by  St.  Paul  ;  fome  by  St.  Maryf 

F  a  others 
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others  by  her  virginity  ;  feme  fwear  by  the  pope, 
others  by  his  hoiinefs,  and  by  his  infallibility  •  fome 
by  the  life  of  their  fovereign  ;  fome  by  the  life  of  the 
devil,  and  fome  by  their  own  lives.  Some  there  are 
who  fwear  by  the  church,  others  by  the  liturgy  and 
mafs  ;  and  fome,  for  want  of  a  better  epithet,  fwear 
by  their  own  eyes  and  limbs. 

In  fid.  Indeed,  fon,  thefe  are  a  fet  of  as  foolifh 
people,  as  one  would  wifh  to  meet  with.  The  devil 
himfelf  would  not  wifh  them  to  be  more  foolifh. 
One  would  wonder  to  fee  men  of  difhnftion,  who 
difdain  to  conform  to  the  vulgar,  in  other  particulars, 
rank  themfelves  with  •gipfies,  and  fturdy  beggars,  in 
this  mod  abjeU  and  unmanly  praftice.  Senfible 
people,  and  fome  there  are  itill  among  men,  do  not 
efteem  a  man  the  more  for  his  acres  or  penfion,  but 
for  his  virtue  and  good  fenfe  ;  and  hence  a  fwearing 
gipfy  and  a  fwearing  gentleman  are  held  as  equally 
difhonourable.  But  no  more  of  this  ;  I  intend  not 
to  become  a  moralift  at  this  time. 

Imp.  I  a  Jure  you,  profitable  as  they  are  to  me, 
I  am  ready  to  crack  my  fides  with  laughing,  to  fee 
how  foolifhly  they  fight  and  brawl,  curfc  and  damn 
each  other,  and  how  ready  they  are  to  forward  the 
devil's  intereft,  notwithflanding  it  is  to  their  owm  ev- 
erlafting  ruin. 

The  fecond  canton  is  that  of  thieves  ;  and  a  ve¬ 
ry  flourifhing  canton  it  is,  notwit’nftanding  we  every 
feffion  fend  a  freight  over  the  Stygian  lake,*  who  no 

more 


*  The  author  has  often  lamented  the  unhappy  and  untimely  end,  of  the  male¬ 
factors  hung  up  every  fefiions ;  fometimes  for  things  perhaps  comparatively  trifling, 


Dial.  5.]  of  DEVILS.  89 

more  return  to  their  native  country.  This  canton 
beinp  verv  extenfive,  is  likewife  divided  into  feveral 

O  j 

leffer  cantons.  The  firft  of  which  contains  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  thieves.  A  very  courtly?  polite,  and  fafhion- 
able  ft  of  people.  Gentlemen  thieves,  arc  fuch 
who  enjoy  places  of  honour  and  trull,  and  are  not 
careful  of  their  duty  to  their  king  and  country.  It 
is  obfervable  of  them,  that  when  they  are  out  of  place, 
they  are  the  greateft  enemies  to  corruption,  and  the 
{launched  friends  to  liberty  in  the  world.  They  are 
capable  of  no  influence,  but  that  of  patriotifm,  fo 
long  as  unprovided  for  ;  but  the  moment  their  hap¬ 
py  liars  make  them  place  men,’  they  forget  their  pa¬ 
triotifm,  drop  their  enmity  to  venality,  and  feck 
nothing  fo  much  as  their  own  emolument,  leaving 
the  publick  to  fhift  for  itfelf.  It  is  thought  that  not 
a  few  gentlemen  thieves  live,  within  an  hundred  miles 
of  famous  Tyburn  ;  and  fome  people  farther  think,  it 
is  great  pity  that  folemn  tree  is  not  more  frequently 
graced  with  them  :  But  in  modern  times  it  is  quite 

unfafhionable 

and  which  in  themfelves  cannot  merit  fo  fevere  a  punifhment*  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  from  feripture,  or  reafon,  that  common  theft  fhould  be  punifhed  with  the 
gallows  ;  and  efpecially  when  the  matter  ftolen  is  of  fmall  value.  Nor  does  it 
appear  to  be  good  policy  to  deprive  fociety  of  a  member,  who  might  afterwards 
be  ufeful,  on  account  of  foine  rafh  and  unguarded  invafion  of  his  neighbour’s 
property.  Kang  them  once,  and  their  fervices  are  forever  loft  to  the  community. 
If  other  methods  were  taken?  villany  would  be  more  fuccefsfully  fuppreffed,  and 
the  members  of  fociety  fpared  for  ufefulnefs.  The  Britifh  fenatdrs  mull  needs 
fee,  that  the  hanging  trade  does  not  lefien  the  number  of  rogues  ;  nor  the  un¬ 
timely  end  of  one  leave  fuitable  imprefiions  upon  the  minds  of  others.  To  be 
bound  to  hard  labour  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  would  be  more  terrible  than  to 
be  tranfpoited  for  feven  ;  and  b  elides,  ufe  might  introduce  a  laborious  habit, 
which  would  render  ftealing  unneceffary.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to  a  diffolute 
young  man,  who  hates  labour,  to  be  chained  to  a  dung-cart  or  placed  in  fome 
other  fervile  Ration,  would  be  more  dreadful  than  Tyburn  itfelf. 
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unfafhionable  to  hang  any  but  the  little  thieves*. 
Thofe  gentlemen  having  no  principles,  above  ambition 
and  avarice,  to  influence  them,  being  once  in  place* 
are  capable  of  being  more  injurious  to  the  common¬ 
wealth,  each  of  them  than  an  hundred  highwaymen  ; 
and  yet  Tyburn  is  not  honoured  with  a  gentleman 
thief,  above  once  in  a  century,  much  to  the  grief  of 
real  patriots. 

Another  clafs  of  gentlemen  thieves,are  our  officers  by 
fea  and  land,  who  impofe  upon  their  king  and  coun¬ 
try,  by  falfe  mufters  :  And  in  a  very  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  thofe  who  make  their  own  fortunes,  (no  matter 
whether  in  the  Eaft  or  W eftindies)  by  the  fatigue  of 
their  men,  who  are  left  to  remain  in  their  original 
penury.-  Thefe,  together  with  the  commiflaries  for  the 
army,  agents  for  regiments,  &c.  are  all  ftationed  here. 

The  fecond  fubdiviflon  is  peopled  by  what  we  call 
the  fafhionable  thieves.  A  prodigious  populous 
place  .is  this.  Here  dwell  legions  of  attornies  ;  ver¬ 
min,  who,  for  five  (hillings  worth  of  labour,  will 
charge  their  clients  near  the  fame  number  of  pounds  ; 
and  very  confcientioufly  take  pay,  for  wilfully  per¬ 
verting  and  defeating  a  juft  caufe.  Here  you  may 
find  gentlemen,  who  can  procure  witneffes  to  fwear 
juft  as  you  would  have  them,  and  pack  a  jury  that 
can  give  a  clear  verdiU,  over  the  belly  of  the  mo  ft 
confident  evidence.  Such  a  jury  hath,  ere  now, 
faved  a  noble  neck  from  the  deferved  cord,  through 

the 

*  If  an  ingenious  mechanick  fliould  die  for  filing  a  Tingle  guinea  ;  an  extrava¬ 
gant  youth  be  hanged,  without  mercy,  for  putting  you  in  bodily  fear,  on  the 
highway  ;  or  a  vain  girl,  in  the  prime  of  life,  be  executed  for  dealing  a  few” 
yards  of  lace  ;  and  others  plunder  the  nation  of  thoufancU  with  impunity,  k 
fhov/s  that  there  muft  be  a  defeat  fomewbere. 
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the  all-fubduing  power  of  money.  To  this  famous 
divifion  belongs  the  tradefman,  who  will  take  more 
from  an  unikilful  buyer,  tnan  he  knows  in  hi6  con- 
fcience  his  goods  are  worth  :  A  thing  very  common 
among  dealers.  Alfo  the  wealthy  gentleman,  who, 
in  buying,  will  take  advantage  of  the  indigence  oi 
the  feller,  and  pay,  if  he  can,  lefs  than  the  real  worth 
of  what  he  buys.  This  pra&ice  is  now  fo  very  near 
to  univerfal,  that  tradefmen  deal  with  one  an¬ 
other,  for  the  mod  part,  as  if  they  were  all 
known  to  be  rogues  and  cheats,  and  he  is  the  bed 
tradefman,  that  can  bed  guard  agand  the  villany  oi 
his  neighbours. 

Here  dwells  the  careful  tradefman,  who,  it  a  man 
once  owes  him  five  pounds,  would  write  down  five 
pounds  ten  {hillings.  This  method  is  fo  much  in 
vogue,  that  many  people  dare  not  trud  their  names 
on  the  tradefmen’s  books.  As  for  my  friend.  Sir 
Roger  Latepay,  he  has  had  fuch  experience  of  it,  that 
his  wood  is  in  danger.  In  this  fashionable  divifion 
dwells  the  tradefman,  who,  confcious  that  his  own 
capital  is  expended,  fupports  his  luxury  and  grandeur 
at  the  expenfe  of  his  dealers  ;  and  many  fuch  there 
be  in  town  and  country.  The  avaricious  fanners, 
manufacturers  and  houfeholders,  who  make  their  Ser¬ 
vants  and  mechanicks  work  under  their  ufual  wages, 
from  the  pretence  of  deadnefs  of  trade,  &c.  The  buy¬ 
er,  who  is  confcious  of  his  prefent  inability,  and 
fpends  without  any  probable  view  of  being  hereafter 
able  to  pay,  dwells  in  tfie  very  heart  of  this  divifion; 
and  hard  by  him  dwells  the  father,  who,  to  gratify  a 
depraved  tafte,  Squanders  away  his  eftate,  to  the  de¬ 
frauding 
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frauding  of  his  wife  and  children.  All  of  thefe,  fir, 
are  very  fafhionabie  people. 

The  third  divifion  is  that  of  holy  thieves.  That  is, 
men  whofe  theft  is  in  holy  things.  By  holy  thieves, 
I  mean  unholy  men,  fuftaining  holy  offices.  Such  is 
he,  who  enters  into  orders,  merely  for  the  fake  of  a 
good  living.  All  who  climb  over  the  wall,  and  come 
not  in  by  the  door,  are  thieves  and  robbers.  Thieves, 
becaufe  they  fteal  the  portion  of  the  priefts  ;  for,  hav¬ 
ing  no  right  to  the  facerdotal  fun&ion,  their  partici¬ 
pation  of  the  altar  is  facrilegious  theft.  Robbers, 
becaufe  they  make  havock  of  the  church,  and  deprive 
God’s  children  of  the  food  allowed  them  by  their 
heavenly  Father.  Here  dwell  Ifioals  of  popifh  priefls, 
and  very  confiderable  numbers  of  protefiant  clergy, 
of  various  denominations,  as  well  as  the  total  fum  of 
pagan  and  mahometan  mufties.  His  holinefs  the 
pope  of  Rome,  is  indeed  prefident  in  this  divifion, 
for  he  fteals  the  prerogatives  of  God  and  applies  them 
to  his  own  private  ufe. 

The  fourth  divifion  in  the  canton  of  thieves,  are 
thofe  whom  we  cal!  the  fporting  thieves.  Such  are 
card-players,  cock-fighters,  horfe-courfers,  and  gam¬ 
blers  of  all  forts.  I  know  of  none  of  my  fporting 
fubjefls,  but  what  will  win  if  they  can,  either  by  up¬ 
right,  or  inequitable  means.  Therefore,  with  us  it 
is  an  eftablifhed  maxim,  that  the  true  gambler  is  the 
certain  thief.  Here  too  you  may  find  princes,  no¬ 
bles,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  judges  of  every 
rank.  Ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  how  iiave  I  been  ready  to 
fplit  my  Tides  with  laughing,  to  fee  an  archbifhop  lay 
afide  his  mitre,  and  take  up  a  pack  of  cards  ;  and 

the 
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the  facred  judge,  after  having  paffed  feiitence  011  a 
criminal,  lay  afide  all  his  folemnity,  and  put  on  the 
fprightly  fportfma'n.  Then  cried  I,  O  !  the  bench  ! 

‘  O  !  the  pulpit  !  O  !  the  gambler ! 

The  fifth  divifion  in  the  canton  of  thieves,  is  in¬ 
habited  by  what  we  call  fantaftick  thieves.  A  very 
-  contemptible  canton  this  is  with  fenfible  people.  Yet 
foolifh  as  they  are  with  their  noltrums,  they  make  it 
appear,  that  there  are  people  more  foolifh  than  them- 
felves  ;  for  they  pick  the  pockets  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  cantons  very  cleverly.  Here  dwell  your  Daffies* 
Godfries,  Stoughtons,  Fluggers,  Lowthers,  Jamefes, 
Turlingtons,  See.  Here  the  famous  Mr.  Mountebank 
is  prefident,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Archee  is  his  deputy. 
In  this  divifion  nothing  is  heard  of  but  pills,  lozenges, 
troches,  balfams,  elixirs,  drops,  cordials,  and  the  ready 
coin  j  for  the  fantaftical  thieves  can  give  no  credit. 

The  fxxth  divifion  confifts  of  plain  honeft  highway¬ 
men.  Honeft,  when  compared  with  many  of  the  oth¬ 
ers  ;  for  when  they  are  about  to  rob  a  man,  they  very 
honeftly  tell  him  their  defign,  and  Hake  but  a  few 
high  words,  and  the  mouth  of  the  piftol,  againft  the 
purfe  and  all  that  is  in  it,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
odds  be  greatly  on  the  traveller’s  fide,  the  highway¬ 
man  carries  lightly  ofF,  with  the  watch  into  the  bar¬ 
gain.  Whereas  many  of  the  gentlemen  thieves,  car¬ 
ry  on  their  work  fo  flily,  that  you  know  not  their  in¬ 
tention  of  robbing  you,  until  long  after  the  robbery 
is  committed.  O  !  Tyburn,  Tyburn,  then  halt 
long  groaned  for  ffich  men  as  thefe  ! 

Here  too  are  many  venerable  priells,  who,  by  pre¬ 
tended  pardons,  difpenfations,  See.  play  the  pick¬ 
pocket 
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pocket  to  great  advantage.  Much  could  I  fay  about 
this  clafs  of  veterans  in  the  thieving  trade,  were  I  not 
afraid  of  exciting  their  refentment,  which  would  be 
very  detrimental  to  my  defi gns,as  they  lead  the  con- 
fciences  ot  the  laity  juft  which  way  they  pleafe. 

In  fid.  Indeed,  my  fon,  by  your  account  of  them, 
the  highwaymen  and  pick-pockets,  are  lefs  prejudicial 
to  fociety,  than  many  who  are  held  to  be  men  of  great 
renown. 

Imp.  Ay*  fir,  a  thoufand  times,  and  I  can  tell  you 
that  fome  of  the  greateft  of  names  are  enrolled  in  the 
annals  of  this  canton  of  thieves.  There  are  the  Gre¬ 
cian  and  Roman  heroes,  almoft  in  general,  particu¬ 
larly  great  Alexander,  and  Julius  Csefar.  There  is 
Tamerlane,  there  is  Kouli  Khan,  there  is  Philip  of 
Spain,  and  there  is  L - s  of  France,  who  has  as 


good  an  inclination  to  thieving  as  any  body.  Poor 
gentleman,  it  is  not  half  a  century  fince  he  put  forth 


his  hand  to  pick  the  pocket  of  George,  king  of  Brit¬ 
ain  ;  but  he  got  his  fingers  moft  wofully  bitten,  be¬ 
fore  he  could  pull  them  in  again.  But  what  is  bred 
in  the  bone  will  never  be  out  of  the  flefh  ;  therefore, 
as  the  Englifli  did  not  take  care  effectually  to  fecure 
themfelves  when  they  had  it  in  their  power,  they  mult 
expeCl  further  experience  of  French  theft. 

In  fid.  One  would  have  thought  that  the  Englifh 
have  had  fo  many  inftances  of  royal  theft,  from  that 
quarter,  that  they  would  have  effectually  prevented 
future  danger  from  thence.  Nor  are  our  good  friends 
the  Spaniards  lefs  inclined  to  the  thievifh  praCiice 
than  their  neighbours.  Witnefs  Peru  and  Mexico, 
thofe  once,  opulent  and  populous  kingdoms^  which 

now 
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devils. 


now  belong  to  them,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  purfe 
of  gold  belongs  to  the  highwayman,  who  took  it  from 

the  gentleman  he  murdered. 

Imp.  Ay,  fir,  great  thieves  are  abundantly  more 
hurtful  to  mankind,  than  thieves  of  a  dwarfilh  fize  ; 
though  famous  Tyburn,  and  'the  places  akin  to  it, 
feldom  have  the  honour  of  ufhering  them  into  the 

other  world.  ■ 

The  third  canton  is  the  liars’  canton,  a  people  with 
double  tongues,  and  of  the  nature  of  an  otter,  amphib¬ 
ious.  The  great  Beelzebub  himfelf  is  grand  prefident 
here,  but  is  reprefented  by  two  famous  deputies, 
namely,  the  artful  Mahomet,  and  the  good  old  gen- 
tleman  at  Rome.  Of  the  two,  the  latter  is  moil  in 
favour  at  court,  becaufe,  as  Beelzebub  fays,  he  is  fo 
very  much  of  his  own  image  ;  although,  it  mud  be 
evened,  Mahomet  bears  a  very  great  refemblance. 
All  the  holy  fathers,  my  lords  the  inquifitors,  with  their 
afliftant  familiars.  All  the  venerable  patriarchs,  and 
princely  cardinals,  refide  in  the  metropolis  near  the 
exchange,  in  the  principal  ftreet,  which  is  a  ftraight 
thoroughfare  to  hell.  The  bifhops,  of  both  ranks, 
are  ftationed  next  to  them,  and  greatly  facilitate  the 
journey  of  paffengers.  The  very  populous  fuburbs 
are  inhabited  by  the  fons  of  St.  Ignatius  ;  than  whom, 
none  are  more  excellent  at  the  arts  of  lying  and  eva- 
fion.  And  here  too  are  abundance  of  friars,  of  eye ry 
order,  who,  though  lefs  crafty  than  the  jefuits,  are 
very  diligent  in  the  great  work  of  deceit.  In  this 
country,  politenefs  and  learning  have  arrived  at  the 
gteateft  perfection.  Here  are  abundance  of  cour¬ 
tiers,  and  ftatefmen,  befides  athiefts  and  diefts,  high- 


96  DIALOGUES  [Dial.  5. 

ly  efteemcd  by  our  people,  for  their  learning  and 
fenfe. 


The  famous  court  liars,  are  like  a  dead  fiih.  They 
always  fwim.with  the  ftrcam  of  power.  They  are  for 
or  againft  ftamp-aQs,  and  general  warrants,  juft  as 
the  fentiments  of  their  fuperiours  direft.  They  are 
proteftants,  or  intolerant  papifts,  or  neither,  juft  as 
their  prince  is  inclined,  or  as  their  own  interefts  re¬ 
quire.  Their  confciences  are  tender  as  a  willow, 
and  will  turn  any  way  with  the  application  of  a  purfe 
of  gold,  a  place,  a  penfion,  or  a  peerage.  When  it 
ferves  their  low  and  bafe  pmpofes,  you  will  find  them 
patriots  ;  but  if  the  good  of  the  nation  dailies  with 
their  finifter  views,  you  may  find  them  traitors, 
either  to  church  or  ftate,  or  to  both.  Of  this  clafs 
were  Bonner  and  Gardiner,  zealous  proteftants  in 
the  days  of  Edward  the  fixth,  and  bloody  papifts  in 
the  reign  of  his  filter  of  fcarlet  memory.  To  this 
clafs  alfo  belonged  Sharp,  the  archbiihop  of  St.  An¬ 
drews  ;  for  it  was  not  conviction,  but  gold,  that 
changed  his  fentiments  from  preibytery  to  prelacy. 
All  the  arguments  which  my  lords,  the  bifhops  of 
England,  had  advanced,  made  no  more  impreffion 
upon  him,  than  an  arrow  would  have  made  upon  a 
rock  of  flint  ;  but  when  his  Majefty  came,  in  a  rhe¬ 
torical  manner,  to  prefs  him  home  with  a  heavy  purfe 
of  gold,  a  coach  and  fix,  and  a  bifiioprick,  he  was 
quite  confounded,  and  had  not  a  word  to  fay  for 
mother  kirk  of  Scotland.  Such  court  arguments  asthis, 

fir,  flop  the  mouths  of  irfany  a  patriot  ;  Lord  C - m 

is  a  recent  proof  of  this.  Such  was  thb:  force  of  his 
elocution,  that  it  could  gain  battles,  fubd'  dates, 
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reverfe  laws,  and  make  placemen  tremble,  until  he 
was  unhappily  confounded  by  a  place,  a  penfion,  and 
a  peerage  ;  and  now,  poor  gentleman,  he  has  nothing 
left  to  gratify  his  ambition,  but  the  melancholy  re- 
fleQiori  of  what  he  once  was. 

There  is  another  herd  of  court  liars,  (excufe  the 
phrafe,  fir,  becaufe  it  is  the  common  opinion,  that  of 
all  vermin,  court  liars  are  the  molt  deteftable)  who 
fawn  like  a  fpaniel  upon  every  prince  that  afcends 
Ihe  throne,  in  order  to  ingratiate  themfelves  into  his 
favour,  thereby  to  make  fure  of  their  own  emolument* 
If  the  manners  of  the  prince  are  ever  fo  diffolute5 
they  carefs  him  as  their  moft  wife  and  amiable  mon¬ 
arch.  Though  he  were  as  much  of  a  daftard  as  Sar- 
danapalus,  they  will  perfuade  him  that  he  may  vie 
with  Heftor  for  magnanimity.  If  he  is  a  drunkard*, 
or  glutton,  they  will  flatter  him  with  his  temperance  ; 
or  reprefenthis  luxury  as  a  princely  virtue,  very  be¬ 
coming  a  royal  perfonage  ;  even  if  one  half  of  his 
fubjefts  he  famifhing  for  want  of  bread.  Some  of 
thofe  court  liars  will  tell  their  prince,  that  it  is  no 
crime  at  all  for  him  to  enter  his  neighbour’s  territo¬ 
ries,  and  murder  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  of  his 
fubje&s,  though  there  is  really  no  caufe  given  on 
their  part,  for  the  hoftile  invafion.  Some  fuch  vil¬ 
lains  precipitated  Lewis  of  France  into  a  war  with 
Britain,  which  would  infallibly  have  proved  his  ruin, 
had  he  not  been  well  befriended  by  feme  people  near 
St.  James’s. 

A  truly  patriotick  courtier  is  a  ftrong  pillar  to  the 
throne  ;  but  court  liars  are  the  deftruflion  of  that 
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It  is  my  opinion,  that  a  prince  has  need  either  to 
be  a  very  wife  man  himfelf,  or  to  have  very  honeft 
ujea  about  him.  Happy  is  that  nation,  who  has  a 
wife  and  prudent  king,  and  at  the  fame  time  hondt 
and  faithful  miniflers.  Earthly  thrones  are  fo  in- 
felted  with  fawning  flatterers,  that  if  the  prince  is 
not  very  well  acquainted  with  his  Bible,  it  is  diffi- 
cult  for  him  to  know,  whether  he  is  virtuous  or  vi¬ 
cious. 

,  _  •  * 

Infid.  That  is  a  book  in  little  efteem.  Great 

men  are  for  the  moil  part  too  polite  to  trouble  therm 
felves  with  its  contents,  becaufe  they  are  fo  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  their  practices. 

Imp.  True,  and  by  thofe  means  princes  are  the 
more  readily  deceived.  For  a  mitred  courtier  may, 
perhaps,  tell  his  prince,  that  it  is  lawful  for  a  royal 
perfonage,  to  debauch  the  wife  or  daughter  of  one  of 
an  inferiour  rank,  but  unlawful  for  a  plebeian ;  not- 
withftanding  his  fpiritual  lordfhip  knows  very  well, 
that  when  God  faid,  “  Whoremongers  and  adulter¬ 
ers  I  will  judge,”  he  exempted  not  the  prince  any 
more  than  the  peafant  ;  for  with  him  there  is  no  ref- 
pe£l  of  perfons,  on  account  of  their  worldly  dignity. 

Another  right  reverend  courtier  tells  his  prince, 
that  it  is  allowable  enough  in  him,  on  the  Sabbath,  af¬ 
ter  the  irkfome  fervice  is  over  at  church,  to  divert 
himfelf  with  a  quiet,  civil  game  at  chefs,  quadrille,  or 
whatever  his  pious  inclination  leads  him  to  ;  and 
that  it  may  be  lawful  for  fome  favourite  nobility  to 
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affilt  at  the  fport  ;  but,  fays  he,  it  is  utterly  unlawful 

for  the  hulbandman  and  low  mechanick  ;  though  the 

downy  doctor  knows  well  enough,  that  when  the  Al¬ 
mighty 
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mighty  fanftified  the  Sabbath,  it  was  not  a  part  only', 
but  the  whole  Sabbath  he  intended. 

In  fid.  AV ell,  Impiator,  whatever  licenfe  the 
right  reverends  allow  at  court,  their  fable  brethren  in 
the  country  are  not  lefs  indulgent  ;  for  in  moll  par- 
ifhes  in  England,  the  people  may  fwear  or  pray,  get 
drunk  or  communicate,  go  to  church  or  (lay  at 
home,  get  to  heaven  or  hell,  juft  as  their  inclination 
leads  them,  for  any  concern  his  reverence  the  parloii 
gives  himfelf,  provided  always  he  is  not  cheated  of  his 
dues.  1 


Imp.  I  know  I  am  well  befriended  by  many 
clergymen.  But  to  return  to  the  prince,  I  aflure 
you  I  have  often  thought  that,  of  all  men,  it  is  the 
greateft  difficulty  for  him  to  be  a  good  man,  and  get 
fafe  to  heaven  ;  he  has  fo  many  about  him,  who  are 
bafe  enough  to  commend  even  his  vices,  and  but 
very  few  who  love  him  well  enough  to  correfl;  his  er- 
rours.  But  if  I  become  a  moralift  now,  you’ll  fup~ 
pofe  I  aft  out  ofchara&er.  However,  though  many 
have  exhaufted  all  their  wit  and  good  nature  upon 
the  court  liars,  they  are  ftill  the  fame,  they  lie  as  faft 


as  ever  for  the  fake  of  money,  eftates,  high  places, 
See.  theiefoie  fome  people  call  them  mercenary  liars. 

But  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  canton  arc  lefs 
ambitious,  and  will  very  freely  tell  lies  for  a  penny 
gain;  amongft  thofe  are  the  travelling  tradefmen,  who 
carry  their  {hops  upon  their  backs.  Them  we  call 
the  petty  dealers,  and  the  humble  liars.  But  we 
have  others  more  generous  ftill,  who  will  give  you  a 
he  freffi  from  the  mint,  with  no  other  view  but  to 
raife  a  laugh,  Thefe  we  call  the  merrv  liars,  bocaufe 
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they  go  laughing  to  hell.  Others  we  have,  who  ftand 
in  the  capacity  of  god-fathers  and  god-mothers,  who 
very  roundly  promife  and  vow  for  to  do,  for  the  child, 
what  they  never  intend  to  perform.  Some  people 
call  them  the  fool-hardy  liars.  Next  to  them  refide 
a  very  venerable  tribe,  called  by  the  name  of  rever¬ 
end  liars.  Reverend,  becaufe  in  holy  orders  ;  and 
liars,  becaufe  they  tell  my  lord  bifhop,  that  they 
are  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  take  upon  them  the 
office  of  a  deacon,  whereas  they  are  moved  by  the 
hope  of  a  good  living,  not  knowing  that  there  is  fuch  a 
being  as  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  deeming  it  enthufiafm 
to  profefs  to  be  moved  by  him.  When  once  put  in¬ 
to  orders,  and  a  benefice,  thofe  worthy  gentlemen 
rave  againft  all  who  profefs  to  be  influenced  in  their 
devotion,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  fanaticks,  enthufiafts, 
and  madmen.  Now,  either  my  good  friend  the  par- 
fon  lies  to  my  lord  bifhop,  or  his  congregation  ;  but 
the  truth  is,  he  lies  to  both. 

The  fourth  canton  is,  that  of  fabbath-breakers, 
which  is  a  very  populous*  polite,  and  opulent  canton 
indeed.  The  far  greater  part  of  the  nobility,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune,  refide  here. 
They  are  too  well  bred  to  worfhip  God  on  Sunday, 
in  publick  or  private.  They  fcorn  to  fuppofe  them- 
felves  indebted  to  the  Almighty  for  life,  and  breath, 
and  all  things  ;  or  to  be  accountable  to  him  for  the 
ufe  they  make  of  their  time,  eftates  and  talents.  They 
leave  it  to  the  low  lifed  mechanicks,  to  go  to  church 
or  meeting,  or  when  there,  to  be  devout  and  take  no¬ 
tice  of  what  they  are  about.  Let  the  parfon  talk 
about  heaven,  or  hell;  or  what  he  will,  they  are  un¬ 
concerned, 
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concerned,  never  once  fuppofing  themfelvcs  endued 
with  immortal  fouls. 

There  is  my  good  friend,  my  lord  Timelagg,  a  no¬ 
bleman  of  the  firfl  diftinftion  ;  he  is  lo  taken  up 
through  the  week,  with  contriving  how  to  provide  fox 
himfelf,  and  his  creatures,  that  he  is  in  no  condition 
to  go  to  church  on  Sunday  ;  but  chooles  fomc  con¬ 
venient  part  of  it  for  an  airing,  either  in  the  coach 
with  my  lady,  or  on  horfeback  with  his  coufin,  Tquirc 
idle.  Mrs.  Houfekeeper  alfo  is  very  clolely  employ¬ 
ed  in  preparing  tea  and  chocolate  againft  their  return. 
Mr.  Steward  is  very  bufy  in  preparing  his  rent  rolls, 
ftudioufiy  contriving  how  to  extract  an  eflate  for  him- 
felf,  out  of  his  matters,  fo  that  he  cannot  go  to  church 
at  any  rate.  The  footman,  and  my  lady’s  woman, 
mult  needs  attend  their  mailer  and  miitrefs  ;  tae 
coachman  and  poftilion  muft  guide  the  machine  ;  the 
butler  and  groom  muft  be  within  call,  one  to  take 


care  of  the  horfes,  and  the  other  to  furnifli  with  clar¬ 
et  or  champaign  ;  fo  that  the  minifter  is  very  little 
»  obliged  to  his  lordfhip  for  finding  him  an  auditory  to 
preach  to. 

The  London  tradefmen  come  up  as  near  to  his 
lordihip’s  example  as  their  circymftances  will  admit 
of.  Their  fpirits  are  quite  exhaufted  with  the  fatigues 
of  weekly  bufinefs  ;  therefore,  inftead  of  leading  their 
families  duly  to  church,  you  may  meet  fquadrons  of 
them  every  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning,  go¬ 
ing  to  regale  themfelves  with  a  Sunday’s  pleafure, 
which  confifts  in  eating,  caroufing,  and  riding. 

Then  there  is  your  fabbath-day  vifitors  ;  very  gen¬ 
teel  people.  The  tea-table  goffips  are  muchconcern- 
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ed  here,  and  here  you  may  find  hundreds  of  tables, 
the  converfation  of  which  is  fupported  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  reputation  of  fome  abfent.  For  it  mu  ft  be  ob¬ 
served  that  our  goffips  are  fo  abfolutely  deftitute  of 
innate  ideas,  and  are  fuch  perfetl  ftrangers  to  the 
aflairs  of  civil  life,  that  they  cannot  Support  converfa¬ 
tion  five  minutes  at  a  fitting,  but  by  the  help  of  Han¬ 
der.  Hence  fome  people  have  faid,  that  Hander  is 
the  very  foul  of  converfation.  And  fure  enough  if 
you  will  pick  out  all  the  flanderous  expreflions  from 
the  converfation  of  our  goffips,  you  will  have  but  a 
very  Scanty  fragment  remaining. 

There  are  others  fo  given  up  to  indolence,  that 
they  keep  great  part  of  the  Sabbath  in  bed,  on  a  couch, 
or  in  the  eafy  chair.  Thefe  people  are  fo  exceed- 
ingiy  oppreft  with  the  weight  of  their  own  bodies 
that  they  can  attend  at  neither  church  nor  chapel, 
although  adtive  enough  the  other  parts  of  the  week  ; 
And  yet  they  are  good  Chriftians,  and  hope  tq  go  tq 
heaven  when  they  die  :  And  yet  they  feldom  think 
or  any  thing,  but  living  for  ever  ;  in  order  to  which 
they  eat,  drink,  and  fleep  away  the  Sabbath.  Thefe 
go  by  the  name  of  lazy  fabbath-breakers  ;  and  all 
who  are  employed  the  whole  morning,  in  preparing 
iuperfluities  for  dinner,  live  along  with  them 

Another  clafs  of  fabbath-breakers  confifts  of  the 
petty  dealers,  who  buy  or  fell  commodities,  for  back 
or  belly,  on  the  Sabbath-day.  We  call  them  the  mif- 
truftful  fabbath-breakers,  bccaufe  they  cannot  truft 
God  with  their  cuftomers  ;  and  flothful  fabbath-break¬ 
ers,  becaufe  they  do  not  provide  for  their  families, 

on  the  fix  days  appointed  for  labour.  England,  with 

all 
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all  its  bravery,  is  horribly  difgraced  by  a  fet  of  pro- 
fine  people,  filch  as  groceis,  chandlers,  butchers, 
barbers,  and  bakers,  who  will  not  mils  the  taking  a 
penny  on  the  Sabbath,  any  more  than  another  day, 
jBefides  them,  there  are  taylors,  mantau  and  (hoe- 
makers,  who,  with  their  late  finishes,  make  great  en¬ 
croachments  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  in  the  molt 
open  manner. 

In  fid.  I  thought,  in  England,  the  law  had  made 
provifion  againft  fuch  enormous  breaches  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath. 

Imp.  Yes,  the  laws  do  indeed  make  provifion  for 
the  fuppreflion  of  fuch  vices  ;  but  I  have  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  the  enforcing  of  thofe  laws,  very  often,  left 
with  people,  who  are  entirely  devoted  to  my  intereft; 
fo  the  laws  are  frequently  afleep,  when  I  am  awake 
and  upon  my  rounds. 

But  there  is  another  tribe  againft  whom  there  is  no 
human  law.  I  mean  the  thinking  fabbath-breakers  ; 
a  careful  induftrious  fet  of  people,  efteemed  by  all 
and  known  but  to  few.  They  are  conftantly  employ¬ 
ed  through  the  week,  and  are  glad  of  the  Sabbath’s 
approach,  that  they  may  repair  their  bodily  fatigue, 
and  give  a  free  fcope  to  their  plodding  minds.  When 
they  awake  on  the  Sabbath  morning,  they  are  deeply 
contemplating  fome  tranfa&ions  of  the  paft  week, 
or  concerting  meafures  proper  to  be  followed  in 
the  enfuing.  Nor  does  the  man  alter  his  fubject 
when  he  goes  to  church.  No,  he  is  quite  uniform. 
Try  him,  and  you  will  find  him  all  of  a  piece.  Let 
the  parfonchoofe  what  Jubjefthe  will,  the  other  fticks 
to  his  text  fo  that  it  often  happens  when  the  minif- 

O  4 
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ter  thinks  his  auditory  is  collected,  and  the  bulk  of 
his  parifh  appear  at  church,  he  is  miftaken  ;  for  the 
greateft  part  of  thole  whom  he  thinks  to  be  prefent, 
are  only  there  in  appearance  ;  their  minds,  their  better 
part,  being  abfent  on  other  occafions. 

f  or  instance,  the  parfon  fometimes  thinks  that  he 
lees  Tquire  Folly  and  madam  his  lady,  in  the  front 
pew  of  the  right  hand  gallery  :  But  he  is  miftaken  ; 
for  only  theirbodies  are  there  ;  their  minds  are  abfent. 
As  for  the  fquire,  he  is  bufy  chafing  the  hare  or  fox, 
over  all  the  hedges  and  ditches  in  his  manor  ;  and 
his  lady  is  mentally  at  this  ball,  or  the  other  aflemblv;  or 
at  this  play,  or  the  other  opera ;  or  perhaps  fhe  is  cheap¬ 
ening  filks  at  Mr.  Cant’s,  (ilk-mercer,  on  Ludgate-hilh 

Sometimes  the  merchant  feems  to  be  at  church  : 
However,  he  is  only  there  in  body,  his  foul  having 
failed  in  the  good  fhip  Bonaventure,  to  buy  (laves  on 
the  coalt  of  Guinea,  or  barter  goods  at  Bengal  or 
Malabar.  The  mercer,  draper,  and  grocer,  feem 
fometimes  to  be  there  ;  but  frequently  it  is  an  impo- 
lition  :  For  although  their  bodies  may  indeed  be 
prefent,  their  fouls  are  gone  on  a  journey,  to  vifit 
their  cuftomers,  or  are  left  at  home  in  the  counting- 
houfe,  balancing  their  books,  or  examining  their 
tradefmen’s  bills,  that  they  may  know  with  whom  they 
can  deal  to  the  greateft  advantage  ;  perhaps  ifluing 
forth  a  capias  againft  Tquire  Latepay,  a  gentleman 
well  known  to  thofe  dealers  ;  or  it  may  be,  the  foul 
is  bufy,  entering  protefts  againft  certain  extravagant 
manufacturers. 

As  for  the  induftrious  farmer,  you  may  well  think, 
he  has  fomething  elfe  to  employ  his  mind,  than  either 

fermon 
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fermon  or  prayers  :  For  it  mud  needs  require  much 
thought  and  forecaft  to  determine  right,  where 
to  fow  his  wheat,  where  his  clover,  and  what  land  to 
fet  apart  for. hemp  ;  how  to  difpofeof  his  young  colt, 
and  the  grey  horfe,  who  is  in  danger  of  lofing  his 
eyes.  And  he,  good  man,  hath  found  from  long  ex¬ 
perience,  that  he  can  contrive  better  at  church  than 
any  where  elfe  ;  and  being  willing  to  thrive  in  the 
world,  he  will  let  flip  no  opportunity  proper  for  ad¬ 
vantageous  confideration. 

But  1  can  tell  you,  fir,  if  the  people  fo  frequently 
put  the  cheat  upon  their  parfon,  he  in  his  turn  retali 
ates  upon  them  ;  and  many  times  when  the  congre¬ 
gation  flatter  themfelves  that  they  fee  the  parfon  in 
and  hear  his  voice  from  the  pulpit,  they  are  ntiftak- 
en  ;  for  it  is  only  his  body,  his  foul  being  attending 
the  levee  of  this  nobleman,  or  the  other  bifhop,  mak¬ 
ing  his  court  for  a  fatter  benefice.  Thefe,  fir,  are 
fome  of  the  thinking  fabbath-breakers. 

Then  there  are  the  mad  fabbath-breakers,  a  fet  of 
the  very  dregs  of  humanity;  and  yet  by  fome  means 
or  other  their  impious  praftices  are  connived  at,  not- 
withftanding  interdiQed  by  all  laws  divine  arid  hu¬ 
man.  Such  are  our  pellet  throwers  in  Yorkfhire  and 
Durham;  our  foot-ball  toilers,  who  are  found  all  over 
the  nation  ;  our  leapers,  runners,  tavern-haunters, 
and  all  of  every  denomination,  who  exercife  them- 
felves  in  any  fportonthe  Sabbath,  are  ftationed  along 
with  the  mad  fabbath-breakers. 

Lalt  of  all  there  are  our  religious  fabbath-breakers, 
a  diftrict  that  is  formed  of  party  zealots,  and  felf-feek- 
ers,  both  preachers  and  hearers.  As  for  the  former, 

their 
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their  dotlrineis  various.  One  man  preaches  the  pope, 
another  preaches  the  councils.  One  preaches  St. 
Dominick,  another  St.  Francis.  One  preaches  epif- 
copacy,  like  the  great  Sacheverel,  another  preaches 
prelbytery,  as  the  only  way  of  falvation.  One  preach¬ 
es  up  mankind  in  general,  and  another  preaches  his 
own  perfonal  endowments  in  particular  ;  but  as  for 
preaching  Jefus  Chrift,  that  is  quite  foreign  to  their 
purpofe,  and  is  therefore  left  to  be  performed  by 
others.  Thus,  fire,  you  have  had  a  view  of  the  can¬ 
ton  of  fabbath- breakers. 

r 

In  fid.  And  a  noble  canton  it  is,  my  fon,  both 
rich  and  populous,  of  great  fervice  to  us,  and  vail 
enlargement  to  the  territories  of  Beelzebub.  How 
illuftrious  is  the  throne  of  great  Impiator  !  I  long  to 
have  a  defcription  of  the  reft  of  your  kingdom,  but 
for  the  prefent  I  mull  be  gone,  my  fon.  Will  you 

pleafe  to  give  me  the  meeting  here  tomorrow  morn¬ 
ing  P 

Imp.  I  will,  fir.  Adieu. 
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dialogue  VI. 

*  ; 

Fastosus  &  Avaro. 

PRIVY  to  the  appointment  betwixt  Faflofus  and 
Avaro,  I  refolved  to  flay  their  coming,  and  had 
not  been  long  before  I  faw  them  at  a  diflance,  walk¬ 
ing  up  the  valley  towards  me.  Arrived  at  the  ufual 
place  of  conference,  Faflofus  (truck  twice  with  his 
rod  on  the  earth,  andinftantly  there  arofe  two  thrones 
of  the  blacked  ebony,  one  of  which  he  occupied 
himfelf,  and  the  other  was  filled  by  his  coufin  Avaro. 
Thus  enthroned,  Faflofus  opened  the  converfation, 
whilft  I  feized  my  pen,  and  fat  eager  to  catch  the 
fleeting  found. 

Fast.  You  know,  Avaro,  when  we  parted  in  the 
morning,  I  was  going  to  affift  my  lady  Gaiety,  to 
drefs  for  her  vifit  to  my  good  lord  Frolick.  I  went 
accordingly,  and  hard  work  I  affure  you  we  had  of 
it.  As  foon  as  I  appeared  before  the  toilet,  1  receiv¬ 
ed  orders  to  render  myfelf  invifible,  and  not  to  de¬ 
part  the  room,  that  I  might  be  in  reaclinefs  to  adjuft 
the  head-drefs,  and  bofom  ornaments.  Yes,  madam, 
faid  I,  I  will  give  your  ladyfhip  due  attendance. 
With  that  I  rendered  myfelf  invifible  to  her,  but  con¬ 
tinued  vifible  to  all  other  beholders.  So  to  dreffing 
we  went.  Firft  we  ornamented  the  feet,  which  was 
attended  with  very  confiderable  difficulty.  It  coft 
us  feveral  tyings  and  untyings  before  her  ladyfhip 

was 
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was  pleafed  with  her  own  foot.  At  laft,  having  finifh- 
ed  the  feet,  and  my  lady  viewed  them  feveral  times 
in  every  pofition,  we  proceeded  to  other  parts  of  the 

#  I 

important  work.  Firft  we  did  and  then  we  undid 
every  part  of  the  finery.  But  our  hardeft  work 
about  the  head  and  bofom  was,  how  to  put  one  as 
much  as  poflible  out  of  its  native  form,  and  to  ex¬ 
po  fe  the  other  fo  as  to  make  fure  of  attracting  the 
eyes  of  beholders.  Monfieur  Friffieur,  who  was  our 
affiftant,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  to  come  up  to 
the  very  zenith  of  the  mode,  it  was  neceflary  fhe 
fhould  bear  an  head  as  much  as  poflible  in  refem- 
blance  to  a  ram  without  horns  ;  and  Mrs.  Prude,  my 
lady’s  woman,  told  us  plainly,  that  Mrs.  Pander,  whofe 
province  it  is  to  eftablifh  female  cuftoms,  had  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  every  lady  worth  above  one  hun¬ 
dred  a-year,  ought,  in  a  full  drefs,  to  wear  her  bofom 
quite  naked.  My  lady  is  adorned  with  excellent 
f‘  ,  hair  ;  but  it  will  not  ferve  her  except  it  bear  a  look 
the  mod  unnatural  poflible.  Her  fkin,  fair  as  alabafter, 
we  were  obliged  to  daub  with  patches,  the  colour  of 
Beelzebub’s  coat,  as  a  token  of  her  loyalty  to  the 
black  prince  of  the  nether  regions.  But  how  to 
place  thefe  patches  was  a  queftion  of  no  ordinary 
concern,  and  hardly  refoived  at  laft.  Firft  we  tried 
one  large  patch  on  her  chin ;  but  my  lady  foon  per¬ 
ceived,  that  it  hid  the  beauteous  dimple,  which  na¬ 
ture  had  there  impreft,  and  therefore  it  was  prefent- 
ly  removed.  Then  we  tried  how  the  cheek  would 
anfwer  ;  but  alas  !  it  obfcured  the  lively  rofe,  which 
is  a  native  there,  and  which  my  lady  takes  great  de¬ 
light  to  view  in  her  glafs  :  on  this  account  we  ex- 

empted 
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empted  the  cheek  from  the  burden.  At  laft,  after 
much  anxiety?  and  very  ferious  confideration,  it  was 
refolved  that  we  fliould  fix  it  on  the  middle  of  her 
forehead?  refembling  the  eye  of  a  cyclops,  and  put  a 
little  one,  on  the  left  fide  of  her  chin,  bearing  the 
likenefs  of  a  mole.  However,  it  coft  feveral  trials 
with  them  in  both  places,  ere  the  patches  would  lie 
agreeable  to  her  ladyfhip’s  fancy. 

Avar.  Ah  !  Faftofus,  if  the  ladies  only  knew 
how  ridiculous  they  make  themfelves  look  in  the  eyes 
of  the  judicious,  they  would  be  very  loath  thus  to 
deform  their  native  beauty.  What  delicate  beauty  { 
what  perfeft  comelinefs  do  we  fee  rendered  difagree- 
able  and  ridiculous,  by  thefe  transformations  !  And 
how  can  they  be  but  difagreeabie  and  ridiculous, 
when  all  the  decorations  of  nature  lie  concealed,  and 
nothing  appears  but  the  manufactory  of  art,  that  great 
fupplanter  of  nature  ?  Such  ladies  are  certainly  great-  A  % 
ly  deceived  by  you,  Faftofus  ;  for  the  end  propofed 
by  all  thofe  metamorphofes  is  to  render  themfelves 
agreeable  to  the  gentlemen,  whereas  they  produce 
the  contrary  effefl.  Art  can  never  beget  love. 

This  is  nature’s  work  alone.  Art  may  indeed  excite 
lull  ;  but  nature  alone  begets  that  love  which  a  vir¬ 
tuous  lady  would  ft  rive  to  obtain.  It  is  ftrange,  Faf¬ 
tofus,  that  nature  has  fo  little,  and  affe&ation  fuch 
great  concern  among  people  of  falhion  as  at  this  day  P 
Well,  I  hope  you  pleafed  her  at  laft  ?  ■%.. 

Fast.  Yes,  yes,  I  hope  I  did;  but  my  work  did 


not  end  with  madam  :  For  Mrs.  Prude,  her  woman, 
who  was  aflifting  us  in  the  equipment  of  her  lady,  and 
often  put  her  tongue  into  her  cheek,  and  hit  her  lip. 
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to  prevent  her  laughing  out,  when  file  faw  her  mif- 
trefs’s  vanity,  as  foon  as  I  had  done  with  her  lady,  be- 
feeched  me  that  I  would  put  a  few  pins  into  her 
clothes,  becaufe  fhe  was  to  attend  her  miftrefs  to 
lord  Frohck  s  y  and  notwithftanding  my  patience  was 
almoft  fpent  before,  I  was  obliged  to  flay  ever  fo 
long,  pinning  and  unpinning  her  ;  for  Mrs.  Prude 
affefited  the  fine  gentlewoman,  almoft  as  much  as  her 
mill  refs. 

•  f  .  .  .  ‘  -  . 

But  what  vexed  me  worfe  than  all  the  reft  was, 
juft  as  I  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  flairs,  to  make  my 
efcape,  the  cook-maid  caught  me  in  her  greafy  arms, 
and  begged  me  to  affift  her  to  drefs  herfelf  in  her 
half-haliday  clothes,  as  her  fweatheart  was  to  take  the 
advantage  of  her  lady’s  abfence  to  come  and  vifit  her, 
I  could  not  deny  the  girl,  becaufe  I  thought  fhe  re-' 
ally  had  need  of  confiderable  amendment,  before  fhe 
prefented  herfelf  to  her  lover.  So  after  we  had  pin¬ 
ned  and  unpinned  a  confiderable  time,  I  burft  through 
the  cafement,  to  avoid  the  importunity  of  the  laundry 
and  chamber  maids,  whom  I  faw  coming.  Thus  I 
gave  them  the  flip  ;  for  thofe  ladies  and  their  female 
attendants,  would  drudge  any  devil  in  hell  off  his 
feet,  might  they  have  their  own  way.  But  I  am  right 
glad  that  I  am  come  hither  from  among  them. 

Avar.  Then,  fir,  I  perceive  with  all  your  great- 
nefs  you  have  no  objection  to  aflifting  a  waiting 
woman  or  a  cook-maid  occafionally. 

Fast.  No  objection  at  all,  coufin.  The  foul  of  a 
waiting  woman  will  fill  a  vacancy  in  hell,  as  well  as- 
that  of  her  lady.  The  difference  is  this  ;  the  lady 
of  honour  is  capable  of  drawing  more  to  hell  along 

with 
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with  her,  than  her  waiting  woman  can  ;  therefore  I 
choofe  to  make  fure  of  the  miftrefs,  and.  for  the  moft 
part  the  maid  comes  along  by  her  example.  But  as 
foon  as  we  get  them  fafely  inclofed  within  our  flam¬ 
ing  prifon,  we  let  them  fee  we  are  no  refpe&ers  of 
perfons  ;  for  the  miftrefs  and  her  maids,  my  lord  and 
his  valet,  the  Tquire  and  his  groom,  have  all  the  fame 
apartment  allotted  them,  feed  all  at  the  fame  table, 
drink  of  the  fame  cup,  and  are  ferved  by  the  fame 
devil,  whom  they  never  find  to  be  fparing  of  his 
liquor ;  but  to  ferve  them  plenteoufly,  though  much 

contrary  to  their  inclinations. 

* 

Avar.  That  doflrine  you  tinpreach  when  you 

¥ 

attend  upon  them,  Faltofus.  You  wifely  keep  your 
thumb  upon  that.  And  indeed  it  is  well  fo  to  do  ; 
for  comely  as  your  appearance  is,  they  would  difcard 
you  elfe.  Serious  thoughts  of  futurity  would  fpoil 
all  our  fport,  uncle. 

Fast.  Indeed,  Avaro,  I  am  not  fuch  an  half-wit 
as  to  tell  my  lord,  that  his  riches  and  grandeur,  if 
not  duly  improved,  will  fink  him  lower  in  the  bot- 
tomlefs  abyfs,  than  the  ruftick  plebeian  ;  nor  am  I 
fuch  an  inconfiderate  devil,  as  to  tell  him  that  his 
hunting,  hawking,  horfe-courfing,  cock-fighting,  card¬ 
playing,  drinking,  fwearing,  whoring,  &c.  are  the 
broad  ways  to  never  ending  torment.  Neither  do  I 
foolilhly  tell  my  lady,  that  balls,  afiembhes,  plays,  See. 
are  the  rofy  paths  which  lead  molt  infallibly  to  ru¬ 
in.  No,  no,  let  me  alone  for  that  \  I  warrant  me 
I  can  keep  my  counfel  well  enough  ;  and  as  for 

them  they  will  find  all  out  at  lad,  without  any  in- 
ftruftion. 

Avar. 
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Avar.  If  I  remember  right,  Faftofus,  when  we 


parted  laft,  you  were  relating  the  manner  in  which  you 
made  your  entrance  good  amongft  men.  I  fhould  be 
glad, fir,  ifyou  willbefoobligingastofinifih  that  account. 

Fast.  I  purpofe  it,  Avaro.  You  may  remem¬ 
ber  I  told  you  that  great  Beelzebub,  having  difcov- 
ered  the  woman  to  be  the  weaker  veffel,  he  made  no 
attempts  upon  the  virtue  of  the  man,  but  refolved, 
by  all  means,  to  feduce  the  woman  ;  not  doubting 
but  fhe  would  bring  over  her  hulband  to  our  intereft 
along  with  her.  It  happened  one  night  that  Adam 
had  a  dream,  ominous  of  our  conqueft,  which  made  ^ 
him  very  fearful,  left  any  part  of  his,  or  his  wife’s  < 
conduct,  fhould  promote  the  dire  event  ;  therefore 
he  reafoned  with  her,  concerning  their  duty  to  their 
Creator,  gave  her  the  ftricteft  charge  to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  temptation,  and  withal  informed  her,  that 
he  was  not  without  his  fears,  even  upon  her  account. 
But  fhe,  for  her  part,  juft  as  the  devil  would  have  it, 
refolved  to  feparate  herfelf  from  her  hulband  that  day, 
which  flie  had  never  done  before.  Whether  fhe 
thought  to  endear  herfelf  more  to  him,  by  letting  him 
fee  how  well  [he  would  refill  temptation,  if  any  fhould 
olfer,  or  took  it  rather  ill  to  be  under  his  tutorage, 

I  pretend  not  to  fay  ;  but  maugre  all  his  entreaties, 
fhe  would  go  forth,  by  herfelf,  into  a  diftant  walk,  to 
gather  fome  delicious  berries,  for  an  innocent  repaft 
for  her  and  her  lord,  at  noon. 

This  was  an  opportunity  juft  to  Beelzebub’s  wifh, 
and  he  took  care  to  improve  it  to  advantage.  I 
told  you  before,  that  previous  to  this,  he  had  polfelf- 
ed  the  body  of  a  beautiful  fnake,  in  thofe  days  man’s 

familiar 
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familiar  domeftick;  and  now  finding  Eve  at  adiflance 
from  her  hufband,  the  ferpent  difcovered  himfelf  to 
her,  and  with  more  than  animal  geftures  attracted  her 
eye.  Captivated  with  its  unufual  motion,  ihe  flood 
ravifhed  with  its  beauties  and  admiring  its  agility. 
As  it  drew  near  to  her,  fhe  put  forth  her  gentle  hand, 
flroked  its  ikin,  and  the  fubtle  animal,  after  its  man¬ 
ner,  returned  the  compliment,  by  laying  its  fhining 
head  on  her  lap.  Their  flation  was  near  to  the  tree 
of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil*  upon  which  the  for¬ 
bidden  fruit  luxurioufiy  hung.  To  this  tree  the  fer¬ 
pent  frequently  looked,  with  all  the  languifhment  of 
ardent  defire,  until  once  he  made  fure  that  the  worn- 
an3  obferved  it.  Lie  ftill,  thou  pretty  creature,  (aid 
flie5  (ftroking  it.j  What  makes  thee  look  fo  earnefily 
at  that  prohibited  fruit  ?”  “  Ah  !  thou  fair  goddefs, 
returned  the  ferpent,  I  have  good  reafon  to  admire 
the  fovereign  virtue  of  that  delicious  tree  :  For  I 
was  created  only  in  a  brutal  ftation,  without  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  mind,  or  the  ufe  of  my  tongue  ;  until, 
being  on  my  thoughtlefs  ramble  yefterday,  I  chanced 
to  efpy  this  amazing  tree,  whofe  fruit  hangs  in  fuch 
luxuriance.  After  a  fliort  paufe,  fuch  as  a  brute  may 
be  capable  of,  I  climbed  up  the  tree,  and  began  to 
feaft  on  the  mod  delicious  fruit  that  ever  was  eaten* 
Joyful  at  my  happy  fate,  I  foon  became  fenfible  of  a 
felf-confcious  mind,  capable  of  difcerning  between 
good  and  evil.  Soon  my  tongue,  which  before  cleav¬ 
ed  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  was  untied,  and  I  could 
exprefs  fentiments  of  joy  in  the  moll  rational  manner* 
And  now  when  I  met  with  you,  I  was  going  to  re¬ 
new  my  repaft  on  the  fruit  of  that  fovereign  tree.” 

H  Avar,” 
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Avar.  Oh  !  Faftofus  !  The  molt  fubtle  fcheme 
that  ever  was  heard  of !  Well,  this  may  be  fpoken 
to  the  honour  of  Beelzebub,  when  I  am  dead  and 
gone; 

Fast.  Well,  but  Satan  did  not  then  know  of  the 
happy  confequences  that  have  fince  arifen  from  this 
affair,  to  feme  part  of  the  human  race.  However, 
having  laid  his  fnare  with  all  the  fubtilty  he  was  mafr 
ter  of,  he  thought  it  well  to  affault  the  pure  mind  of 
Eve  with  unbelief*.  Fie  afked  her,  if  the  reafon  why 
flic  was  fo  divinely  beautiful,  was  not  her  feeding  oft¬ 
en  upon  the  fruit  of  that  fo  fovereign  a  tree  ?  The 
woman  anfwered,  ^  No,  we  have  neter  fo  much  as 
once  tailed  of  it,  but  invariably  obferted  the  com¬ 
mand  of  our  great  Creator,  who  hath  put  us  into 
this  garden,  and  faid  unto  us,  Of  every  tree  of  the 
garden  ye  may  freely  eat,  but  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  ye  may  not  eat; 
for  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof  ye  fhall  furely  die.  To 
whom  the  ferpent.  Indeed  f  Did  he  really  fay  fo  ? 
Are  you  not  miftaken,  think  you  ?  Die  too  !  Why 
am  not  I  dead  then,  I  who  have  eaten  of  it  fo  plen- 
teoufly  ?  No,  no,  you  fhall  not  die.  That  is  only  an 
empty  threatening,  to  keep  you  in  hi  bj  eft  ion  to  him  , 
for  he  very  well  knows,  that  the  moment  you  eat 

thereof,  you  fhall  be  like  himfelf,  knowing  good  and 
*  * 

evil  ;  no  longer  be  man  and  woman,  but  become 
gods. 

The  woman  replied,  u  Aye,  but  my  pretty  crea¬ 
ture,  how  fhall  I  know  that  I  {hall  be  a  goddefs,  if  I 
{hould  venture  to  eat  of  that  defirable  fruit. 

Know ! 
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u  Know  !  Laid  the  ferpent ;  you  may  eafily  know  it,  if 
you  confider  that,  if  I,  who  was  created  only  a  brute 
beaft,  am  by  eating  the  fruit  of  this  tree,  exalted  to  hu¬ 
manity,  you,  who  are  more  than  half  a  God  already, 
fhall  certainly,  by  fo  doing,  be  exalted  to  real  divinity.” 
With  thefe  words  he  inje&ed  into  her  bofom  fotnc 
feeds  of  my  nature,  which  fermented  to  that  degree, 
that  nothing  would  now  ferve  her  turn  but  to  be  de¬ 
ified.  Sagacious  Beelzebub,  perceiving  the  uproar  I 
had  made  in  her  mind,  introduced  all  the  train  of 
real  vices,  which  now  infe£i  the  hitman  fpecies  ;  fub- 
jefled  her  wholly  to  his  fway ;  and  file,  as  his  inftru- 
ment,  Could  have  no  reft  until  file  got  her  hufband’s 
neck  alfo  faft  in  Beelzebub’s  yoke. 

Thus  was  pride  firft  introduced  into  the  terrene 
creation  ;  and  thus  Was  man  fubjected  to  my  powerful 
fway.  Being  brought  forth  in  the  heaft  of  man,  I  ar¬ 
rived  inftantiy  at  full  growth,  involved  them  in  for- 
row ;  enveloped  them  in  blindnefs  and  ignorance  • 
and  inftead  of  that  happinefs  and  dignity  which  Beel¬ 
zebub  had  promifed  them,  of  becoming  <r0ds  I 
brought  forth  in  them,  trufty  Shame,  the  elder  born 
of  my  earthly  family  ;  and  he,  as  a  fpirit  of  great  pow¬ 
er,  made  Adam  and  Eve  fly  to  a  thicket,  to  hide 
themfelves  from  the  prefence  of  an  offended  God. 
Inftead  of  becoming  gods,  I  transformed  them  into 
the  image  and  likenefs  of  father  Beelzebub,  in  which 
image  they  begat  and  brought  forth  their  children.  It 
was  now  that  1  begat  the  lovely  Difcordans  ;  to  us 
the  more  lovely,  becaufe  he  is  antinatural.  No  foon- 
er  was  he  born,  but  he  founded  a  trumpet,  and  cried, 

‘‘  To  arms,  to  arms.”  Then  you  might  have  feen  the 

H  z  rhinoceros 
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rhinoceros  and  elephant,  the  eagle  and  dragon,  the 
lion,  panther  and  wolf,  appear  in  all  the  fury  of  martial 
fpirit,  and  proclaim  an  eternal  war  againft  one  an¬ 
other  :  Nor  were  Adam  and  Eve  exempted  from  do- 
meftick  uneafinefs  themfelves. 

Avar.  All  this  worked  juft  as  the  devil  would 
have  it  ;  and  greatly  enlarged  the  territories  of  hell, 
by  annexing  earth  to  the  infernal  crown.  W ell,  un¬ 
de,  I  perceive,  by  your  account,  that  you  are  the 
father  of  fin,  in  the  mind  of  both  angels  and  men. 

Fast.  True,  Avaro,  I  am  ;  and  fo  well  is  my 
power  eftablifhed,  that  I  am  the  very  laft  that  IhalL 
be  fubdued,  and  rooted  out  of  the  hearts,  even  of 
thole  that  hate  me,  and  who  at  laft  fhall  be  delivered 
from  my  yoke.  This  is  true,  coufin,  whether  you 
believe  it  or  not ;  and  I  affure  you,  that  I  have  the 
pleafure  of  giving  many  a  painful  heart-pang,  even 
to  thofe  who  eurfe  my  name  and  nature.  But  to  my 
ftory,  coufin.  I  manifefted  my  powerful  fway  over 
man,  in  the  cafe  of  my  faithful  lervant  Cain  ;  not  on¬ 
ly  in  his  bloody  revenge  againft  his  brother  Abel, 
who  had  revolted  from  our  government,  but  in  mak¬ 
ing  him  defpair  under  his  punilhment. 

I  triumphed  glorioufly  over  the  inhabitants  of  the 
antediluvian  world,  who,  for  my  fake,  Icorned  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  commandments  of  God,  refolving  to  be 
guided  by  the  thoughts  of  their  own  hearts,  ah  of  which 
were  infpired  by  me  ;  therefore  every  thought  and 
imagination  of  the  heart  was  only  evil  continually. 
I  wrought  them  up  to  fuch  a  degree  of  rebellion, 
that  the  Almighty  refolved  to  bear  with  them  no 

longer,  but  to  fweep  them  away  with  the  befom  of 
b  ’  deftruaionj 
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deftru&ion  ;  yet  he  would  not  do  it  without  giving 
them  proper  warning,  and  calling  them  to  repentance 
and  reformation.  One  Noah,  a  famous  preacher  ol 
xighteoufnefs,  was  the  inftrument  raifed  up,  on  this 
occafion  ;  and  to  be  fure  the  man  preached  faithfully, 
and  fervently  :  But  I  had  the  pleafujre  of  hardening 
the  people’s  hearts  to  that  degree,  that  he  met  with 
nothing  but  abufe  for  his  pains.  Every  body  ac¬ 
counted  him  to  be  a  frantick  enthufiaft*  fanatic k,  or 
methodift ;  until  the  divine  patience  was  quite  worn 
out,  and  their  deftruftion  came  upon  them  by  a  del¬ 
uge,  which  fwept  them  all  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
except  this  fame  Noah  and  his  family  ;  and  for  my 
part  I  do  not  remember  a  time,  on  which  hell  had  fo 
.many  vifitants  at  once  as  then. 

Avar.  But  how  could  Noah  and  his  family  be 
faved,  when  the  deluge  came  apon  all  the  earth  ? 

Fast*  Why,  Avaro,  it  was  by  the  help  of  a  fhip, 
which  he  was  taught  to  build.  For  this  fame  Noah 
was  thefirft  fhip-carpenter  in  the  world  ;  and  although 
aprincehe  was  not  above  labouring  with  his  hands.  But 
it  galls  me  to  think  ho  withe  Almighty  mixes  mercy  with 
judgment ;  forin  this  d^llruflion,  which  he  brought  upon 
the  old  world,  he  taught  the  new  world  the  mod  neceffa- 
ry  and  ufeful  art  of  navigation,  by  means  of  which  he  will 
fpread  the  knowledge  of  himfelf  over  all  the  earth. 

After  this  I  fet  up  my  lofty  ftandard  on  the  plains 
of  Shinar.  Multitudes  flocked  to  it,  and  became  my 
humble  fervants.  It  was  now  I  projected  the  fcheme 
of  ereQingatower,  equal  in  altitude  to  Jacob’s  ladder. 
Two  fpecial  advantages,  I  alleged  to  them,  would  ac¬ 
crue  from  it  when  finilhed.  The  firft,  to  perpetuate 

H  3  their 
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Xhtir  name  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  The  fecond  and 
greateft  advantage  would  be,  that  thereby  they  might 
bid  defiance  to  the  Almighty.  Such  provifion  being 
made  for  their  fafety,  that,  on  the  firft  appearances  of 
judgment  begun,  they  might  retire  to  the  tower* 
where  the  waters  could  not  follow  them.  But  here* 
you  may  obferve,  I  played  the  devil  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  ;  for,  although  I  flattered  them  with  fuch 
advantages,  I  believed  in  my  heart,  that  fuch  a  pre- 
fumptuous,  daring  undertaking,  would  have  provoke 
ed  the  Almighty  utterly  to  have  deftroyed  them  root 
and  branch.  And  indeed,  at  one  time,  I  thought  I 
had  gained  my  point  ;  for  he  did  come  down  and 
confound  their  language,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
great  defign  mifcarried.  It  was  diverting  to  hear  the 
bricklayer  call  for  mortar,  and,  lo,  a  box  of  brick 
was  brought  him.  Another  calls  for  bricks,  and  the 
ferver  runs  for  a  board  of  mortar.  One  calls  out 
for  a  level,  and  he  receives  a  plumb-line.  Another 
a  Iks  for  a  fquare,  and  a  level  is  brought  him.  The 
bricklayers,  provoked  to  fee  themfelves  mocked  by 
their  fervants,  not  as  yet  knowing  their  language  to 
be  confounded,  began  to  lay  their  refentment  upon 
the  bones  of  their  labourers, ;  and  the  labourers,  con- 
fi dering  themfelves  as  very  ill  ufed,  returned  the 
abufe  upon  the  builders  ;  and  thus  they  quarrel, 
led  and  bickered,  until  they  were  fain  to  leave  off 
the  work,  and  betake  themfelves  to  other  employ¬ 
ments. 

But,  alas  !  coufin,  in  this  affair  the  devil  was  out¬ 
witted  ;  for  we  all  thought  that  this  haughty  attempt 
would  have  provoked  God  utterly  to  deftroy  them. 
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But  he  made  ufe  of  our  projeft  only  to  fend  them 
abroad  to  people  the  earth,  the  more  widely  to  make 
his  glories  known.  And  to  the  deep  mortification  of 
all  our  black  fraternity,  efpecially  father  Beelzebub, 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  tower  was  written,  in  eve  nail¬ 
ing  charafters,  the  following  motto  :  “  Here  the  dev, 
iJ  overfhot  himfelf.”  But  this  was  a  trifling  difappoint- 
ment  in  companion  of  many  others,  lome  of  which  1 
may  perhaps  give  you  an  account  of. 

Wherever  the  fons  of  Noah  went,  I  went  along 
with  them  ;  and  not  a  great  number  ol  yeais  nad  the 
earth  been  dry,  before  I  perfuaded  them  to  Rrgc, 
found,  and  carve  to  tbemfelves  objeBs  of  religious 
adoration,  more  agreeable  to  their  fancy,  than  the 
God  who  made  them.  And  by  this  means  it  was,  that 
pagan  idolatry  was  introduced,  which,  ftriclly  fpeaking, 
is  the  religion  of  pride  alone  ;  even  as  the  prelent  Ro, 
man  catholick  religion  is  that  of  pride  and  covetouf- 
nefs. 

I  will  tell  you  ftrange  things,  of  my  government, 
Avaro,  at  a  time  convenient ;  but  as  we  were  com¬ 
ing  along,  you  mentioned  fomewhat  about  the  clergy 
of  France.  Pray,  what  of  them,  coufin  ? 

Avar.  I  have  often,  fir,  made  honourable  men¬ 
tion  of  the  dutiful  difpofition  of  my  dear  children, 
the  French  parfons.  But  I  had,  forne  years  ago,  oc- 
cafion  to  try  an  experiment,  which  greatly  quicken¬ 
ed  their  devotion,  and  clothed  the  face  of  all  the 
country  with  poignant  forrow.  By  their  unwearied 
purfuit  of  the  interefi;  of  the  church,  that  is  to  fay, 
by  their  coaxing,  wheedling,  and  threatening  of  peo¬ 
ple,  out  of  their  goods  and  chattels3  for  the  benefit  of 
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the  clergy,  they  were  grown  fo  fat  and  purfe -proud, 
they  were  not  able  to  fay  half  of  the  malTes  they  were 
paid  for,  nor  to  attend  upon  the  duties  of  their  pre¬ 
tended  devotion  ;  which,  perfifting  in,  they  them- 
felves  would  have  contributed  to  the  opening  of 
people’s  eyes  to  difcover  the  cheat 

I  imagined  that  nothing  could  be  more  fuitable, 
than  phyfick,  to  purge  off  fome  of  their  groffnefs.  I 
went  ftraight  to  Verfailles,  demanded  an  interview  with 
the  mod  Chriftian  Lewis, and  accordingly  was  introduc¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  lords  of  his  bed-chamber.  As  foon 
as  he  had  done  me  greeting,  after  the  royal  manner, 
proportionable  to  his  very  great  efteem  forme,  I  open¬ 
ed  the  converfationin  the  following  manner:  “My  royal 
friend,  faid  I,  perceiving  that  you  have  been  ranfack- 
ingthe  world  lately,in  queftof  gold,  tofupply  yourpref- 
ling  and  growing  wants,  I  am  come  to  inform  you 
where  you  may  meet  with  (tore  of  moidores,  yea, 
treafures  in  abundance,  without  travelling  out  of  your 
own  dominions.”  “  Is  itpoffible,  faid  he.  I  pray  thee, 
lovely  fpirit,  where  are  the  golden  heaps  to  be  found  ?” 
I  replied,  “  The  clergy,  the  clergy,  fir,  are  fo  overgrown 
in  richer,  that  t  hey  are  hardly  able  tofay  an  hofpita  ble  mafs 
for  the  dead,  or  even  to  go  about  to  cheat  and  defraud 
people  out  of  their  money  and  fouls  as  heretofore.”64  Un¬ 
grateful  villains,  faid  he,  to  hoard  up  their  money  to 
lie  by  them  ufelefs,  when  I,  their  king,  am  juft  at  the 
point  of  becoming  bankrupt.  I  will  eafe  them  of 
their  burden,  I  warrant  you.  1  will  let  them  for 
once  know,  that  they  have  another  matter  befides  the 
pope,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  replace  their  ftores  the 
neareft  way  they  can,”  I  was  not  afraid  but  my 

,  *  v  •  4  v  -  -  T  *“ 
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fcheme  would  work  to  my  mind  ;  for  I  took  him  at 
the  very  nick  of  time,  when  the  king  of  pngland  had 
emptied  his  coffers,  by  deftroying  his  naval  force  and 
trade  ;  and,  poor  gentleman,  he  knew  not  well  how 
to  fill  them  again. 

Glad  of  fuch  an  opportunity,  he  affembled  the 
heads  of  the  clergy,  and  demanded  of  them  an  exor¬ 
bitant  fum,  in  the  way  of  a  free  gift.  A  very  gen¬ 
teel  way  of  robbing  the  church  indeed  !  The  holy 
gownfmen,  like  dear  children  of  their  good  Avaro, 
Ihowed  themfelves  as  tenacious  of  their  gold,  as  the 
paw  of  a  lion  is  of  its  prey.  They  ufed  every  argu¬ 
ment,  which  prieftly  fubtilty  could  invent  ;  they  lug¬ 
ged  in  both  heaven  and  earth  as  prote&ors  of  their 
property.  Yea,  they  even  told  him  that  to  command 
them  to  part  with  their  money,  was  no  lefs  than  rob¬ 
bing  the  Almighty  ;  juft  as  if  the  Almighty  and  them 
were  partners  in  the  trade  of  prieftcraft.  But  clergy¬ 
men  have  the  advantage  of  all  princes,  in  that  their 
caufe  is  always  the  caufe  of  God ;  although  God  has, 
in  reality,  nothing  to  do  with  them  or  it.  They  held 
both  with  teeth  and  hands,  rather  than  generoufly  to 
affift  their  fovereign,  though  now  become  almoft  in- 
folvent.  But  you  know  the  proverb,  “  The  weaker 
goes  to  the  wall.”  And  fo  it  was  with  them.  He,  be¬ 
ing  ftronger  than  they,  prevailed;  and,  although  their 
money  came  from  their  coffers  like  blood  from  their 
hearts,  they  were  obliged  to  comply.  But  I  can  aft 
fure  you,  the  parting  with  it  coft  them  more  real  dif- 
trefs  of  foul,  than  ever  the  felling  of  their  confciences 
to  obtain  it  had  done*  The  forrow  of  the  priefts  is, 

for 
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for  the  moft  part,  a  farce  ;  but  their  forrow,  on  this 
occafion,  was  deep  and  unfeigned. 

It  was  not  a  great  while  after  that,  moidores  failed 
a  fecond  time,  and  other  refources  being  drained,  he 
again  had  recourfe  to  the  fons  of  the  clergy;  and  did 
by  them,  as  they  commonly  do  by  the  laity.  I  mean, 
their  money  being  gone,  he  was  content  with  ftrip- 
ping  them  of  their  plate ;  fo  that  were  you  now  to  fee 
the  cabinet  of  a  French  prieft,  you  would  find  it  as. 
empty  of  plate  as  Glaud  the  ihepherd’s  pantry.  And 
I  am  of  opinion  that  Lewis,  having  once  found  the 
way  to  their  neft,  he  will  take  care  they  be  no  more 
overgrown  in  riches.  But,  to  repair  their  late  Ioffes, 
they  can  now  look  out  for  a  prey,  with  as  much  pen¬ 
etration  as  an  eagle,  and  are  as  rapid  as  a  panther  ir\ 


feizing  on  it.  * 

Fast.  It  is  my  opinion,  couun,  that,  if  princes 
were  to  take  care  that  the  church  fhould  not  become 
too  rich,  there  would  not  be  fo  many  religions  as  there 
are.  But  who  would  not  be  a  prieft,  or  a  nun,  when 
they  may  roll  amidft  the  bleffings  of  both  worlds,  and 
under  the  pretence  of  religious  retirement,  enjoy  ev~ 
ery  thing  grateful  to  the  flefh,  in  the  greateft  luxurL 
ance,  without  any  labour  or  toil  of  their  own  ?  I  aft 
fure  you,  coufin,  if  I  were  not  a  devil,  I  would  choof§ 
to  be  a  prieft  myfelf. 

Avar.  Being  a  prieft  is  not  fuch  a  great  privilege 
now  as  it  has  been ;  though  it  is  ftill  preferable 
to  any  trade  of  the  lay  kind.  The  expulfion  of  the 
Jefuits  has  been  very  injurious  to  prieftcraft.  The 
church  is  fure  to  thrive  in  the  reign  of  a  prince,  who 

is  under  the  dire&ion  of  a  jefuitical  confeffor  ;  and 
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the  priefthood  will  always  find  in  him  a  powerful  protec, 
'tor  :  But  I  fear  much  that  the  princes  of  Europe, 
from  their  late  advances,  will  at  laft  throw  oft  the  yoke 
of  ecclefiaftical  tyranny. 

Fast.  In  fa  ft,  coufin,  it  is  not  a  little ,  ftrange, 
that  they  have  not  done  it  ere  now.  Nothing  can  be 
more  prepofterous,  than  for  a  prince,  who  hath  Sover¬ 
eign  fway  over  extenfive  dominions,  to  be  under  the 
control  of  an  arrogant  prieft,  as  if  it  were  by  him  that 
kings  reign  and  princes  decree  judgment.  Or  as  if 
he  were  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth. 

However,  coufin,  you  forget  that  it  is  time  for  us 
to  go  on  our  nofturnal  circuits.  Mine  is  very  exten¬ 
five  ;  I  muft,  therefore,  bid  you  adieu.  Tomorrow 
morning  let  us  meet  here. 
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DIALOGUE  VII. 
Infideris  &  Impiator. 


1 


I^ROM  what  I  had  heard  and  feen,you  may  think 
I  took  care  not  to  be  too  late,  in  attending  the 
fable  gentry  in  Horrida  Vallis,  where  I  was  got  be¬ 
fore  any  of  them  arrived,  and  prepared^  for  taking 
down  their  difcourfe  ;  the  firft  of  which,  that  I  heard., 
was  by  Infidelis  to  Impiator* 

I  n  f  i  d.  How  illuftrious  is  thy  throne  ?  How  exten- 
live  are  thy  dominions,  oh  !  great  Impiator,  my  fon ! 
Before  you,  the  greateft  grandees  of  the  earth  do  bow. 
Will  you  pleafe,  my  fon,  to  finifh  your  account  of  the 
remaining  part  of  your  territories  ? 

Imp.  I  will,  fir.  And  you  may  obferve  that  the 
fifth  canton  is  that  of  the  adulterers  and  fornicators. 
Thefe  are  divided  into  literal  and  myftical.  The 
clafs  of  literal  adulterers  and  fornicators,  are  fo  fafli- 
ionable  and  notorious  a  people,  that  a  defcription  of 
them  feems  unneceffary  ;  and  fo  very  difagreeable, 
that  it  would  be  offenfive  to  you.  I  fhall  therefore 
do  no  more  than  defcribe  their  dwelling,  and  affure 
you,  lire,  that  every  individual  of  them  is  a  very  hum¬ 
ble  fervant  to  your  fon  Impiator.  Their  dwelling  is 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  the  fource  of  which  is  in  the 
court,  which  runs  through  every  part  of  the  king’s 
dominions,  carrying  the  inhabitants  along  with  it ; 
and  at  laft  difembogues  itfelf  in  hell9  where  all  adul¬ 
terers 
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terers  and  fornicators  fhall  infallibly  be  tormented, 
as  a  proper  counter-balance  for  their  flelhly  pleafures; 
where  inftead  of  women,  they  fhall  have  devils  ;  in- 
ftead  of  wine,  the  fulphurous  liquid  ;  and  inftead  oi 
beds  of  down,  the  boifterous  billows  of  Phlegethon. 

Next  to  them  are  the  myftical  adulterers,  and  for¬ 
nicators.  By  whom  I  mean  all  that  have  any  com¬ 
merce  with  the  whore  of  Roms,  that  old  bawd  with 
the  fcarlet  gown  :  Or,  in  other  words,  all  who  have 
the  mark  of  the  bead,  either  on  their  foreheads,  or 
their  right  hands,  and  fuch  who  have  this  mark  upon 
both. 

Bv  thofe  who  have  the  mark  of  the  bead  upon 
their  foreheads,  I  mean  the  worthy  preachers,  and  hear¬ 
ers  of  the  Arminian  doftrine  of  the  church  of  Rome  ; 
as  alfo  the  ftrait-hooped  gentlemen,  who  believe  with 
the  charitable  Italians,  that  there  can  be  no  true  faith  but 
that  which  they  profefs,norfalvation  but  in  their  commu¬ 
nity.  The  far  greater  part  of  the  clergy  belong  to  the  form¬ 
er,  and  the  good  Sandemanians  belong  to  the  latter 
clafs  of  do&rinal  papifts,  or  myftical  adulterers. 

By  thofe  who  have  the  mark  of  the  beaft  upon  their 
right  hand,  I  mean  the  praflical  papifts,  the  whole 
bulk  of  the  holy  catholick  church  ;  andbefides  them, 
all  that  do  the  works  of  the  beaft,  after  the  example 
of  that  orthodox  church.  By  the  works  of  the  beaft 
feme  underftand  every  part  of  religion,  which  is  not 
founded  upon  feripture  inftitution.  Such,  fay  they, 
are  confecrating  of  churches,  and  baptifing  of  bells  ; 
dedication  of  meeting-houfes  to  certain  faints  or  angels, 
as  the  patrons  of  parifhes  ;  the  worfhipping  of  faints 
and  angels2  by  celebrating  an  annual  feftiv*al  in  hon- 
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our  of  their  name  ;  fuch  are  your  obfervers  of  high 
feftivals,  abftinence  from  meat  at  certain  feafons  of 
the  year  ;  worfhipping  towards  the  eaft,  as  if  God 
Were  not  every  where  prefent ;  bowing  at  the  name  of 
Jefus,  as  if  it  was  more  auguft  than  that  of  Jehovah, 
&c.  Such,  fir,  with  many  more  whom  I  might  name, 
are  the  myftical  adulterers  and  fornicators. 

In  fid.  Aye,  but,  my  fon,  you  have  not  told  me 
which  are  the  fornicators,  and  which  the  adulterers. 
I  want  to  hear  that ;  for  the  one  is  ufually  diftinguifli- 
ed  from  the  othen 

Imp.  Yes,  fir,  they  are  diftinguifhable  enough  ; 
for  the  practical  profeft  papifts,  who  profefs  not  the 
leaft  degree  of  relation  to  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  head 
of  the  Chriftian  church  ;  but  own  themfelves  to  be 
the  adorers  of  the  whore,  who  fits  on  many  waters,  are 
held  to  be  the  fornicators  ;  whereas  nominal  protef- 
tants  profefs  themfelves  married  to  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
the  great  head  of  the  Chriftian  church,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  this  pretended  marriage,  with  him,  maintain 
a  doftrinal  commerce  with  the  whore  of  Rome  ; 
on  which  account  they  are  to  be  held  as  the  adulter¬ 
ers. 

The  fixth  canton  is  the  murderers  habitation, 
which  is  divided  into  two  grand  divifions.  In  the 
firft  are  murderers  of  others.  Thefe  are  fubdivided 
into  petty  cantons.  In  the  firft  of  which  live  the 
mental  murderers,  juft  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  They  are  a  people  who,  without  juft  caufe,  are 
angry  with  their  neighbours.  This  lambent  flame 
they  inwardly  cherilh,  until  revenge  is  begotten  along 
with  hatred,  envy,  and  malice.  With  them,  there¬ 
fore. 
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fore,  nothing  is  wanting  but  opportunity  to  dcllroy  the 
reputation  and  life  of  the  objea  of  their  hatred,  with 
fafety  to  thernfelves ;  but  very  often  it  happens  that 
their  hatred  and  revenge  deftroy  their  fubjefts,  ere 
they  have  an  opportunity  of  avenging  thernfelves. 
The  verbal  murderers  live  next  to  them,  in  a 
very  fpacious  country,  becaufe  they  are  very  numer¬ 
ous.  By  the  verbal  murderers  I  mean,  thofe  who 
withhold  from  the  character  of  others,  the  good 
which  they  do  deferve,  and  fpeak  of  them  the  evil 
which  they  do  not  deferve  ;  or  even  the  evil  which 
they  do  deferve,  in  a  way,  in  which  they  would 
not  wifh  others  to  fpeak  of  thernfelves,  in  like  cir- 
cumftances.  I  attend,  for  my  part,  in  many  com¬ 
panies,  where  the  converfation  cannot  poffibly  be 
lupported,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  fome  abfent  acquaintance.  And  fo  fafhion- 
able  is  this,  in  polite  life,  that  it  is  become  a  proverb, 
«  That  fcandal  is  the  very  life  and  foul  of  converla- 
tion.”  To  this  petty  canton  belong  all  talebearers, 
backbiters,  railers,  evilfurmifers,  and  particularly  the 
very  obliging  gentry,  who  tack  But,  to  the  end  of  all 
their  encomiums  on  others  ;  as,  u  He  is  a  good  fort 
of  gentleman,  But  ;  or  Ihe  is  an  agreeable  lady 
enough,  But  where  you  may  obferve,  that  little 
unintelligible  word,  But,  ftabs  the  gentleman  and 
lady’s  reputation  through  and  through. 

Having  paft  through  this,  you  come  into  the  coun¬ 
try  of  thofe  who  murder  with  their  looks.  In  this 
# 

country  you  may  fee  an  eye  to  curfe  a  man  to  hell 
and  damnation,  and  an  eye-brow  call  a  man  a  fcoun- 
drel,  and  knock  him  down.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Adam 
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Gib,  primate  of  the  affbciate  fynod  in  Scotland,  has 
lately  had  his  heart  wounded  fo  deeply,  by  the  looks 
of  fome  of  his  elders,  that  it  is  thought  he  cannot  re¬ 
cover  the  ftroke  as  long  as  he  lives  :  But,  for  the 
good  of  the  publick,  he  hath  profecuted  them  before 
the  prcfbytery,  who,  without  inquiring  into  fa£ls,  fen- 
tenced  the  reputation  of  the  irreverend  elders  to  be 
hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  to  the  great  confola- 
tion  of  the  pious  fufferer.  As  foon  as  you  get  out 
of  this  country,  you  come, 

Fourthly ,  into  a  very  extenfive  plain,  inhabited  by 
what  may  be  called  domeltick  murderers.  A  fet  of  be¬ 
ings  who  murder  with  impunity,  no'  fuitable  laws  be¬ 
ing  provided  againft  them. 

Here  dwells  the  parent,  who  fpends  waflefully 
what  fhould  regularly  fupport  his  family,  fo  that  his 
children  are  brought  up  in  the  mod  diffolute  and  ir¬ 
religious  manner,  as  a  preparative  to  the  mod  vicious 
practices  :  Hence,  whether  the  children  prove  virtu¬ 
ous  or  vicious,  drift  equity  accounts  the  profufe  and 
carelefs  parent  the  murderer.  Near  to  thofe  murder¬ 
ous  parents  lives  the  lafcivious  hufband,  who  edrang- 
eth  himfelf  from  his  lawful  confort,  and  frequenteth 
the  company  of  lewd  women  :  Many  you  may  find 
here,  who,  as  the  very  word  of  felons,  rob  their  wives 
and  children  of  their  legal  property,  to  fupport  the 
mod  infamous  drumpets,  who,  like  the  horfeleech, 

*  are  continually  faying,  Give,  give.  Such  men  are 
fure  to  find  the  truth  of  that  faying,  “  A  whore  is  a 
deep  ditch.”  Here  it  is  a  very  common  thing  to  fee 
the  mod  virtuous  women,  fo  ill  ufed  by  their  mur¬ 
derous  hufbands,  that  they  languilh  and  grieve  under 
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their  afflifrion,  until  atlaft  they  die  of  a  broken  heart,. 
No  affaffin  ever  better  deferved  the  gallows,  than  fuch 
hufbands  ;  for  no  affaffin  ever  put  the  perfon  whom 
he  murdered  to  equal  torture.  The  very  fame  may 
be  faid  of  the  lafcivious  ftrumpet,  of  high  or  low  de¬ 
gree,  who  is  falfe  to  her  hufband. 

Among  domeftick  murderers  live  the  parents,  who, 
for  the  fake  of  an  agreeable  fettlement,  oblige  their 
children  to  marry  with  perfons,  whom  they  cannot 
poffibly  love.  This  lays  a  fure  foundation  for  cer¬ 
tain  murder,  and  brings  the  party  to  the  grave  in  the 
mofl  diftreffing  manner. 

But  if  covetous  parents  would  only  confider,  that  a 
compelled  marriage  is  worfe  than  a  poifoned  dagger, 
plunged  into  the  bofom  of  their  offspring,  they  would 
certainly  have  more  compaffion  than  to  perfifl  in  the 
iniquitous  meafure.  Here  likewife  live  thofe,  who 
reftrain  their  children  from  marrying  the  objefts  of 
their  cooice,  merely  becaufe  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
a  few  hundreds,  or  thoufands,  in  the  fortune.  Pa- 
rents  who  can  relifh  nothing  but  money,  and  have  a 
wrong  notion  of  honour,  make  no  fcruple  of  con- 
fcience,  to  render  their  children  miferable  all  their 
uays,  rather  than  luffer  them  to  marry  a  degree  and 
half  below  themfelves.  It  is  very  flrange,  that  the 
laws  of  nations  Would  make  no  provifion  againfi  this 

murder  ;  and  ftranger  frill,  that  thofe  of  Britain  coun¬ 
tenance  and  encourage  it. 

However,  marriages  are  feldom  happy,  where  the 
afiefrions  aie  not  joined,  prior  to  the  matrimonial 
ceremony.  Money  may  unite  the  perfons,  but  it  can- 
rot  unite  the  affefrions,  as  appears  in  numberlefs  in- 
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fiances  :  Of  which  difconfolate,  dull  and  heavy  hufi- 
bands,  broken-hearted  wives,  frequent  divorces,  eloper 
ments,  domeftick  quarrels,  and  divided  families,  the 
natural  effeft  of  forced  marriages,  are  evidences. 

4  There  is  yet  another  fpecies  of  domefiick  murder¬ 
ers,  connived  at  by  the  law.  They  are  fuch  who  not 
only  train  up  their  children  in  idlenefs,  but  in  luxury 
and  wantormefs.  By  thefe  means  their  fpendthrift 
ions,  if  of  high  birth,  are  fitted  to  become  robbers  of 
the  nation,  when  their  own  fortunes  are  fpent  ;  and 
if  of  middle  life,  they  are  fitted  for  the  highway,  and 
confequently  for  the  halter.  Nor  is  this  method  of 
training  up  !efs  fatal  in  its  influence  on  the  female 
fex  ;  for  it  prepares  them  for  the  flews,  or  the  fub- 
urbs  of  the  flews,  where  gentlemen's  courtezans  dwell? 
perhaps  for  theft,  and  then  for  the  gallows.  Idlenels 
and  luxury  is  as  rank  poifon  to  the  mind,  as  arfe- 
nick  is  to  the  body.  Many  people,  indeed,  lament 
the  young  gentleman’s  unhappy  fate,  when  he  is  go¬ 
ing  to  Tyburn  ;  but  very  few  cenfure  his  parents,  as 
the  firft  caufe  of  his  untimely  end,  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  brought* him  up.  "1  his  is  fome  comfort 
to  us,  however,  that,  though  fuch  domefiick  muraa- 
ers  aft  with  impunity  from  man,  the  law  of  God  will 
take  fuch  notice  of  them  as  to  bring  them  to  hell,  if 
their  crimes  are  not  repented  of.  I  c$be  fuie  it  v.oiud 
be  more  agreeable  to  us,  to  fee  them  enter  bell  hy 
way  of  Tyburn  :  But  the  devil  cannot  always  have 

his  will. 

Another  fort  are  very  careful  topreferve  the  bodies 
of  their  children,  by  providing  diligently  for  them, 
the  neceffariesand  conveniences  of  life  ;  as  they  grow 
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up,  are  as  careful  to  preferve  them  from  the  highway 
and  the  ftews,  by  putting  into  their  hands  a  bufinefs 
by  which  to  obtain  a  comfortable  livelihood  ;  and, 
after  all,  prove  the  murderers  of  their  children.  For, 
on  the  one  hand,  they  refirain  them  not  from  bad 
company,  which  leads  to  deftruQion  ;  company  that 
corrupts  the  principles,  vitiates  the  conduQ:,  and  leads 
into  bad  practices,  fuch  as  fabbath- breaking,  gaming, 
lying,  fwearing,  &c.  Nor  on  the  other  hand,  do  they 
take  any  pains  to  cultivate  their  infant  minds,  further 
than  to  know  how,  when,  and  to  whom,  they  fhould 
make  a  genteel  bow,  and  courtefy,  and  how  to  exprefs 
the  modifh  compliments  in  a  graceful  manner.  They 
never  once  deem  it  neceffary  to  inftil  into  their  minds 
an  early  fenfe  of  religion  and  virtue. 

Many  parents,  if  their  children  learn  a  little  polite 
behaviour,  do  not  much  care  whether  they  read  the 
Bible  at  all. 

In  this  country  too  dwell  duellers,  boxers,  boafters. 
and  provokers ;  all  the  bands  of  afiaflins,  and  intriguers 
again!!  men’s  lives.  His  hoary  holinefs  is  captain  gen- 
era!  of  this  band,  and  his  cardinals  and  inquifitors  are 
next  to  him  in  honour.  Here  dwell  pefecutors,  of 
every  name,  popifh,  epifcopal  or  prelbyterian  ;  all 
who  impofe  religion  on  men’s  confciences  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  fworcf. 

1.  he  fecond  aivifion  is  that  of  feif- murderers  ;  and 
I  alfure  you,  fir,  this  is  a  very  populous  place,  more 
crowded  than  the  former.  Here  dwell  gluttons,  drunk¬ 
ards,  and  intemperate  perfons  in  general  ;  for  there 
tue  more  who  eat  and  drink  themfdves  to  death,  than 
the  fever,  the  confumption,  and  the  fword  deftroy.  Idle, 
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lazy^and  flothful  perfons,  live  here,  under  the  character 
offecond-hand  murderers;  their  idle  habitsintroducing 
difeafes  of  the  moll  fatal  nature.  The  immoderately 
careful,  alfo,  kill  -themfelves  with  mere  anxiety.  In 
the  next  town  the  envious  are  Rationed  ;  thofe 
who  are  as  mortally  wounded,  by  the  profperity  of 
their  neighbour,  as  any  man  can  be  by  a  dagger.  In 
the  fuburbs  live  thofe  whom  we  call  the  impatient  ; 
for  trouble  is  not  fo  very  deathly  as  impatience  under 
it.  Over  the  bridge  live  the  ambitious,  a  people  of 
lofty  views,  who  crack  their  heart-Rrings  by  climbing. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  latter  live  the  lafcivious, 
who  kill  themfelves  by  little  and  little,  and  parboil 
their  flefh  ere  they  prefent  it  to  the  v7orms.  I  might 
add  to  this  lift  a  prodigious  number  befides,  known 
amongR  us  by  the  name  of  foul  murderers  :  But  as  I 
w?as  never  very  remarkable  for  knowledge  in  cafuif- 
tical  divinity,  I  fliall  leave  this  to  others,  and  proceed 
to 


The  feventh  and  royal  canton  of  drunkards  ;  which 
is  divided  into  two  very  grand  divifions,  the  firR  of 
which  is  inhabited  by  the  fot,  and  the  fecond  by 
merry  companions.  The  foaking  fots  are  a  well  fea- 
foned  race,  who  feem  as  if  fome  of  their  anceRors 
had  been  of  the  briRlv  kind.  They  are  a  fwiniRi  fet 
of  people,  always  grunting,  but  when Their  lips  are  in 
the  cup;  unlefs  it  may  be  that  the  calf  mounts  them 
in  the  morning,  and  rides  them  until  half  palt  two, 
then  difmounts  juft  in  the  middle  of  dinner,  and  the 
eager  fwine  vaults  into  the  faddle,  and  rides  them  un¬ 
til  they  are  lame.  The  cnfign  of  the  fots  divifion  is  a 

long  tobacco  pipe-  and  greafy  fore  brealts.  of  a  coat ; 

and 
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and  if  any  man  have  bufinefs  with  them,  he  would 
do  well  to  wait  on  them  in  the  morning,  before  the 
calf  difmounts  ;  for  after  that  they  can  do  nothing 
but  grunt,  until  fleep  difmount  the  pig  again.  Thus 
they  are  ridden  alternately  by  the  calf  and  the  pig. 
The  fots  drink  merely  for  the  fake  of  liquor  ;  and, 
in  procefs  of  time,  their  blood  becomes  fo  inflamed, 
that  they  carry  the  arms  of  their  company  upon  their 
faces,  which  are  died  into  a  kind  of  baftard  fcarlet 
colour,  and  grow  as  rough  as  the  fkin  of  a  fhark., 
with  preternatural  pimples. 

The  fecond  divifion  is  that  of  merry  companions, 
or,  according  to  men  of  learning,  good-fellows.  They 
abhor  the  name,  yet  love  the  practice  of  drunkards. 
You  could  not  affront  them  worfe,  than  by  telling 
them  they  are  in  love  with  the  landlady,  for  the  fake 
of  her  liquor.  Were  you  to  afk  them  their  reafons  for 
frequenting  the  tayern,  they  would  foon  tell  you,  that 
it  is  not  for  any  love  they  have  to  the  liquor,  but  they 
go  there  merely  for  the  fake  of  good  company.  By  the 
way,  fire,  they  go  to  the  wrong  place  to  feck  for  it  ; 
xor  no  good  company  haunts  taverns  and  alehoufes3 
Good  company  is  moll  likely  to  be  found  in  good 
places  ;  but  taverns  and  alehoufes  are  quite  of  am 
other  caft,  beinppublick  portals,  through  which  many 
pafs  to  the  nether  regions.  Yea,  fuch  a  good  opin¬ 
ion  has  Beelzebub  conceived  of  them,  that  many  of 
the  landladies,  and  their  daughters,  are  appointed  his 
factors  and  agents  upon  earth. 

It  is  the  praftice  of  merry  companions  to  meet  at 
the  tavern,  or  fome  other  place  of  publick  refort,  as 
many  evenings  in  the  week  as  bufinefs  will  admit  of, 

1  3  to 
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to  read  and  expouud  the  newfpapers,  give  their  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  miniftry,  of  commer¬ 
cial  tranfaftions,  or  to  comment  on  the  operations 
of  war.  Sometimes  they  meet  to  play  what  they  call 
a  civil  game  at  cards,  back-gammon,  &c.  or  it  may 
be  to  reproach  forne  neighbouring  prefbyterian  par- 
fon,  for  his  affected  fanflity  :  For  you  muft  know 
that  they  not  only  hate  fanttity  itfelf,  but  its  very  ap¬ 
pearance.  -  Often  you  may  hear  them  deride  the  fan- 
atick,  for  what  they  call  his  narrow  and  bigoted  fpir- 
it,  and  at  the  fame  time,  applaud  the  reverend  Mr. 
jLiveloofe,  for  an  affable,  free  and  generous  foul. 
Many  of  thofe  merry  companions,  who  will  by  no 
means  bear  the  name  of  drunkard,  I  can  pick  you 
out,  who  \vill  drink  a  bottle  or  twTo  at  a  fitting,  ana 
go  home  betwixt  one  and  two  in  the  morning,  with 
eyes  as  fierce  as  thofe  of  a  hyaena. 

In  fhort,  fir,  if  you  were  to  go  through  my  canton 
of  drunkards,  when  our  men  are  all  at  work,  you 
would  hear  as  great  a  noife  as  if  Vulcan  with  his  Cy¬ 
clops  were  there,  hammering  thunderbolts  for  Jupiter. 
And  would  certainly  imagine,  that  hell  had  burft  its 
belly,  and  poured  out  its  entrails  amongft  us,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hideous  curling,  fwearing,  damning,  fink¬ 
ing,  fcolding,  and  bawling,  tearing,  and  fighting,  boaft- 
ing,  lying,  cheating,  and  unclean  words,  looks,  anti 
geftures,  which  ,  there  abound.  1  his,  iir,  is  the  roy¬ 
al  canton,  out  of  which  I  choofe  all  my  principal 
men  ;  which  you  muft  own  to  be  found  policy ; 
for  if  ever  I  can  get  a  man  to  become  a  drunk¬ 
ard,  1  can  caufe  him  to  commit  what  wickednefs  I 
pleafe  ;  and  I  muft  tell  you,  that  this  canton  is 

inhabited 
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inhabited  by  men  of  all  ranks,  occupations,  and  per* 
fuafions. 

Thus,  reverend  father,  I  have  given  you  a  brief 
account  of  my  dominions  ;  but  if  you  were  to  pafs 
through  the  feveral  cantons,  and  fee  them  all  yourfelf, 
you  would  fay,  that  the  hundredth  part  has  not  been 
told  you. 

In  fid.  Oh!  my  child  !  my  dear  Impiator,  how 
my  aged  heart  is  filled  with  joy,  on  hearing  your 
pleafing  (lory  !  llluftrious  indeed  is  the  kingdom  ol 
Prophanity !  You  honour  me,  my  fon  !  Your  fuccels 
does  great  honour  to  the  name  of  Infidelis.  But,  I 
pray,  do  you  know  any  thing  of  a  fetof  people,  whom 
they  call  Nazarenes.  They  are  the  only  people  in 
the  world  who  have  caft  oil  my  yoke.  Oh  !  how  it 
would  rejoice  me  to  hear,  that  your  craftinefs  had  en¬ 
gaged  them  in  your  fervice  ! 

Imp.  I  know  them  very  well.  A  fmall  body  of 
defpifed,  precife  creatures,  hated  by  all  the  world.  I 
alfure  you,  fir,  I  have  done  all  that  lies  in  my  power, 
to  bring  them  under  our  dominion.  Butmorti  fied  I 
am  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  con¬ 
quer  one  of  them.  Immanuel  hath  publilhed  very 
ftridl  laws  in  his  kingdom,  abfolutely  prohibiting  his 
fubjedts  from  touching,  tailing,  or  handling  any  thing 
that  belongs  to  us,  or  fo  much  as  vifiting  our  cantons ; 
and  they  are  fo  firmly  attached  to  his  government, 
that  it  is  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  now  and  then, 
we  get  one  of  them  down  into  our  mines.  But  when 
filch  a  thing  does  happen,  my  fubjedis  have  a  good 
day  of  feafiffig  and  mirth  ;  fend  gifts  to  one  another* 
of  fuch  things  as  they  have  ;  and  the  Ihouts  of  joy, 
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u  So  we  would  have  it,”  may  be  heard  in  all  the  can¬ 
tons  of  our  dominions. 

For  inftance,  it  happened  once  that  Noah,  who 
was,  in  the  main,  an  utter  enemy  to  our  government, 
was  induced  to  make  a  vifit  to  the  drunkards’  coun¬ 
try,  which  caufedmuch  gladnefs  through  all  the  land. 
The  triumphal  flag  was  difplayed  upon  the  tents  of 
Ham,  wherever  the  news  was  fpread  ;  and  every  man 
reported  to  his  neighbour,  faying,  66  Behold,  he  is  be¬ 
come  like  one  of  us.”  At  the  fame  time,  the  confed¬ 
erates  of  Shem  covered  themfelves  with  fackcloth, 
put  afhes  on  their  heads,  exchanged  their  pleafant 
fongs  for  lamentations,  mourning  and  woe  ;  until  the 
patriarch  was  fafely  returned  to  his  own  country  again. 

It  happened  alfo  on  a  certain  time,  that  I  was  hap¬ 
py  enough  to  inveigle  David  the  great,  within  the 
borders  of  the  adulterers’  canton  ;  who,  to  cover  the 
infamy  of  fuch  an  expedition,  rufhed,  with  violent 
precipitation,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  canton  of 
murderers.  The  monarch’s  arrival  was  foon  proclaim¬ 
ed  among  all  the  murderers,  and  adulterers,  who 
made  a  grand  entertainment  on  the  occalxon,  and  in¬ 
vited  the  blafphemers  to  partake  with  them.  Oh  ! 
Infideiis,  if  you  were  there,  certainly  you  would  have 
tired  your  fides  with  laughing,  to  fee  how  they  footed 
the  treble  dance,  whilft  the  mufick  played,  66  Thebeft 
of  them  are  as  bad  as  ourfelves.”  And  all  joined  to¬ 
gether  in  this  chorus, 

6(  What  we  do  in  publick,  they  do  in  private. 

The  difference  is  only  in  fhew.” 

Then  they  clapped  their  hands,  and  fhouted,  44  So, 
ho  !  brave  boys.  Now  we  are  all  on  one  fide.  The 
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nun  after  God’s  own  heart  hath  joined  our  commu¬ 
nion.  The  pfalmift  of  Ifrael  is  now  one  of  ourfelyes. 
Hypocrites,  altogether,  who  pretend  to  more  religion 
than  others.3'  Thus,  fire,  from  the  fall  of  one,  our 
people  concluded  that  all  were  bad. 

The  like  fell  out  in  the  cafe  of  Peter,  the  apoflle, 
who,  on  a  very  dark  night,  miffing  his  way,  was  firft 
trapped  in  the  liars’  fnare,  and  then  in  the  fwearers"' 
gin,  fo  that  he  denied  the  Lord  who  bought  him,  and 
curfed  and  fwore,  that  he  did  not  fo  much  as  know 
Jefus  of  Nazareth.  I  can  tell  you,  when  fuch  a  thing 
does  happen,  that  we  entrap  one  of  the  Nazarenes,  it 
greatly  increafeth  the  indufiry  of  my  fubjecls,  and 
bends  them  more  than  ever  under  my  yoke.  In¬ 
deed,  as  there  is  no  other  way  to  Zion,  but  what  lies 
cireftly  through  the  very  heart  of  my  dominions, 
there  is,  now  and  then,  one  of  them  tumbles  into  our 
mines,  efpeciaily  in  the  dark  and  long  nights  of  winter. 

In  fid.  Now  and  then,  child  !  I  thought  you 
had  often  companies  of  them  at  once  in  your  domin¬ 
ions. 

Imp.  No,  fir,  I  cannot  fay  fo.  I  will  tell  you  how 
the  miftake  happens.  We  frequently  have  compa¬ 
nies  of  thofe  who  are  called  Nazarenes,  it  is  true  • 
but  then  the  name  and  the  nature  are  two  different 
things,  all  the  world  over.  In  order  to  bring  true 
Chriftianity  into  difgrace,  the  great  and  wife  Beelze¬ 
bub  flirs  up  fome  of  our  country  people  to  put  on 
the  outward  habit  of  the  Nazarenes,  join  their  com 
pany,  and  travel  with  them,  almoft  to  the  borders  of 
the  kingdom  of  Prophanity  ;  but  not  one  of  them 
can  be  perfuaded  to  fet  a  foot  out  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try. 
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try.  As  tbofe  people  pafs  along  the  road,  in  their 
own  country,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
they  do  occafionally  try  their  hands  at  their  old  em¬ 
ployments.  But  as  for  the  real  Nazarenes,  I  affure 
you,  I  very  feldom  meet  with  one,  who  has  curiofity 
fo  much  as  to  view  our  land  as  he  paffes  through  it. 
Even  when  our  fubtle  emiffaries  do  entrap  one,  let 
me  and  my  chivalry  do  what  we  can,  we  never  der 
tain  him  beyond  a  certain  time  ;  when  fome  power¬ 
ful  melfenger  is  difpatched  from  the  {kies,  to  deliver 
him  out  of  pur  tenacious  hands.  But  we  h^.ve  the 
fatisfadlion  of  often  procuring  them  an  hearty  drub¬ 
bing,  fo  that  many  of  them  afterwards  go  halting  to 
their  graves.  I  myfelf  have  fecn  Immanuel  meet 
them,  in  the  very  midft  of  our  kingdom,  feize.  bind3 
and  chaflife  them,  until,  with  blurred  faces,  they  hum¬ 
bly  fubmitted  to  kifs  the  rod,  and  heartily  blefled 
God  that  ever  the  birch-tree  was  planted. 

Infid.  Aye,  child,  they  are  made  to  kifs  the  rod, 
that  is  the  plague  of  it  ;  for  then  they  bid  farewell  to 
the  pleafures  of  Prophanity.  Oh  !  were  it  but  poL 
Able,  by  any  means  to  harden  them  againft  the  rod, 
what  advantages  might  we  reap  from  it  !  Or  indeed 
could  we,  as  I  have  often  drove  to  do,  make  them 
faint  under  it,  it  would  anfwer  the  fame  end.  But, 
beyond  all  our  power  to  hinder,  Immanuel  does  fome 
how,  along  with  the  Itroke,  convey  fuftaining  firength. 
Yea,  fometimes.  even  makes  the  rod  itfelf  in  fome 
refpetfs,  pleafant,  and  at  all  times  profitable  to  therm 
Ah  !  my  fon,  we  fhall  never  be  able  to  rob  him  of 
one  of  his  own  ;  for  when  he  chaftifeth  them  with  a 
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viiiblc  hand,  lie  fuftaincih  and  comfortcth  them  with 
an  hand  invifible. 

But  let  us  not  be  difeouraged,  nor  yield  the  con- 
teft.  Let  us  e'eftroy  whom  we  can,  and  let  us  diflurb 
and  diftraft  the  minds  of  thofe  whom  we  cannot  de- 
flr0y.  Let  us  think  of  the  great  Beelzebub,  what 
atchievements  he  is  daily  performing,  notwithflan ding 
lie  groans  in  the  yoke  of  eternal  defpair.  And  for 
your  encouragement,  my  dear  Impiator,  let  me  tell 
you,  fucli  is  your  care,  to  maintain  a  delpotick  fway 
over  your  fubjefts,  and  fuch  is  their  attachment  to 
your  perfon  and  government,  that  both  you  and  they 
may  be  affured  of  warm  lodgings  in  the  palace  of 
meat  Beelzebub,  as  foon  as  this  world  ceafeth  to  be 
the  ftage  of  aftion. 

Imp.  Yes,  fir.  Such  is  the  flourifhing  ftate  of 
my  kingdom  at  prefent  ;  but  I  have  many  {hocks  at 
one  time  and  another.  It  is  but  a  few  years  fince,  I 
was  terribly  afraid,  left  I  fhould  have  loft  my  Britifh 
fubjefts. 

In  fid.  Loft  your  Britifh  fubjcQs,  my  fon  !  Who, 
or  what  is  lie,  who  dared  to  attempt  any  thing  againft 
the  great  Prophanity  ? 

Imp.  Ah  !  fire,  a  powerful  enemy  ;  no  lefs  a  per¬ 
fon  than  George  the  third.  He  was  an  enemy  to  my 
powerful  fway  when  he  was  only  prince  of  Wales  ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  afeended  the  throne,  he  more  openly  (he  w- 
ed  his  diflike  to  me  ;  publifhed  an  edift,  for  banifh- 
ing  me  from  his  dominions  ;  enjoined  his  officers  to 
apprehend  me  wherever  I  was  to  be  found  ;  and, 
under  the  penalty  of  his  difpleafure,  prohibited  his 
iiibjeQsfrpm  entertainingme  at  any  time.,  efpecially  up- 
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on  the  Sabbath  day  ;  a  day  on  which  I  am  ufed  to 
get  above  double  bufinefs  done  for  Beelzebub.  Had 
I  not  been  well  befriended  by  the  Britifh  nobility,  as 
well  as  by  the  commons  of  the  land,  bad  days  had 
come  upon  me  ;  for  what  will  not  precept,  enforced 
by  example,  be  able  to  accomplifh  ? 

Had  he,  like  many  princes  before  him,  only  ena£L 
ed  laws  again!!  me,  and  ftili  continued  to  correfpond 
with  me  himfelf,  I  fhould  have  had  little  to  fear  ;  but, 
would  you  think  it,  fir,  he  aflually  attempted  to  clear 
the  court  of  me  ;  will  fufFer  no  fweariag  in  his  pref¬ 
ence,  nor  gaming  on  the  Sabbath  evenings  in  his 
palace,  and  even  difcourageth  drunkennefs  and  de¬ 
bauchery.  Indeed,  fir,  if  inferiour  magiftrates  had 
all  been  of  the  lame  difpofition  with  their  king,  poor 
Impiator  had  been  obliged  to  quit  the  realm,  and 
live  in  exile,  like  the  devil  Crudelis. 

In  f  i  d.  That  the  king  of  England  is  a  fober  and  vir¬ 
tuous  prince,  will  admit  of  no  dilpute  ;  but  the  cafe 
of  Impiator  can  never  be  defperate,  whilft  you  and 
I  are  in  fuch  high  efteem  with  fo  many  magiftrates 
and  placemen.  We  fhall  be  regarded  much  fooner 
than  he.  So  long  as  inferiour  magiftrates  can  be 
kept  in  fubjeftion  to  us,  (here  is  no  fear  of  our  in- 
tereft,  let  the  prince  be  ever  fo  virtuous.  I,  as  an 
oldftander  in  the  world,  have  feen  much  of  mankind, 
and  out  of  my  confummate  experience  lhall  offer  fome 
things  for  you  encouragement. 

A  good  king  may  enafl  good  laws  ;  but  it  is  im~ 
poffible  he  fhould  execute  them,  without  the  affiftance 
of  his  fubjefts  ;  therefore,  your  kingdom,  my  fon, 
can  never  fufFer,  until  a  law  be  made,  which  fhall 

render 


141 


Dial.  7.]  of  D  E  V  I  L  S. 

render  all  common  drunkards,  fwearers,  fabbath- 
breakers,  whoremongers,  extortioners,  &c.  incapable 
of  the  office  of  a  magiftrate.  Whilft  magiftratcs  can 
fuffer  buying  and  felling  on  the  Sabbath-day  ;  whore¬ 
dom,  drunkennefs,  and  fwearing,  to  abound  in  the 
flreets,  with  impunity,  what  hath  Impiator  to  fear  ? 
Doth  it  not  demonftratively  prove,  that  fuch  magif¬ 
trates  are  firmly  attatched  to  the  devil  Impiator.  No 
danger,  my  fon,  no  danger  at  all  !  Let  the  king  and 
queen  both  abhor  you  ever  fo  much,  unlefs  they  can 
get  men  of  virtuous  difpofitions  eftabhfhecl  in  places 
of  truft,  the  devil  Impiator  lhall  reign,  in  fpite  of  all 
they  can  do  to  prevent  it. 

Do  you  think  that  a  magiftrate,  who  is  himfelf  a 
drunkard,  will  ever  ftrive  to  fupprefs  the  beaftly  fin 
of  drunkennefs  in  others  ?  Or  that  he  who  is  a  pro¬ 
fane  fwearer,  and  tolerates  the  praftice  of  fwearing  in 
his  own  houfehold,  will  ever  exert  his  power  to  fup¬ 
prefs  it  in  others  ?  Can  it  be  thought,  that  a  man  who 
keeps  his  woman,  inftead  of  his  wife,  will  be  very 
affiduous  to  fupprefs  the  reigning  fin  of  whoredom  ? 
Or,  that  he  who  can,  without  confcience,  grind  the 
faces  of  the  poor,  will  ever  be  a  promoter  of  piety* 
Never  fear  it,  Impiator.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
debauch  the  minds  of  as  many  magiftrates  as  vou  can; 
then  you  will  have  the  vulgar  of  courfe.  when  they 
fee  vice  reign  with  impunity*. 

Imp, 

*  ThIs  Second  fighted  devil,  feems  to  have  judged  rightly  of  the  cafe  ;  for 
profanenefs  of  every  hind,  has  made  mo  ft  awful  advances  in  the  prefent  reivn, 
jiOtwithftanding  the  virtue  of  the  fovereign.  Divorces,  confequent  upon  conju¬ 
gal  infidelity,  were  never  fo  rife,  fince  England  became  a  nation.  Mafqueradcs 
and  routs,  which  received  but  little  countenance  in  fome  former  reigns,  in  this, 
meet  with  all  that  the  vaineft  heart  can  with  for.  That  this  is  the  cafe,  let  Cor- 
celv’s,  the  pantheon,  and  the  female  cotery.  bear  v.  itneft, 
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Imp.  After  ail,  fir,  I  think  there  is  reafon  for 
fome  fear,  when  we  confider  the  power  of  example. 
You  remember  how,  according  to  tradition,  it  turned 
the  heads  of  ail  the  Macedonian  army,  to  the  one 
fhoulder,  in  the  days  of  Alexander,  and  how  it  raifed 
a  hump  upon  moft  of  the  genteel  backs  in  England, 
in  the  days  of  king  Richard  the  third,  of  bloody  mem¬ 
ory.  Now,  fir,  if  example  w  ere  to  have  the  like  ef- 
fe6t  at  prefent,  Irnpiator  could  not  live  in  England. 

In  fid.  I  am  fenfible,  fon,  that  a  virtuous  exam¬ 
ple  is  not  without  its  proper  influence  ;  but  this  I 
have  always  feen,  people  are  more  eafiiy  drawn  by 
example,  into  vice,  or  even  into  things  indifferent, 
than  into  virtue.  Affure  yourfelf  it  will  require  a 
ftronger  power  than  the  example  of  the  befl:  and  wif- 
eft  of  men,  to  draw  a  vicious  perfon  to  the  love  of 
virtue. 

Should  the  virtuous  example  of  a  prince  have  any 
influence  upon  others,  you  mult  take  care  to  nick¬ 
name  them,  get  them  pointed  and  hiffed  at,  and  def- 
pifed,  and  all  will  go  on  very  quietly. 

Let  us  go  now  in  queft  of  our  kindred,  my  fon. 
I  expe&ed  to  have  feen  fome  of  them  here  this 
morning. 
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dialogue  VIII. 

Infidelis,  Avaro,  Fastosus,Impiator,  &  Dis¬ 
cord  a  ns. 

INFIDELIS  and  Impiator,  had  but  juft  done  talk¬ 
ing  together,  and  were  about  departing,  when 
Faftofus,  Avaro,  and  Difcordans  came  up  the  valley, 
and  faluted  each  his  kindred  ;  in  which  falutation  In¬ 
fidelis  thus  began  : 

In  fid.  Honour  and  renown,  to  the  great  Fafto¬ 
fus  !  Furious  contentions,  to  reftlefs  Difcordans  ! 
And  heaps  of  glittering  wealth,  to  the  careful  Avaro  ! 
To  which  infernal  falutation 

Fastosus  replied,  Darknefs  and  confufion  fur- 
round  my  brother  Infidelis  !  Lewdnefs  and  debauch¬ 
ery,  attend  my  coufin  Impiator  !  I  am  glad  to  fee  fb 
many  of  our  family  in  the  valley  at  once. 

In  fid.  I  pray  you,  coufin  Difcordans,  how  do 
you  do  ?  Thefe  many  weeks  have  pafied  fince  I  law 
you. 

Dis.  Even  jaded  out  of  breath,  uncle  ?  How  do 
you  do,  molt  Rev.  fir  P  And  how  do  you,  my 
worthy  coufin  ? 

In  fid.  Having,  with  great  care,  caufed  our  in¬ 
fluences  to  reft  upon  our  fubjefis,  we  came  hither  to 
the  valley  to  regale  ourfelves  with  a  difh  of  fweet  con- 
verfation,  which  we  hope  will  now  be  more  agreeable, 
on  the  arrival  of  fo  many  celebrated  worthies.  But  I 
would  know,  coufin,  where  you  have  been  fo  long  P 

Dis. 
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Dis.  Been,  uncle  !  I  have  been  bufy,  wandering 
to  and  fro,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  ufual,  pro¬ 
moting  the  interefts  of  great  Beelzebub.  So  diligent 
have  I  been,  that  I  have  had  no  time,  fince  I  law 
you  laft,  fo  much  as  to  take  a  nap.  But,  as  you  ob- 
ferved  juft  now,  having  left  my  influences  upon  man¬ 
kind,  I  hope  to  enjoy  the  pleafureof  my  uncle  s  com¬ 
pany,  for  a  feafon. 

In  fid.  How,  coufin  ?  Are  you  fo  clofe  at  it  ?  I 
thought  your  affairs  had  been  urgent,  only  upon  cer¬ 
tain  occafions. 

Dis.  Indeed,  fir,  mankind  are  fond  of  me,  almoft 
to  diftraftion.  I  believe  I  have  as  much  bufinefs, 
now  a-days,  as  any  devil  of  the  club  ;  and  I  manage 
my  affairs  with  as  much  dexterity  too. 

In  fid.  What  is  that  ftaff,  you  have  in  your  hand, 
coufin  P  And  what  is  that  looking-glafs,  that  hangs  by 
your  fide  ?  By  your  looks  you  are  too  vigorous  to 
need  a  ftaff  to  lean  upon  ;  and  to  judge  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  your  perfon  and  drefs,  I  fhould  have 
thought  you  had  as  little  need  of  a  looking-glafs. 

Dis.  You  are  pleafed  to  banter  a  little,  fir  :  But 
that  which  is  well  received,  is  never  ill  delivered. 
This,  which  you  call  a  ftaff,  fir,  is  my  telefcope.  And 
this  glafs  is  my  inverting  mirror.  The  two  chofen 
inftruments,  by  which  I  carry  on  all  my  operations. 

I  Mr.  I  thought,  coufin,  we  devils  have  no  need 
of  glaffes,  either  perfpe&ive  or  vifual.  What  !  is 
your  fight  bad,  Dil'cordans  ? 

Dis.  No,  no,  my  fight  is  as  piercing  as  the  eye 
of  an  eagle  ;  but,  piercing  as  it  is.  I  cannot  do  with¬ 
out  my  glaffes. 

Imp. 
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Imp.  Then,  I  fuppofe,  the  glaffes  are  for  the  ufe 
of  your  fubjefts.  Indeed,  coufin,  I  never  took  you 
to  be  a  friendly  devil  before. 

Di s.  Not  fo  friendly  as  you  imagine,  coz,  nor 
are  the  glaffes  for  their  ufe,  but  for  their  abufe.  For 
there  is  not  one,  who  makes  ufe  of  either  glafs,  but 
he  is  abufed,  as  fure  as  ever  he  ufes  it.  This  is  no 
very  great  friendfhip,  fir,  is  it  ? 

In  fid.  No  coufin  ;  if  fo,  you  approve  yourfelf 
the  offspring  of  great  Beelzebub.  I  fhoiild  be  glad 
to  hear  fomething  of  their  ufes,  and  the  manner  of 
your  operation  by  them. 

Dis.  I  am  ready  to  oblige  you,  fir,  if  the  great 
Faftofus  is  pleafed  to  permit  me. 

Fast.  You  do  me  honour,  my  fon.  I  permit 
you,  with  all  my  heart. 

Dis.  Then,  fir,  if  you  pleafe,  you  fliall  try  my 
telefcope  firft.  Take  it  in  your  hand,  fir,  and  put  it 
to  your  eye.  Now,  fir,  what  do  you  fee  ? 

In  fid.  See  !  I  fee  the  greateft  mountain  that 
ever  I  beheld  !  The  top  of  it  reacheth  even  to  the 
ftars.  Strange  !  I  di<l  not  think  there  had  been  fuch 
a  thing  in  the  world  !  Why,  the  higheft  mountain  in 
Armenia  is  but  a  hillock,  when  compared  to  this  ! 

Dis.  Now,  fir,  be  pleafed  to  take  down  the  glafs  ; 
look  the  fame  way,  with  your  naked  eye,  and  try 
what  you  can  difcover. 

In  fid.  Nay,  now  I  can  fee  nothing  at  all,  but  a 
molehill,  about  a  fcore  of  yards  from  11s.  But  what 
is  gone  with  the  mountain,  think  you  ? 

Dis.  That  very  molehill,  fir,  is  the  mountain, 
which  you  faw.  To  convince  you  of  it,  Impiator 
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fhail  make  the  trial  likewife.  No w,  Impiator,  what 
do  you  fee  ? 

Imp.  See  !  why  I  fee  the  wondrous  mountain  ; 
and  I  fee  a  prodigious  number  of  monfters,  ten  times 
as  big  as  an  elephant,  travelling  up  the  fides  of  it  ! 

Dis.  Now,  fir,  the  molehill  is  the  mountain,  and 
the  ants  are  the  monfters  that  inhabit  it. 

In  fid.  Amazing  !  that  any  inftrument  can 
change  the  appearance  of  things,  fo  much  from  the 
reality.  Indeed,  Difcordans,  I  can  hardly  believe 
my  own  eyes. 

Dis.  Sir,  vou  fhail  have  full  conviction.  Put 
the  glafs  to  your  eye,  and  mind  well,  when  I  roll  this 
ball  on  the  green,  and  tell  me  what  it  appears  to  you 
to  be  ?  -  -—Now,  fir, you  have  feen  it,  what  do  you  fay  ? 

In  fid.  I  am  more  aftonifhed  than  ever.  It  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  well  nigh  as  huge  as  the  body  of  Saturn, 
and  feemed  to  roll  through  immeafurable  {pace. 
Now  I  am  convinced,  incredulous  as  I  am. 

Dis.  All  is  well  fo  far.  Now  you  fhail  try  the 
other  end  of  the  telefcope,  and  learn  the  wonders  of 
miniature.  Let  us  look  towards  the  other  fide  of  the 
valley.  You  fee  a  very  large  oak,  whofe  arms  are 
extended  at  leaft  two  hundred  feet  in  breadth.  Do 
you  not  fee  it,  fir  ? 

Inf?d,  See  it  !  How  you  talk  !  I  might  fee  that 
tree  without  fpefitacles,  if  I  were  three  fourths  blind, 

Dis.  Be  not  too  pofitive,  fir.  Take  a  good  view 
of  it  now,  left  you  Should  not  readily  apprehend 
it,  with  the  glafs. 

In  fid.  Whycoufin,  I  cannot  fail  feeing  this  tree  at 

the  firft  trial,  it  is  fuch  a  large  one,  and  juft  at  hand  too? 

Dis* 
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Dis.  Well  then,  pleafe  to  put  the  glafs  to  your 

eye,  the  contrary  way  to  what  you  did  before. - 

Now,  fir,  what  do  you  fee  ? 

In  fid.  I  can  fee  nothing  at  all.  What  is  be- 

* 

Come  of  the  tree,  think  you  ? 

Dis.  Look  better,  fir.  The  tree  ftands juft  where 
it  did,  I  allure  you. 

Imp.  I  fuppofe  my  father  has  not  the  glafs  right 
at  his  eye  ;  has  he*  coufih  ? 

Dis.  Yes,  yes,  it  is  very  right.  Do  you  difcover 
any  thing  of  the  tree  yet  ? 

In  fid.  No,  nothing  at  all.  Is  not  the  glafs  fall¬ 
en  out,  think  you  ? 

Dis.  No,  fir,  the  glafs  is  all  right.  But  tell  me, 
do  you  fee  nothing  of  any  kind  ? 

In  fid*  Yes,  I  fee,  at  a  prodigious  diftance,  fome 
kind  of  a  flirub*  about  the  fize  of  a  common  thiftle* 
To  me,  it  appears  to  be  about  fifteen  inches  high. 

Dis.  Look  ftedfaftly  at  it,  fir,  and  fee  if  you  caii 
find  out  what  fpecies  it  is  of  ? 

In  fid.  I  take  it  to  be  a  fmall  oak  plant ;  but, 
at  fuch  a  diftance,  it  is  not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  the 
fpecies  of  fuch  a  diminutive  fhrub. 

«•*  •  * 

Dis.  Now,  fir,  1  perceive,  you  difcern  it  right ; 
if  you  pleafe  you  may  take  down  the  glafs.  You  fee, 
fir,  the  oak  tree  ftands  juft  where  it  did  ;  and  now 
you.  can  difcover  nothing  of  the  fhrub.  Believe  me, 
fir,  the  plant,  which  you  faw,  is  none  other  than  that 
ftately  oak,  magically  diminifhed  in  its  appearance, 
by  the  power  of  the  glafs.  The  oak  itfelf  hath  un¬ 
dergone  no  change,  neither  did  the  ball,  nor  the 
molehill,  'All  the  change  is  only  in  appearance. 

K  a  In  Fib; 
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In  fid.  I  am  amazed  at  the  aftonifhing  powers  of 
this  inftrument.  When  it  is  ufed  one  way,  it  magni¬ 
fies  a  molehill  to  a  ftupendous  mountain,  and  a  tennis 
ball  to  a  world  ;  and  when  nfed  the  contrary  way,  it 
reduceth  an  oak,  of  the  mod  gigantick  ftature,  into 
one  of  the  mod  dwarfifh  fhruhs.  I  pray  you,  coufin, 
what  is  the  name  of  this  inftrument  ?  And  where  was 
it  invented  ? 

Dis.  Sir,  the  name  of  this  amazing  inftrument,  is* 
Prejudice  ;  it  was  invented  by  Lucifer,  the  mod  fa¬ 
mous  mathematician  in  hell  ;  and  is  of  excellent  ufe, 
in  forwarding  the  delightful  works  of  darknels,  and 
fecuring  the  dominion  of  Beelzebub,  over  mankind 
upon  e;arth. 

In  fid.  Dear  coufin,  I  am  quite  impatient  to 
have  a  defcription  of  its  ufes.  It  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  of  excellent  fervice,  if  fkilfully  managed,  as  I 
doubt  not  it  is,  in  the  hand  of  Difcordans. 

Dis.  Sir,  having  already  feen  fomething  of  its 
amazing  effetls,  you  may  well  believe  it  is  very  ufe~ 
ful  to  me.  By  this  partial  glafs  it  is,  I  fow  contention, 
ftrife,  and  difcord,  wherever  1  come.  It  is  my  cuf- 
tom,  when  I  beginmy  operations,  and  intend  to  fet  peo¬ 
ple  together  by  the  ears,  to  vifiteachof  them  feparately , 
apply  my  glafs  to  his  eye,  in  the  magnifying  way  ;  and, 
as  you  fee  it  is  fo  conftrufted  that  it  will  turn  any  way, 
I  turn  it  towards  himfelf,  by  which  he  obtains  a  partial 
view  of  his  own  virtue  and  merit.  Then  I  apply  the 

glafs  the  contrary  way,  and  direft  my  dupe  to  confider 

hisvicesinthe  diminifhing  medium,  by  which  he  almoft, 

if  not  wholly,  lofeth  fight  of  them.  Having  had  fuch 

a  partial  view  of  his  own  virtues  and  vices,  the  fool 

take 
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takes  the  former  to  be  a  thoufand  times  greater,  and 
the  latter  a  thousand  tim£s  lefs,  than  they  really  are* 
By  thefe  means  he  is  prejudiced  in  his  own  favour,  fo 
far,  that  he  is  ready  to  quarrel  with  all,  who  think  not 
as  well  of  him  as  he  does  of  himfelf.  Thus,  I  pre¬ 
judice  almofi  every  man  in  his  own  favour,  fo  far, 
that  each  looks  upon  himfelf  as  molt  worthy  of  gener¬ 
al  regard.  From  this  it  is,  that  you  may  meet  with  a 
drummer,  who  looks  upon  himfelf  as  more1  able  to 
command  well,  than  his  colonel  ;  or  a  catchpole,  who 
deems  himfelf  fit  for  an  alderman  ;  and  a  (curvy  at¬ 
torney,  who  flatters  himfelf,  that  he  knows  more  than 
the  lord  chancellor  of  the  realm. 

But  for  this  prejudice  in  their  own  favour,  you 
fhould  never  hear  of  revolutions  of  ftate,  deftruftive 
wars,  cruel  affaffinations,  and  domeftick  broils,  among 
mankind,  fo  grateful  to  us  infernal  fpirits.  It  is  by 
this  device,  you  will  find  ont  fool  wifer  in  his  own 
conceit  than  ten  men  who  can  render  a  reafon.  Yea, 
gentlemen,  it  is  from  the  good  opinion  almoft  every 
man  hath  of  himfelf,  originally  derived  from  the  ufe 
of  my  partial  telefcope,  that  all  divifions  and  animofi- 
ties,  of  every  kind,  and  amongft  every  people,  in 
church  and  ftate,  do  flow.  Though,  indeed,  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  concerned  in  religious  contentions  would  per- 
fuade  the  world,  that  it  is  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  they  have  in  view,  in  all 
their  curfes  and  anathemas,  which  they  tofs  and  retofs 
againft  one  another.  The  vulgar  take  it  for  granted 
to  be  fo,  and  therefore  readily  join  with  their  reve¬ 
rend  leaders. 

Kg  In 
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In  the  mean  while,  man  being  fufficiently  preju¬ 
diced  in  his  own  favour,  T  betake  me  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  operations,  from  whence  all  jealoufies,  back-bit- 
ings,  murmurings,  evil  furmifings,  &c.  fpring.  I  put 
the  diminifhing  end  of  my  telefcope  to  the  e)  e  of  my 
dupe,  and  direft  him  thus,  to  behold  the  virtues  of 
his  neighbour.  The  inftance  of  the  oak,  reduced  to 
the  moft  diminutive  fhrub,  will  convince  you  that  a 

I  .  »  ;  • 

man’s  virtue  will  appear  little  enough,  if  at  all  difcern- 
ible,  when  viewed  with  my  partial  glafs.  So  when 
the  man  with  it  examines  the  virtue  of  his  neighbours, 
he  is  put  to  his  wit’s  end  to  find  any  virtue  at  all,  juft 
as  you  were  to  find  out  the  oak  :  But  he  fees,  as  he 
thinks,  too  much  caufe  to  conclude,  that  his  neigh¬ 
bour  is  a  very  bad  man.  And  if  fuch  a  thing  fhould 
be,  that  a  man’s  virtue  is  fo  ftrong,  that  it  forceth  ev¬ 
idence,  even  over  the  belly  of  prejudice,  by  its  own 
native  luftre,  its  appearance  is  changed  from  its  real¬ 
ity,  as  the  oak  to  the  fhrub,  in  the  foregoing  experi¬ 
ment. 

Then  I  direft  my  difciple  to  apply  the  magnifying 
end  of  the  telefcope,  and  to  take  an  ample  view  of 
his  neighbour’s  vices  and  deformity ;  and  this  he  doth 
to  the  greateft  advantage.  The  two  inftances  of  a 
molehill  transformed  to  a  mountain,  and  a  rolling  ball 
to  a  revolving  world,  will  convince  you,  how  glaring 
any  man’s  vices  will  be,  when  viewed  with  the  magni¬ 
fying  end  of  my  valuable  telefcope,  Prejudice. 

On  obtaining  this  difcovery,  fays  my  dupe,  “  Ah  ! 
how  glaring  his  vices  appear !  When  I  fought  for 
virtue,  I  could  not  difcern  fo  much  as  the  fmalleft  of 
her  traces  in  him  ;  but  now  I  feek  for  his  vices,  tru- 

•  '  '  ,v  ■  '  iy 
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ly  there  is  nothing  elfe  to  be  fcen.  Can  he  be  a 
chriftian  ?  No,  furely  !  If  this  be  chriliianity,  I  wili 
forever  renounce  it.  Thus,  my  reverend  uncle,  I 
frequently  perfuade  people,  who  are  really  worthlels, 
to  defpife,  revile,  and  contemn,  thofe  who  are,  in  ev¬ 
ery  refpect,  much  preferable  to  themfelves  j  to  deny 
the  character  of  virtuous  men,  even  to  the  mod  vir- 
tuous  of  their  day. 

In  fid.  Now,  nephew,  you  delight  my  ear  indeed; 
and  I  freely  own  you  of  my  illuftrious  kindred  , 
nor  are  you  lefs  dexterous  in  purfuit  ot  your  caking, 
than  the  greateft  of  all  our  fraternity  ;  the  great  Fal- 

tofus  and  I  only  excepted. 

Imp.  Gentlemen,  I  have  been  filent  a  long  time, 

which,  I  believe,  1  am  as  little  given  to  as  any  ;  but 
now,  wonder  unbraces  my  tongue,  and  1  cannot  but 
admire  the  art  and  induftry  oi  my  coufin  Diicordans. 

Dis.  Although  I  am  no  way  remarkable  for  grat¬ 
itude,  I  thank  you,  coufin  Impiator,  for  your  com¬ 
pliment.  There  is  this  glafs,  which  like  wife  demands 
your  attention.  Will  you  pleafe  to  examine  it,  gen¬ 
tlemen  P  , 

In  fid.  Come,  coufin,  I  will.  Pleafe  to  let  me 

look  at  it. 

Dis.  Now  for  a  frefh  furprife.  Do  you  pleafe  to 
place  the  mirror,  and  look  into  it. 

In  fid.  I  will,  coufin.  But  what  is  the  matter, 
think  you  ?  I  fee  nothing  but  grofs  darknefs.  How 
comes  this  to  pafs,  Dilcordans  ? 

Dis.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  inftrument.  Be  pleaf- 
ed  to  turn  yourfelf  fo  as  to  look  upon  either,  or  all 
of  us,  in  it*  Now,  fir,  what  do  you  fee  ? 

K  4 


Infid. 


*5*  DIALOGUES  [Dial.  & 

Infid.  Strange!  you  all  appear  as  angels  of 
light.  Did  I  not  perfe&ly  know  the  contrary,  I  could 
have  fworn  upon  the  alcoran,  or  the  mafs  booh,  that 
Impiator  had  been  Uriel  ;  Avaro  had  been  the  ge- 
,  aius  of  Benevolence  ;  that  Faftofus  had  been  Hu- 
mility  ;  and  you,  Difcordans,  the  angel  of  Peace. 

This  glafs  is  really  more  wonderful  than  the  form¬ 
er.  What  an  amazing  power  of  invertion  it  hath, 
coufin  ?  Why  it  transformed!  light  into  darknefs,  and 
darknefs  into  light  ;  changeth  the  appearance  of  dev¬ 
ils,  into  that  of  angels  of  light.  Weil,  Difcordans,  if 
this  will  not  anfwer  your  end,  I  do  not  know  what  will. 
I  pray  you,  coufin,  what  do  you  call  it  ? 

Dis.  This,  fir,  I  call  my  inverting  mirror  :  But 
the  proper  name  of  it  is  Falfe  Reafoning .  An  inftru- 
ment  of  the  true  Luciferian  conftruflion,  and  moft 
admirably  adapted,  to  my  dividing  purpofes.  It  is 
the  tirade  at  which,  for  the  moft  part,  mankind  in¬ 
quire  after  the  truth  of  any  matter.  But,  from  what 
you  have  feen,  you  will  readily  believe,  that  there 

i 

is  no  truth  in  it  ;  therefore,  its  difcoveries,  if  the  truth 
were  known,  would  be  deemed  abfolute  falfehood. 
But  I  am  very  careful  to  keep  up  its  honour  with 
the  people,  as  I  could  do  but  little  bufinefs  without 
it. 

Fast.  Right,  my  fon,  and  it  proves  to  be  in 
high  efteera  :  For  the  ancients  were  not  more  fond 
of  our  brother  Apollo,  who  kept  his  court  at  Del- 
phos,  than  the  moderns  are  of  the  inverting  mirror 
of  Falfe  Reafoning. 

In  fid.  Good  coufin,  a  word  or  two  concerning 

its  ufes;  yea,  make  an  oration  of  it,  if  you  pleafe  ; 

for 
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for  it  will  be  very  agreeable,  even  to  Impiator  nim- 
felf,  I  dare  fa y. 

Imp.  No  danger  of  me,  I  allure  you  !  I  begin 
now  to  have  fome  talle  for  information,  all  that  I  have 
heard  being  fo  very  agreeable.  Coulin  Difcordans, 
you  may  freely  proceed,  without  any  fear  of  bearing 
too  hard  upon  my  patience. 

Dis.  But  for  this  inverting  mirror,  gentlemen,  I 
could  do  but  little  againft  the  children  of  men  ;  for 
excellent  as  my  telefcope  of  Prejudice  is,  it  would 
be  altogether  ufelefs,  but  for  the  mirror  :  But  by  the 
help  of  this,  the  telefcope  performeth  mighty  deeds 
in  favour  of  our  government. 

By  this  mirror  it  is,  I  caufe  offence  to  he  taken, 
when  none  is  offered  nor  defigrted  ;  yea,  even  when 
the  good  of  the  party  is  fought  after  ;  and  thus  I  fo¬ 
ment  differences,  amidft  the  moft  fervent  felicitations 
for  unity.  A  certain  great  man,  fome  thoufand  years 
fince,  had  fuch  a  proof  of  this,  that  he  complained 
bitterly  againft  our  people,  faying,  ;;  When  I  am  for 
peace,  they  are  for  war.” 

By  this  mirror  it  is,  that  publick  or  private  reproof 
is  not  only  rendered  ufelefs,  but  even  hurtful  to  the. 
party  reproved,  and  frequently  prejudical  to  fociety. 
So  very  much  are  people  given  to  examine  all  mat¬ 
ters  in  our  famous  mirror,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible 
to  point  out  one  man  in  a  whole  county,  who  hath 
wifdom  enough  to  bear  reproof  with  becoming  pa¬ 
tience.  So  that  if  it  is  an  argument  of  folly,  to  turn 
away  the  ear  from  reproof,  or  to  harden  the  heart 
againft  rebuke^  thefe  are  brave  days  for  folly. 


By 
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By  this  wonderful  mirror,  I  make  even  the  preach- 
ed  word,  not  only  ufelefs  to  many,  but  offenfive  to 
fome.  For  inftance,  it  f'ometimes  happens,  that  the 
preacher,  as  it  is  his  duty,  exclaims  againft  drunken- 
nefs.  At  that  inflant  I  ftep  up  to  the  drunkard,  and 
hold  the  mirror  before  his  eyes ;  immediately  he  be¬ 
gins  to  view  the  parfon’s  conduft,  in  a  very  unchari¬ 
table  light  ;  and,  as  a  guilty  confcience  needs  no  ac- 
culer,  he  concludes  it  is  himfelf  that  is  aimed  at. 
u  Well,  fays  he,  I  fee  how  it  is  ;  fome  fpiteful  perfon 
hath  told  him  that  I  was  drunk  the  other  night,  and 
he  is  wicked  enough  to  expofe  me  to  all  the  congre¬ 
gation.  Has  he  no  faults  of  his  own,  that  he  can  be 
fo  free  in  trumping  up  other  people’s  failings  ?  Can¬ 
not  he  preach  the  gofpel  without  railing  again#  indi¬ 
viduals  ?” 

In  fid.  I  have  often  feen  it  to  be  dangerous  to 
our  intereft,  for  a  perfon  to  go  with  a  guilty  con¬ 
fcience  to  where  there  is  a  faithful  miniftry. 

Dis.  By  this  time,  I  clap  my  telefcope  to  his  eye, 
and  dire£l  him  to  view  the  parfon  with  it ;  which  is 
no  fooner  done,  than  he  exclaims,  “  Aye,  aye,  his  vices 
are  as  great  as  mine  !  and  greater  too.  If  he  is  not 
a  drunkard,  he  is  fomething  as  bad  ;  he  is  covetous ; 
all  know  that  ;  and  he  is  uncharitable  and  fpiteful.” 
Then  I  turn  the  end  of  my  telefcope  towards  him¬ 
felf.  “  Well,  faith  he,  the  parfon  himfelf  is  more 
wicked  by  one  half  than  I  am.  I  meddle  with  no  * 
man’s  cha rafter.  I  am  in  charity  with  all  men.  I  am 
juft  and  honeft  in  all  my  dealings.  If  I  hurt  any 
body  it  is  myfelf,  and  what  can  the  meddling  fellow 
have  to  do  with  that  ?” 


Thus 
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Thus  doth  this  wonderful  inftrument  invert  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  fo  as  to  turn  a  well  meant  admonition, 
into  a  piece  of  envious  raillery  ;  what  is  really  in  it- 
fe’tf  a  virtue,  is  changed  in  its  appearance  to  a  vice  ; 
and  if  the  lead  degree  of  zeal  appears  in  the  delivery 
of  reproof,  it  is  traduced  as  paffion  and  ill-nature. 
J3v  the  ufe  of  thefe  two  famous  infiruments,  I  let  one 
great  man  to  pull  the  ears  of  another,  at  the  various 
courts  of  earthly  princes  ;  where,  by  my  manage¬ 
ment,  the  truly  worthy  are  frequently  difgraced,  and 
the  worthlefs  advanced  to  power.  What  ups  and 
downs  fucceeded  each  other  in  the  court  ol  Verfailles, 
in  the  days  of  madam  Pompadore,  when  not  the 
merit  of  the  hero,  but  his  attachment  to  that  lady, 
was  confidered  ?  If  he  was  a  true  Pompadonan,  he 
was  fure  to  be  advanced,  however  much  of  the  call 
his  dilpofition  had  imbibed  ;  but  if  an  anti-pompadori- 
an,  down  he  came,  though  he  were  as  wile  as 
Ulyffes,  and  valiant  as  the  fon  of  Theps.  And  fo  it 
fared  with  them  in  their  bad  fuccels  in  the  late  war. 

Fast.  I  fuppofe  the  publick  would  never  objeft 
to  their  prince  enjoying  the  common  privilege  of 
man,  in  having  a  favourite  friend  near  his  perfon, 
were  it  not  that  the  party  Elected  for  that  purpole  is 
apt,  infolently  and  inconfiderately,  to  crowd  his  own 
dependants,  qualified  or  unqualified,  into  places  un¬ 
der  the  government.  But  what  France  fullered  for 
fuch  mifeonduct  in  the  laft  war,  will  be  a  warning  to 
neighbouring  nations. 

In  fid.  I  Ihould  like  to  have  the  hiftory  of  your 
glaffes,  cOufin.  And  I  imagine  a  few  inftances  of 
your  operations  by  them  will  be  exceedingly  agreea¬ 
ble 
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ble  to  ali  the  company,  if  you  will  be  fo  obliging  as 
to  favour  us  with  them. 

Dis.  With  all  my  heart,  fir.  The  firft  inftanceX 
remember,  was  in  the  cafe  of  Cain  and  Abel.  As 
for  Abel,  you  know,  he  was  a  rebel  againfl;  our  gov¬ 
ernment,  enlifted  under  the  banner  of  Immanuel, 
arid  bore  arms  againfl:  the  monarch  of  darknefs,  to 
whom  trufly  Cain  was  firmly  attached.  Abel  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  acceptable  atonement,  then 
to  be  made  by  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  and  had  refpett  to 
it,  in  all  the  fervices  which  he  offered  to  Deity.  His 
facrifices  and  fervices  were  therefore  the  fruits  of 
faith,  and  confequently  acceptable  to  God,  whom  he 
ferved.  On  the  other  hand,  our  friend  Cain  had  no 
refpeft  to  the  mediation  of  Immanuel,  but  confidered 
his  fervices  as  well  deferving  acceptance  with  Deity, 
in  virtue  of  their  own  intrinfick  excellence.  Of 

i 

courfe,  both  him  and  his  fervices  were  rejected.  For 
you  know,  whatever  is  not  of  faith,  is  fin,  and  confe¬ 
quently  deteflable  to  the  Almighty.  Abel  offered 
his  facrifice,  and  Cain  prefented  his  gift,  the  one  in  faith, 
and  the  other  without  faith  ;  the  refult  was,  Abel  was 
accepted  and  Cain  rejeQed. 

As  foon  as  I  was  aware  of  this,  and  faw  difcontent 
vifible  upon  his  countenance,  I  went  up  to  Cain, 
and  began  to  ply  him  with  my  inftrument.  “  Let  my 
lord  Cain,  faid  I,  try  his  brother’s  conduct  in  this 
faithful  mirror.”  Accordingly  he  viewed  it,  and  as 
he  viewed,  he  faid,  i:  Ah  !  now  I  fee  how  it  is.  He 
knew  that  a  lamb,  or  kid,  would  be  more  acceptable  to 
God  than  corn ;  but  he  would  not  inform  me,  I  fuppofe, 

left  I  fhould  (hare  in  the  bleffing.  Is  this  aiding  the 

part 
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part  of  a  brother?  I  fee  now  through  all  his  pretend¬ 
ed  love,  his  whining  advices  and  hypocritical  cant.” 

This  wrought  juft  as  I  would  have  had  it.  Then 
I  defired  him  to  view  himfelf  with  my  telefcopc, 
which  he  did,  and  thus  exclaimed,  66  Why,  I  am  a 
thoufand  times  better  than  my  brother  Abel  !  I 
have  as  much  righteoufnefs  in  my  one  hand,  as  he 
hath  in  his  whole  perfon.”  Said  I,  “  Now  take  a  full 
view  of  your  brother  with  this  glafs.”  He  did,  and  as 
he  looked,  he  faid,  “  My  brother  is  the  mofl  con¬ 
temptible  creature  I  ever  beheld.  I  wonder  not  now, 
to  hear  him  complain  of  his  unworthinefs,  as  he  does 
in  his  whining  way.”  66  Look  again,”  I  faid.  Then 
faid  Cain.  “  Why,  Abel  is  fo  fwelled  with  pride,  that 
he  cannot  contain  himfelf.”  “  Look  farther,”  faid  I  : 
«  Aye,  replied  he,  I  fee  what  he  aims  at.  Rethinks 
I  fhall  be  his  fervant,  and  no  longer  his  fuperiour  as 
elder  brother.” 

You  know  it  is  ufual  for  my  worthy  friends.  Envy, 
Revenge,  and  Cruelty,  to  follow  me  in  moft  of  my 
enterprifes.  It  fo  fell  out,  at  this  time,  that  thofe 
three  diabolians  were  prelent  ;  but  none  of  them  at¬ 
tempted  to  fpeak  a  word,  until  Cain  had  viewed  his 
brother  Abel  with  my  inftruments,  in  a  light  the  moft 
difadvantageous  to  him  that  could  be.  But  Cain 
having  obtained  this  view  of  Abel,  up  comes  Envy, 
and  thus  addreft  him  :  66  Friend  Cain,  I  am  heartily 
forry  for  your  difgrace,  and  am  grieved  when  I  ob- 
ferve  to  you,  that,  it  is  my  opinion  you  will  never  be 
able  to  endure  your  brother’s  greatnefs  and  profperi- 
ty,  now  he  is  accepted,  and  you  are-  rejected.  I  am 
much  miltakeri,  if  his  ambition  ceafeth  to  operate,  u n- 
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til  he  enflaves  you  entirely  under  his  yoke.  I  much 
fear  that  is  what  he  aims  at.  Now,  my  friend,  as  you 
are  the  elder  bom,  it  is  but  reafonable  that  you 
fhould  be  ruler  ;  but  for  the  elder  to  be  fubjeft  to 
the  younger  is  what  I  would  advife  you  never  to 
fubmit  to.”  Then  faid  Revenge,  If  honeft  Cain  will 
be  ruled  by  me,  he  will  make  himfelf  amends,  for 
all  the  grief  he  has  fuftained.  To  whom  Cain  :  “  I 
pray  thee  thou  fweet  fpirit,  which  way  (hall  I  do  it  ? 
Shall  I  burn  his  tents,  or  deftroy  his  flocks  ?  What 
Ihall  I  do,  to  make  myfelf  amends  ?”  Do,  faid  Cru- 
delis,  what  fhould  you  do  ?  Knock  him  on  the  bead  at 
once  :  “  Elfe,  faid  Envy,  he  will  be  an  eye-fore  tq 
you,  all  the  days  of  your  life.” 

Thus  the  matter  was  determined,  and,  accordingly, 
Cain  took  an  opportunity  one  day  in  the  field  to  mur¬ 
der  him.  In  this  inftance,  Abel’s  virtue  and  faith 
were  confidered  as  vicious  craftinefs  ;  his  fincere 
aiming  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  his  felf-denial  were, 
by  my  inverting  inflruments,  interpreted  pride  and 
ambition.  Deluded  Cain  revenged  himfelf,  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  reality,  but  according  to  his  own  jealous 
fufpicions  and  groundlefs  furmifes. 

In  fid.  Realities  feldom  appear,  Difcordans, 
where  you  reign,  or  your  operations  would  not  be 
fo  fuccefsful  as  they  are  in  common. 

Dis.  True  fir,  there  is  no  poffibility  of  maintain¬ 
ing  ftrife  and  contention,  but  by  infpiring  one  man 
with  miftaken  notions  of  another,  and  each  wdth  a  good 
opinion  of  himfelf.  This  is  the  fpring  of  all  contention. 

I  remember  1  made  rude  v7ork  between  Jacob’s 
wives  ;  I  think  their  names  were  Leah  and  Rachel, 

the 
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the  daughters  of  your  friend  Laban,  Avaro  ;  and  that 
too,  for  what  neither  one  nor  the  other  could  poffibly 
help.  Rachel  was  plump,  fair  and  beautiful,  but 
withal  for  many  years  barren.  Leah  was  lefs  beauti¬ 
ful,  being  affli&ed  with  tender  eyes.  And  from  thefe 
two  fources  I  let  the  world  fee  the  inconveniency  of 
polygamy  or  bigamy.  But  to  pafs  from  the  difcord 
of  the  women,  I  come  to  their  fons,  amongft  whom  I 
made  a  pretty  fort  of  an  inroad,  which,  for  a  feafon, 
yielded  me  exquifite  pleafure. 

You  mult  know  it  is  always  more  pleafure  to  me, 
to  ftir  up  difcord  among  the  good  and  virtuous,  than 
any  people  whatever ;  although,  by  the  way,  it  is  much 
more  irrational  in  them,  to  quarrel  with  one  another, 
than  for  thofe  who  are  flrangers  to  equal  privileges. 
Yet,  fuch  is  my  dexterity,  that,  whilft  they  are  in  this 
world,  I  can  make  them  very  often  behave  to  one 
another,  more  like  enemies  than  friends  and  brethren. 
However,  they  eicape  my  tyranny  the  moment  they 
forfake  their  clay,  and  X  am  forever  banifhed  from 
^  their  peaceful  manfions  in  the  other  world. 

To  return  to  my  ftory.  Young  Jofeph,  fon  of  de- 
ceafed  Rachel,  was  his  father’s  favourite  ;  and  the 
fond  patriarch,  to  evidence  his  diftinguifhing  regard 
to  him,  clothed  him  in  garments  of  many  colours. 
This  badge  of  affeftion  fat  very  uneafy  on  the  minds 
of  his  brethren,  who,  to  a  man,  refolved  to  teach  fu¬ 
ture  parents,  the  folly  of  partiality  towards  their  chil¬ 
dren  ;  yet  had  conduct  enough  to  bridle  their  refent- 
ment,  until  a  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer.  It 
was  not  many  years  before  an  opportunity  offered  ; 
or  J°feph  had  a  dream,  divinely  infpired,  of  which  I 

made 
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made  very  fuitable  improvement.  He  dreamed, 
that  he  and  his  brethren  were  all  reaping  together 
in  the  fields  and  lo  l  ere  he  was  aware,  his  fheaf  flood 
upright  in  the  midft,  and  all  his  brethren’s  fheaves 
flood  round  and  made  obeifance  to  it.’" 

Young  Jofeph,  fufpefting  no  harm,  in  his  fimplici- 
ty,  told  his  dream  to  his  brethren.  Not  long  after 
he  dreamed,  that  the  fun,  moon,  and  eleven  ftars, 
made  obeifance  to  him  ;  and,  in  the  fame  fimplicity 
of  heart,  told  his  brethren  this  dream  alfo,  never  once 
fufpe&ing  that  they  would  comment  upon  it  to  his  in- 
jury. 

At  this  time,  I  happened  to  make  a  vifit  to  them ; 
and  having  the  matter  without  referve  laid  before  me, 
I  requefled  them  to  examine  it  with  my  inflruments, 
as  you  know  I  am  never  backward,  when  there  is 
any  hope  of  bufinefs.  As  they  examined  it,  they  were 
unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  haughty  boy  was 
but  too  fenfible  of  his  father’s  over-efteem  for  him. 
«  Vain  youth,  faid  they,  he  can  think  of  nothing  but 
being  lord  over  his  brethren  :  It  it  evident  from  his  re¬ 
peated  dreams,  his  mind  runs  upon  it  through  the  day ; 
for  what  people  ruminate  in  the  day,  they  are  apt  to 
dream  of  at  night.”  Such  was  the  fenfe  my  mirror 
gave  of  the  affair.  Then  faid  I,  Gentlemen,  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  furvey  the  matter  with  this  telefcope,  meaning 
Prejudice.  They  did  fo,  and  faid,  “  Did  ever  any 
body  fee  fuch  an  haughty  prefumptuous  youth,  as 
this  {tripling  of  a  brother  of  ours  is  ?  It  may  be,  the 
young  ambitious  wretch  feigned  his  dreams,  the  more 
eafily  to  introduce  his  fupremacy  !  He  be  our  lord ! 
Muft  he  ?  His  pride  is  boundlefs.  It  is  not  enough 
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that  he  hopes  to  lord  it  over  his  brethren,  but  his  old 
father  muft,  it  feems,  make  obeifance  to  his  arro¬ 
gance.” 

It  was  now,  I  called  on  my  brother  Revenge  to 
appear  ;  to  whom  I  willed  them  to  make  their  cafe 
known.  This  they  did  ;  and  he,  without  hefitation, 
(as  you  know  he  is  a  ready  witted  fpirit)  gave  them 
his  advice.  45  Gentlemen,  faid  he,  the  faff  is  evi¬ 
dent  ;  but  why  do  you  perplex  yourfelves  ?  You 
have  it  in  your  power  to  prevent  his  aggrandizement. 
Yonder  he  comes,  and  here  is  a  pit  hard  by,  drown 
him  in  it,  and  fee  what  will  become  of  his  dreams.” 
44  By  all  means,  faid  Envy;  for  you  fee  the  old  man 
is  fo  doatingly  fond  of  him,  that  he  is  ready  to  take 
his  dreams  to  be  divinely  infpired  ;  and  the  more 
foolifhly  the  youth  can  dream,  the  fonder  his  father  „ 
is  of  him  ;  fo  that  it  is  now,  if  Jofeph  is  well,  he 
cares  little  what  becomes  of  the  reft  of  his  children.” 

The  fons  of  Jacob,  in  part,  followed  our  advice. 
They  caft  Jofeph  into  the  pit,  which  happened  to  be 
dry  :  But  the  angel  of  compaffion  wrought  fo  far  up¬ 
on  them,  that  they  fpared  his  life,  and  fold  him  to  a 
band  of  Hhmaelites,  who  were  to  take  care  todifpofe 
of  him  in  a  foreign  market,  far  enough  from  home. 
So  you  fee  it  was  by  the  help  of  my  incomparable 
inftruments,  Jofeph  was  feparated  from  his  brethren* 

Infid.  If  right  reafon  had  been  director,  they 
would  have  allowed  it  poflible  that  God  might  fpeak 
in  a  dream,  or  in  a  vifion  of  the  night,  to  the  lad  ; 
and  that  it  was  time  enough  to  punifh  him,  when  he 
actually  became  guilty  of  ufurpation.  But  in  your 
way,  light  reafon  is  quite  out  of  the  queftion,  coufin* 
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If  agreeable  to  the  great  Faftofus,  I  hold  it  good 
we  difperfe,  for  the  prefent,  that  our  affairs  on  earth 
be  not  neglefted  ;  and  let  us  meet  here  tomorrow 
morning  for  frefh  converfation. 

Fast.  It  is  very  agreeable  to  me,  fir. 
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TT  was  my  bufinefs  to  mind  the  appointment,  and 
**■  give  due  attendance  ;  which  I  refolved  to  do, 
whatever  fliould  be  the  confequence  :  Accordingly  I 
was  there,  ere  the  arrival  of  the  infernal  gentry,  whom 
I  waited  for  with  impatience.  At  laft,  they  all  came 
up  the  valley  to  the  place  of  conference  ;  where  five 
fable  thrones  were  ready  to  receive  them.  As  foon 
as  feated,  the  following  converfe  began  : 

In  fid.  Indeed  !  is  it  poffible,  that  my  lovely 
Impiator  hath  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  make  a  reverend 

4 

vicar  drink  until  he  is  fuddled  ?  Such  a  conqueft  as 
this  makes  greatly  for  our  intereft  ;  for  when  the  pa- 
rifhioners  know  that  the  parfon  himfelf  was  drunk  in 
the  week,  they  will  pay  little  regard  to  his  fermon 
the  enfuing  Sabbath.  Let  him  preach  repentance, 
and  reformation,  with  all  the  zeal  he  may  affume,  ev¬ 
ery  hearer  will  fay  in  his  heart,  64  Phyfician,  heal  thy- 
felf.”  I  always  knew  that  you,  Avaro,  had  large 
dealings  with  many  of  the  clergy  ;  but  not  until  now, 
that  my  fon  Impiator  had  obtained  fuch  great  pow¬ 
er  over  them.  What  !  and  fwear  too  !  To  fee  a 
parfon  get  drunk,  or  to  hear  him  profanely  fwear, 
would  give  joy  to  the  devil  himfelf,  amidft  all  his 
difappointments,  I  alfure  you,  in  the  days  of  the 
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Puritans,  I  would  have  crept  forty  miles  on  my  hands 
and  knees  to  have  heard  the  one,  or  feen  the  other. 
But  thou,  my  fon - — 

Imp.  Indeed,  fire,  you  may  depend  on  what  I 
fay.  Great  and  formidable  are  my  enterprifes.  Thefe 
eyes  of  mine  have  feen  the  foot-ball  thrown  down  at 
the  church-door,  on  Sunday  after  fervice,  in  the  pref¬ 
ence  of  the  parfon  ;  who,  like  the  father  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  gathered  up  his  gown,  and  flood  patiently  to  fee 
which  of  his  flock  could  with  greatefl  dexterity  make 
it  fkim  the  fky.  This,  you  will  fay,  was  a  pretty  fort 
of  tranfit,  made  by  the  holy  man,  from  worfhipping 
the  God  of  heaven  to  ferve  the  famous  devil  Impia- 
tor.  Ah,  gentlemen,  were  I  but  an  eloquent  fpirit, 

I  could  tell  you  fuch  wonders,  about  the  profanenefs 
of  both  prielt  and  people,  as  would  rejoice  your  hearts, 
and  make  you  confefs,  that  few  devils  have  more  al- 
cendency  over  mankind  than  myfelf.  O  !  the  young 
fludents,  who  are  training  up  for  the  miniflry,  aie 
charming  lads.  It  is  but  a  few  years  fince,  a  nymph, 
who  had  been  under  the  tuition  of  fome  of  thofe 
young  clergymen,  came  to  an  overfeer  of  the  pool 
of  the  parifh,  near  a  certain  univerfity,  and  defiled 
to  fpeak  with  him.  What  is  your  will  ?  faid  he.  I 
am  with  child,  faid  fhe.  I  fee  that,  returned  he  , 
but  who  is  its  father  ?  Three  gentlemen  of  —  - 

Hall,  faid  fhe.  What  do  you  talk  of  t!  ree  for,  faid  he  ; 
only  one  of  them  can  be  its  father.  Indeed,  fir,  they 
ate  all  three  the  fathers  of  my  child,  and  aie  all  wil¬ 
ling  to  give  fecurity  to  the  parifh  :  And  thiee  vcrj . 
civil  gentlemen  they  are,  I  affure  you.  I  think,  faid 

ihe  overfeer,  they  have  not  behaved  very  civilly  to 

you? 
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you,  feeing  you  are  with  child  by  them.  O  fir,  iaid 
(he,  they  behaved  very  civilly  to  me  :  They  got  me 
to  their  room,  and  kept  me  there,  for  above  a  fort¬ 
night,  and  all  the  while  I  ate  with  them,  and  flept 
"with  them  at  free  coll. 

Avar.  Well,  but  brother,  can  you  affert  that  as 
faft  upon  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Imp.  Yes,  Avaro,  I  can  ;  and  more  than  that,  the 
overfeer  is  yet  alive,  and  can  at  any  time  atteft  the 

truth  of  it. 

In  fid.  Well,  I  think  they  are  hopeful  gentlemen 
of  which  to  make  minifters  of  the  gofpel  ;  gentlemen 
who  may  be  of  great  fervice  to  our  government. 

Imp.  It  is  on  that  account  I  mention  the  affair. 
And  I  could  tell  you  a  hundred  fuch  pretty  little 
(lories. 

Fast.  Suppofing  my  reverend  brother  Infideks, 
for  the  information  of  thefe  younger  devils,  were  to 
relate  part  of  his  hiftory,  might  it  not  be  well  ? 

In  fid.  I  am  ready  to  do  any  thing,  that  tends  to 
the  profperity  of  our  common  caufe  ;  with  a  view  to 
this,  I  have  already  given  Impiator  forne  account  of 
my  birth,  and  firlt  enterprifes  ;  and  now,  for  com¬ 
mon  inftrutlion,  fliall  proceed.  Having  afcenaed  * 
the  throne  of  Infidelity,  the  firft  thing  I  attempted  was, 
to  lull  men  into  a  perfuafion,  that  I  did  not  at  all  ex- 
ift,  and  that  there  is  no  fuch  devil  as  unbelief  in  be¬ 
ing.  When  I  could  not  fo  univerfally  prevail  in 
this  as  I  wrthed,  I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  each  of 
them  feparately,  that  however  Infidelis  might  reign 
over  others,  for  their  part,  he  had  no  dominion  over 
them,  For,  faid  I,  you  have  a  good  heart;  and  have 
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believed  well  all  your  days.  Although,  as  I  faid  be¬ 
fore,  I  have  conducted  many  of  thofe,  who  fancied 
they  had  believed  fo  well  in  their  lifetime,  very  fafe- 
!y  down  to  the  chambers  of  horrible  defpair,  where 
they  were  very  foon  convinced,  they  had  never  be¬ 
lieved  at  all  aright. 

Then  I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  people,  that 
the  threatenings  of  God’s  law,  againft  fin,  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a  fancy  ;  and,  to  flrengthen  this  doc¬ 
trine,  I  thus  preached  ;  (for  you  mult  know,  I  have 
been  a  great  preacher  in  my  time  :)  “  Look  you, 
you  timorous  minded  mortals  ;  you  may  clearly  fee, 
that  God  hath  created  you,  with  all  the  paffions  and 
appetites  that  attend  you  ;  and  can  you  believe  that 
he  did  this  with  a  defign  to  prohibit  the  gratification 
of  them  ?  No,  furely  !  Could  it  be  confifient  with 
the  character  of  that  God,  whofe  goodnefs  is  unto  all, 
and  whofe  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  to 
endue  you  with  thefe  paffions  and  appetites,  and  then 
damn  you  for  gratifying  them  ?  No,  no,  thofe  threat¬ 
enings  are  exhibited  only  to  keep  your  confciences  in 
awe  ;  but  never  defigned  to  be  rigoroufly  executed. 
The  law  will  make  large  allowances,  for  the  inclina¬ 
tions,  paffions,  and  infirmities  of  the  human  nature  ; 
never  fear  it.  The  foul  that  finneth  need  not  to 
fear  dying,  as  the  fcripture  has  threatened  ;  and  man 
fhall  not  be  curfed,  though  he  continue  not  in  all 
things  written  in  the  law  to  do  them.” 

Here,  gentlemen,  you  may  fee  my  fallacy,  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  mortals  ;  for  although  all  the  faculties  and 
paffions  of  the  foul  were  indeed  effential  to  its  crea¬ 
tion  ftatej  none  of  them  were  then  irregular  j  none 
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afted  from  improper  influence  ;  for  every  paffion 
centred  in  its  lawful  and  proper  objea.  Befides,  all 
finful  motions  and  defires  of  the  heart  are  the  effeas 

of  my  dominion  ovei  man. 

Then  I  proceeded  to  perfuade  them,  that  God  had 
forfaken  the  earth,  and  took  now  no  notice  of  the 
deeds  of  men,  fo  that  every  man  might,  with  the 
greated  fafety,  gratify  his  peculiar  inclination.  By 
thefe  means  it  was,  the  great  Impiator  was  brought 
into  exidence,  whofe  dominion  has  increafed,  evciy 
year,  with  great  rapidity. 

I  perfuaded  men,  that  this  world  is  the  mod  cer¬ 
tain  good.  A  bird  in  the  hand,  faid  I,  is  woith  two 
in  the  bufh.  Make  fure  of  this  world,  and  never 
fear  for  the  other.  Do  you  condder  this  as  \our 
abiding  place,  and  build  your  ned  in  its  highed 
branches,  if  poffible.  In  this  I  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
every  man  by  nature,  and  almoft  all  by  practice,  look 
upon  the  prefent  world  as  the  chiefeft  good.  Ihen 
it  was,  that  Avaro  was  born  in  our  family,  and  Am- 
bitiofus  was  born  in  the  family  of  Fadofus. 

All  this,  you  mud  obferve,  I  did  in  difguife,  or 
rather  in  a  date  of  invifibility.  I  dare  not  tell  a  man, 
when  I  wait  upon  him,  that  my  name  is  Infidelis  c 
For,  although  they  are  fond  of  my  nature,  even  to 
didradlion,  there  is  not  one  of  them  but  what  hates 
to  be  told  that  he  is  concerned  with  me.  Indeed, 
you  cannot  affront  any  of  my  fubjefts  worfe,  than 
by  naming  him  after  me,  and  calling  him  Infidel. 

Imp.  That  is  the  very  cafe  with  my  fubjefls  : 
For,  although  they  love  my  fervice  with  all  their 
hearts,  they  hate  to  be  told  of  it.  If  a  man  fliould, 
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at  any  time,  reprove  one  of  them  for  his  enormities* 
you  would  foon  hear  him  damn  the  reprover,  for  a 
xnethodift,  or  puritan,  or  a  fanftified  hypocrite. 

In  fid.  It  is  no  manner  of  difficulty  for  me  to 
lurk,  unperceived  by  them,  in  the  corners  of  their 
dwellings  ;  but  I  cannot  poffibly  hide  myfelf  from 
Mofes,  the  vicegerent  of  the  Higheft.  He  is  a  perfon 
of  a  mod  piercing  eye,  and  can  trace  all  the  motions 
of  fpirit  ;  therefore  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  he  and  I 
have  frequent  bickerings.  Mofes  being  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  light,  and  I  the  mod  confummate  darknefs, 
there  is  an  eternal  war  proclaimed  betwixt  us,  and 
we  never  meet  but  we  are  at  daggers’  drawing. 

Sometimes  he  comes  knocking,  with  a  tremendous 
hammer,  at  the  doors  and  windows  of  my  lodging,  as 
if  he  would  lay  the  houfe  in  an  heap  of  ruins  ;  whilft 
the  people  within  ft  art  and  tremble  at  every  thunder¬ 
clap  of  his  hammer.  Amidft  their  confternation,  you 
may  hear  him,  from  without,  call  to  them  within, 
with  a  voice  louder  than  many  thunders,  in  the  name 
of  his  auguft  Mafter,  to  bring  forth  the  devil  Infide- 
lis,  and  all  his  train,  to  publick  execution.  But  I 
am  always  well  befriended  by  the  people  of  the  houfe, 
who,  for  the  mod  part,  tell  him  that  neither  Infidelis, 
nor  any  of  his  train,  live  with  them,  and  that  his  ex¬ 
cellency  mud  needs  have  miftaken  the  door.  They 
tell  him  he  would  do  better,  to  inquire  at  the  houfe 
of  Tom  Drunkard,  or  Jack  the  fwearer,  where,  very 
probably,  fay  they,  that  evil  fpirit  may  dwell. 

This  is  often  the  beginning  of  a  rupture,  betwixt  him 

and  them  ;  for  he  is  not  to  be  fo  eafily  deceived.  He 

fcooteth  his  burning  arrows,  with  deathly  vengeance, 
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in  at  the  windows,  againft  the  people  of  the  houfe, 
whom  I  exhort,  by  all  poffible  means,  to  refill  to  the 
la  ft  extremity.  Never  did  you  fee  the  warlike  Cot- 
ficans  exert  themfelves  with  fuch  ardour,  in  defence 
of  their  liberties,  as  my  fubjeQs,  in  defence  of  my  gov¬ 
ernment. 


Sometimes  they  fo  befmear  his  heavenly  face,  with 
the  filth  they  throw  upon  him,  calling  him  fevere  ty¬ 
rant,  covetous  extortioner,  unjuft  villain  and  the 
like,  that  he  gives  over  the  afiault,  and  leaves  them 
to  my  quiet  poffeffion.  Then  I  take  my  feal,  and 
feal  them  to  deftruftion.  For  you  mult  know,  it  is 
but  in  fame  places  he  exerts  his  unfruftrabie  influence. 

It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that  although  my  fuhjedts 
will  give  Mofes  a  good  charafter,  while  he  keeps  at  a 
diflance  from  them,  every  one  will  fight  to  the  knees 
in  blood,  when  affaulted  by  him,  ere  they  fubmit  ; 
fo  fond  are  they  of  my  perfon  and  government. 
Sometimes  it  hathhappened,  that,  by  irrefiftible  force, 
he  hath  broke  open  the  doors,  feized  the  people  of 
the  houfe  by  the  collar,  dragged  them  to  the  brink 
of  a  pit,  called  Defpondency,  into  which  he  tumbled 
them  headlong,  and  left  them  fhut  up  in  that  dreary 
dungeon. 

As  foon  as  he  is  departed,  I  go  to  work,  and  turn 
fome  neighbouring  brook  into  the  pit,  with  a  defign 
to  drown  them,  or  throw  down  earth,  fiones,  See. 
on  purpofe  to  fmother  them  ;  and  fo  I  continue  to 
pefter  and  difturb  them,  until  I  am  frightened  away 
by  the  found  of  Immanuel’s  trumpet,  as  he  himfeif 
approaches  for  their  deliverance  :  For  you  rnuft 
know,  I  cannot  ftand  my  ground,  but  take  to  my 

heels. 


170  DIALOGUES  [Dial.  g. 

heels,  when  he  appears.  Many  a  time  do  I  hear 
myfelf  curfed  for  an  hellifh  brat,  even  by  thofe  who, 
but  very  lately,  would  have  rifked  life  and  fortune, 
and,  with  the  greatelt  bravery,  foaght  in  the  caufe  of 
prince  Infidelis.  But  as  foon  as  they  obtain  aglimpfe 
of  Immanuel’s  glory,  they  have  done  with  my  yoke, 
and  I  lofe  their  affection  for  ever. 

However,  as  I  cannot  endure  that  rational  fcrip- 
ture  light  Ihould  fhine  into  the  hearts  of  men,  I  have 
often  been  puzzled  to  find  out  proper  methods  to  re¬ 
fill  the  power  of  Moles  ;  for  he  is  exceffively  turbu¬ 
lent  fometimes,  and  frighteneth  my  fubje&s  into  a 
pretended  fervice  of  his  Lord.  In  order  to  appeafe 
him,  the  fons  of  men  agreed  to  build  a  temple,  and 
dedicate  it  to  the  Moll  High  ;  rather  chooling  to 
worfhip  him,  than  be  dellroyed  by  the  artillery  of 
Sinai.  Accordingly,  to  work  they  went,  and  built  a 
fumptuous  dome  for  divine  worfhip,  in  order  to  Hop 
the  mouth  of  that  never-ceafing  accufer.  Now, 
thought  I,  things  are  likely  to  take  an  awkward  turn 
with  me  ;  if  this  worlhip  is  not  interrupted,  I  lhall 
lofe  many  of  my  prefent  {laves.  So  I  put  my  plod¬ 
ding  brain  to  the  torture,  in  order  to  find  out  prop¬ 
er  methods  of  prevention  ;  and  I  can  tell  you,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  went  wifely  to  work.  You  remember  that, 

Avaro,  for  you  were  my  helper. 

The  cafe  was  this.  We  prepared  the  image  of  a 
woman,  fair  and  beautiful  to  the  eye  ;  Ihe  was  in¬ 
wardly  made  of  clay,  and  outwardly  adorned  with 
'the  appearance  of  burnifhed  gold.  In  her  right  hand 
was  a  regal  fcepter,  titles  of  Hate,  and  plumes  of  hon¬ 
our,  &c.  In  her  left,  Ihe  carried  a  heavy  purfe  of 
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money,  and  a  calket  of  oriental  jewels.  Upon  her 
head  was  an  imperial  crown,  fiuoded  with  {paneling 
gems,  which  dazzled  the  eyes  of  beholders,  whilft 
they  read  the  following  motto,  which  was  written  in 
all  languages  on  her  forehead,  44  I  am  the  miftrefs  of 
the  whole  world.”  We  fecretly  conveyed  this  im¬ 
age  into  one  corner  of  the  temple,  and  placed  it  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  feen  of  all  who  entered. 

I  foon  perceived,  that  the  bait  was  fuitably  dreft, 
and  our  idol  had  charms  enough  to  attract  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  people.  *  Ha,  ha,  ha,  you  would  have 
laughed,  until  your  hides  were  tired,  had  you  been 
there,  to  fee  how  the  haves  looked  afquint  upon  the 
idol,  as  they  approached  the  altar  of  God.  Aye,  and 
in  the  midft  of  their  devotion,  how  they  caft  the  tail 
of  their  eye  towards  the  place  where  fhe  flood.  Af¬ 
ter  their  worfhip  was  over,  O  how  they  bowed  and 
cringed,  before  her  l.adyfliip  !  The  very  parfon  him- 
felf  did  her  humble  reverence,  and  many  times  em¬ 
braced  her  in  the  molt  affectionate  manner.  Then 
faid  I,  64  A  fig  for  Mofes  and  all  his  threatening.  I 
have  the  Haves  as  fa  ft  as  ever.” 

Imp.  Indeed,  fire,  you  played  the  devil  with  them 
then.  But  what  laid  Mofes  ?  Did  he  calmly  yield 
the  debate  ? 

In  fid.  No,  no,  he  is  none  of  your  eafy  temper¬ 
ed  people,  I  a  fibre  you.  His  eagle  eye  foon  dilcov- 
ered  the  cheat,  and  as  foon  did  he  refolve  on  ven¬ 
geance,  as  appeared  by  the  event.  Laden  with  burn- 
ing  faggots  he  came  to  the  temple,  and,  roaring  like 
many  thunders,  he  faid,  the  flalhes  of  lightning  burft- 
mg  as  he  fpake?  44  This  people  draweth  near  to  me 
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with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me.  Put 
away  from  among  you  that  accurfed  evil,  and  wor- 
fhip  the  Lord  with  your  fouls,  as  well  as  your  bodies, 
with  your  hearts,  as  well  as  your  voices,  or  look  for 
dellruQion,  even  in  the  embraces  of  your  idol.” 

This  faid,  he  hurled  his  brands  amongft  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  terribly  difturbed  many  of  them.  Indeed  it 
was  fomething  alarming,  to  fee  them  look  fo  ghaftly, 
and  tremble  at  his  fearful  menaces.  In  their  firft 
alarm,  they  were  for  removing  the  goddefs  out  of  the 
temple,  for  fear  of  immediate  deftru&ion  ;  but  being 
a  little  recovered  from  their  fright,  the  far  greater 
part  found  fuch  relentings  towards  her  ladyfhip,  that 
they  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  parting  with  her; 
believing  hill,  in  defpite  of  Mofes,  that  her  comely 
prefence  was  highly  neceffary,  to  render  religion  tole¬ 
rable  ;  and  rather  than  part  with  her,  they  refolved 
to  part  with  the  temple  of  God  itfelf. 

Some  few  of  them  indeed,  were  refolute  for 
her  removal,  deeming  the  urgent  command  of  the 
heavenly  accufer  not  at  all  unreafonable  :  But  their 
company  was  very  inconfiderable,  and  their  firength 
inadequate  to  the  enterprife.  When  they  attempted 
to  remove  her,  they  could  not  fo  much  as  move  her 
feet  off  from  the  pedeftal  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
command  was  urgent,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  could  not  help,  even  in  the  midft  of  their  devo¬ 
tion,  looking  towards  the  idol,  with  an  approving 
countenance  ;  and  there  file  hands  to  this  day,  adored 
by  mod,  and  a  fnare  even  to  the  virtuous  and  good. 

Avar.  Great  and  manifold  are  the  fervices, 
which  that  ornamented  idol  hath  done  to  our  govern¬ 
ment 
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ment,  amongft  both  preachers  and  others  ;  for  many  of 
the  facerdotal  tribe  have  not  the  leaft  view,  in  their 
preaching,  beyond  a  genteel  living,  and  further  prefer¬ 
ment  ;  to  which  end,  adulation  and  flattery  is  more  ftud- 
ied  than  the  gofpel.  If  they  can  but  get  the  world  to 
fmile  upon  them,  they  defire  no  more.  Give  them 
riches  and  honour,  they  may  preach  the  gofpel  who 
will,  for  them.  Let  the  people  only  pay  their  dues 
punctually,  they  may  choofe,  for  the  parfon,  whether 
they  will  ferve  God  or  the  devil,  whether  they  will 
go  to  heaven  or  hell.  Brave  days,  gentlemen. 

In  fid.  Yes,  Avaro,  the  times  are  not  to  be  com¬ 
plained  of ;  nor  indeed  have  they  been  bad  for  ma¬ 
ny  hundreds  of  years,  if  circumflances  are  duly  at¬ 
tended  to.  But  to  my  ftory.  In  procefs  of  time, 
men  became  fenfible,  that,  unlefs  the  heart  were  fixed 
upon  God,  in  acts  of  religious  worfhip,  their  fervices 
could  not  be  acceptable  ;  but  how  to  fix  them  they 
could  not  find.  Being  afraid  the  refult  of  their  in¬ 
quiries  might  prove  dangerous  to  my  intereft,  if  not 
interrupted,  I  advifed  them  to  make  to  themfelves  rc- 
prefentations  of  God,  in  wood,  ftone,  brafs,  or  iron, 
but  rather  of  fiiver,  or  gold  ;  alleging  that,  the  more 
valuable  the  metal,  the  more  acceptable  the  facrifice 
would  be. 

The  fons  of  men  no  fooner  heard,  than  approved 
of  my  fcheme,  and  refolved  forthwith  to  put  it  into 
execution.  Then,  ere  you  were  aware,  every  village 
was  furnilhed  with  one  or  two  god-makers  ;  a  fet  of 
artificers,  from  whom  our  prefent  faint-makers  in  It¬ 
aly,  Spain,  Portugal,  & c.  are  defeended  ;  for  mod¬ 
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ern  times  have  not  changed,  but  only  given  a  differ¬ 
ent  name  to  this  craft,  by  which  the  popifh  parfons 
get  their  wealth.  i 

'IB' 

But,  alas  !  having  never  feen  the  fhape  of  God,  at 
any  time,  they  were  obliged  to  form  their  images,  in 
the  mould  of  their  own  fancies,  which  being  various, 
it  came  to  pafs  that  in  one  place  the  invifible  Deity 
was  likened  to  an  old  man,  with  a  venerable  long 
beard,  grafping  a  bunch  of  reeds,  which  they  called 
thunder.  In  another  place  he  was  reprefented  as 
half  man  and  half  bead  ;  yea,  lo  various  were  the 
fancies  of  the  artids,  that  in  one  place  God  almighty 
was  made  like  a  fifh,  in  another  like  an  eagle,  or 
hawk,  and  in  another  like  a  log  of  wood,  and  indeed 
fometimes  like  a  bead  with  four  feet.  So  very  br  (li¬ 
ly  was  this  trade  carried  on,  that  all  who  were  able 
to  buy,  had,  in  a  few  years,  one  or  more  god-almigh¬ 
ties,  of  man’s  making,  in  their  own  houfes.  The  ve¬ 
ry  fame  as  our  good  friends,  the  papids,  have  got  al- 
mod  every  one  a  faviour  in  his  pocket  or  chamber. 
In  the  holy  Roman  church,  you  may  find  in  every 
houfe,  a  Jefus  Chrid  of  one  kind  or  another  ;  for  there 
there  be  many  forts  of  Jefus  Chrids,  as  golden  Jefus 
Chrids,  filver  Jefus  Chrids,  wooden,  and  even  paper 
Jefus  Chrids,  all  made  with  as  much  craft  as  the  an¬ 
cient  pagan  gods. 

Avar.  That  trade  of  fhrine-making  among  the 
papids,  is  a  good  fort  of  tiade  \  but  I  can  tell  you? 
it  falls  far  flrort  of  the  craft  of  faint  worfhipping,  by 
which  the  prieds  get  their  wealth.  Many  a  wooden 
faint  there  is'  in  the  holy  church,  which  hath  brought 
into  the  prieds’  treafury  above  fix  times  its  weight 
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in  gold.  And  indeed  the  pagan  priefts  reaped  equal 
benefit  from  their  gods ;  from  whence  we  learn  that 
prieftcraft  hath  been  the  fam^in  all  ages. 

In  fid.  Some  people  the*  were,  of  more  refined 
knowledge  than  their  neighbours,  who  advifed  againfl 
the  trade  of  god-making,  faying,  66  Wemuft  not  bow 
down  to  graven,  nor  molten  images,  nor  in  any  wife 
worfhip  them.”  My  priefts,  according  to  my  direc¬ 
tions,  anfwered  as  follows  :  u  It  is  not  the  image  which 
you  worfhip,  nor  do  you  at  all  bow  your  knee  to  it  ; 
but  being  emblematick  of  the  divine  prefence,  it  great¬ 
ly  affifts  you  in  your  devotion.”  This  learned  rea- 
foning  calmed  the  confciences  of  moft  of  the  diflent- 
ers,  won  them  over  to  the  religion  by  law  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  greatly  wrought  for  the  good  of  the  church* 

Dis.  Why,  fir,  that  is  the  very  apology  which 
the  papifts  make  for  image  worfhip,  relift-adoration, 
&c.  but  indeed  it  is  no  wonder,  feeing  their  religion 
is  one  and  the  fame  with  that  of  the  pagans. 

In  fid.  Some  few  there  were,  rigid  nonconformifts, 
who  infilled  that  God  mull  be  worfhipped  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth  ;  infilled  that  all  idolatrous  lumber 
fhould  be  call  out  of  the  temple  ;  by  which  the 
worthy  clergymen,  of  that  age,  were  fo  grievoufly 
galled,  that  they  wrere  forced,  in  a  pious  and  tender 
manner,  firft  to  give  up  the  hereticks  to  the  devil, 
and  then  put  the  flefh  to  death  for  the  falvation  of 
the  foul  :  In  the  very  fame  manner  (and  for  much 
the  fame  caufej  as  the  holy  Romifh  fathers  excom¬ 
municated  and  burned  the  proteftants.  But  the  dev¬ 
il  knows,  to  his  fad  experience,  that  the  church  has 
not  half  the  power  fhe  pretends  to  •  for  out  of  the 
f  A  vaft 
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vafi  numbers,  which  fhe  hath  generoufly  given  to 
him,  it  is  but  a  very  few  he  hath  been  able  to  receive: 
Notwithflanding,  both^the  pagan,  papal,  and  other 
churches,  have  hereby  fhewn  the  good  will,  which, 
all  along,  they  have  borne  to  him  and  his  interefi. 

Having  fairly  introduced  idolatry,  I  tried,  if  poffi- 
ble,  to  lead  men  further  off  from  their  Maker  (till  ; 
and  for  this  end,  I  brought  in  gods  and  gotidefies  a 
numerous  train.  For  inftance,  if  any  man  was  more 
remarkable  than  others,  for  murdering  his  neighbours, 
or  for  giving  large  gifts  to  the  church,  i.  e.  the  cler¬ 
gy,  I  got  him  deified  as  foon  as  he  died,  and  had 
worfhip  offered  to  him,  in  the  fame  degree  with  faint- 
worfhip  in  the  church  of  Rome;  for  faint-worfhip  and 
hero-worfhip,  differ  only  in  name. 

Indeed,  it  is  but  doing  juftice  to  faints,  in  the 
Romifh  calender,  to  obferve,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
them  obtained  their  faintfhip,  for  murdering  of 
princes,  maffacring  proteftants,  robbing  their  heirs 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  for  raving  mad  en- 
thufiafm.  Well,  I  went  on  and  profpered,  until  I 
had  brought  all  the  world,  a  few  individuals  except¬ 
ed,  to  worfhip  the  works  of  the  mafon,  carpenter, 
blackfmith,  or  founder.  Encourage  but  any  trade, 
and  it  is  fure  to  profper  :  The  god-making  trade  be¬ 
ing  univerfally  encouraged,  profpered  exceedingly  ; 
for,  in  a  little  time,  there  were  national  gods,  much 
the  fame  with  the  feven  champions  of  Chriftendom  ; 
provincial  gods  ;  county  gods ;  parifh  gods  ;  and  even 
houfehold  gods,  to  the  great  emolument  of  the  clergy. 
I  think,  gentlemen,  you  mull  all  allow,  that  I  have 
not  fpent  my  time  in  idlenefs  among  mankind. 

Fast, 
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Fast.  No,  no,  brother,  idlenefs  don’t  fuit  you  and 
me.  We  will  leave  it  to  foolifli  men  and  women  fo  to 
fpend  their  lives  ;  but  we  will  fulfil  the  old  prov¬ 
erb  in  ufe  among  them,  viz.  The  devil  is  never 
idle.  Let  them  enjoy  their  idlenefs  in  this  world  ; 
we  fhall  very  likely  find  them  enough  to  do  in  the 
next. 

In  fid.  I  think  it  is  fomething  more  than  feven- 
teen  hundred  and  fixty  years  agone  that  I  had  a  trial 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  to  grapple  with,  fuch 
as  I  never  had  before  then,  nor  ever  fhall  encounter 
while  I  breathe  the  fulphurous  fmoke  of  the  pito 
Oh,  it  was  a  fore  trial,  gentlemen.  Immanuel,  a  ve¬ 
ry  dear  lover  of  nien,  having  fat  bn  the  circle  of 
heaven  for  near  four  thoufatid  years,  with  much  re¬ 
lenting  of  mind,  and  longings  for  human  happinefs, 
from  thence  beheld  the  dreadful  havock  I  made  in 
the  world,  rendering  the  whole  poflerity  of  Adam 
the  children  of  wrath.  Often  did  he  call  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth  to  take  me  up,  and  burn  me 
for  a  witch  ;  but  they  were  too  much  my  friends  to 
regard  his  advice  :  And  indeed,  had  they  regarded, 
it  would  have  been  an  undertaking  fuch  as  they 
could  not  execute  without  auxiliary  ftrength.  He 
fat  long,  and  long  he  wondered  that  there  was  no 
friend,  to  help  againft  fo  potent  an  adverfdry  ;  when 
at  laft  he  faw  there  were  none  to  help,  he  arofe  from 
his  jafper  feat,  and,  in  a  tranfport  of  love,  declared 
that  his  own  arm  fhould  bring  falvation.  According 
to  the  high  determination,  he  difmantled  himfelf  of 
the  robes  of  manifeft  glory,  laid  afide  his  imperial 
diadem;  which  irradiates  all  the  coafts  of  light,  ported 
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down  to  this  world,  on  the  wings  of  compaffion,  re- 
folving  to  conquer  by  dying. 

Alarmed  at  fuch  an  unprecedented  enterprife,  I 
difpatched  our  fwift  winged  courier,  with  all  poffible 
fpeed,  to  hell,  to  inform  my  great  father,  and  the  in¬ 
fernal  divan,  of  the  aftomfhing  event.  As  foon  as 
Fame  reported  her  ftory,  the  monarch  fummoned  his 
peers,  to  meet  him  in  the  flaming  council  chamber, 
there  to  deliberate  on  the  matter  ;  and  having  ma¬ 
turely  weighed  every  circumftance  of  it,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  difpatch  the  devil  Malevolus  to  Faftofus 
and  me,  with  direftions  fuitable  to  the  occafion. 
That  he,  with  Ambitiofus,  Perfidia,  Falax,  and  me, 
Should  take  up  our  refidence  at  Jerufalem,  writh  the 
feribes,  pharifees,  and  doftors  of  the  law.  We 
immediately  obeyed  our  inftruftions,  and  fucceeded 
admirably  in  our  embafly.  At  the  fame  time  Cru- 
delis  and  Concupifcentia,  were  appointed  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  to  the  tetrarchical  court  of  Galilee,  where  they 
received  infallible  teftimonies  of  Herod’s  efteem. 

A^ainft  the  time  that  Immanuel  was  to  be  reveal- 

o 

ed,  Herod  admitted  our  coufin  Sufpiciofus  to  fre¬ 
quent  audiences,  of  which  the  devil  Crudelis,  to  his 
everlafting  honour,  greatly  availed  himfelf.  He  per- 
fuaded  the  tetrarch,  that,  for  his  own  fafety,  it  was 
highly  neceffary  he  fhould  kill,  deftroy,  and  caufe  to 
perifh,  all  the  children  in  Bethlehem,  from  two  years 
old  and  under,  in  order  that  young  Immanuel,  who 
was  formerly  called,  the  Ancient  of  Days,  might  be 
involved  in  the  general  maffacre.  This  was  the 
opening  of  our  evangelick  campaign  ;  fince  which 

time,  we  have  caufed  the  fhedding  of  as  much  Chrif- 
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dan  blood,  as,  if  collefted  into  one  mafs,  would 
make  a  tide  as  deep  as  ever  was  feen  at  London- 
Bridge.  * 

0  At  this  time  there  appeared  one  John  Baptifl,  a 
zealous  Nazarene,  and  harbinger  to  Immanuel.  He 
was  likely  to  do  great  injury  to  our  intereft  ; 
therefore  it  was  thought  beft  to  have  him  deflroyed, 
which,  by  thy  means,  Difcordans,  we  happily  accom- 
plifhed  in  part.  Perhaps,  Difcordans,  you  can  give 
a  better  account  of  that  affair  than  I,  as  you  were 
more  deeply  concerned  in  it. 

Dis.  I  do  not  know  that,  uncle  ;  but  I  am  ready 
to  tell  you  what  hand  I  had  in  it.  You  all  know 
the  man,  and  a  trufly  friend  of  ours  he  was,  as  any 
in  his  day.  You  know  he  mod  inordinately  loved 
Herodias,  his  own  brother  Philip’s  wife  ;  and  by  the 
direction  of  our  friend  Concupifcentia,  he  added  in- 
ceft  to  his  adultery,  by  taking  her  to  his  bed.  It  was 
about  this  time,  that  this  famous  Baptifl,  the  founder 
of  the  fe£t  called  by  his  name,  began  his  publick 
miniftry  ;  and,  fearlefs  of  mail,  exclaimed  againft  all 
manner  of  uncleannefs;  for  he  was  faithful  to  his  com- 
miffion.  Well,  this  fame  aullere  Baptifl  took  occa- 
fion  one  day  in  the  following  manner,  to  reprove  the 
tetrarch  for  his  lewdnefs  ;  u  Herod,  faid  he,  the  God 
who  made  thee,  hath,  for  his  own  glory,  exalted  thee 
to  the  tetrarchical  dignity  ;  but,  far  from  fludying 
his  honour,  thou  aQeft  molt  unworthily,  and  turneft 
his  goodnefs  to  thee  into  wrantonnefs.  Doft  not  thou 
know,  that  the  fame  God  who  made  thee  ruler  in  Gal¬ 
ilee,  hath  faid,  c;  Thou  fhalt  not  commit  adultery.”  Put 
her  therefore  aw7ay  from  thee  ;  if  thou  dofi  not,  thou 
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muft  expeft,  that  the  Mod  High  will  mingfi^for  thee 
the  cup  of  his  indignation.” 

I  was  then  at  the  court  of  Galilee,  and  did  not  fail 
to  improve  the  Baptift’s  admonition  to  the  mod  fatal 
purpofes.  I  transformed  myfelf  into  the  likenefs  of 
a  grave  courtier,  a  form  very  familiar  to  me,  went  up 
to  the  king,  and  held  my  inverting  mirror  before  his 
eyes,  bidding  him  to  take  a  full  view  of  the  matter 
thus.  As  my  humble  fervant,  he  did  as  I  direfted, 
and  immediately  faid,  M  I  perceive,  this  field-preach¬ 
er,  this  fame  Baptid,  is  an  enemy  to  the  Roman  gov¬ 
ernment,  and,  becaufe  I  am  a  friend  to  Csefar,  he 
hath  taken  this  advantage  againd  me  ;  doubtlefs  to 
prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people,  either  to  the  di¬ 
verting  me  of  the  tetrarchical  power,  or  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  Csefar’s  government.” 

When  I  had  brought  him  thus  to  mifcondrue  the 
honed  defigns  of  the  Baptid,  I  held  my  partial  tele- 
fcope  to  his  eye,  through  which  he  looked  with  great 
attention,  and  as  he  looked  faid,  “  What  a  prefump- 
tuous  wretch  is  this,  to  take  upon  him  to  reprove  me  ! 
Me,  who  am  his  lord  and  mader,  and  can  foon  de- 
droy  both  him  and  his  father’s  houfe.  Mud  Herod 
be  reproved  by  this  defpicable  fellow  with  the  rough 
garment  ?  Is  it  now  fo  low  with  Caefar’s  deputy,  the 
tetrarch  of  Galilee,  that  he  mud  mildly  bear  the  in- 
folence  of  every  fnarling  peafant  ?  No,  it  is  incon¬ 
fident  with  our  dignity,  to  let  fuch  daring  boldnefs 
pafs  with  impunity.  If  a  courtier,  or  nobleman  cloth¬ 
ed  in  foft  raiment,  had  taken  a  little  liberty  with  me, 
it  might  have  been  borne.  But  for  this  field-preach- 
•  er  !  This  Baptid,  hah  !” 

By 
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By  this  time  the  great  Revenge,  that  famous  dev¬ 
il,  whofe  hiftory  is  fo  tragical,  thought  it  time  for  him 
to  appear  at  court,  and  as  fooh  as  he  judged  H  con¬ 
venient,  thus  accofted  the  offended  king.  “  My 
lord  the  king,  if  your  highnefs  fuffers  fuch  infoleiice 
as  this  to  go  unpuniihed,  your  nobles  will  contemn 
you  ;  every  paltry  prieft  will  fay,  Yonder  goes  the 
inceftuous  Herod  ;  aye,  the  very  publicans  and  He- 
rodians  will  allege,  that  you  are  unworthy  of  the  dig¬ 
nity  you  fuftain,  and  all  will  cenfure  your  pufillanim- 
ity,  in  letting  fuch  daring  infol ence  pafs  with  impu¬ 
nity.  Remember,  my  lord,  that  if  wide-mouthed 
Fame  fhould,  as  is  very  likely,  report  the  matter  in 
Csefar’s  ear,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  he  will  cafhier  you, 
either  for  your  reputed  inceft,  or  your  want  of  mag. 
nanimity.  Sir,  for  your  honour’s  fake,  call  John  in¬ 
to  prifon.”  Herod  was  eafily  perfuadcd,  arid  John 
was  committed  to  jail. 

On  mature  deliberation,  however,  he  was  afraid  of 
putting  him  to  death,  for  he  knew  that  the  people 
had  a  good  opinion  of  the  renowned  Baptift  ;  there¬ 
fore  he  lived  in  prifon,  notwithstanding  Revenge 
made  daily  folicitation  for  his  blood.  On  every  oc- 
cafion  when  he  met  with  Herod,  he  thus  accofted 
him.  “  Well,  fir,  is  the  Baptift  dead  yet  ?  What  l 
not  yet,  fir  ?  What  do  you  mean  by  fparing  him  fo 
long,  fir  ?  I  affure  you,  fir,  he  ought  to  die  for  his 
infolence.  Sir,  his  crime  is  no  lefs  than  high  treafon 
againft  your  perfon.”  Thus  he  plied  him  daily. 

It  happened,  at  a  certain  time,  that  Herod  made  a 
great  feftiyal  in  honour  of  his  own  name,  which  fefti- 
val  proved  fatal  to  the  innocent  Baptift  ;  for,  ever 
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fince  he  had  given  offence,  the  devil  Revenge  had 
t;aken  tip  his  lodgings  with  Herodias  the  tetrarchefs. 
She  very  well  knew  how  foolifhly  precipitate  Herod 
was  wont  to  be  in  his  wine,  and  how  much  his  eye  was 
to  be  allured  with  a  well-performed  dance,  efpecially 
if  performed  by  a  handfomc  young  lady.  Not  at  all 
doubting  but  Herodina,  her  daughter,  would  capti¬ 
vate  the  king,  fo  far  as  to  bring  about  the  much  de- 
fired  death  of  John  Baptift,  fhe  decked  her  in  fuperb 
array,  infirufted  her  what  to  alls:,  if  he  fhould  be 
pleafed  with  her,  then  led  her  into  the  hall,  where 
Herod  and  his  nobles  were  caroufmg.  There  fhe 
footed  the  hornpipe  with  fuch  exa£tnefs,  that  the  mif- 
taken  eye  of  the  tetrarch  took  her  for  a  divinity,  and 
fwore  that  he  would  offer  a  great  facrifice  to  her,  to 
the  value  of  one  half  of  his  kingdom,  if  her  highnefs 
would  only  deign  to  inform  him  what  facrifices  were 
mod  acceptable  to  her.  She  replied,  u  Human  fac¬ 
rifices  are  my  delight.  Give  me  then  the  Baptifts 
head  in  a  charger.” 

Now  there  be^an  a  horrid  fcuffle  in  the  tetrarchs 
bread.  If  he  fulfilled  not  his  oath,  he  thought  he 
loll  his  reputation  with  his  nobles,  who  fat  at  table 
•with  him  ;  and  if  he  did  behead  John  JBaptift,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  oath,  he  expofed  himfelf  to  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  people. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  this  fcuffle,  in  came  Revenge,  and 
thus  addreft  the  king.  “  I  affure  you,  fir,  John  de- 
ferves  a  thoufand  deaths,  for  his  infolence  to  your 
highnefs.”  “  Befides,  faid  Faftofus,  who  was  then  at 
court,  the  great  tetrarch  hath  no  way  left  but  this,  to 
preferve  his  own  character  unblamed.”  Then  cried 
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Herod,  “  Who  will  go  for  us  to  prifon,  and  behead 
the  Baptift.”  To  which  Crudelis  replied,  “  Here 
am  I,  fend  me.”  Accordingly,  having  obtained  Her¬ 
od’s  confent,  (for  we  can  do  nothing  again!!  mankind 
but  by  their  own  confent,)  he  went  and  beheaded 
Immanuel’s  harbinger. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  you  fee,  that  by  my  famous  ii;- 
flruments,  Falfe  Reafoning,  and  Prejudice,  1  caufc 
offence  to  be  taken  where  there  is  none  intended. 
John  only  fulfilled  his  divine  miflion,  and  fought  the 
good  of  the  tetrarch,  by  calling  him  to  repentance  ; 
but  my  mirror  interpreted  his  honefty  into 
and  infolence  )  which  clearly  fhows,  that  it  changeth 
the  appearance,  cjuite  contrary  to  the  natuie  of  things* 
But,  reverend  uncle,  I  prevent  your  proceeding 
with  your  Hory. 

In  fid.  The  cumberfome  Baptift,  thus  difpatched, 
we  united  all  our  forces  againlt  Immanuel  himfell, 
who  was  by  the  jews  called  Jefus  of  Nazareth. 
Many  were  the  conferences  which  we  had  with  the 
Jewifh  rabbins,  doflors,  priefts,  feribes  and  pharifees, 
in  which  all  our  debates  turned  upon  that  objefl:  of 
our  common  hatred.  The  high-prieft,  Faftofus,  Ma- 
levolus,  and  me,  were  always  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  alfembly,  and  every  article  was  finally  referred 
to  us  for  decifion.  The  venerable  high-prieft  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  me,  alked  what  I  thought  concern¬ 
ing  the  pretenfions  of  this  Galilean  ?  To  whom  I  re¬ 
plied,  “  If  it  pleafe  your  reverence,  I  think  he  is 
an  arrant  impoftor  ;  for  his  father  you  know7,  his 
mother  you  know,  his  brethren  and  fillers  are  they 

not  all  with  you  ?  But,  continued  I,  when  Meffiah 
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fliall  come,  no  man  can  tell  whence  he  cometh,  nor 
whither  he  goeth.”  Gentlemen,  you  will  always  know 
my  ftyle,  by  its  elegance,  wherever  you  meet  with  it, 
fhould  it  be  even  in  the  volume  of  revelation. 

Fast.  I  well  remember  thefe  things,  and  the 
learned  oration,  which,  at  that  time,  I  made  in  the 
Sanhedrim  ;  and  now  we  are  affociated  in  fuch  a  friend¬ 
ly  manner,  I  have  a  good  mind  to  repeat  it  to  you* 
You  haye  it  in  the  following  manner.  “  Hearken 
to  me,  ye  righteous  teachers  of  the  law,  the  virtuous 
governours  of  the  Lord’s  inheritance,  and  I  will  un¬ 
fold  to  you  a  juft  ftate  of  the  matter.  You  all  know 
that  the  expeQed  Meffiah  fliall  defcend  from  a  vir¬ 
gin  princefs,  of  the  lineage  of  David  ;  but  is  this  the 
fon  of  a  princefs  ?  Is  his  mother  a  virgin,  being  the 
wife  of  a  carpenter  ?”  Here  you  will  obferve  how  I  led 
them  off  from  the  truth,  by  attending  to  appearances 
rather  than  reality  ;  for  Mary  the  mother  of  Jefus, 
was  a&ually  a  princefs  of  the  line  of  David,  though 
obfcure,  and  aQually  a  virgin  when  he  was  conceiv¬ 
ed,  though  after  that  the  wife  of  a  carpenter.  Every 
cireumftance  attending  his  birth,  correfponded  exaft- 
ly  with  ancient  predi&ions  recorded  in  the  Bible  • 
though,  by  the  way,  it  was  by  no  means  fuited  to  the 
expeftation  of  the  Jews.  But,  to  my  very  great 
mortification,  I  mu  ft  confefs,  that,  although  the  great 
men  of  the  earth  reje&ed  him,  the  angels  of  heaven 
defcended  to  hymn  their  new  born  Lord.  The  con- 
ftellations  of  the  firmament*  fhewed  forth  the  birth  of 
Meffiah.  Eaftern  fages  heard  the  proclamation  of 
the  ftars,  and  came  to  the  city  of  Bethlehem,  to  offer 
oblations  to  the  incarnate  fource  of  life. 
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So  very  clear  indeed  are  the  OldTeftament  proph¬ 
ecies.  concerning  this  affair,  that  the  g^neiality  of  the 
Jews  were,  at  that  time,  in  full  expe&ation  of  the 
comin*  of  Meffiah ;  therefore  it  required  great  ad- 
drefs  efficiently  to  blind  their  eyes,  that  they  fhould 
not  fee  and  know  him,  when  he  came,  to  which  pur- 
pofe  my  fpeech  was  wonderfully  adapted,  “  You 
know,  and  all  the  holy  rabbins  know,  continued  I, 
that  Meffiah  (hall  come  in  power  and  great  glory  ; 
fhall  break  the  iron  yoke  of  Roman  fervitude  from 
off  your  necks,  and  exalt  the  throne  of  David,  his 
illuftrious  anceftor,  high  above  the  thrones  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  giving  to  his  happy  fubjeBs  do¬ 
minion  and  great  glory,  fubjefling  to  your  govern¬ 
ment  all  thofe  who  wifh  your  deftru&ion.  Worthy 
aflembly,  faid  I,  you  have  chofen  the  great  Faftofus, 
as  your  president  and  direQor.  Hearken  therefore 
to  me,  and  I  will  fhew  you  my  opinion,  concerning 
your  expected  Meffiah,  and  his  appearance  among  you. 
It  is  moft  probable,  that,  when  he  comes,  he  will  be 
born  of  illuftrious  parents,  in  the  family  of  David, 
and  when  grown  mature  in  years,  you  may  expeft  to 
fee  meet  in  him,  a  combination  of  all  great  and  good 
qualities.  By  his  wifdom  and  prowefs,  he  will  rekin¬ 
dle  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Jewifh  warriors,  leading 
the  armies  of  Ifrael  to  glory  and  conqueft,  and  his 
throne  fhall  be  exalted  above  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth.  You  may  therefore  e^peftthat,  when  Meffiah 
fhall  come  to  your  deliverance,  you  fhall  fee  an  il¬ 
luftrious  prince,  attended  by  a  warlike  retinue¬ 
breathing  vengeance  againft  your  enemies.  But  can 
this  be  him  ?  Could  the  Meffiah,  think  you,  find  no¬ 
body 
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body  but  poor  fhepherds,  to  be  the  publifhers  of  his 
birth  ?  More  likely  if  Jefus  had  indeed  been  the 
Meffiah,  he  would  have  made  choice  of  your  rever¬ 
ences  for  his  heralds.  Can  it  ever  be  fuppofed,  my 
venerable  rabbins,  that  an  obfcure  perfon,  attended 
by  a  few  defpicable  fiffiermen,  can  have  any  legal 
pretenfions  to  the  vacant  throne  of  illuftrious  David  ? 
Or  can  it  ever  be  thought,  that  the  fon  of  a  Galilean 
carpenter,  attended  by  a  few  of  the  riff-raff  of  the 
people,  is  likely  to  reftore  the  kingdom  to  Ifrael  ? 

Befides,  continued  I,  let  him  be  what  he  may,  it 
would  bring  difhonour  on  the  princes  of  Ifrael,  fhould 
they  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  the  fon  of  a  mechanics. 

Who  knows  but  the  coming  of  Meffiah  may  be 
yet  more  glorious,  and  ye  fliall  fee  the  heavens  open 
over  your  heads,  he  fliall  appear  in  the  firmament, 
guarded  on  right  and  left  by  innumerable  battalions 
of  armed  feraphs,  with  whom  he  may  defcend  and 
Hand  upon  the  mount  of  Olives,  before  he  fhallmakQ 
his  triumphant  entry  into  the  holy  metropolis  of  Jew¬ 
ry.  Then  fhall  he  difpatch  his  flaming  foldiers,  with 
full  commiffion  to  kill,  deflroy,  and  caufe  to  perifh, 
all  fuch  flubborn  Gentiles,  who  refufe  to  fubmit  to, 
the  jewifh  empire  now  become  univerfal.  Your  en¬ 
emies  all  deftroyed,  great  fliall  be  your  felicity  and 
glory,  for  he  fhaii  reign  among  you  in  righteoufnefs* 
peace,  and  glorious  profperity,  unto  all  generations. 

To  whom,  my  worthy  rabbins,  will  he  come, 
but  to  fuch  a  generation  of  righteous  men  as  your- 
felves.  Ye  yourfelves  are  witneffes  of  your  own 
righteoufnefs  and  devotion.  None  fay  longer  prayers; 
none  give  alms  more  publickiy  than  you  do*  So 
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great  is  your  zeal  for  religion,  that  ye  rob  widows 
ho u res  for  the  good  of  the  church.  So  pious  your 
example,  that  my  life  for  it,  it  will  be  imitated  by  the 
clergy  in  after  ages.  Your  wicked  anceftors  fell  ve¬ 
ry  far  fh'ort  of  your  piety  ;  for  they  killed  the  proph¬ 
ets,  and  Honed  them  who  were  lent  unto  them  ; 
but  your  reverences,  lo  far  abominate  their  murder- 
qus  deeds,  that  you  build  and  beautify  their  fepul- 
chres.  You  may  fafely  conclude,  that  you  are  the 
righteous  generation  to  whom  the  Meffiah  will  come. 
Thus  I  fwelled  their  expeQations  fo  very  great,  that, 
when  the  real  Meffiah  was  abtually  among  them,  they 
reviled  him  as  the  worft  of  impoftors. 

In  fid.  The  great  Faflofus  and  me,  having  fhew- 
ed  our  opinion,  the  devil  Malevolus  was  humbly  re- 
quefted  to  fpeak  his  mind.  And  he,  by  this  time, 
was  in  a  tranfport  of  rage  ;  boifteroufly  cried  out, 
o  Away  with  him  for  animpofing  villain  !  If  he  were 
the  Meffiah,  would  you  ever  find  him  coming  out  of 
Galilee  ?  Search,  and  you  will  fee  that  out  of  Gali¬ 
lee  arifeth  no  prophet  ;  neither  can  any  good  thing 
come  from  thence.  Were  I  in  your  places,  I  would 
rather  be  fubjeft  to  the  Romans  for  ever,  than  fuffer 
this  fellow  to  reign  over  me.  1  hate  his  perfon  ;  I 
hate  his  attendants  ;  I  hate  his  laws  and  dofcirines  ; 
and,  above  all,  I  hate  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown 
of  Ifrael.  It  were  low  times  with  you,  indeed,  if 
anobfcure  carpenter,  fhould  be  exalted  to  the  throne, 
to  reign  over  the  Lord’s  inheritance.” 

Fast.  It  is  time  for  us  to  attend  our  induflrious 
fubjefis.  Shall  we  meet  here,  tomorrow,  at  noon  ? 

All.  Agreed,  fir.  We  will  meet. 
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All  the  Dialoceans  prefenL 


S  foon  as  the  infernal  gentry  decamped,  I  wen* 


£  home,  and  found  our  parilhprieft  at  my  houfe* 
I  thought  this  a  good  opportunity  of  acquainting  him 
with  my  adventure  :  But  he  concluded,  with  the  reft 
of  my  neighbours,  that  my  brain  was  difturbed,  and 
that  thofe  imaginary  gentry  were  only  the  fruits  of 
diftraftion.  However,  as  I  thought  myfelf  capable 
of  judging  between  imagination  and  reality,  I  left 
the  parfon  to  his  miftake  ;  went  to  my  clofet  to  cor- 
reft  what  I  had  taken  down  in  the  former  part  of  the 
day  ;  and  got  all  ready  by  next  day  at  noon,  to  liften 
to  the  fable  gentry.  Exaftly  at  noon  they  came  ; 
for  I  found  them  exceedingly  punftual  one  with  an¬ 
other.  As  foon  as  they  were  feated  on  their  ebon 
thrones,  they  refumed  their  difcourfe  ;  and  Infide- 
lis  thus  began. 

In  fid.  It  happened  that  the  venerable  rabbins 
held  another  council,  to  aflilt  at  which  the  deviL 
Falax  and  Perfidiofus  were  invited.  In  this  auguft 
affembly,  the  main  thing  to  be  confidered  was,  by 
what  poflible  means,  right  or  wrong,  they  might  per- 
fecute  and  deftroy  Jefus  of  Nazareth  from  the  face 
of  the  earth.  The  great  rabbins  and  doftors,  by 
this  time,  began  to  fear  that  if  fome  decifive  ftep  was 
not  fpeedily  taken,  all  the  country  would  become 
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Nazarenes.  This  induced  them  to  apply  to  tliofe 
worthy  fpirits,  (who  are  known  to  be  excellent  con¬ 
trivers)  and  fervently  folicit  their  affiftance.  And, 
as  they  are  by  no  means  bafliful,  they  very  foongave 

the  high  fanhedrim  fatisfaftion. 

«  Venerable  rabbins,  faid  they,  we  are  apprehem 
five,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  accomplifh  any 
thing  againft  this  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  unlcfs  we  can 
ftir  up  enemies  againft  him,  among  thole  of  his  own 
houfehold,  and  caufe  fome,  who  eat  bread  at  his  ta¬ 
ble,  to  lift  up  their  heel  againft  him  ;  for  you  all 
know  his  conduft  is  perfefctly  unblamable.  Now 
we  have,  at  no  great  diftance,  a  notable  limb  of  the 
devil,  trained  up  in  all  the  mazes  of  deep  deceit  and 
treachery,  fitted  for  fuch  perdition.  Him  will  we 
perfuade  to  ingratiate  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  Je¬ 
fus,  and  to  become  one  of  his  train.  When  this  is 
done,  he  {hall  a£l  the  traitor,  and  betray  him  into 
your  hands,  nothing  doubting  but  you  will  then  take 
care  to  deltroy  his  life,  how  innocent  foever  he  may 
be," 

66  Certainly  we  will,  rejoined  the  high  prieft  ;  for 
it  is  expedient  that  one  fhould  die  for  the  people.” 
Accordingly  the  devil  was  difpatched  to  this  fon  of 
treachery,  whofe  name  was  Judas  Ifcariot,  who,  be¬ 
ing  a  plodding  covetous  man,  in  hope  of  getting  a 
bag  of  money,  took  his  inftruflions  from  Perfidiofus, 
went  and  joined  himfelf  to  the  train  of  Jefus,  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  part  in  the  apoftolick  miniftry.  In  the  mean 
time,  we,  and  the  auxiliary  Jews,  did  all  in  our  pow¬ 
er  to  prevent  the  advancement  of  his  evangelick 
kingdom,  by  bringing  the  perfon  and  miniftry  of  Je- 
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lus  into  as  much  contempt  as  poffible.  We  repre- 
fented  himfelf  as  a  glutton,  a  drunkard,  a  Samaritan, 
a  wizzard  ;  and,  in  fhort,  every  thing  that  was  bad. 
His  doQrine  we  reprefented  asfubverfive  of  the  law; 
notwithftanding  we  knew  him  to  be  holv,  harmlefs, 
and  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners  ;  that  he  came 
to  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable.  Be- 
caufe  his  works  were  fuch  as  carried  their  own  evi¬ 
dence  with  them,  and  which  could  by  no  means  be 
contefted,  we  perfuaded  many  of  the  Jews,  that  they 
were  performed  by  the  power  of  Beelzebub.  Others, 
who  were  better  informed,  being  ftirred  up  by  the 
devil  Malevolus,  out  of  pure  malice,  fell  in  with  the 
common  cry,  and  defamed  him  as  one  who  had  in- 
tercourfe  with  Satan  ;  and  thus  they  fealed  them- 
felves  ours  ;  as  we  need  never  fear  lofing  a  man  af¬ 
ter  he  is  capable  of  fuch  tranfaQions. 

Imp.  And  who  were  they  chiefly,  father,  who 
thus  afted  the  devil’s  part  fo  perfe6tly  as  to  fin  un- 
pardonably  ? 

In  fid.  Not  the  vulgar,  who  knewT  not  the  lav?, 
I  afiure  you  ;  but  men  of  prieftiy  reverence,  gentle¬ 
men  in  holy  orders,  gentlemen  venerable  for  their 
erudition  and  literature  ;  the  doQors  in  divinity, 
the  fcribes  of  the  law,  the  religious  pharifees  were 
the  men,  and  their  defendants  have  in  every  age 
been  their  humble  imitators.  It  is  unknown  how  much 
the  devil  has  been  obliged  to  gentlemen  of  the  gown, 
and  to  fcholiafts  in  general. 

It  happened,  in  procefs  of  time,  our  friend  Judas 
found  an  opportunity  to  betray  him  into  the  hands 

of  the  principal  priefts.  for  the  goodly  reward  of  thir- 
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ty  pieces  of  filver  ;  for  even  Judas  would  not  ferve 
the  devil  for  nothing.  At  the  fame  time  my  foil 
Slavifh  Fear,  who  is  a  fpirit  of  gigantick  ftature,  fell 
upon  and  routed  all  his  followers,  fo  that  none  of 
them  remained  with  him  in  his  laft  temptations.  As 
foon  as  Immanuel  was  feized  and  fettered,  they  led 
him  in  triumph  to  prifon  and  judgment,  where  our 
fteady  friends,  Hatred  and  Falfehood,  were  appointed 
witneffes  againft  him,  in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth. 
So  very  hard  did  they  fwear  againft  him,  that  he  was 
brought  in  guilty  of  death,  as  had  been  agreed  on 
beforehand.  As  foon  as  the  jury  of  priefts  brought 
in  their  verdift,  the  devil  Crudelis,  and  Pilate,  who 
fat  judge,  arofe  and  gave  fentence  againft  him  ;  which, 
for  its  Angularity,  I  fhall  repeat. 

1.  That  the  Jewifh  ploughers  fhould  make  their 
furrows  long  and  deep  in  his  devoted  flefh. 

2.  That  his  face  fhould  be  marred  with  fhame  and 


(pitting. 

3.  That  his  cheek  fhould  be  bruifed  by  the  flavifh 
hand  of  the  barbarous  fmiter. 

4.  That  he  fhould  be  delivered  over,  for  further 
torment,  to  thofe  who  pluck  off  the  hair. 

5.  That,  in  point  of  the  greateft  contempt,  his 
temples  fhould  be  torn  with  a  mock  crown  of  pierc¬ 
ing  thorns. 

6.  That  he  fhould  be  crufhed  to  the  earth  beneath 
the  weight  of  the  crofs,  to  which  he  was  to  be  nailed 
for  execution. 

7.  That,  in  his  extreme  torture,  he  fhould  have  no 
drink,  but  the  foureft  vinegar  mixed  with  gall. 

8.  That* 
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8.  That,  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner  which  dev¬ 
ils,  priefts,  and  foldiers  could  devife,  his  mangled 
body  fhould  be  ftretched  Upon  and  nailed  to  the  ac- 
cuffed  wood.  And, 

9.  As  unworthy  of  either,  that  he  fhould  be  lifted 
up  betwixt  heaven  and  earth,  a  fpe&acle  to  devils 
and  men,  and  there  hang  till  he  was  dead. 

As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  denounced,  the  devil 
Malevolus  cried  out,  “  Away  with  him  ;  foldiers, 
away  with  him.  Come,  let  us  crucify  him.  His  fen¬ 
tence  i3  by  far  too  mild.  Away  with  the  varlet  to  Cal¬ 
vary.”  So  they  led  him  away  to  crucifixion. 

At  the  fame  time,  our  infernal  nobility  were  ftruck 
with  amazement,  at  the  feeming  power  which  man 
had  gained  over  Immanuel  ;  and  great  Beelzebub, 
in  the  midft  of  his  aftonifhment,  thus  addrefl  his  fen- 
ators  :  u  Once  was  the  memorable  time,  that  we  made 
fuch  an  attempt,  to  fubvert  the  government  of  God$ 
by  refifting  the  power  of  Immanuel  ;  but  great  was 
our  defeat,  and  difmal  our  overthrow.  Our  defigns 
were  not  only  frufirated  ;  but  we  ourfelves,  in  the 
height  of  our  confufion,  fiercely  hurled  from  the  re- 
fplendent  fummit  of  primeval  glory,  into  the  yawning 
gulph  of  unfathomable  perdition,  where  we  are  ftill 
referved  in  thefe  horrible  chains,  to  the  judgment  of 
the  great  and  terrible  day.  A  day,  the  very  thoughts 
of  which  make  this  noble  frame  of  mine  to  tremble 
as  the  quaking  afp.  But  how  it  comes  to  pafs  I 
know  not,  thefe  earthborn  fons  of  ours  feem  exceed¬ 
ingly  to  furpafs  us  in  power  :  For  I  faw  Immanuel 
ftand  fettered  at  their  .bar  ;  dumb  as  a  fheep  before 
her  (hearers,  he  opened  not  his  mouth,  I  am  much 

afraid 
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afraid  there  is  fome  hidden  myftery  in  it. - - — What 

js  this  ? - My  undaunted  mind  is  not  wont  to 

mifgive  me  thus  ! - What  can  this  unufual  tremor* 

which  now  invades  my  heart,  portend  ? — I  hate  ti¬ 
midity  ;  and  yet  I  cannot  help  fearing,  that  this  com¬ 
motion  of  my  intellects  is  ominous  of  fome  event,  fatal 
to  our  intereft.  «  , 

66  I  cannot  deem  itpofiible  that  the  God  of  heaven 
and  earth  would  patiently  fubmit  to  fuch  indignities* 
had  he  not  fome  ends  to  anfwer  by  it,  to  which  we  at 
prefent  are  ftrangers.  Often  have  I  prophecied  true  ; 
but  O  may  my  prophetick  mind  be  miftaken  in  its 
prefent  timorous  forebodings  !  Mean  while,  let  us, 
my  infernal  brethren,  harden  ourfelves  in  defpair  ; 
For  it  is  now  long  fince  Hope  took  wing  and  fled 
from  thefe  dreary  manfions.  Strong  in  fury,  and  fir¬ 
ed  with  revenge,  let  us  quit  ourfelves  like  devils  and 
avowed  enemies  of  righteoufnefs.  As  for  me,  I  hold 
it  good  that  we  inftantly  fly  to  the  affiltance  of  our 
devoted  friends  the  Jews.  Having  this  unexpected 
opportunity,  let  us  not  fail  to  improve  it  to  the  belt 
advantage  ;  let  it  not  be  owing  to  our  negligence,  if 
the  ftate  of  Immanuel  be  not  overturned.  Let  not 
us  have  the  hell  to  refleQ,  that  we  omitted  any  thins 
which  might  tend  to  promote  the  interefl  of  darknefs.” 

Great  Beelzebub  finifhing  here*  and  his  motion 
being  univerfally  approved  of,  ail  the  legions  of  rep¬ 
robate  angels,  a  few  excepted,  who  were  left  to  look 
arter  the  affairs  of  the  damned,  took  wine  for  earth, 
to  a ffift  at  fo  very  amazing  an  execution.  Arrived 
at  Calvary,  they  formed  themfelve$  into  an  invifible 
ring  around  the  elevated  croft,  where,  to  their  un~ 
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fpeakable  aftonifhment  and  wonder,  hung  Immanuel, 
the  maker  of  the  world  ;  and  you  may  be  allured 
they  did  not  fail,  as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  fall¬ 
en  fpirits,  to  torment  his  opprelfed  foul.  Ay,  ay,  fo 
fuccefsful  were  we  devils,  priefts,  and  ioldiers  that 
day,  that  no  lefs  was  hoped  for  than  a  decilive  victo¬ 
ry  over  the  Son  of  God. 


But,  how  (hall  I  fpeak  it  ?  to  the  everlafting  mor¬ 
tification  of  the  infernal  peers,  juft  as  Immanuel  was, 
to  all  appearance,  ready  to  expire,  on  a  fudden  he 
exerted  his  mighty  power,  feized  old  Beelzebub  and 
dafhed  him  againft  the  crofs,  then  calling  him  to  the 
earth  he  fo  bruifed  the  head  of  the  ferpent  with  his 
heel,  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  he  will  nev¬ 
er  recover  as  long  as  be  lives.  It  would  have  griev¬ 
ed  the  heart  of  the  very  Crudelis  himfelf,  to  fee  the* 
abufe  which  our  great  and  venerable  parent  received 
on  that  occafiorr. 

Imp.  Well,  fire,  I  cannot  but  think  how  truly 
the  prophetick  mind  of  Beelzebub  foreboded  his  mis¬ 
fortune.  But  what  were  the  reft  of  the  chiefs  a  do¬ 
ing  ?  Why  did  not  all  the  veterans  flee  to  his  affift- 

ance  ? 

Inftd.  A  pertinent  queftion  indeed,  confidering 
by  whom  it  is  made,  my  fon.  But  I  allure  you,  we 
were  never  fo  greatly  miftaken  in  our  days  as  at  that 
time.  For  when  we  thought  ourfelves  fure  of  the 
victory,'  to  our  fad  experience  we  learned,  that  Im¬ 
manuel  was  ftrongeft  in  death.  For  even  when  he 
was  a  d\  ing,  he  laid  us  all  under  the  moll  perfeft  ar- 
reft  ;  none  of  us  could  take  one  ftep,  either  back¬ 
ward  or  forward,  but  as  he  gave  permiffion  ;  fo  that, 
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being  fpoiled  of  all  our  power,  we  could  not  help 
ourfelves,  much  lefs  the  afflicled  prince.  This  done, 
he  cried  out,  with  a  voice  which  fhook  the  very 
foundations  of  both  earth  cind  hell,  “  It  is  finifhed,” 
and  was  then  conveyed  by  Death  into  an  inviliblc 
ftate. 

This  done,  once  more  we  thought  the  day  our 
own.  But  here,  I  cannot  omit  that  fearful  flagnatiori 
of  nature  which  happened  then,  and  the  fet  of  new 
preachers  which  were  introduced.  For  when  all  un¬ 
der  our  influences,  had  forfaken  Immanuel,  who  was 
betrayed  by  one,  denied  by  another,  and  forfaken  by 
all  his  preachers,  the  indignant  fun  could  not  endure 
that  fight ;  as  if  angry  and  afhamed  at  the  proceedings 
of  the  fons  of  men,  he  covered  his  face  with  a  fable 
cloud,  and  denied  one  finding  ray  to  delinquent  earth, 
whilft  his  Lord  was  ignominioufly  crucified.  As  if 
it  had  been  feized  with  uncommon  tremor,  the  earth 
itfelf  fell  into  a  fit  of  violent  convulfions,  the  moun¬ 
tains  reeled,  the  rocks  rent,  the  graves  opened,  the 
dead  arofe,  and  all  to  preach  the  fufferings  of  the 
God  of  nature.  An  invifible  hand  rent  the  veil 
of  the  temple,  that  cloth  of  extraordinary  texture, 
in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  and  a  voice 
was  heard  to  fay,  “  The  glory  is  departed  from  Ifrael, 
and  now  the  molt  holy  place  is  laid  open.” 

Death  having  conveyed  Immanuel  to  its  lonely  man- 
lions,  the  refolute,  thoughmaimedBeelzebub,  our  great 
prince,  recovered  himfelf  as  much  as  was  poffible, 
his  head  being  incurably  broken  ;  muttered  his  maim¬ 
ed  forces,  and  went  to  the  affiflance  of  Death,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  keep  Immanuel  fafl  prifoner  in  the  blent 
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tomb.  Nothing  doubting,  but  if  this  could  be,  we 
fhould  render  all  that  he  had  heretofore  done  and 
luffered,  null  and  void.  The  better  to  fucceed  in 
this  important  enterprife,  we  fealed  the  door  of  the 
fepulchre  and  fet  a  watch  of  faithful  foldiers,  inftru&ed 
by  the  chief  of  the  Jewifh  priefts  ;  and  ftill  to  make 
the  fecurity  ftronger,  every  fiend  did  his  utmoft  to 
impofe  weights  on  the  buried  body  of  Immanuel,  to 
prevent  his  refurreQion  from  the  folitary  grave. 

But,  to  our  eternal  confufion,  on  the  third  day  of 
his  invifible  ftate,  he  arofe,  fhook  himfelf  from  the 
duft,  came  to  the  door  of  the  fepulchre,  burft  it  open, 
and  laid  hold  on  Death,  who  ftood  as  centinel  next  to 
the  door  of  the  tomb,  trampled  him  under  his  feet, 
and,  by  main  force,  wrenched  from  him  his  poifonous 
fling,  that  fad  repofitory  of  all  his  flrength.  This 
done  he  faid,  64  Henceforth,  monfter,  haft  thou  no 
power  over  the  people  for  whom  I  have  died.”  Then 
he  broke  impetuoufly  through  all  the  lines  of  mar¬ 
tial  infernals,  who  ftood  in  firm  phalanx  around  the 
tomb,  and  feized  the  lately  wounded  chief,  who  was 
very  ill  with  a  fever  in  his  mind,  arifing  from  his  dif- 
after  upon  Mount  Calvary.  He  took  the  fiend,  the 
great  Beelzebub,  chained  him  to  the  axle  of  his  char¬ 
iot,  mounted  his  feat,  and  rode  triumphantly  through 
the  gathering  crowds  of  j  oyful  faints,  who  on  golden 
pinions  defcended  from  heaven,  in  folemn  ftrains,  to 
hymn  their  all  conquering  and  triumphant  Redeemer. 

O  my  friends,  my  dear  infernals,  it  muft  have 

pierced  your  hearts  with  the  moft  poignant  forrow, 

to  fee  him  dragged  in  triumph  through  all  the  hofts 

of  faints  and  ang,els;  who  fearlcfs  ftood  in  blazing 

ranks 


OF 


devils. 


Dial.  10.J 


ranks  to  fee  the  longed  for  folemnity  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  fee  our  beloved  friend  Death  he  gafp- 
ing  for  life  at  the  door  of  the  fepulchre.  Great  was 
the  confufion  of  the  infernal  brigades,  when  they  faw 
their  principalities  fpoiled,  ani  Death  ancj  Satan  fo 
terribly  handled  :  Yea,  fo  tremendous  was  their 
amazement,  that  to  efcape  the  avenging  hand  of  ri fen 
Immanuel,  they  retreated  even  to  the  nethermoft 
depths  of  hell,  and  his  {Scattered  difciples  again  refort- 
ed  to  his  erefted  ftandard.  But  the  greateft  diftp- 
pointment  and  confternation  was,  when  we  under- 
ftood  that  after  all  our  diligence  and  hazardous  ex¬ 
ploits,  we,  with  our  auxiliary  priefts,  &c.  had  done 
nothing,  but  what  the  hand  and  ^ounfel  of  God  had 
predetermined  fhould  be  done  ;  that,  by  our  Teeming 
viftory  over  Immanuel,  he  had  for  ever  fubdued  us 
under  his  feet  ;  and  that  all  our  hatred,  envy  and 
cruelty,  was  fully  recompenfed  into  our  own  bofoms; 
now  deeper  damned  than  ever. 

Avar,  Hah,  father,  thefe  were  troubles  indeed,  fuch 
as  do  not  happen  every  day  :  But  it  is  not  for  us  to 
defift  from  tempting,  when  our  defigns  mifcarry,  then 
fhould  we  not  aft  the  part  of  defperadoes,  fuch  as  we  are. 

In  fid.  Ah  gentlemen,  great  was  the  caufeof  my 
difmay  ;  for  Immanuel  gave  fuch  demonftration  of 
his  Meffiahfhip,  that  all  which  was  written  in  the 
prophets  concerning  him,  was  exaftly  fulfilled  in  his 
life  and  death  :  Yea,  fo  very  ftriking  was  the  evidence, 
that  many  cried,  Truly  this  is  a  juft  man  and 
others,  “  Truly  this  is  the  Son  of  God.”  Therefore 
I  greatly,  feared  that  all  the  world  would  become 
believers  in  him,  and  confequently  fhake  off  my 
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yoke.  But  I  was  much  obliged  to  my  good  friends,, 
the  Jewifh  clergymen  ;  for  their  reverences  greatly 
befriended  me,  and  warmly  efpoufed  my  intereft ;  ex¬ 
erted  their  utmofl:  power  to  eftahlifh  the  throne  of 
great  Infideiis,  and  to  defiroy  the  early  feeds  of 
Chriftianity,  fown  by  Immanuel,  and  now  beginning 
to  grow. 

Immanuel  haying,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  powers 
of  darknefs,  finifhed  the  work  for  which  he  came 
down  to  the  earth,  he  triumphantly  ale  ended  to  his 
native  heaven,  to  the  primeval  embraces  of  his  eter¬ 
nal  Father,  and  affumed  all  the  enfigns  of  empyrean 
glory.  # 

Soon  after  this,  the  high  feftival  of  pentecoft  drew 
on,  and  I,  as  formerly,  attended  at  Jerufalem,  in  the 
midft  of  many  thoufands,  who,  according  to  the  law, 
came  up  toworfliip  upon  that  occafion,  not  only  from 
Judea,  but  from  nations  very 'remote.  I  dreaded  no 
harm  at  the  hands  of  a  few  illiterate  fifhermen,  hay¬ 
ing  not  been  informed  that  any  of  the  rulers,  or  of 
the  feribes  and  pharifees,  had  believed  in  Jefus  ;  and 
therefore  was  at  no  pains  to  prevent  the  multitude 
coming  up  to  the  folemnity  as  ufual.  But  here  was 
another  (hock  my  kingdom  fuflained  ;  for  Peter,  the 
fifherman,  who,  fo  very  lately,  like  a  daftard,  impiouf- 
lv  denied  his  Lord  with  profane  oaths,  now  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  flood  up  in  the  midft,and  clear¬ 
ly  proved  that  jefus  was  the  very  Meffiah  ;  and  up¬ 
on  this  occafion  played  off  the  heavy  artillery  of  Si¬ 
nai  on  the  confciences  of  my  people,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs  fo  fatal  to  me,  that  no  lefs  than 
three  thoufand  were  pierced  through  the  heart  at  once, 
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and  fell  on  the  field  of  aBion.  Now  it  was  that  my 
evil  apprehenfions  were  again  alaimed,  plainly  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  artillery  of  the  word  was  levelled 
a^ainft  my  perfon,  and  that  the  fiifl  end  of  the  golpel 
was  the  fubverfion  of  my  diabolical  government. 
However,  I  drew  up  all  the  forces  which  I  poffibly 
could,  in  the  hurry  of  that  furprife,  and  had  juft 
time  to  give  one  general  difcharge,  my  foldiers  cry¬ 
ing  out  as  they  gaye  the  volley,  u  Thefe  men  arc 
drunken  with  new  wine.”  It  was  but  a  poor  oppofi- 
tion  to  doftrine  fo  powerful,  I  allow  ;  but  it  was  the 
beft  that  could  at  that  time  be  made  ;  for  we  were 
obliged  to  retreat  in  much  confufion,  and  leave  the 
Chriftian  fi  flier  men  matters  of  the  field. 

As  foon  as  wre  were  a  little  recovered  from  the 
diforder  into  which  that  unexpe&ed  misforture  .had 
plunged  us,  I  fummoned  a  council  of  war,  in  which 
the  felf-righteous  Jews  were  the  principal,  next  to 
our  infernal  train.  I  myfelf  gave  fpecial  orders,  that 
fome  method  fhould  be  concerted  effeQually  to  de- 
ftroy  the  name  of  Jefus  ;  for,  faid  I,  “  If  we  let  them 
alone,  all  the  people  will  believe  in  their  doftrine.” 
In  this  council  it  was  refolyed,  to  raife  an  army  of 
thofe  who  were  the  greateft  adverfaries  to  the  name 
of  Jefus,  to  whom  orders  fhould  be  given  to  kill,  de~ 
ftroy,  and  caufe  to  perifh,  all  who  believed  in  this 
way,  until  the  Chriftian  religion  fhould  be  banifhed 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  This  army  w7as  raifed, 
and  the  command  given  to  Saul  of  Tarfus,  at  that 
time  a  mighty  zealot  for  us,  and  who,  for  a  feafon, 
made  dreadful  havock  of  all  that  believed  contrary  to 
the  faith  of  the  priefts.  For  it  ought  to  be  obferved, 
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that  the  opinion  of  the  priedshas  been  efteemedtrue 
orthodoxy,  and  the  only  faith,  in  all  ages  and  countries. 

But  here  another  fad  difappointment  and  lofs  befel 
me  ;  for  as  this  fame  captain  Saul  was  on  his  march 
to  Damafcus,  to  fight  a  pitched  battle  with  the  Chril- 
tians,  it  fo  fell  out  that  Immanuel  himfelf  was  taking 
a  tour  in  the  valley,  to  fee  how  the  pomegranates  bud¬ 
ded,  and  falling  in  with  trufty  Saul  on  his  journey, 
unveiled  his  own  perfonal  excellencies  to  him,  and, 
laid  him  under  an  immediate  arrefi.  As  foon  as  he 
faw  the  beauties  of  Immanuel,  he  felt  the  mod  fin- 
cere  edeem  for  his  perfon,  and  conceived  the  mod 
exalted  fentiments  of  his  friendfhip  and  love.  Yea, 
he  was  even  fo  much  grieved  that  ever  he  had  drawn 
his  fword  againd  him,  that  he  renounced  the  fervice 
of  Infidelis  on  the  fpot,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  Jefus,  and  thenceforward  hated  my  perfon  and 
government  with  the  mod. perfect  hatred,  and  did  what 
he  could  to  overturn  Our  date  and  fubvert  our  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Immanuel  haying  the  mod  tender  regard  for  Saul, 
gave  him  a  new  name  written  upon  a  white  done,  ap¬ 
pointed  him  one  of  his  prime  miniders,  and  fent  him  on 
an  embaffy  to  my  fubje£is  to  negociate  a  revolt  from 
me. 

You  cannot  conceive  the  adonifhment  the  Jewifh 
clergy  were  in,  when  fwiftwinged  Fame  arrived  and 
blowed  it  abroad  in  every  dreet,  that  Saul,  who  was 
formerly  fo  zealous  for  our  intered,  was  now  become 
a  ring-leader  of  the  feft  of  the  Nazarenes,  and  was 
likely  to  do  us  more  mifchief  than  all  who  had  gone 
before  him* 
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Bv  this  time  feveral  of  the  Jewifli  rabbins  rebelled 
a^ainh  me,  and  joined  themfelves  to  the  Nazarenes, 
who  now  made  it  their  whole  bufinefs  to  go  from 
place  to  place,  exhorting  my  fubje&s  to  revolt,  ex- 
pofing  my  deformity  and  devililhnefs,  to  all  they  met 
with.  O  !  thole  were  trying  times  j  for  notwithftand- 
ing  we  had  forces  out  againft  them  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  to  impede  their  progrefs,  the  word  of 
God  by  their  means  prevailed  in  fuch  a  manner,  tnat 
it  wasbeyond  our  power  to  fupprels  i  t :  For  if  w e  burned 
one  Nazarene,  two  more  prefently  fprang  up  out  of 
his  a  flies.  Even  Rome  itfelf,  then  the  metropolis  of 
the  world  and  feat  of  pagan  virtue  ;  and  Athens, 
where  Minerva  was  faid  to  have  been  trained  up, 
were  foon  infelted  with  this  new  doftrine,  and  very 
confiderable  numbers  in  them,  durft  oppofe  our  gov¬ 
ernment  and  difpute  our  title  to  empire.  Even  al¬ 
leged  that  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  foolifhnefs 
with  God,  and  that  all  pagan  virtue  is  but  drofs  ana 
dung  in  comparifon  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus. 

However,  to  cut  my  ftory  as  Ihort  as  may  be,  af¬ 
ter  many  hundred  thoufands  of  the  Nazarenes  were 
flain,  my  fubjeQs  became  weary  of  the  war.  By 
this  time  they  faw  clearly  that  perfecuting  them  to 
death,  only  ferved  to  increafe  their  number  and 
ftrenoth  :  So  that  if  thofe  relllefs  devils,  Malevolus 
and  Crudelis,  would  have  been  quiet,  they  would 
gladly  have  dropped  their  weapons,  and  agreed  to  a 
reflation  of  hoftilities  with  the  Chriflians. 

Imp.  Little  judgment  as  I  am  allowed  to  have 
of  hiftorical  affairs,  I  myfelf  have  feen  what  effeft  op- 
pofition  ufually  hath  upon  that  clafs  of  people  ;  for 

if 
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if  in  any  place  where  my  ftandard  is  moft  eminently  el¬ 
evated,  there  happen  to  be  any  of  that  feft,  you  fhall 
find  them  more  fervent  in  their  lludy  of  virtue,  and 
zealous  in  their  oppofition  to  me,  than  in  thofe  prov¬ 
inces  where  Morality  or  Civility  prelide.  Ah,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  we  have  had  trying  times  pafs  over  us  ! 

In  fid.  Trying  times  indeed.  For  notwithftand- 
ins  the  fervent  zeal  of  Malevolus  and  Crudelis,  the 

o  J 

many  fore  campaigns  they  had  ferved  fo  enervated 
their  arms,  that,  although  their  principles  remained 
implacable,  they  were  even  obliged  to  fit  down  in 
defpair  of  ever  being  able  to  extirpate  the  religion  of 
Jefus  from  the  world* 

But  my  fertile  brain  foon  produced  frefh  devices. 
Seeing  many  of  my  temples  forfaken,  and  my  idols 
without  mercy  thrown  to  the  pavement,  I  began  to 
think  of  other  expedients  to  impede  the  progrefs  of 
Chriffianity.  I  laboured  to  introduce  Eafe,  and  her 
handmaid  Profperity,  among  the  Chriftians,  not  with¬ 
out  hope,  that  when  they  were  full  they  would  forget 
their  God.  The  better  to  favour  this  deep  contriv¬ 
ance,  I  perfuaded  the  valiant  Crudelis  to  fcabbard 
his  fword  for  a  feafon,  and  leave  the  people  of  our 
hate  to  the  poffefiion  of  their  tranquillity. 

It  was  not  long  that  this  fcheme  had  been  put  in 
praftice,  ere  I  began  to  reap  the  fruit  of  my  wifdom  ; 
for  Eafe  and  Profperity  wrought  more  to  my  advan¬ 
tage,  than  all  the  excurfions  of  the  devil  Crudelis. 

O  ' 

When  they  were  at  eafe  from  the  lafh  of  perfecution, 
✓ 

they  were  foolifh  enough  to  quarrel  among  themfelves, 
grievoufly  bit  and  devoured  one  another,  the  cauf? 
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of  their  ft  rife  for  the  molt  part  being,  who  Ihould  be 
the  greatest  ? 

Past.  A  very  important  quell  ion,  much  can  vail¬ 
ed,  but  never  as  yet  refolved.  Had  I  been  a  clergy¬ 
man  inftead  of  a  devil,  I  had  certainly  been  a  great 
cafuift  in  this  part  of  fchool  theology.  Never  was  a 
point  of  doctrine  more  belaboured  certainly  than 
this,  and  never  were  people  more  divided  in  lenti- 
ments  than  about  its  refolution,  even  from  the  great 
church  of  Turkey  down  to  the  imallelt  diffcntmg 
congregation.  The  divines  of  the  eftablifhed  church 
in  Turkey  ft  and  ftiffly  to  it,  that  Mahomed  andthem- 
felves  ought  to  prefide  over  all  the  believing  world. 
The  do&ors  of  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  are  as  firm¬ 
ly  perfuaded  that  preeminence  is  due  to  none  but 
his  holinefs  and  themfelves  ;  and  that  all  who  are 
not  of  the  fame  opinion,  are  certainly  in  a  ftate  of 
damnation. 

As  for  their  reverences  in  England,  though  they 
will  deny  no  honour  to  his  popefhip,  which  really  is 
his  due,  they  will  fubmit  to  none  as  the  leading  prieft 
but  his  Grace  of  Canterbury,  and  confider  that  church 
which  they  are  the  pillars  of,  as  the  purelt  eftablifh- 
ment  that  the  lower  world  can  boaft  of.  Others  in¬ 
deed  there  are  who  greatly  queftion  his  Grace’s  right 
to  prefide,  and  therefore  refufe  to  bow  to  his  mitre, 
sind  will  have  a  pope  of  their  own  choofing,  refolving 
to  be  enflaved  in  their  own  way.  Hence,  although 
the  reverend  members  of  the  affociate  fynod  cannot 
in  confcience  fubmit  to  the  corrupt  governors  of  the 
kirk  of  Scotland,  all  of  whom  they  have  long  fincp 
recommended  to  the  care  of  the  devil,  much  lefs  can 

they 


204 


DIALOGUES  [Dial  ig, 

they  bow  to  a  metropolitan,  whom  they  call  the  image 
of  the  pope,  they  can  very  cordially  fubmit  to  the 
government  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Adam  Gibb  ;  be- 
caufe  they  themfelves  had  the  pleafure  of  choofing 
him.  That  goes  a  great  way.  And  hence  it  is,  every 

fociety  hasitspope. — Thevenerable - of - 

at  - fubmit  for  the  fame  reafon  to  the  great 

- — — —  ;  and  the  — — —  of  - — -  to  the  Rev. 

- - ;  fo  that,  it  is  not  fubmiffion  itfelf  that  is  ob¬ 
jected  to,  fo  much  as  the  mode  of  it  :  For  gentlemen 
will  be  fubmiffive  enough,  may  they  but  choofe  a 
pope  for  themfelves.  But  remember  this,  whoever 
is  chofen  the  pope  of  a  party,  is  by  his  partizans  al¬ 
ways  deemed  the  greateft.  For  inftance,  at  the  found¬ 
ry,  none  is  fo  great  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wefley, 
fometime  fellow  of  Lincoln  college,  Oxon.  And  at 

the - -  none  ever  preached  or  wrote  like  the 

great - —  D.  D.  author  of - — ,  and  of  - — - 

and  of  - - ,  &c.  &c.  &c.  But  amongft  them  all,  a 

very  few  are  found,  who  confider  Jefus  Chrift  as  the 
greateft,  and  who  properly  call  him  Mafter. 

A  var.  I  thought  Immanuel  had  fettled  that  point 
long  agone.  Did  not  he  eltablifh  this  rule  for  the 
obfervance  of  his  difciples,  “  Whofoever  will  be 
great  among  you,  let  him  be  your  minifter  ;  andwho- 
foever  will  be  chief  among  you,  let  him  be  your  fer- 
vant  ?”  Did  not  the  divines  abide  by  his  determin¬ 
ation  ? 

Fast.  No,  Avaro.  Quite  the  reverfe  :  For  the 
fchoolmen  will  have  it,  that  he  who  is  chief  fhall  be 
lord  over  his  brethren.  By  thefe  means  they  have 

annexed  a  certain  degree  of  nobility  to  their  religion, 

which 
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which  Jefus  never  intended  to  be  joined  with  his.  But  we 
hinder  the  reverend  I nfidel is  proceeding  with  his  ftory. 

In  fid.  Thofe  female  fiends,  the  ladies  Profperi- 
ty  and  Eafe,  as  plenipotentiaries  for  Beelzebub,  made 
great  propofals  to  them  ;  and  indeed  they  foon  eftab- 
lifhed  kingdoms,  principalities,  and  powers,  of  the 
Chriftian  name. 

Then  were  the  Chriftians  able  to  maintain  themfelves 
againft  their  pagan  neighbours,  my  profeft  fubje&s. 
This  I  patiently  bore,  believing  that  the  martial  fpirit  of 
the  Chriftians  a  little  indulged  for  the  prefent,  would 
greatly  make  for  our  intereft  and  the  final  eftablifti- 
tnent  of  my  kingdom. 

Thofe  revered  ladies,  Profperity  and  Eafe,  had 
hot  been  long  amongft  them,  ere  many  who  bore  the 
Chriftian  name  were  defirous  of  coming  to  terms  of 
agreement  with  me  ;  but  upon  this  exprefs  condition, 
44  That  in  the  treaty  of  amity  betwixt  them  and  me* 
it.fhould  be  ftipulated  that  they  ftill  be  called  by  the 
name  of  Chrift,  for  it  was  now  become  fcandalous  to 
bear  the  name  of  another.”  This  requeft  I  thought 
reafonable  enough,  and  that  to  grant  it  woiild  be  no 
very  great  conceffion  on  my  part ;  therefore  I  read¬ 
ily  agreed,  and  the  treaty  was  confirmed.  It  is  an  in¬ 
variable  rule  with  me,  that  it  is  not  very  material 

J  * 

whether  a  man  is  called  a  Chriftian  or  not,  provided 
I  have  butfafe  poffeffion  of  his  heart  :  For  names  do 
not  change  the  nature  of  things. 

This  amiable  fiend,  lady  Profperity,  refted  not  m 
her  pleafing  operations,  until  {lie  had  quite  reduced 
the  oriental  nations  to  fuch  a  degree  of  reafon,  that 
they  petitioned  my  perfonal  return  among  them  ; 

and 
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and,  as  my  loving  fubjefts,  returned  to  their  allegiance* 
Having  now  fecured  the  oriental,  the  fplendid  lady 
and  me  undertook  the  conqueft  of  the  occidental 
church  ;  and,  the  better  tofucceed  in  our  enterprife, 
we  fixed  our  abode  at  Rome,  famous  both  for  ancient 
and  modern  paganifm.  As  for  me,  1  knew  it  was 
neceffary  I  fhould  remain  incognito,  until  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  fhould  offer  for  my  emerging  out  of  dark- 
nefs  :  But  my  lady  Profperity  decked  herfelf  in  her 
richefl  attire,  and  openly  refided  among  the  Chrif- 
tians,  who  were  fo  ravifhed  with  her  excellent  beau¬ 
ties,  that  he  was  deemed  the  moft  happy  man  who 
could  prevail  with  her  excellency  to  take  up  her 
lodging  in  his  houfe.  Her  ladyfhip,  you  know,  is  not 
to  be  won  by  every  one  who  addreffes  her.  Here 
fhe  a£led  according  to  previous  inftruQions,  and 
made  free  with  the  bifhop’s  houfe,  as  beft  fuited  to 
our  purpofe. 

Wonderful  were  the  works  which  fhe  performed 
there  :  For  at  her  firft  arrival,  the  bifhop  was  no 
more  than  a  plain  honeft  man,  having  but  one  con¬ 
gregation  in  his  diocefe  ;  but  firft  fhe  created  hir% 
Reverent  ;  then.  His  Lordfhip  ;  then,  His  Grace  ; 
and  after  that,  His  Holinefs,  &c.  Indeed  the  vaft 
dominion  and  immenfe  revenues  which  file  confer¬ 
red  on  him,  fo  fwelled  the  haughty  prelate,  that,  not 
contented  with  the  honours  then  poffeft,  he  claimed 
dominion  over  all  as  the  father  of  the  whole  world. 
Even  this  was  fhort  of  giving  content,  unlefs  he  fhould 
alfo  reign  over  heaven  and  hell  ;  therefore  he  hath 
feized  the  gates  of  both,  and  lets  in  and  out  juft 
whom  he  pleafes.  Nothing  fhort  of  arrogating  to 

himfelf 
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himfelf  the  prerogatives  of  the  Almighty,  could  fatisfy 
his  ambition,  fuch  as  his  holinefs,  infallibility,  fu- 
premacy,  &c.  The  devil  himfelf  never  aimed  at 
higher  things.  In  the  mean  while,  her  ladyfhip,  at 
her  leifure  hours,  waited  on  thofe  who  were  of  any 
account  among  the  Chriftians,  who,  for  the  moll  part, 
had  nothing  of  Chriftianity  but  the  name.  Some  in¬ 
deed  were  firmly  attached  to  Immanuel,  who  could 
riot  be  bribed  even  by  her  largeft  offers  ;  but  their 
number  was  comparatively  fmall.  Seeing  the  prog- 
reft  which  Prdfperity  made,  they  went  about  the 
Ilreets  complaining  in  fome  fuch  words  as  thefe  : 
«  This  harlot,  Profperity,  will  be  the  ruin  of  Chrif- 

tianity.” 

In  protefs  of  time  I  was  fent  for  to  the  bifhop  s 
court,  he  being  entirely  reconciled  to  me.  The 
Worthy  prelate  received  me,  with  all  the  reverence 
due  to  my  perfon,  and  laid  before  me  a  beloved 
feheme  which  he  had  aefigned,  and  of  which  he  de- 
fired  my  opinion. 

Having  maturely  digefled  his  plan,  I  replied, 
u  Worthy  and  felf-adoring  fir,  has  your  holinefs  pow¬ 
er  fufficient  to  defend  your  deityfhip,  providing  your 
divinity  fhould  be  called  in  quellion  ?”  To  which  his 
holinefs  :  “  Yes,  yes,  yes,  I  have,  I  have.  There 
are  feveral  potent  princes,  who  will  confpire  to  make 
me  omnipotent.  They  will  fpend  their  fubftance, 
depopulate  their  dominions,  deflroy  their  bodies,  damn 
their  own  fouls, andthefoulsoftheirfubje8s, in  defence  of 
my  godhead.  There  aremany  wifepriefls  alfo  whowill 
contribute  all  their  wifdom,  for  their  own  emolument, 
to  make  me  omnifeient  or  infallible.”  Having  fuch 
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an  agreeable  account  of  his  holinefs’s  affairs,  I  refolv- 
ed  all  his  ferupfes  at  once  ;  for  thus  I  addreft  him  : 

Moft  fubtil  of  all  the  priefts,  if  thus  you  are  fup- 
ported,  I  think  all  things  go  very  favourably.  There¬ 
fore  lofe  no  time  in  publifhing  to  the  world  your  ex¬ 
cellent  fcheme  of  divinity.  Let  it  be  proclaimed* 
that  henceforth  you  are  no  longer  man.” 

Imp.  His  hoi  in  els  was  in  the  right  of  it  to  dif- 
claim  humanity.  What  mortal  man  was  ever  endued 
with  fuch  qualities  as  are  his  ?  What  mere  man  was 
ever  infallible  ?  Not  Peter,  he  fell  low  enough.  In¬ 
fallibility  is  an  effential  attribute  of  Godhead,  and 
his  holinefs,  being  pofTeft  of  that,  muft  needs  be  God. 
What  man  ever  did,  or  ever  will  reign  with  defpot- 
ick  power  over  all  the  priefts  and  princes  of  the 
earth,  putting  down  one  and  exalting  another  at  his 
pleafure,  like  his  holinefs.  It  is  by  him  that  kings 
reign,  and  princes  decree  judgment  ;  and  not  by  the 
Almighty,  as  formerly.  Therefore  his  holinefs  can 
be  no  mortal  man.  And  yet  a  mortal  god  is  a  ftrange 
fort  of  character. 

Infid.  The  great  prieft  thanked  me  for  my  good 
advice,  fecretly  renounced  the  name  of  Jefus,  and 
fwore  allegiance  to  me.  Called  for  Falax,  whom  he 
chofe  for  his  ferivener,  and  Perfidiofus,  whom  he  ap¬ 
pointed  fecretary.  Then,  with  all  convenient  fpeed, 
iflued  forth  an  ediQ,  in  which  it  was  declared, 

i.  That  the  word  of  God  is  no  longer  of  any  force* 
to  decide  religious  controverfies  ;  but  that  the  bare 
word  of  his  holinefs  at  Rome  fhould  determine  in 
every  cafe. 


That 
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2.  That  no  man,  henceforward,  fhould  dare  to 
fearch  the  fcriptures,  contrary  to  the  refolution  of  the 
apoltolick  chair  ;  the  Bible  being  condemned  as  a 
book  full  of  herefy  and  proteftant  tenets  ;  containing 
many  things  pernicious  to  the  fouls  of  men,  and  ve¬ 
ry  derogatory  from  the  honour  of  holy  mother  church. 

3.  That  the  pope’s  Bible,  or  canons,  decrees,  and 
legends,  are  to  be  held  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  exclufive  of  all  others,  under  pain  of  eternal 
damnation. 

4.  That  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  hath 
no  longer  power  to  fave  or  damn  any  man,  without 
the  pope’s  permiffion  ;  and  that  the  infallible  bifhop 

of  Rome  would  fave  and  damn  whom  he  Ihould  think 
proper. 

5.  Notice  was  given  to  all  whom  it  might  concern, 
that  the  free  pardons  were  already  all  expended.  So 
that  a  former  proclamation,  made  front  another  quar¬ 
ter,  which  held  forth  nothing  but  free  pardons,  is  to 
be  held  null  and  void  ;  and  that,  in  future,  no  man 
may  expeft  pardon,  unlefs  the  full  price  is  paid  into 
the  hand  of  a  faithful  prieft,  as  delegate  of  his  holinefs. 

6.  That  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  to  be  deemed  incapa¬ 
ble  of  the  work  of  fanHification  ;  all  the  fouls  he  hath 
undertaken  to  cleanfc,  having  been  found  with  many 
fpots  upon  them,  before  they  paffed  through  his  holi- 
nefs’s  furnace,  hereafter  to  be  named. 

7.  Advertifement  :  That  his  holinefs  the  pope  has. 
at  great  expeme,  obtained  a  very  large  quantity  of 
the  mod  purifying  fire  in  hell,  together  with  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  mod  fkilful  furies  of  the  pit  to  work  the 

flames,  both  of  which  he  hath  placed  in  limbd,  alias 

O  purgatory, 
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purgatory*  where,  for  a  proportionable  fum  promptly 
paid  unto  one  of  his  holmefss  vaffals,  or  priefls,  any 
catbolick  fpectre  fhall  be  burned  as  white  as  a  bifh- 
op’s  band. 

8.  The  better  to  encourage  this  branch  of  priefl- 
craft,  it  was  declared,  that  no  cafe  is  quite  cefpeiate, 
but  that  of  thofe  who  abide  by  the  Bible  as  the  only 
rule  of  faith  and  prablice. 

n.  It  was  declared,  that  the  Almighty  has  no  long¬ 
er  any  power  to  fupport  princes  in  their  fovereignty, 
that  power  having  devolved  upon  his  popefhip  ;  who, 
for  the  future,  would  exalt  or  debafe  princes,  as  they 
proved  fteady  or  unfleady  to  his  interefl. 

10.  It  was  enabled,  that  no  man  fhould  in  the 
lead  call  in  queflion  the  pope’s  divinity,  his  fuprem- 
acy,  and  infallibility;  and  every  perfon  thus  offending 
fhould  be  deemed  an  atheift,  an  heretick  and  traitor, 
and  as  fuch  fhould  be  deftroyed. 

Now,  my  brother,  having  thus  far  carried  on  my 
hiftory,  let  me  beg  you  to  recite  fome  part  of  yours. 

Fast.  With  all  my  heart,  brother  ;  but  it  mull 
be  tomorrow  morning.  Our  time  is  now  fpent.  Bu- 
fxnefs  mufl  be  attended,  or  it  will  wither  and  decay. 
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All  the  Dialoceans  prcfent . 


F  astosus. 


,  f  ! 

OR  AY,  Crudelis,  what  is  this  mighty  afFair,  that  fb 
*-  highly  tickles  your  fancy  ?  Let  your  kindred 
hare  in  your  mirth,  I  befeech  you. 

Crud.  Yeherday  afternoon  I  was  conjured  up 
jy  Squire  Broadfield,  to  alfifl;  in  the  whipping  of  a 
wor  man,  who,  being  ready  to  perifh  with  hunger, 
inluckily  begged  a  morfel  of  bread  at  his  door. 
But,  before  I  give  you  an  account  of  the  whipping, 
[  fhall  firft  give  you  a  fpecimen  of  the  gentleman’s 
diarafter. 

Squire  Broadfield  is  a  gentleman,  and  j aftice  of 
jeace.  He  is  worth  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ; 
md  that  is  enough  to  make  him  a  gentleman,  even 
f  his  father  had  been  a  beggar  ;  to  make  him  wife, 
hough  born  a  fool  ;  learned,  altnoucrh  a  very  dunce, 
ndeed,  it  mtift  be  owned,  the  principal  part  of  his 
/orfhip’s  education  was  had  under  Dr.  Ringwood 
nd  Dr.  Jowler,  the  celebrated  tutors  of  his  kennel. 


fheir  maxims  he  perfectly  underllands,  and  their  vii 
ues  he  has  adopted.  But  five  thouliind  a  year,  yo 

;now)  makes  the  ftudy  of  the  kennel  truly  claflica! 

Talk  you  ol  Orpheus  to  him,  his  worflnp  propofe 
he  virtue  of  Ringwood  to  your  confideration. 

O  2 
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you  admire  the  ardour  which  flames  in  the  Iliads, 
his  worfhip  fays,  no  mufick  like  the  voice  of  Jowler. 
Tell  him  of  the  majefty  of  Virgil,  he  will  bid  you 
mind  well  the  gait  of  his  horfe,  what  a  majeftick  crea¬ 
ture  he  is.  An  emperour,  fays  he,  might  be  proud  to 
ride  fuch  another.  Db  you  recommend  the  pleafures 
of  folid  learning  to  him,  he  is  in  raptures  about  the 
diverfions  of  the  chace.  As  yet  he  hath  avoided  the 
yoke  of  matrimony  ;  not  that  he  was  ever  an  admirer 
of  continence,  few  gentlemen  being  more  conver- 
fant  with  the  fair  fex  than  his  worfhip.  He  keeps  in 
his  houfe  a  wanton  train  of  overfed  fervants,  the  fu- 
perfluities  of  whofe  table  would  comfort  the  bowels 
of  many  indigent  ;  befides  a  pack  of  hounds,  which 
devour  more  than  ferves  to  maintain  all  the  poor  in 
the  parifh  workhoufe.  But  this  miferable  wretch, 
who  cannot  work,  becaufe  he  is  lame,  and  having  no 

i  t  * ' 

parifh  to  flee  to  for  relief,  choofeth  to  beg  rather  than 
flea!,  for  which  his  worfhip  ordered  him  to  befevere- 
ly  whipt  by  my  good  fon  the  beedle,  until  he  fhall  be 
made  willing,  either  to  fleal  for  a  living  or  to  die  of 
hunger. 

Imp.  I  am  not  certain  that  John  Ketch,  Efq.  ol 
fatal  character,  had  any  hand  in  procuring  the  law 
for  whipping  beggars  ;  but  certainly  it  adds  greatly 
to  his  revenue.  Nor  am  I  certain  that  it  was  made 
on  purpofe  to  drive  vagrants  from  begging,  to  fleal 
ing,  in  order  more  fpeedily  to  eafe  the  nation  of  fuel 
a  burden  ;  but  certain  I  am,  it  greatly  helps  to  fill 
up  the  Tyburn  chronicle.  But  what  more,  coufin  i 

Cru  d.  As  the  poor  lame  fellow  was  confronted  b) 

the  beedle,  and  was  convinced  of  the  reality  of  his  wor 

fhip’f 
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lip’s  benevolent  intention  to  have  him  well  flogged,  he 
lion  his  knees, and  implored  mercy  for  God’s  fake, and 
r  Curifts  fake,  &c.  promifing  that  if  he  might  be 
rgiven  this  once,  he  would  never  return  to  thefe 
irts  any  more.  He  pleaded  his  indigence,  hishua- 
y  belly,  his  lamenefs,  his  belonging  to  no  parifli, 
id  every  thing  his  fear  could  devife  ;  but  all  ferv- 
only  to  harden  the  jultice’s  heart  the  more.  He 
dered  the  beedle  to  take  him  away,  and  do  his  du- 
immediately.  The  beedle  fignified  to  him,  as  they 
ew  near  to  the  whipping  poll;,  that  he  felt  fome  re- 
ltings  of  heart  towards  him  ;  and  that  if  he  could 
ly  give  him  an  handfome  fee,  he  would  favour 
n  as  much  as  his  reputation  would  admit  of. 
it,  upon  inquiry,  finding  that  the  old  fellow  was  fb 
:ked  as  to  have  no  money,  his  heart  became  like 
ifs,  and  he  refolved  to  ply  him  thoroughly,  to  the 
isfa&ion  of  his  worfhip.  Accordingly,  when  Squire 
aadfield  and  me  arrived  in  company  to  fee  the 
Tt,  theie  was  the  poor  rafeal,  whofe  poverty  was 
principal  crime,  tied  to  the  poll  and  mangled  with 

cord,  which  the  lufty  beedle  plied  with  nervous 

1.  1  - 

3h  !  how  his  worfhip  and  me  did  laugh  to  fee  the 
ain,  whofe  poverty  was  obftinate,  leaping,  as  his 
enefs  would  let  him,  and  writhing  his  bloody 
k,  as  the  whip  was  luftily  played  about  him  by 
fturdy  beedle  ;  who,  for  his  part,  would  rob  and 
and  do  any  thing,  rather  than  be  whipped  by  a 
ty  brother  of  the  trade  ;  yea,  would  aft  ten  thou- 
1  villanies,  rather  than  die  of  hunger.  This  feh 
muft  be  a  mod  incorrigible  rogue,  to  be  fure,  if 

0  3  he 
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he  is  not  willing,  by  this  time,  either  to  fteal  and  be 
hanged,  or  patiently  to  die  of  an  empty  belly. 

Imp.  What,  Crudelis,  have  they  made  a  law  to 
whip  all  the  beggars  that  infeft  your  country  ? 

Crud.  No,  no,  Impiator.  I  heartily  wifh  there 
were  fuch  a  law  ;  for  then  I  would  even  quit  mv 
devilfhip  to  become  king  of  the  beedles.  If  all  beg¬ 
gars  were  to  be  punifhed  at  the  whipping-poll,  (as  I 
know  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  not)  perhaps  his, 
worfhip  himfelf,  and  his  reverence  the  parfon  of  the 
parifh,  would  not  efcape  a  thorough  drubbing.  Aim| 
yet,  Crudelis  as  my  name  is,  I  think  the  whip-beg¬ 
gar-law  is  very  partial  and  unjuft,  as  it  lays  hold  on 
none  but  poor  petty  beggars,  who  would  be  content 
with  bread,  fhins  pf  beef,  and  table  beer  ;  whiht  oth¬ 
ers  may,  with  impunity,  beg  and  obtain  fome  thou- 

fands  a  year  of  the  nation’s  money. 

What  are  all  the  ranks  of  mankind,  but  fo  man) 
beggars  ?  Does  not  bis  reverence,  the  inferiour  cler 
gyman,  beg  a  living  from  my  lord  bifhop,  or  fora* 
neighbouring  nobleman  ;  and  do  not  their  lordfhip< 
beg  of  the  king  ?  Do  not  the  very  members  of  par 
liament  come,  hat  in  hand,  and  meanly  beg  of  th< 
corporation,  having  no  confeioufnefs  of  worth  ii 
themfelves  ?  Do  not  the  pliant  courtiers  fue  to  ih 
favourite,  for  places  of  truft  for  the  fake  of  the  profit 
Beggars  all,  except  the  hern  patriot,  a  pelican  whic 
does  not  appear  once  in  a  century.  But  if  thei 
lordfhips,  the  noble  beggars,  and  their  honours,  th 
gentlemen  beggars,  are  to  be  confidered  as  authoi 
of  the  whipping-law,  I  fhould  have  wondered  indeet 
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if  care  had  not  been  taken  to  exempt  them felves  from 
its  penalty. 

The  cafe  hands  exaftly  thus.  If  a  gentleman,  ex¬ 
travagant  beyond  his  revenue,  begs  for  a  thoufand 
or  two  per  annum,  he  (hall  not  only  efcape  with 
impunity,  but  obtain  his  luit  ;  provided  always,  he 
y/ill  be  the  humble  pliant  creature  of  the  ininiller  ; 
but  if  a  poor,  helplefs,  low-born  wretch,  pinched, 
with  hunger,  happen  to  beg  a  piece  ot  bread  in  an 
interdiaed  place,  he  fliall  be  exercifed  at  the  whip¬ 
ping-poll. 

In  fid,  I  think,  brother  Faflofus,  you  agreed  to 
give  us  iome  account  ot  your  affairs.  We  fhould 
hold  ourfelves  much  honoured  by  the  favour.  But 
for  this,  I  would  beg  the  hiftory  of  my  fon  Crudehs, 
who  makes  himfelf  fo  merry  at  the  expenfe  of  foolifh 
vicious  mortals. 

F  AST.  His  hiflory  might  be  entertaining  enough, 
I  fuppofe  ;  but  doubtlefs  mine  muft  be  much  more 
elegant  and  inftru6tive,  as  my  concerns  have  been 
moftly  with  venerable  gentlemen,  and  with  none  more 
than  thofe  of  the  facerdotal  funftion. 

Notwithftanding  I  prevailed  with  the  Jews,  almofc 
unammoufly  to  contemn  the  perfon  and  teflimony  ot 
lefus  of  Nazareth,  the  Chrittian  religion  gained  ground 
in  the  world.  Yea,  the  word  of  God  grew  mightily, 
and  prevailed  over  the  traditions  of  both  Pagan  and 
Jewifh  fages  ;  therefore,  from  thenceforward  I  found 
it  neceffary  to  deal  deep  in  the  things  of  religion. 

I  began  my  trade  with  eclefiatlical  titles,  which 
were  altogether  unknown  in  the  days  of  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  ;  a  fet  of  goods  very  venerable  with  the 

O  4  '  1-  populace. 
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populace,  and  wholly  of  my  manufacture.  An  affort- 
ment  of  trifles,  wl  ich  greatly  pleafed  the  lords  of  re- 
and  forwarded  the  deep  defignsof  prielt-craft. 

Imp.  With  your  leave,  fir,  I  have  heard  that  all 
the  lord  bifliops  are  defcended  in  a  direCi  line  from 
the  apoftles  ;  mull  it  not  then  follow,  that  the  convoca- 
tion  at  Jerufalem  confifted  of  the  moft  reverend 
fathers  in  God,  their  graces,  my  lord  Peter,  my  lord 
Paul,  &c.  &c.  metropolitans  ;  and  the  right  rev¬ 
erend  fathers  in  God,  my  lord  Stephen,  my  lord 
Philip,  my  lord  Timothy,  my  lord  Barnabas,  &c.  dio- 
cefans  ? 

In  fid.  Son,  you  ought  not  to  interrupt  your 
honourable  uncle.  You  may  remember  that  thefe 
titl  es  are  all  of  later  date. 

Fast.  My  nephew  fhall  hear,  if  he  will  but  have 
a  little  patience.  The  famous  lady  Profperity  and 
you,  brother,  had  not  been  a  very  great  while  at 
Rome,  before  I  found  fufficient  encouragement  to 
ereCi  my  office  for  vending  facerdotal  titles  there  ; 
and  I  muff  own  that  for  many  years  I  had  a  brifk 
run  of  trade,  until  in  fact  the  church  had  room  for  no 
more,  from  the  great  infallible  prieft  at  Rome  down 
to  a  Cumberland  curate.  The  firft  production  of 
this  kind,  was  a  very  brilliant  medal,  infcnbed  with  thefe 
five  capital  letters,  P.  A.  T.  E.  R.  which  having  fin- 
ifiied,  I  prefented  at  a  general  convocation  of  bifhops, 
who  as  yet  were  not  become  reverend.  They  were 
highly  pleafed  with  the  device,  having  never  feen 
fuch  a  thing  before.  The  worthies  examined  it  one 
after  another,  and  all  found  that  the  venerable  letters, 
well  put  together,  and  properly  interpreted,  fignified 
A  Father. 
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Father.  And  certainly  the  event  has  proved,  that 
gre.at  is  the  magical  power  of  this  medal. 

°  Every  one  laid  to  his  fellow,  “  What  can  be  more 
agreeable  to  our  funQion  than  this  venerable  title  ? 
Arc  not  we  the  fathers  of  the  people  ?”  They  forgot 
that  One  is  the  Father  of  the  people,  even  God.  I 
was  therefore  defired,  with  all  fpecd,  to  procure  a  like 
medal  for  every  member  of  this  augutt  aflembly. 
Soon  after  this,  I  provided  medals  more  highly  fin- 
ifhed,  and  infcribed,  P,  A,  T,  R,  I,  A,  R,  C,  H,  A, 
one  of  which  F  bellowed  on  the  holy  bifhop  of  Rome ; 
a  fecond  I  gave  to  the  bifhop  of  Alexandria  ;  a  third 
to  that  of  Conflantinople  ;  a  fourth  to  that  of  jeru- 
falem  ;  and  a  fifth  to  him  who  prefided  in  the  church 
of  Antioch.  In  all  which  places  my  medals  were 
more  highly  valued  than  the  fineft  ruby  ;  and  he  who 
couid  by  any  means  obtain  one  of  them,  was  tuppoied 
to  be  elevated  far  above  the  common  rank  of  mortals. 

Long,  and  very  fuccelsfully  had  I  followed  this 
medalian  trade,  w’hen  a  famous  and  worthy  prelate 
of  Rome,  who  was  a  great  admirer  of  my  productions, 
came  into  my  office.  After  doing  obeifance  to  me, 
and  turning -over  my  pretty  devices,  he  alkedme,  £1  If 
I  thought,  with  all  my  ingenuity,  I  could  produce  a 
genuine  medal  with  this  infeription, 

P,  A,  P,  A,  S,  :  S,  U,  P,  R,  E,  M,  U,  S. 

O  R, 

EPISCOPUS  UNI  VERSA  LI  S.” 

I  told  him  that,  if  all  the  artifts  in  hell  w7ere  to  unite 
their  wifdom  in  one  mechanical  head,  it  would  be 
utterly  impoffible  ;  for,  faid  I,  the  whole  creation 
doth  not  furniffi  fufficient  materials.  But  if  it  pleaSe 
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your  holinefs,  I  can  make  you  a  fham  medal  of  that 
fort,  which  may  perhaps  anfwer  all  the  ends  you 
have  in  view,  as  well  as  if  it  were  real.  Oh  !  faid 
he,  I  care  not,  for  my  part,  whether  it  is  real  or 
counterfeit,  if  I  can  only,  by  your  affifiance,  my  wor¬ 
thy  Faftofus,  impofe  upon  the  credulity  of  mankind, 
and  make  the  world  believe  that  I  am  fupreme  pope 
and  univerfal  bifhop  ;  then  I  fhould  reign  with  def- 
potick  power,  over  the  eftates  and  confciences  of  all 
Chriftians.  My  good  friend,  pleafe  you  to  make  me 
the  medal,  and  I  will  caufe  the  world  to  believe  that 
I  had  it  from  the  Almighty,  with  letters  patent  under 
the  broad  feal  of  heaven,  for  the  foie  ufe  of  it  to  me 
and  my  fucceffors  forever.  46  I  well  know,  returned 
I,  that  your  holinefs  means  no  more,  than  in  a  pious, 
manner  to  impofe  the  cheat  upon  the  world,  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  fill  your  coffers,  and  aggrandize  your  name  ; 
in  which  laudable  undertaking,  your  adored  Faftofus, 
fhall  be  ever  ready  to  direft  and  aflift.” 

To  work  I  went,  having  called  in  the  affiftance  of 
fevera!  of  our  friends,  and  made  a  counterfeit  medal, 
iri  the  likenefs  of  a  treble  crown,  with  certain  infcrip- 
lions  of  the  cafcaliftick  kind  upon  it.  They  were 
ftiort  but  pithy  fentences,  as  you  fhall  hear. 

'  On  the  one  fide  of  the  firft  crown  was  infcribed, 
Fie  that  is  honoured  as  the  wearer  of  this  medal, 
is  poffeft  of  infallible  knowledge.  Oppofite  to  that 
was  carved,  in  fine  Italian,  He  is  fupreme  over  all 
laws,  divine  and  human.  On  the  right  fide  of  the 
fecond  crown,  were  thefe  words,  in  large  capitals. 
This  is  the  head  of  the  church.  On  the  left  were 
thefe.  This  is  the  vicar  of  Chrift.  and  fucceffor  of  Peter. 

On 
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On  the  third  and  ..ppermoft  crown  were  the  follow¬ 
in'.  The  keys  of  heaven,  hell,  and  purgatory,  are  m 
hifpoffeltai,  and  ufed  only  a.  his  pleafnre.  Round 
,h-Pedge  was  this  writing,  He  reigneth  luprcuie  ove. 
all  the  kings  of  the  earth,  putteth  down  one,  and  a- 

alteth  another  at  his  pleafure. 

When  finilhed,  I  preferred  it  to  the  arch-piela  , 

vho  received  it  with  all  imaginable  thankfulne  s, 
viewed  it  with  the  mod  exquifite  del.ght,  andottenci 
than  once,  protefted  by  his  infallibility  tnat  he  ha 
never  feen  any  thing  contrived  with  equal  an, 
nor  fo  fuitably  adapted  to  his  afpirmg  pimetplcs. 
Tranfported  with  joy,  he  cried  out,  “  O  thou  inge¬ 
nious  fpirit  !  blefs  thee  for  thy  affiftance  !  i  ms  pre¬ 
cious  medal  will  exalt  my  name  above  all  that  is  call¬ 
ed  God  ;  all  the  European  princes  will  now  become 
my  vaffals,  and  the  adorers  of  my  pneftiy  majeky. 
But,  to  complete  the  work,  1  pray  tnee,  goocl  hallo 
fus,  think  of  fome  fuitable  device  for  me,  by  which  I 
may  bind  all  the  various  ranks  of  the  clergy  to  my 
intereft  ;  for  I  fhall  never  dare  to  fliow  my  rnuacu- 
lous  medal,  nor  divulge  the  delightful  infcriptions  on 


it,  unlefs  I  have  fomething  of  the  like  nature  to  pie- 
lent  to  their  reverences  ;  lor  this  alone  wnl  exciie 
them  to  favour  the  cheat.  As  for  laymen,  tne  feum 
of  nature,  I  regard  not  them.  They  are  alles,  upon 
whom  we  fhall  ride  with  pleafure  and  profit  ;  and  if 
at  any  time  they  ride  refiif,  we  will  tame  them  with 
the  rod  of  difeipline,  and  fo  belabour  them  with  toe 
cudgel  of  excommunication,  that  with  gladnels  they 
fhall  fubmit  implicitly  to  our  decifions.  Could  not 
the  great  Faftpfus  ftrike  me  a  variety  of  medals,  ol 

different 
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differed  worth  and  defigns  ;  and  lodge  them  fafek' 
m  my  pofleflion,  that  I  may  have  the  foie  diftribution 
o  t  iem  among!!  my  depending  clergy  ;  for  unlefs 
they  cleave  as  clofe  to  me,  as  the  foales  to  the  back 

°  Leviathan>  I  frail  never  be  able  to  fupport  mv 
pretenfions  to  infallibility  and  fupremacy. 

1  •  T°  ^  replied,  “  Great  prielt,  in  order  to 

bind  the  clergy  inviolably  to  your  intereft,  let  me 

advife  you  to  take  care  that  your  decifions  be  always 
in  neir  favour;  place  your  own  grandeur  in  the 
front  of  all  your  proceedings,  and  let  theirs  immedi¬ 
ate  y  follow  it.”  Which  advice  the  good  man  cor- 

. V  embraced,  and  ever  fince  has  invariably  follow- 
ed  it  with  the  utmoft.  precifion. 

from  henceforth,'  continued  I,  I  give  you  full 
power  and  authority  to  prefide  over  all  thofe  medals 
which  I  have  already  iffoed  forth  ;  and  for  the  future 
the  difpofal  of  them  fhall  be  at  your  holinefs’s  pleaf- 
ure.  I  will  moreover  add  to  the  number,  and  you 
lhall  have  more  than  fufficient  to  gain  all  the  clergy 
to  your  party.  But  obferve,  you  mull  receive  this 
power  at  the  hand  of  great  Faftofus ;  for  it  is  by  me 
alone  you  can  lord  it  over  theeftates  and  confciences 
of  men.  1  he  great  prelate  heard  with  attention,  and 
then  rejoined,  “  Mighty  Faftofus,  if  you  will  oblige 
me  in  this,  you  may  depend  upon  me  and  all  my 
fucceftbrs  as  faithful  (ubjetts  ;  implicitly  obedient 
fervants  to  your  highnefs,  and  your  father  Beelzebub. 
Nor  do  I  doubt  but  the  reft  of  the  priefts,  for  the 
fake  of  power,  will  be  equally  loyal  to  you,  and  im¬ 
placable  enemies  to  Immanuel  ;  therefore,  yourkind- 
nefles  fhall  be  gratefully  returned  on  our  parts. 

a  Very 
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u  very  well,  fai4  I  ;  but  be  fure  that  ail  your  vil- 
lany  be  carried  on  under  the  Ihew  of  fanBity,  other- 
wife  you  will  do  us  but  little  fervice.” 

Avar.  Then,  fir,  by  what  you  fay,  it  may  be 
concluded,  the  hoary  prelate  at  Rome  is  very  fenfi- 
ble  that  he  is  Beelzebub’s  agent,  and  that  all  his  pre- 
tenfions,  beyond  thofe  of  the  loweft  pallor,  are  an 

impofition. 

Fast.  Yes,  Avaro,  he  knows  it  very  well,  and 
that  makes  him  the  more  like  unto  us.  Indeed  the 
cheat  is  fo  palpable,  that  any  one  who  has  read  his 
Bible  with  attention  mull  needs  fee  through  it.  But 
by  thefe  proceedings,  I  foon  found  I  had  cut  out  a 
great  deal  of  work  for  myfelf,  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to 
be  doubly  diligent.  However,  my  foie  delight  being 
to  promote  the  works  of  darknefs,  I  foon  ftruck  oil 
feventy  new  medals,  inferibed  Cardin  alis.  Thefe 
I  prefented  to  his  holinefs,  who  examined  them  with 
great  attention,  and  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  in- 
genious  device. 

«  Moft  noble  fpirit,  faid  he  to  me,  thefe  medals,  I 
perceive,  will  raife  the  gentlemen  who  receive  them 
next  in  dignity  to  myfelf,  and  they  will  be  the  firft 
and  moft  able  to  fupport  the  fee  of  Rome.”  You 
muft  needs  know,  my  friends,  that  this  prediQion  has 
been  fully  accomplifhed.  For  in  all  ages,  fince  the 
cardinals  received  their  medals,  they  have  been  truly 
indefatigable  in  eftablifhing  the  power  and  fuprema- 
cy  of  the  pope.  His  holinefs  and  they  being  fo  inti¬ 
mately  Connected,  that  they  muft  (land  or  fall  together. 

In  the  next  place,  I  ftruck  off  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber,  fomewhat  inferiour  to  the  former,  diftinguifhed 
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hy  a  Mitre  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  by  the  in- 
fcription  Archiepisgopus  ;  which,  in  like  manner, 
I  prefented  to  the  father  of  the  world,  much  to  his 
fatisfatlion.  Thefe,  faid  he,  fhall  fix  theclafs  next  to 
the  former,  and  I  doubt  not  but  every  one  of  them 
will  be  fufficiently  obfequious,  in  expectation  of  a 
cardinal’s  hat.  The  archbifhops  being  thusdifpofed 
of,  I  took  ail  the  diocefan  medals,  which  I  had  for¬ 
merly  produced,  and  put  them  under  the  care  and 
difpofal  of  the  great  prelate  ;  and  he  was  pleafed  to 
alfign  them  to  thofe,  who  were  next  in  place  to  the 
archbifhops,  each  one  in  humble  expeftation  of  high¬ 
er  preferment. 

Avar.  Hah,  uncle  !  was  it  you  that  made  thofe 
titles,  aferibed  to  the  various  orders  of  the  clergy  ? 

Fast.  Was  it  I,  do  you  afk  P  Yes,  it  was  I  in¬ 
deed  !  Who  ever  read  in  the  New  Teftament,  any 
thing  at  all  about  a  fupreme  bifhop,  or  about  cardi¬ 
nals,  and  lord  bifnops  ?  I  made  them  all,  I  aifure 
you,  coufin  ;  though  I  will  not  affirm,  that  every  per- 
fon  who  has  borne  thefe  names,  has  been  abfolutely 
under  the  dominion  of  pride. 

To  my  great  honour  I  fpeak  it,  Avaro,  I  ceafed 
not  when  I  had  made  their  lordfhips  the  diocefans, 
but  went  on  with  my  trade,  until  I  had  procured  cu¬ 
rious  medals  for  a  very  great  number  of  abbots, 
fwarms  of  monks  and  friars,  jefuits,  francifcan  and  do- 
minican  friars,  with  a  long  train  of  etceteras,  who 
foon  appeared  in  fhoals,  as  numerous  as  locufts  when 
they  afeend  out  of  the  bottomlefs  pit.  Then  follow¬ 
ed  the  bare-headed  capuchins,  mendicants,  penitents, 
pilgrims,  &c.  without  number.  Thofe  religious 
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gentry  owe  all  their  dignity  to  me,  unlefs  it  may  be 
that  Avaro  has  fome  little  hand  in  the  mattei. 

Avar.  You  do  me  great  honour,  lir,  in  mention¬ 
ing  me  as  a  worker  together  with  you. 

Fast.  After  all  this,  the  fubtil  prieft  thought,  that 
the  antichriftian  hierarchy  of  Rome  could  not  Hand 
upon  a  foundation  (olid  enough,  unlefs  all,  or  at  leait 
fome  of  the  princes  of  Europe  were  inverted  with 
ecclefiaftieal  titles,  and  fo  adopted  into  the  new  mod¬ 
elled  church.  Therefore,  I  told  his  holinefs,  that  I 
had  three  highly  finifhed  medals  by  me,  ready  pre¬ 
pared,  fitting  for  royal  perfonages.  Here,  laid  I,  is 
one  inferibed,  Rex  Catholicus  ;  let  it  be  prefented  to 
your  fervant  his  majefty  of  Spain.  Thisfecond  med¬ 
al,  inferibed,  Rex  Chriftianiffimus,  will  be  an  accepta¬ 
ble  prefent  to  your  valfal  the  French  king  ;  and  this 
third,  inferibed,  Rex  Fideliffimus,  I  advife  you  to 
bellow  upon  the  little  monarch  of  Portugal.  His 
hoary  holinefs,  with  raptures,  replied,  “  Very  good, 
moll  noble  Faftofus  ;  this  device  will  doubtleis  fe~ 
cure  all  thefe  three  princes,  as  fo  many  pillars,  to  fup- 
port  my  infallibility.  But  what  of  the  king  of  Eng¬ 
land,  lir  ?  I  dread  thofe  illanders.  Is  there  no  me- 
dalian  charm,  by  which  that  invincible  prince  can  be 
fecured  to  our  interell  ?  I  pray  you,  good  Faftofus, 
lend  me  an  hand  in  this. 

I  fhall  endeavour  to  ferve  your  nolinefs,  replied  T 
and  then  he  withdrew.  Soon  after  I  prefented  him 
with  a  medal  fuited  to  his  wilh.  It  bore  this  infcrip- 
tion,  Defenfor  Fide,  and  was  given  to  the  monarch 
of  England  ;  but,  alas  !  it  has  not  anfwered  our  ex¬ 
pectations;  for  this  fame  monarch,  inltead  of  defend 
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ing  the  orthodox  faith  of  Rome,  was  the  firft  crown¬ 
ed  head  that  protefted  againft  the  fupremacy  of  the 
Italian  biflrop. 

Avar.  It  is  fomewhat  droll,  that  the  king  of 
England,  having  Ihaken  off  the  yoke  of  Rome,  fhould 
ftill  keep  poffeffion  of  the  medal,  which  his  predecef- 
fors  received  as  aprefent  from  the  pope.  One  would 
think  that  when  the  pope  himfelf  was  renounced,  in 
ftrict  juftice,  all  his  gifts  fhould  have  been  reftored, 
and  the  title,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  have  been  by  a 
proteftant  prince  rejected  amongft  the  reft  of  Romifh 
trumpery  ;  but  wonders  never  ceafe.  Did  you  fin- 
iffi  here,  fir  ? 

Fast.  No,  Avaro,  I  aflure  you,  many  titles  be- 
fides  thefe  were  firft  iffued  from  my  office,  fuch  as 
His  Grace,  a  title  claimed  by  many  a  gracelefs  duke, 
as  well  as  antichriftian  prieft.  His  Lordfhip,  a  title 
by  which  many  a  profane  nobleman  and  irreligious 
bifhop  are  diftinguifhed.  His  Honour,  claimed  by 
many  perfons  who  never  felt  one  defire  after  true 
honour.  When  a  gentleman’s  honour  depends  mere¬ 
ly  upon  his  eftate,  table  and  equipage,  fuch  a  title  as 
His  Honour,  very  ill  becomes  him,  yet  many  fuch 
there  are  who  claim  the  appellation. 

Avar.  If  high  birth,  and  an  ample  fortune,  do 
not  entitle  a  man  to  His  Honour,  I  pray  you  what  will  ? 

Fast.  An  honourable  conduct,  Avaro,  without 
which  he  is  only  a  clown  in  difguife.  And  many 
fuch  fools  you  may  find  wrapt  in  fcarlet  and  lace, 
with  fwords  dangling  by  their  fides. 

Imp.  I  beg  leave  to  obferve  that,  according  to 

modern  maxims  in  my  country,  he  is  elteemed  a  man 
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of  honour,  who  can  imitate  thepopifh  priefls  in  room¬ 
ing  wedlock,  and  frequenting  the  company  of  lewd 
women.  He  who  is  a  {hanger  to  every  delicate  and 
chafte  fentiment  ;  who  fcorns  religion,  difregards  mo¬ 
rality,  and  thinks  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  keep  any 
of  the  commands  of  God  ;  or  even,  for  a  moment,  to 
reflect  that  there  is  an  hereafter.  It  would  be  diffi- 
cult  to  perfuade  fome  people,  that  the  Britifh  fenate 
is  too  much  compofed  of  fuch  men  of  honour  as  thefe. 
I  fhould  be  glad,  fir,  to  hear  your  opinion  of  a  man 
of  honour  more  at  large,  for  I  know  that  you  are 
wife. 

Fast.  A  gentleman  of  true  honour,  fails  not  to 
improve  his  eftate,  be  it  great  or  fmail,  to  the  beft  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  for  he  is  neither  indolent  nor  extravagant. 
His  increafing  revenues  are  not  heaped  up  for  adora¬ 
tion,  nor  laid  by  as  ufelefs  lumber,  but  applied  to 
clothe  the  naked  back,  and  refrefh  the  empty  belly. 
His  principal  care  is  not  how  he  may  aggrandize  his 
family,  but  how  he  may  beff  ferve  his  king  and  coun¬ 
try  ;  for  he  lives  net  to  himfelf,  but  to  the  publick 
good.  He  adheres  to  drift  truth,  is  an  utter  ftranger 
to  impertinent  raillery,  and  perfectly  detefts  the  voice 
of  flander.  In  his  civil  affairs,  he  does  the  fame  things 
to  fuperiours,  inferiours,  and  equals,  which  he  woula 
wifli  others  in  like  circumftances  to  do  for  himfelf. 

*  .  ...  '  4  ,  1 

If  at  any  time  he  is  fo  unhappy  as  to  give  his  neigh¬ 
bour  juft  caufe  of  offence,  he  is  free  and  open  in  con- 
fefting  his  error,  and  ready  to  retrieve  it  to  the  utT 
moft  of  his  power.  The  title  of  His  Honour  is  well 
becoming  fuch  a  man  as'  this,  whether  his  eftate  is 
great  or  fmalh  his  birth  illuftrious  or  obfeure.  But 
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mercenary  ftatefmen,  plunderers  of  the  publick,  ill 
(hcfcrve  the  titles  with  which  they  are  diftinguifhed. 
Happy  might  it  be  for  Britain,  if  fhe  could  always 
procure  officers  for  every  department  in  government, 
who  would  prefer  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  to  their 
own  perfonal  and  domeftick  emolument.  And  this 
everv  man  of  true  honour  will  be  fure  perpetually  to  do. 

Avar.  Then,  uncle,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that 
men  of  honour  are  not  quite  fo  plenty  as  fame  peo¬ 
ple  have  imagined., 

Fast.  X  am  forry  to- fay  it,  Avaro  ;  but,  bad  as 
the  world  is,  there  are  dill  many  to  be  found,  who, 
with  propriety,  may  be  called  men  of  honour  :  But  it 
is  well  for  us,  they  are  moftly  of  obfcure  chara&er. 
They  cannot  a£l  the  cringing  knave,  and  vilely  flatter 
their  fuperiours,  in  order  to  gain  preferment.  Their 
countenances,  adorned  with  comely  modefty,  cannot 
contend  with  the  impudence  of  fools  and  rogues,  there¬ 
fore  continue  obfcure  even  when  the  moft  worthless 
are  exalted.  But  if  a  truly  honourable  man  fhould, 

by  forne  miracle,  afcend  to  an  eminent  ftation,  and  be 
* 

entrufted  with  publick  concerns,  his  country  is  fure 
to  find  a  nurfing-father,  and  not  an  aecurfed  ftep-dame 
in  him,  as  is  often  the  cafe  with  other  governours. 

There  is,  likewife,  his  reverence  the  parfon,  a  title 
afcribed  to  many  men,  who  lead  very  irreverend  lives. 

Avar.  True,,  fir  ;  but  it  is  the  vulgar  opinion^ 
that  the  reverence  of  the  parfon  does  not  depend  up¬ 
on  his  moral  conduft,  but  upon  his  inveftiture,  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  hand  of  the  bilhop. 

Fast.  I  know  it,  Avaro  ;  but  it  is  a  prevailing, 

mifiake.  Imposition  of  the  hands,  even  of  an  apoflle, 
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could  never  make  any  man  reverend,  whofe  doarine 
is  heterodox,  or  whofe  converfation  is  immoral  ;  oth- 
erwife,  our  friend  Simon  of  Samaria  might  have  been 
numbered  among  their  reverences.  Indeed,  Avaro, 
were  any  man  hardy  enough  to  attempt  it,  I  know  of 
no  fubjeft  more  proper  for  fatire  than  the  pretended 
reverence  of  the  parfons.  But  he  muft  be  daring  in¬ 
deed,  who  would  fet  himfelf  to  oppofe  the  orthodox 
priefts  of  the  day,  for  that  would  be  thought  by  ma¬ 
ny  the  very  fame  as  to  oppofe  God  Almighty  himfelf, 
and  every  body  would  cry  Athcift  at  him. 

Avar.  Pray,  fir,  what  is  your  opinion  of  rever¬ 
ence,  and  to  whom  may  the  epithet  of  reverend  con¬ 
fidently  be  given  ?  .  v 

Fast.  To  very  few  of  the  leaders  of  any  denom¬ 
ination,  Avaro  ;  and  yet  perhaps  tofomefewof  every 
denomination  among  proteftants.  I  hate  them,  cou- 


lin,  and  could  not  bear  to  talk  of  them,  were  it  not  to 
oblige  you ;  for  they  arb  avowed  enemies  to  our  ad- 

miniftration,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  defeription  of 

1  •“  1 

them.  For  he  is  a  reverend  minilter,  whether  he  was 
educated  at  Oxford  or  Aberdeen,  who  makes  not  gold, 
but  the  glory  of  Immanuel,  and  the  welfare  of  immor¬ 
tal  fouls,  the  firft  end  of  his  labours.  Who  is  affidu- 
ous  in  his  ftudy,  fervent  in  his  miniftry,  and  has  a 
paternal  affebtion  for  his  people.  Who  Audios  not 
how  to  pleafe  the  great,  or  to  gain  the  efteem  of  the 
flaring  multitude,  but  to  approve  himfelf  to  God  and 
the  confciences  of  men,  not  fhunning  to  declare  the 
whole  counfel  of  God,  without  any  mixture  of  the  in¬ 
ventions  or  traditions  of  men. 
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You  may  follow  this  man  from  the  church  to  the 
market,  from  the  pulpit  into  his  family,  and  find  him 
ail  of  a  piece.  His  whole  conduct  is  one  chain  of 
uniformity.  But  it  is  not  every  gownfman,  either  pa¬ 
pa!  or  proteffant,  nor  even  every  diffenting  minifter, 
whom  this  description  fuits.  Some  there  are,  and 
who  can  deny  it,  who  are  haughty  and  overbearing 
in  their  fpirits  ;  indolent  in  ftudy  ;  cool  and  lifelefs 
in  their  miniftry  ;  thoughtlefs  and  unconcerned  about 
the  real  welfare  of  their  people.  Yea,  forne  are  fo 
wretchedly  lazy,  or  fo  much  taken  up  with  idle  and 
vain  amufements,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can 
bring  forth,  once  a  week,  an  oration,  fifteen  or  twen¬ 
ty  minutes  long  ;  and  that  fcanty  produflion,  perhaps, 
when  it  is  exhibited,  proves  no  more  than  a  leflure 
on  moral  philofophy  ;  or  it  may  be  a  libel  againft 
feme  different  party  or  denomination  of  Chriftians* 
You  may  follow  forne  of  them  from  the  church  to 
their  families,  and  be  fully  convinced  that  they  are 
divines  only  in  name.  They  negleft  in  their  families 
the  very  dnties  which  they  recommend  to  others. 
And,  what  is  ftill  more,  connive  at  the  fame  vices  in 
their  families,  which  they  expofe  and  condemn  in  the 
pulpit.  But  after  all,  they  have  the  cure  of  fouls,  and 
are  the  venerable  and  reverend  clergy,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  pope  is  the  head  of  the  church  :  I  mean 
by  craft  and  ufurpation. 

Avar.  I  have  got  a  noble  company  of  thefe  fame 
parfons  in  my  corporation  of  Avarice,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  is  to  vend  wind  in  order  to  obtain  wealth.  A  com¬ 
pany  confined  to  no  one  denomination,  but  made  up 
of  all  Every  one  of  this  company  has  got  his  own 
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fvftem  of  prieftcraft,  but  all  are  intent  upon  the  mam 
point,  viz.  to  get  as  much  wealth  by  his  craft  as  pof- 
iible.  Indeed  the  mother  church  of  Rome  vciy  far 
outftrips  the  -reft,  for  flie  may  lawfully  boaft  that  her 
clercy,  to  a  man,  are  the  ftedfalt  worlhippeis  of  the. 
god  Avaro.  their  great  benefatior. 

However,  the  proteftants,  both  Calvinifis  and  Lu¬ 
therans,  all  who  are  freemen  in  the  company  of  ava¬ 
rice,  keep  as  near  as  poffibie  to  the  orthodox  priefts 
of  Rome,  in  making  a  lucrative  trade  of  what  they 
call  the  gofpel.  And  however  they  differ  about  what 
is,  and  what  is  not,  gofpel,  they  lee  eye  to  eye  in  ie 
gard  to  making  profit  of  it,  and  turning  the  altar  of 
the  Lord  to  their  own  emolument. 

In  fid.  How  fhould  it  be  otherwife,  my  fon,  fee¬ 
ing  there  are  in  feme  places  manufaSories,  on  pui- 

pofe  for  making  parfons  ? 

Fast.  So  I  have  heard,  brother,  with  this  addi¬ 
tion,  that  -the  making  of  parfons  is  reckoned  both  a 
lucrative  and  honourable  employment,  not  unworthy 
of  my  own  patronage.  But,  between  you  and  me, 
-the  parfon-inakers  are  grievoufly  difappointed  fre¬ 
quently,  however  little  they  are  fenfible  of  it  :  For 
when  they  put  their  materials  into  the  refining  fur¬ 
nace,  they  hope  to  fee  at  tht  end  of  the  procefs,  a 
bright  and^Jhining  minifter  ok  Jefus  Chrift  come 
forth  :  But  lo  !  a  learned  calf  is  produced,  and  a  fer¬ 
vent  adorer  of  the  god  Avaro. 

Inf.  It  cannot  be  otherwife  ;  for,  to  our  grief  I 
fpeak  it,  the  unalterable  Immanuel  hath  referved  to 
himfelf  the  wifdom,  power,  and  prerogative,  to  make 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  if  men;  like  Jannes  and 

P  3  ]ambresp 


23<?  DIALOGUES  [Dial.  i*. 

Jambres,  will  take  upon  them  to  imitate  the  inimita- 

1 1  *  .  c  #■  , 

ble  works  of  the  Almighty,  they  may  be  permitted  to 
make  things  which  may,  for  a  time,  be  miftaken  for 
gofpel  minifters,  even  as  thofe  magicians  performed 
miracles  by  divine  permiffion. 

Imp.  So  then,  gentlemen,  I  perceive  your  opin¬ 
ion  is,  that  learning  the  languages  and  feience.s  unfits 
a  man  for  being  a  gofpel  minifter. 

Fast.  No,  Impiator,  no  fucn  thing,  or  the  gift  of 
tongues  had  not  been  given  at  the  feaftof  Pentecoft  : 
But  it  may  be  averred,  that  if  a  man  has  no  more 
learning  than  the  rnoft  learned  univerfity  can  give 
him,  he  cannot  podibly  be  a  minifter  of  Jefus  ChrifL 
It  is  reding  in  thefe  things  as  the  only  qualifications, 
we  think  proper  to  laugh  at,  Impiator. 

Avar.  Among  thofe  mercenary  orators,  there 
are  whom  \ve  may  call  the  Jumblers.  They  are  luck 
who  ftudy  not  their  fermons  from  the  feripture,  but 
compile  them  from  the  writings  or  other  men.  Be¬ 
ing  deflitute  of  judgment  to  diredt  them  in  their  com¬ 
pilations,  they  are  obliged  to  rely  implicitly  on  the 
fentiments  of  their  authors.  So  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
they  contradiQ:  op  one  Sabbath  what  they  aflerted 
and  half-proved  the  day  before,  merely  becaufe  they 

*  *  t  •  • 

happened  to  ftumble  on  authors  of  different  fentiments. 
But,  alas  !  poor  men,  what  fliall  they  do  ?  It  is  their 
trade  ;  they  know  not  how  to  get  a  living  without  it ; 
they  cannot  dig,  and  to  beg  they  are  afhamed  ;  there¬ 
fore  are  under  a  neceffity  of  jumbling  forward,  in  the 
belt  manner  they  can.  Qf  late  years,  indeed,  this 
jumbling  tribe  have  hit  on  a  more  happy  method  of 
jnanagementj  by  which  they  bothfave  their  reputation 
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and  laborious  ftudy.  Amongd  leaded  rnen  there 
have  always  been  feme  few  of  genius  and  imluftr>, 
who  have  found  means  to  turn  the  dulncfs  and  indo¬ 
lence  of  their  brethren  to  their  own  emolument. 
Theycompofe  fermons,  print  and  fell  them  to  the  others, 
who  pay  fir  ft  a  good  price  for  them,  then  preach  them, 
that  is  to  fay,  read  them -to  their  feveral  congregations. 
Enfield’s,  and  Webb’s,  and  Trader's  fermons,  have 
been  of  great  ufe  to  many  a  dull  and  lazy  clergyman. 

Fast.1  How  is  this,  A*varo  ?  You  fpeak  of  the 
parfons  as  if  they  were  at  bed  but  learned  fools.  Hov 
is  it  poffible  they  fhould  be  fo  highly  revered  oy  the 

people  if  they  were  iuch  ?  ) 

Avar.  1  fpeak  but  of  fome  of  them,  uncle  ;  ana 

to  make  good  what  I  fay,  I  can  tell  you  that  it  is  no, 
the  man,  whom  the  ignorant  populace  revere,  io  muco 
as  the  gown,  caffock,  and  band  ;  and  thefe  they 
would  revere  if  they  were  ieen  uponanafs,  proviued 
always,  his  ears  were  hid  widr  a  bulb  of  well  powt  ei 
ed  hair.  I  affure  you,  gentlemen,  amongft  the  mte  - 
liaent  laity,  it  is  deemed  a  inaxun,  that  any  bloc  c- 
head  will  do  very  well  for  a  parfon,  if  he  has  bm 
friends  to  recommend  him  to  a  living  :  Asa  proof  o. 
this  I  ihall  tell  you  a  fhort  ftory.  There  is  one  Mr. 
Provident,  a  merchant  in  London,  who  hath  four  ions 
at  the  grammar-fchool,  under  the  direction  of  a  learn¬ 
ed  gentleman  of  excellent  fenfe.  It  was  lately  Mr. 
Provident  made  a  vifit  to  his  fons  and  their  tutoi, 
when  he  took  occahon  to  afk  Mr.  1  eachum  s  adticc, 

in  regard  to  his  difpolal  of  them. 

To  which  the  fchoolmafter  replied.  64  Sir,  I  have 
often,  with  pleafure,  obferved  a  penetrating  judgment, 

P  4  f'olid 
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iolid  underftanding,  and  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
uuth,  ennobled  with  the  generous  principles  of  true 
benevolence,  in  your  eldelt  fon.  Thefe  qualities,  fir2 
are  excellently  adapted  to  the  mercantile  life.  I  would 
theiefoie  advife  you  to  train  him  up  in  your  own 
bufinefs.  Your  fecond  fon,  Matter  Thomas,  hath  ge- 
nius  lufficient  for  any  bufinefs  ;  but  I  hope,  fir,  you 
will  excufe  me,  if  I  tell  you  that  I  have  difcernedone 
thing  in  him,  which,  in  my  judgment,  unfits  him  for 
uic  capacity  of  a  merchant.  As  I  know,  fir,  you 
would  have  me  to  fpeak  freely,  you  will  not  be  offend- 
od  with  me,  if  J.  tell  you,  that  it  is  a  felfifhnefs  and 
contractednefs  of  fpirit,  together  with  a  violent  pro- 
penfity  to  lying  and  equivocation.  If  he  were  my 
fan,  fir,  I  would  bring  him  up  to  the  law,  in  which  he 
will  very  likely  make  a  conlpicuous  figure.  Your 
yo  tinge  ft  fon,  Matter  James,  has,  if  1  miftake  not, 
along  with  a  very  cpnfiderable  degree  of  dulnefs,  an 
heart  that  is  a  Granger  to  fympathetick  feelings  ;  but 
pofteffeth  genius  fufficient  for  a  phyfician.  I  would 
point  out  the  royal  college  for  his  re fi deuce/’ 

Here  Mr.  Provident,  the  merchant,  interrupted  him, 
and  faid,  Sir,  you  have  given  your  opinion  of  the 
two  eldett,  and  the  youngeft  ;  but  you  fay  nothing 
of  Harry,  my  third  fon.  I  pray,  what  do  you  fay  of 
him  ?”  To  which  the  teacher,  with  a  biufh,  replied, 

^  If  it  is  agreeable,  fir,  I  would  advife  you  to  make 
him  a  clergyman/’  To  this  the  father,  with  a  mixture 
of  grief  and  anger,  replied,  “  What,  fir,  do  you  think 
he  hath  genius  fufficient  for  nothing  elfe  ?”  “  I  am 
afraid  not,  faid  the  matter  ;  but  you  can  eafily  make 
friends  with  my  lord  biftiop^  and  procure  him  a  com 

fiderable 


Dial.  11.]  of  DEVILS.  233 

fiderable  benefice.  Take  this  ftep,  fir,  and  his  lack 
of  genius  will  fcarcely  be  known,  as  he  may  preach 
and  adminifter  the  offices  of  the  church  by  ptoxy, 
which  you  know  is  yery  gentleman-like.” 

In  fid.  And  do  you  really  think,  Avaro,  that  it 
is  want  of  abilities  to  preach,  that  caufeth  fo  many 
yicars  to  keep  journeymen  to  do  their  work  for  them  ? 

Avar.  With  fome,  fir,  want  of  abilities  is  the 
principal  caufe,  and  with  the  reft,  an  utter  averfion 
to  the  work  ;  though,  by  the  way,  they  once  profefT- 
ed  to  be  drawn  to  it  by  no  lefs  an  influence  than  that 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  But  that  was  when  a  benefice 
was  the  objeft  of  their  purfuit,  and  therefore  not  to 
be  regarded  after  their  end  is  obtained. 

Fast.  Coufin  Avaro,  here  I  believe  v;e  muft 
flop,  as  we  have  certainly  overftaid  our  time.  I  hold 
it  good  therefore  that  we  depart,  and  meet  here  at 
the  ufual  time  tomorrow.  Bufinefs,  you  know,  muft 
jiot  be  neglefted.  Adieu,  my  kinfmen. 
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Fastosus. 

. .  .  1 .  . . .  .  i  J  '•  1  : 

-  •■■■''  ■) 

WELL,  gentlemen,  I  hope  no  idlenefs  has  attend¬ 
ed  any  of  our  fraternity,  (ince  laft  meeting. 

J  went  direftly  from  you  to  aflift  a  London  jeweller 
in  forming  a  fet  of  ear-rings  and  pendents  upon  a  new 
conftruftion.  I  made  him  fenhble  of  the  moft  ele¬ 
gant  plan,  enjoined  him  to  purfue  it,  give  the  praife 
to  his  patron  Faftofus,  and  fo  I  left  him. 

Imp.  I  pray  you,  fir,  what  is  the  real  ufe  of  ear¬ 
rings  ?  For  my  part,  I  have  never  been  able  to  ap¬ 
prehend  it,  unlefs  it  is  to  fave  a  fmall  matter  of  gold 
againft  a  day  of  penury. 

Fast.  They  are  of  no  ufe  at  all  to  tne  wearer, 
Impiator,  though  they  help  the  goldfmith  and  lapida¬ 
ry  not  a  little  ;  but  they  are  of  excellent  ufe  to  our 
government.  You  know  the  boring  of  the  ear  al¬ 
ways  was  and  now  is  an  emblem  of  ferviuide.  \  ea, 
it  is  an  incontrovertible  point,  that  the  aft  of  boring, 
and  fuffering  the  ear  to  be  bored,  is  a  token  of  fub% 

jeftion  to  the  infernal  monarch. 

Imp.  Ah,  fir,  how  violently  the  fpleen  would  rage 
among  the  ladies,  were  they  to  know  what  you  fay  of 

them. 

Fast.  And  let  it  rage,  coulin.  What  is  that  to. 
me  ?  The  ladies  are  too  much  in  love  with  courtly 
Faltofus,  to  banifh  me  from  among  them,  even  in 
their  fpleenifh  fits.  But  to  explain  the  doftrine  of 

ear-rings, 
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ear-rings,  be  it  obferved,  that  the  crafty  Beelzebub 
hath  an  invifible  chain  fixed  to  the  ear-ring,  by  which 
he  leads  the  wearers  a  wild-goofe  chafe  through  ail 
the  vanities  gf  the  times  No  fooner  does  the  fable 
governour  tug  a  lady  by  the  ear,  than  fhe  feels  an 
impidfe  upon  her  heart,  which  diieCis  hei  to  the 
Play-houfe,  Opera,  Vauxhall,  Sadlers- \\  ells,  01  eiie- 
where  j  hut  very  ieloom  to  the  church.  If,  at  any 
time,  for  the  lake  of  company,  fhe  takes  her  plealurc 
at  church,  the  great  deceiver  keeps  fuch  a  gingling  ol 
the  chain  in  her  ear,  that  fhe  cannot  attend  to  one 
word  of  the  fervice  ;  by  thefe  means  the  Park,  the 
Mall,  the  Playhoufe,  and  the  Church,  are,  in  effect, 
the  fame  thing  to  many  ladies  of  fafhion. 

—  O  *  ^ 

Avar.  And  are  all  who  wear  rings  in  their  ears 
to  be  looked  upon  as  (laves  to  the  great  Beelzebub, 


uncle  ? 

Fast.  No,  Avaro,  not  all  ;  for  the  invincible  Im¬ 
manuel  hath  broken  the  chains  audloofened  the  bauds 
of  fervitude  from  many.  Nevertheless,  they  (till  wear 
the  rings  in  their  ears  to  teflify  what  they  have  been. 
And  what  news  from  your  friends,  Avaro  ? 

Avar.  Very  little,  fir  ;  only  that  diligence,  fru¬ 
gality,  and  good  hulbandry,  go  on  as  ufual.  All 
heads  plodding,  and  all  hands  aQive  to  get  and  to  fave ; 
fpr  getting  and  faving  is  all  the  cry  with  them.  I  had 
a  little  matter  to  attend  to  laft  night,  at  the  Swan-Tav¬ 
ern,  where  there  was  a  very  refpectable  meeting  of 
manufacturers,  by  whom  fome  few  things,  tending  to 
promote  emolument,  were  confidcred.  The  firft  con- 
{ultation  was,  46  How  they  might  conveniently  leffen 
the  quality  of  their  goods,  that  their  profit  might  he 

fomewh^t 
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fomewhat  advanced.”  In  order  to  this  a  plan  was 
propofed  by  Mr.  Dolus,  a  very  great  tradefman,  which 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  reft.  The  fecond 
thing  was  to  fettle  the  prices,  and  come  into  mutual 
engagements,  that  no  one  fliould  underfell  his  breth¬ 
ren  ;  which,  after  fome  flight  altercation,  was  as  unan¬ 
imoufly  fettled.  You  muft  know,  mankind  are  not 
fatisfied  with  being  oppreffed  by  infernal  tyranny  ; 
but  to  add  to  the  devils  work,  are  got  into  the  hap¬ 
py  way  of  joining  in  combinations  to  opprefs  and  de¬ 
vour  one  another.  Nor  is  this  practice  peculiar  to 
any  one  fet  of  men,  but  is  common  with  dealers  of 
every  kind  and  denomination,  from  the  opulent  far¬ 
mers  to  the  dealers  in  coal  and  candles. 

When  this  was  done,  aqueftion  was  put.  How  they 
fhould  finith  a  certain  quantity  of  goods  againft  a  cer¬ 
tain  day  thenpropofed  ?  Fork  feems  they  have  large 
orders  at  prefent.  To  which  one  of  them  Laid,  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  advance  the  journeymen’s  wages, 
in  order  to  encourage  their  diligence.  But  this  gen¬ 
tleman’s  motion  was  unanimoufly  rejefted,  as  an  un¬ 
profitable  way  of  proceeding,  very  ill-fuited  to  the 
growing  demands  of  their  feveral  families.  It  was 
then  propofed,  that  a  fmall  premium  fhould  be  given 
to  every  workman  who  fhould  finifh  a  certain  quanti¬ 
ty  of  goods  in  a  limited  time,  then  and  there  to  be 
ftipulated.  But  this  alfo  was  objected  to,  it  being  al¬ 
leged,  that  fome  method  might  be  found,  that  would 
produce  the  defired  end,  and  yet  fave  all  thofe  un- 
necefiary  premiums,  which;  if  given?  would  introduce 
a  very  bad  cuftorm 
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At  laft,  an  old  gentlemen,  whofe  hoary  locks  Ihone 
as  filver  from  under  bis  weather-beaten  wig,  arofe  and 
moft  judicioufly  addrefled  his  brethren  m  the  follow- 
ino-  manner  :  “  Gentlemen,  you  all  know  that  fuchis 
the  indolent  difpofition  of  journeymen,  that,  in  gener¬ 
al,  let  their  wages  be  ever  fo  good,  they  have  no  no¬ 
tion  of  obtaining  more  than  will  procure  them  a  bare 
maintenance  through  the  week,  and  a  few  quarts  of 
ftrong  beer  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday.  There¬ 
fore,  to  advance  their  wages,  is  the  certain  way  to 
have  them  work  lefs  than  they  do  at  prefent.  Rut  let 
us  leffen  their  wages  in  proportion  to  our  extraordi¬ 
nary  call  for  goods  ;  for  by  how  much  the  more  we 
drop  the  prices  of  workmanfhip,  by  fo  much  the  more 
work  fhall  we  have  done.  A  bare  living  they  muft 
have,  let  the  prices  be  ever  fo  low7  ;  and  but  a  bare 
living  they  will  have,  if  they  are  ever  fohigh.  If  we 
advance  the  price  they  work  lefs,  and  if  w7e  drop  it, 
they  will,  they  mujl  work  more.  1  fay  then  let  us 
drop  the  prices.5’ 

The  old  gentleman’s  advice  was  cordially  embraced 
by  them  all,  and  everyone  bleffed  the  fagacity  of  the 
old  fox,  now  grown  grey  in  wifdom.  And  this  day, 
or  tomorrow,  the  journeymen’s  wages  are  to  be  leffen 
ed  accordingly. 

Fast.  In  theclofe  of  our  laft  interview  I  w7as  go 
ing  to  obferve,  that  my  prevalency  is  great  amongft 
the  nobility  and  gentry.  By  my  indefatigable  induf- 
try,  the  greater  part  of  them  are  rendered  altogether 
infenfible  of  their  origin,  fo  that  they  look  down  on 
their  inferiours  as  a  fet  of  defpicable  creatures,  of  a 
fpecies  very  different  from  thcmfelves  ;  not  con  fid- 

j-  *  / 
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cring  that  my  Lord  Superbo  and  poor  Lazar  Aik- 
alms  are  by  nature  brethren,  formed  of  the  fame  ma¬ 
terials,  and  conceived  in  the  womb  of  the  fame  earth, 

Avar.  Yet,  fir,  if  my  obfervations  arc  juft,  I  think 
they  have  fome  kind  of  an  im perfect  notion  that 
they  were  originally  formed  of  the  earth  ;  but  as 
one  part  of  the  fubftance  of  the  earth  is  efteemed 
much  more  precious  and  valuable  than  another,  per¬ 
haps  the  people  of  fafhi6nhave  the  happinefsof  being 
formed  of  the  more  rich  and  efteemed  particles,  and 
the  reft  of  mankind  the  infelicity  of  deriving  their  be¬ 
ings  from  vulgar  clay.  This  is  the  more  likely,  as 
there  is  a  manifeft  difference  between  their  conftitu- 
tions  and  thofe  of  people  in  the  lower  fpheres  of  life  ; 
the  firft  being  brittle  and  feeble,  the  latter  more  to- 
buft  and  healthy. 

Fast.  That  is  falfe  philofophy,  Avaro.  The 
brittlenefs  you  fpeak  of  does  not  proceed  from  any 
defeft  in  the  natural  conftitution  of  their  frame,  nor 
from  any  rottennefsin  the  materials  of  which  they  are 
made,  but  hath  its  caufe  from  themfelves.  Many  of 
them,  in  their  infancy,  are  nearly  ftarved,  from  an  in¬ 
famous  notion  that  enough  of  wholefome  food  is  in¬ 
jurious  to  them  :*  And  you  will  commonly  find,  that 
the  food  which  yields  the  in  oft  healthful  aliment,  is 
withheld  from  them,  at  the  inftance  of  Dr.  Scrawl, 
the  family  phyfician.  This  fame  gentleman  has  not 

fo 

*  Some  learned  phyficians,  thofe  celebrated  defrauders  of  the  grave,  have  found 
out  that  bread  itfclf,  which  has  been  efteemed  the  ftaff  of  life  in  all  ages,  is  at  laft 
become  dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  and  therefore  to  be  ufed  with  caution  by 
all  forts  of  people,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  beft  able  to  iee  the  do&or  in  calc  of 
prrfonal  indifpofitton.  As  for  the  poor,  it  is  lefs  matter  what  they  eat,  as  t he 
faculty  can  reap  b/.t  little  advantage  from  thor  fteknefs, 


1 


Dial  12.}  of  DEVI  L  S.  239 

fo  little  fenfe  tinder  his  great  wig  as  not  to  know  that 
his  own  perfonal  emolument  is  intimately  conneCied 
with  the  weak  conftitutions  of  people  of  quality,  ef- 
pecially  the  ladies.  By  his  many  years  ftudy  of  phyf- 
ick,  he  has  proved,  to  a  dcmonftration,  that  if  the 
young  gentry  were  fuffered  to  eat  enough  of  whole- 
fome  food,  like  the  farmers’  children,  his  bufinefa 
would  not  be  worth  following. 

Avar.  I  know  it  well  :  For  there  is  one  of  my 
difciples,  a  certain  phy Brian  eminent  in  praCtice,  who 
hath  acquired  a  genteel  fortune  by  prefcription,  and  who, 
if  he  is  indifpofed  himfelf,  will  not  fuffer  an  apotheca¬ 
ry’s  drug  to  pafshis  gullet  ;  a  plain  indication  that  he 
knows  it  to  be  hurtful.  I  have  often  thought,  a  good 
conliitution  put  into  the  hand  of  the  dorior,  is  like  a 
good  caufe  put  into  the  hands  of  the  lawyers  ;  it  gets 
worfe  with  deceitful  handling.  When  a  man  is.  by 
the  force  of  medicine,  fairly  got  down,  the  fkilful 
phyfician  knows  very  well  how  to  hold  him  betwixt 
life  and  death  as  long  as  poffible  ;  until  at  laft  he  dies 
by  inches  of  that  prevailing  diftemper  wThich  kills  fo 
many  people  of  fafhion. 

Fast.  True,  Avaro.  But  farther  to  prove  the 
gentry  the  caufers  of  their  own  infirmity,  I  would  ob' 
ferve,  that  what,  in  infancy,  penury  and  want  leave 
of  the  conftitutian  unconfumed,  luxury  and  idlenefs 
well  nighfinifh  in  youth  ;  fothat  when  the  lady  comes 
to  embrace  an  hufband,  the  one  half  of  her  remaining 
days  are  fpent  under  the  hand  of  the  Dorior,  and  the 
other  half  in  pleafure  anddiffipation.  As  for  the  young 
gentlemen,  before  the  boyifh  down  on  their  faces  w 
able  to  refift  the  razor,  they  have  commonly  con¬ 
tracted 
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t rafted  fuch  loathfome  diforders,  as  render  them  more 
fit  for  an  infirmary  than  for  the  marriage  bed,  and 
have  more  need  of  a  furgeon  than  a  wife.  Thus, 
Avaro,  you  may  fee  by  what  means  the  conftitutions 
of  the  gentry  are  fo  frequently  enfeebled. 

That  they  are  formed  of  the  fame  materials  with 
their  inferiours  will  appear,  when  you  confider  that, 
there  were  none  either  noble  or  ismoble,  in  the  oris- 
Inal  ftate  of  mankind  ;  all  were  on  a  common  level  ; 
but  when  we  had  made  a  conqueftof  them,  it  became 
necelfary  for  the  Almighty  to  diffolve  the  original 
equality,  that  the  world  might  be  rendered  in  fome 
meafure  tolerable  to  all,  amidfi  the  confufion  and 
diforder  which  our  dominion  over  them  had  intro¬ 
duced.  For  if  people  cry  out  that  the  world  is  bad 
now,  it  is  certain  it  would  be  infinitely  worfe  were 
fuperiority  and  inferiority  utterly  abolifhed.  More¬ 
over,  the  Almighty,  to  manifeft  the  equity  of  his  pro¬ 
cedure,  has  fo  ordered  it,  that  the  fyftemof  fuperior¬ 
ity  and  inferiority  is  perpetually  upon  the  change. 
You  may  find  fome  perfons  now  afking  alms  from 
pface  to  place,  who  are  defcended  from  princes  and 
nobles  ;  and  others,  in  the  mod  exalted  Rations,  who 
had  their  defcent  from  very  beggars. 

In  fid.  Ave,  brother,  that  very  confideration,  to 
urge  no  more,  if  duly  attended  to,  would  prevent  the 
contempt  which  people  of  elevated  rank  are  apt  to  let 
fall  on  their  inferiours.  But  let  them  go  on  until  the 
grand  leveller  Death  approach.  He  fpares  neither 
rich  nor  poor,  noble  nor  ignoble.  Samael  knows  no 
diftinftions,  cannot  be  bribed  like  temporal  judges, 

admits  of  no  excufes,  and  is  an  utter  ftranger  to  pity. 

1  At 
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At  prince,  at  peafant,  at  the  noble  earl  and  his  Tervile 

groom,  at  the  dame  of  honour  and  the  fcorched  cook- 
maid,  he  aims  alike  his  unerring  (haft,  and  brings  all 
again  to  the  dull,  from  whence  they  were  taken,  to  rot 
in  their  original  equality. 

Fast.  There  is  another  race,  which  we  diftin- 
guilh  by  the  name  of  mongrels,  with  whom  I  am 
deeply  concerned.  This  generation  of  half  bred 
gentry  includes  tradefmen,  the  gentlemen  of  the  law 
and  of  the  faculty,  together  with  the  farmers.  Thefe 
gentry  confider  themfelves  as  pretty  near,  if  not  alto* 
gether  on  a  level  with  the  country  Tquire,  and 
therefore  affe£t  the  manners  of  their  fuperiours  as 
much  as  poffible.  They  are  gentlemen,  their  wives 
aie  ladies  and  madams,  and  their  children  mafters  and 
miffes.  Hundreds  of  fuch  gentlemen  and  ladies 
have  I  known,  who  could  not  juftly  boaft  that  any  of 
taeir  anceftors,  back  to  the  tenth  generation,  were 
proprietors  of  fo  much  as  a  (ingle  cottage  with  a  cab- 
bage  garden.  Yet  they  imperioufly  afiTume  a  title  of 
addrefs,  equal  to  that  of  the  queen s  majefty  ;  and 
no  labourer  or  mechanick  muft  dare  to  approach  them, 
without  a  Sir  or  Madam  in  his  mouth. 

In  Fin.  X  have  fometimes  thought  thofe  ladies  you 
fpeak  of,  are  either  afhamed  of  their  given  names,  or 
hold  them  too  fasred  for  the  prophane  mouths  offer- 
vantsand  vulgar  creatures  ;  and  indeed  he  would  be 
deemed  the  molt  unmannerly  wretch  that  ever  trod  upon 
Enghfli  ground,  who  fliould  fay  that  Sarah  Algood  is  his 
miftrefs ;  for  Sarah  muft  give  place  to  madam,  and 
he  is  now  madam  Algood,  the  fhopkeeper’s  lady ;  and 

Q  it 
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it  would  be  more  than  her  place  is  worth  for  a  ler- 
vant  to  name  her  miftrefs  in  terms  lefs  relpeQable. 

Avar.  Excufe  me,  gentlemen,  you  know  I  love 
to  be  concerting  Ichemes  of  profit,  and  here  is  one 
ready  projected,  which,  if  faithfully  executed,  would 
either  fill  the  exchequer,  or  make  a  diftin&ion  betwixt 
perlons  of  real  quality  and  their  apes  in  middle  I.fe. 

Fast.  Whatis  your  fcheme,  coufin  ?  Let  us  hear 

it  if  feafible. 

Avar.  I  would  advife  the  nobility,  gentry,  &c. 
never  to  go  to  an  horfe-courfe,  cock-pit,  or  play-houfe  t 
not  to  go  to  Bath  nor  a  bawdy-houle,  that  is  to  fay,^ 
never  to  reft,  until  they  have  procured  a  bill,  in  which 
it  fhall  be  enaaed,  that  every  man  ftiali  pay  the  fum 
of  ten  pounds  fterling  per  annum,  who  buffers  his  wife 
to  affume  the  name  of  madam.  I  would  like  wife  have 
a  tax  of  half  the  value  laid  upon  every  young  mafter 
and  mifs,  the  farmers,  apothecaries,  attornies  and 
tradefmens’  children,  unlefs  thehufband  or  father  can 
make  it  appear  that  his  annual  rent,  clear  of  all  incum¬ 
brance,  is  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  pounds  ;  if  fo 
much,  or  upwards,  he  fhould  ftand  exempted  from 
any  fuch  penalty,  and  enjoy  the  free  ufe  of  fuch  names 
of  quality  in  his  family. 

In  fid.  Although  it  is  quite  foreign  to  my  pur- 
pofe,  to  diftate  any  thing  to  mankind  which  may  be 
of  fervice  to  them,  I  am  free  among  ourfelves  to  fay, 
that  my  foil's  fcheme  is  well  concerted,  and  might  an- 
fwer  valuable  purpofes,  were  it  carried  into  execution. 
The  numerous  bankruptcies,  which  make  trade  fo 
precarious  in  England,  have  their  fpring  in  this  fatal 

imitation  of  people  of  quality,  fo  prevalent  among 

tradefmen* 
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tradefmen.  Could  this  fo  very  pernicious  practice,  by 
any  means,  be  fuppreft,  the  induftrious  merchant  and 
manufafturer,  would  meet  with  fewer  Ioffes  by  their 
retailing  cuftomers. 

To  your  fcheme,  however,  I  would  add  another 
tax  equally  neceffary,  and  that  is  upon  every  Play- 
houfe,  Affembly-room,  and  place  of  pleafurable  refort* 
One  fifth,  at  leaft,  of  every  ticket  to  Almack’s, 
Ranelagh,  every  Play-houfe,  Cornely’s,  Sadler’s-wells, 
the  Pantheon,  and  every  rout  whatever,  ought  to  be 
facred  to  government.  Until  this,  or  fome  fuch  thing 
is  done,  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  fenfible  Englifh  to 
believe  that  their  governours  aim  at  any  thing  beyond 
their  own  emolument.  As  for  the  tax  upon  (madam) 
it  appears  indifpenfably  neceffary,  and  can  admit  of 
no  delay.  However,  we  interrupt  you,  Faftofus. 

Fast.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  in  ftirring 
up  people  to  quarrel  with  their  Maker,  and  to  fay  unto 
him,  “  Why  haft  thou  made  me  thus  ?  I  love  not  the 
ftation  thou  haft  placed  me  in  ;  I  have  got  parts  to 
qualify  me  for  a  better  than  this  in  which  thou  haft 
placed  me  ;  therefore  I  am  not  dealt  with  according 
to  my  merit.”  The  poor  labourer,  who,  by  the  wav, 
is  the  moft  happy  and  contented  of  his  fpecies,  is  not 
altogether  pleafed,  becaufe  he  was  not  born  a  gentle¬ 
man,  and  heir  to  a  good  eftate.  The  ’[quire  and  his 
lady  are  almoft  mad  with  anger,  becaufe  they  were 
not  defcended  of  noble  anceftors.  The  nobleman 
himfelf  takes  it  very  unkind  that  he  was  not  born  to 
govern  a  kingdom.  He  that  is  born  heir  to  a  crowh 
hath  two  things  at  which  he  is  much  offended  :  Firft, 
becaufe  the  Almighty  is  fo  long  in  taking  the  father 
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to  himfelf,  to  facilitate  bis  own  accefiion  to  the  throne  : 
Secondly,  he  is  not  well  pleafed,  becaufe  it  is  a  regal, 
and  not  an  imperial  crown,  to  which  he  is  born  heir. 
As  for  the  man  who  is  born  to  imperial  dignity,  he  is 
angry,  becaufe  he  is  not  appointed  lord  of  the  whole 
world.  And  one,  you  know,  who,  having  obtained 
the  fway  of  the  whole  world,  was  angry  with  God,  be¬ 
caufe  he  had  not  made  two  worlds  for  him  to  govern; 
even  fo  angry,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  cried  again. 
Thus,  in  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  life,  I  make  people 
quarrel  with  their  Maker. 

In  fid.  I  have  often  heard  it  remarked,  by  our 
infernal  fages,  that  if  the  ambitious  mind  were  to  ob¬ 
tain,  what  it  is  now  in  purfuit  of,  true  contentment 
would  be  as  far  diftant  as  ever  ;  and  an  Alexander, 
who  covets  a  fecond  world  to  ravage,  could  he  get 
that,  would  want  a  third,  after  that  a  fourth,  and  fo 
on,  until  he  had  plundered  the  many  millions  of  worlds 
which  God  hath  made.  Even  then,  were  fuch  a  thing 
poffible,  his  ambition  would  be  as  infatiable  as  ever, 
and  his  laft  effort  would  be  the  fame  as  that  of  father 
Beelzebub’s  ;  I  mean,  he  -would  attempt  to  plunder 
the  eternal  throne  itfelf.  Thus,  they  allege,  that  the 
loweft  degree  of  ambition  and  difcontent  in  man,  if 
the  Almighty  were  continually  to  gratify  it,  would  af- 
eend  to  the  moft  daring  attempt  of  "which  the  infernal 
monarch  himfeli  is  capable.  After  all,  I  have  obfeiv- 
ed  that  the  geater  part  of  people  are  fo  far  from  deem¬ 
ing  ambition  to  be  criminal,  they  think  a  ipice  oi  it  is 
indifpenfably  neceffarv  to  a  man  of  honour. 

Fast.  I  know  it,  brother  ;  but  that  is  a  ftr  iking 

proof  of  the  blindncfs  to  which  we  have  reduced  them. 

Ambition* 
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Ambition,  difcontent,  &c.  reigning  in  any  perfon,  am 
infallible  fymptoms  of  an  heart  totally  depraved,  and 
altogether  under  my  influence.  But  let  them  go  on 
to  cherifh  an  ambitious  fpirit,  they  will  find  their  mil- 
take  at  laft.  That  judicious  pagan,  Epidetus,  Ferns 
very  capable  of  inftruQing  many  who  arc  called  Chrif- 
tians,  and  who  have  the  advantage  of  the  Bible.  Yes, 
Infidelis,  you  and  I  both  know,  that  ambition  is  tne 
very  vice  which  ruined  our  black  fraternity  .  But  * o  1 
it  they  had  been  in  heaven  to  this  day. 

As  fome  quarrel  with  their  Maker,  on  account  of 
their  fituation  in  life,  I  am  equally  luccelsful  in  Hil¬ 
ling  up  others,  to  take  offence  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  Almighty  hath  formed  their  bodies  :  As  to 


their  fouls,  they  do  not  regard  them  ;  indeed  they 
feldom  confider  that  they  have  an  immortal  fpirit  be¬ 
longing  to  them.  If,  by  chance,  Inch  a  thought,  as 
that  they  have  an  immortal  foul,  fhould  pals  through 
their  minds,  it  gives  them  no  concern  in  what  pofi- 
tion  it  is  found,  becaufe  they  take  it  for  granted  that 
nobody  fees  it.  So  very  inconfiderate  and  ftupid  are 
many,  that  one  who  underftands  the  language  of  hearts, 
provided  he  could  delight  in  the  voice  of  difcontent 
and  murmuring,  might  meet  with  high  entertainment 
amongft  our  people.  For, 

One  young  lady  fays,  O  !  if  the  Almighty  had 
made  me  an  inch  and  half  higher,  then  my  per* 
fon  would  have  been  abundantly  more  proper.  Her 
neighbour  is  as  ill  at  eafe,  becaufe  fhe  thinks  the  Cre¬ 
ator  has  bellowed  fuperfluous  labour  upon  her,  in  giv¬ 
ing  her  a  couple  of  inches  of  redundant  height,  which 
fhe  looks  upon  as  a  very  considerable  deformity. 

Q  3  Another 
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Another  fays,  Why  did  he  make  me  with  round  fhouk 
ders  ?  Might  he  not  as  eafily  have  made  them  fquare  ? 
I  am  afhamed  to  go  into  company,  becaufe  1  have 
Tiot  a  hand  fame  carriage  of  the  head  and  neck„ 
What  the  back  board  and  girdle  can  do,  has  been  tri- 
ed  to  prefs  in  the  prominent  os  humeri  ;  but  fad  ex¬ 
perience  teaches,  that  fhe  may  as  foon  wafh  the  Ethi¬ 
opian  white,  as  make  that  even  which  the  Almighty 
hath  made  crooked.  Nor  lefs  affliSed  is  her  kinfwo- 

man,  on  account  of  the  yellownefs  of  her  {kin. 

0 

Avar.  I  have  heard  feveral  people  of  allowed 
knowledge,  modeflly  wifh,that  all  court  ladies  laboured 
under  the  fame  misfortune  the  laft  unhapy  gentlewo¬ 
man  aoes  ;  being  perfuaded  that  if  it  were  fo,  naked 
breads  would  never  more  be  brought  into  fafhion,  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  fcandal  of 
the  ladies :  For  you  know  fafhions  are  all  born  atcourt. 

F ast.  Not  at  the  court  of  London,  Avaro,  but 
Verfailles  ;  therefore  it  would  indicate  better  fenfe 
m  your  knowing  poeple,  to  wifh  the  French  ladies 
the  above  misfortune.  It  is  held  an  afclofhigh  trea¬ 
son  againft  the  French,  for  the  Englifh  court  to  receive 
any  fafhion,  which  hath  not  had  a  certificate  from 
Verfailles.  This  policy  feems  indeed  very  myfteri- 
ous,  when  we  confider  that  the  Britifh  heroes  can  fo 
effectually  drub  the  monfieurs,  as  to  make  them  cry 
jpeccavi,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  French  ladies  fhould 
have  the  Englifh  in  fuch  abfolute  fubjeftion. 

It  is  impoffible  for  any  perfon  to  conceive  the 
trouble  I  have,  in  preparing  thofe  ladies  for  the  ball, 
or  affembly,  or  pantheon,  and  what  art  I  am  obliged 
to  employ,  in  hiding  their  fuppofed  defefts  and  re¬ 
dundancies. 
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dundancies.  The  lady  who  fancies  her  ftature  to  be 
fomewhat  too  low,  obliges  me  to  add  to  it  the  whole 
length  of  a  fuDer-tall  pair  of  wooden  heels,  and  is  ex¬ 
tremely  careful  to  let  off  her  little  body  to  all  advan¬ 
tage  poffible,  fo  that  every  beholder  mull  beftruek 
with  the  molt  perfect  gentility  of  her  appearance.  On 
the  other  hand,  her  neighbour,  who  is  overall,  is  as 
careful,  on  her  part,  to  have  the  flatted  heels  that  can 
be  worn,  and  is  equally  induftrious  in  decking,  to  the 
belt  advantage,  the  whole  of  her  extravagant  height. 

Nor  hath  their  neighbour,  who  is  affetted  with  a 
dun,  or  yellow  Ikin,  lefs  trouble  and  anxiety  of  mind, 
befides  her  great  toil  of  body.  The  wafte  foe  makes 
of  wafh-balls,  and  the  bell  recommended  cofmeticks, 
together  with  her  own,  and  her  feryants’  labour,  in 
endeavouring  to  rub  off  the  native  tinft,  is  not  to  b<_ 
conceived.  But,  alas  !  it  is  labour  in  vain.  All  the 
comfort  which  remains  for  her,  is  derived  from  a 
black  necklace,  affifted  by  two  or  three  well  difpofed 
patches,  which  fhe  hopes  may,  in  fome  measure,  ovei- 
eloud  the  hated  yellownefs  of  the  adjacent  parts. 

So  abfolutely  foolilh  are  they,  that  I  have  fome 
fubjefls  who  fay,  “  Ah  me,  why  were  my  ankles  made 
fo  ftrong  and  flefoy  ?  O  that  they  had  been  (lender 
and  genteel,  then  1  fhould  not  have  been  thus depend- 
ent  on  the  mantau-maker  for  a  covering  for  them. 
However,  gentlemen,  were  it  not  a  rule  eftablifhed 
among  the  fair  fex,  that  ankles  fpmewhat  grofs  are 
altogether  ungenteel,  it  wopld  puzzle  a  philofoplmr 
to  determine  how  it  is  that  fmall  feet  and  flendei  an¬ 
kles,  come  to  have  more  virtue  and  real  worth  m 
them,  than  thofe  that  are  otherwife.  But  certainly  it 
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is  oeemed  to  be  To,  and  thofe  imperious  dames,  who 
have  been  favoured  to  their  liking,  do  what  they  can 
to  mortify  thofe  who  are  lefs  happy  in  their  pedeftals. 
Againft  this  difeafe  there  is  no  effectual  remedy.  Small 
fized  fhoes  formerly  gave  them  great  hopes  of  relief - 
but,  alas  !  they  generally  made  cripples  of  their 
wearers. 

In  fid.  I  have  always  obferved,  that  when  people 
have  applied  to  the  artifl,  to  have  that  mended  which 
they  think  the  Almighty  hath  marred,  the  puniftiment 
is  connefted  with  the  crime,  as  a  token  of  the  juft 
refentment  of  a  jealous  God,  who  hath  left  none  of 
Lis  works  imperfeCt  ;  and  who  would  have  them  all, 
as  indeed  they  ought  to  be,  well  efteemed.  Hence, 
come  corns  upon  the  feet,  and  far  greater  unevenneft 
in  the  fymmetry  of  the  body,  than  was  before  their 
application  to  the  mechanick. 

Fast.  Another  of  my  difcipleffes  fas  got  hair  of 
a  madder  red,  and  fuch  is  her  folly,  that  it  grieves 
her  beyond  meafure.  But,  with  all  my  wifdom,  I 
could  never  find  out  the  reafon,  why  red  hair  fhould 
be  any  more  fcandalous,  than  yellow  or  flaxen  locks: 
Or  how  it  is,  that  icarlet  is  held  to  be  fuch  a  courtly 
colour  upon  broadcloth,  and  yet  fo  fcandalous  for  a 
lady  to  have  her  head  of  fcarlet  colour.  But  the  la¬ 
dy  herfelf  is  fb  apprehenfive  of  the  fcandaf,  that  fhe 
is  obliged  to  exchange  her  native  locks,  with  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  barber,  for  a  fet  of  flaxen  falfe-curls  ;  thefe, 
ftie  flatters  herlelfi,  will  very  well  become  the  native 
fairnefs  of  her  (kin, 

Perhaps,  indeed,  to  fpare  the  natural  crop,  fhemay 
blind  the  eyes  of  beholders  with  powder,  which  may 
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help  to  conceal  the  awful  fecret.  The  like  expedient 
is  ufed  by  women  of  a  coquetifh  difpofition,  when,  to 
their  great  grief  and  inconfolable  for  row,  they  £rft 
perceive  old  age  dying  a  whiteneis  upon  their  temples. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  world  having  any  fufpiciQn  that 
fte  is  advanced  in  years,  the  coquet  procures  a  de¬ 
fence  againft  the  appearance  of  hoary  hairs  ;  and  thus 
fhe  keeps  herfelf,  as  much  as  poffible,  from  the  be¬ 
lief  that  file  is  growing  old,  until  the  detefted  wrinkles 
on  her  forehead  betray  the  fatal  fecret,  and  then  fire 
declines  fader  than  other  women,  becaufe  her  grief 
gives  fwiftnefs  to  her  decay.  Another  lady  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  grieved,  every  time  (he  looks  in  her  glafs,  be¬ 
caufe,  as  die  thinks,  her  face  is  too  much  upon  the 
fire  to  be  deemed  lovely  ;  but  fhe  comforts  herfelf 
with  the  red  eft  ion  that  fhe  hath  good  features,  and 
the  great  artid,  when  he  finifhed  her,  has  left  a  dim¬ 
ple  in  her  chin.  On  the  other  hand,  her  coufin  be¬ 
holds  a  fydem  of  agreeable  features  in  her  own  coun¬ 
tenance  :  But,  oh  J  the  dejeftion  of  her  heart,  on  re- 
collefting  the  palenefs  of  her  lips.  To  fupply  the 
defedts  of  nature  in  this,  before  fhe  goes  abroad,  die 
has  recourfe  to  her  pencil  and  vermilion  died.  Thus 
fhe  has  fome  means  of  comfort  within  her  power  ; 
but  her  poor  fider,  who  is  Teamed  with  the  imali-poxf 
is  quite  inconfolable.  If  at  any  time  die  exprefles 
fatisfaftion,  it  is  in  fpeaking  of  the  former  agreeable- 
nefs  of  her  features,  and  fairnefs  of  her  dtin.  But^ 
alas  !  her  joy  isprefently  clouded  with  the  melancho¬ 
ly  confideration.  They  are  for  ever  gone.  Some  la¬ 
dies  are  highly  offended,  becaufe  their  hands  are  fo 
big,  others  that  their  fingers  are  too  Ihojt  ;  and  now  and 

then 
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then  you  may  meet  with  one,  who  is  dreadfully  tor¬ 
mented  underneath  a  king  Richard  back ;  which  is 
fure  to  prove  an  intolerable  burden,  all  the  life  of 
the  unhappy  woman. 

In  fid.  Nothing  more  fully  demonftrates  our  do¬ 
minion  in  the  hearts  of  mankind,  than  their  being 
afhamed  of  their  Ihapes  and  phyfiognomy  ;  the  fup- 
pofed  deformity  of  which,  they  could  by  no  means 
have  prevented.  Every  degree  of  this  kind  of  fhame, 
is  a  tacit  reproach  of  the  Creator,  and  therefore  dar¬ 
ingly  impious.  Many  you  may  find,  afhamed  of  the 
innocent  defeats  of  their  outward  frame,  who  are  not 
in  the  leaft  afhamed  of  their  vain  lives  and  immoral 
converfations  ;  to  reQify  which  ought  to  be  their  prin¬ 
cipal  concern.  And  were  there  but  as  much  pains 
taken  to  rectify  the  diforders  of  civil  life,  as  there  are 
to  hide  the  fuppofed  defefts  and  redundancies  of  the 
body,  and  to  alter  the.tinfture  of  the  {kin,  the  world 
would  be  very  different  from  what  it  is.  But  j  ou, 
take  care  to  prevent  that,  Impiator. 

Dis.  One  who  has  made  mankind  no  part  of  his 
fludy,  would  deem  it  impoflible  for  rational  beings  to 
be  afhamed  of,  and  concerned  for  innocent  deformi¬ 
ties  of  the  body,  with  which  no  perfon  of  common 
fenfe  will  ever  upbraid  them,  and  which  never  can  by 
any  means  leffen  the  efteem  of  the  judicious  ;  (for 
who  can  make  that  ftraight  which  the  Almighty  hath 
made  crooked,  or  white  which  he  hath  made  brown  Pj. 
and  at  the  fame  time  negleft  the  infinitely  more  valu- 

able  mind. 

In  fid.  By  your  account,  fir,  your  vaffals  have. 

wot  a  wrong  notion  of  beauty,  as  by  our  long  obier- 
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of  beauty  in  a  perfon  whofe  bodily  parts  no  way  tend 
to  recommend  him.  Real  beauty  lies  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  mind  and  the  proper  ufe  of  its  intellectual  fac¬ 
ulties  :  Every  thing  elfe  compared  with  this  is  like 

tinfel  when  compared  with  the  pureft  gold. 

That  perfon  appears  truly  amiable,  without  ex» 
ternal  comelinefs,  who  can  bear  the  lack  of  it  with 
a  becoming  grace  ;  and  who,  to  make  up  for  all  out¬ 
ward  defeds,  is  ftudious  to  embellifh  the  immortal 
mind.  That  is  a  part  of  man  always  capable  of  im* 
provement  ;  but  for  the  body,  they  may  fret,  murmur, 
and  repine  at  its  defeCts,  as  much  as  they  will,  they 
plainly  fee  it  does  not  mend  the  matter  ;  for  who  by 
taking  thought  can  add  one  cubit  to  bis  ftature,  or 

make  one  hair  whiter  or  blacker  ? 

Fast.  Such  is  my  dominion  now  ;  nor  was  itlefs 
in  the  more  early  ages.  I  made  rude  work  in  the 
tents  of  Jacob,  between  his  two  wives  and  among  his 
fons  ;  and  by  thofe  means  I  greatly  difturbed  them 
whom  I  could  not  deftroy. 

Invidio.  I  have,  until  now,  been  filent  ;  butbeg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  I  think  our  labour  is  far  from 
being  loft.  Seeing,  though  we  are  permitted  to  de¬ 
ftroy  none  who  are  good  and  virtuous,  we  have  the 
pleafure  of  diftreffing  and  diftraCfing  them.  And  cer¬ 
tainly  no  mufick  can  be  fo  agreeable  to  our  ears,  as 
the  fighs  and  groans  of  our  enemies.  There  is  feme- 
thing  fo  agreeable  in  the  deftru&ion  of  infidels,  and 
diftrafting  the  reft  of  mankind,  that  I  have  often  heard 
our  father  Beelzebub  fay,  he  would  rather  aggravate 
Jiis  own  torment  a  thoufapd  degrees  than  be  robbed 
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of  that  pleafure.  His  and  our  happinefs  lies  chiefly 
in  diftrefling  mankind,  efpecially  the  virtuous  and 
good,  notwithftanding  he  overheard  Immanuel,  when 
he  faid,  “  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  none 
fhall  pluck  them  out  of  my  hands.” 

Avar.  One  would  wonder  it  did  not  wholly  dif- 
courage  him,  from  making  further  attempts  againft 
fuch  people,  efpecially  if  what  I  have  heard  is  true  : 
I  mean,  that  every  affliClion  which  they  endure  by  his 
means,  will  be  an  aggravation  to  his  own  mifery.  But 
his  hatred  againfi:  them  is  implacable. 

Fast.  It  is  not  altogether  his  hatred  and  malice 
againft  them,  which  excite  him  toperfecute  them  with 
fuch  unwearied  diligence  :  But  it  happened  on  a  time* 
that  Beelzebub  was  by,  when  one  of  his  heavenly 
heralds  declared,  That  in  all  the  afflictions  of  his 
people,  Immanuel  himfelf  is  afflicted.”  And  at  anoth¬ 
er  time  he  heard  another  fav,  44  That  Immanuel  is 
touched  with  a  fenfe  of  human  infirmities.”  Nay  then* 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  they  fhall  not  want  for  afflictions, 
if  I  fhould  endure  a  thoufand  hells.  It  will  be  a  heav¬ 
en  of  delight  to  rne,  to  fee  my  fiery  darts  bound  off 
from  the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  fhot,  and  ftrike 
him  whom  I  have  in  the  moft  perfeCt  abhorrence.  So 
that  it  is  Immanuel  himfelf,  rather  than  thofe  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  him,  at  whom  Satan  is  fo  much  enraged. 

To  return  to  my  fiory.  By  my  means  the  knot  of 
fifterhood  between  Rachel  and  Leah  was  untiecb  and 
friendfhip  and  love  fled  to  a  diftance  far  remote  from 
their  tents.  But  this  was  not  the  finifhing  ftroke  of 
my  artifice  ;  for  when  one  generation  paffed  away, 
you  might  always  be  fure  to  find  me  with  thofe,  who 
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made  their  appearance  next  upon  the  ilage  of  a&ion. 
Hence  I  was  found  with  the  fonsof  Jacob,  and  made 
them  perpetrate  deeds  very  unworthy  of  the  patriarch¬ 
al  charaHer,  and  that  even  in  the  life-time  of  their 
father.  The  deftruQion  of  the  Hivites,  by  the  (word 
of  Simeon  and  Levi,  in  revenge  of  Shechem’s  rape 
on  their  fitter  Dinah,  was  wholly  by  my  inflation. 
They  grieved,  and  that  juftly  ;  but  pride  alone  called 
up  the  demons  of  Revenge  and  Cruelty,  who  drench¬ 
ed  themfelves  in  Canaanitifn  blood. 

When  jofeph  dreamed  of  his  future  advancement, 

I  prevailed  with  his  brethren  to  hate  him,  and  give 
admiffion  to  every  baleful  demon  j  under  whofe  in¬ 
fluence,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  father’s  life,  they 
fold  him  into  Egypt.  There  I  ftirred  up  Sabrina, 
the  wife  of  Potiphar,  to  revenge  her  flighted  charms  up¬ 
on  him  ;  Jofeph  himfelf  to  fwear  by  the  life  of  Pha¬ 
raoh,  and  to  carry  it  very  ftrangel  v  to  his  brethren  in 
the  time  of  their  affliftion,  notwithftanding  he  himfek 
had  feenfuch  wonders  of  Divine  Providence,  as  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  writer  of  his  life.  Juft  it  was  that  his 
brethren  fftould  have  been  afflicted  for  their  former 
perfidy  and  bafenefs  ;  but  Jofeph  could  never  have 
been  perfuadedto  be  inflrumental  therein,  but  by  my 
inftigation. 

Imp.  I  am  furprifed,  fir,  you  Ihould  feleft  the  hif- 
tory  of  thofe  reputed  the  belt  of  men,  for  exemplify¬ 
ing  your  dominion  ;  whereas  you  make  no  mention 
of  Ham,  Ifhmael,  Efau,  &c.  I  thought  your  domin¬ 
ion  over  them  was  more. full  than  over  the  other. 

Fast.  I  mention  the  bell,  on  purpofe  to  hive, 
ray frif  trouble,  coufm.  For  when  you  bear  my  pow- 
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er  over  them,  you  will  eafily  conceive  that  my  do¬ 
minion  over  the  reft  of  mankind  muft  be  abfolute.  I 
might  indeed  do  myfelf  honour,  by  telling  you  of 
the  part  I  had  in  the  lewdnefs  of  Ham,  the  defpite  of 
Iflimael,  Efau’s  revenge,  &c.  &c.  but  as  I  underftand 
it  all  implied  in  the  prefent  plan  of  my  narrative.  In¬ 
deedit  would  be  endlefs  to  tell  you  of  even  athoufandth 
part  of  my  achievements  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  it  is 
more  agreeable  to  you,  to  hear  of  my  occaftonal  prev¬ 
alence  over  the  virtuous,  than  to  have  a  full  difplay 
of  my  uninterrupted  dominion,  over  the  infidel  part 
of  mankind,  without  it. 

Yet  it  may  not  be  amifs,  by  way  of  fpecimen,  to 
give  you  one  inftance  of  my  influence  over  infidels 
in  general.  Amongft  the  millions  I  might  adduce,  I 
fihall  refer  you  to  Bafuris  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  in 
the  days  of  Mofes  and  Aaron.  Notwithftanding  the 
mighty  figns  and  wonders  which  God  wrought  by 
the  hand  of  his  Hebrew  fervants,  he  was  foabfolutely 
Under  my  dominion,  that  he  hardened  himfelf  againft 
the  Almighty,  difregarded  the  voice  of  his  prophets, 
and  would  not  fuffer  the  people  to  go  into  the  wilder- 
nefs  to  worfhip.  Mofes  and  Aaron  wrought  works 
unprecedented,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  and  his 
nobles  ;  but  I  perfuaded  him  that  the  whole  was  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  power  of  magick,  and  that  Jannes  and 
Jambres,  his  own  enchanters,  could  do  the  fame,  were 
they  called  to  it. 

I  had  fuch  poffeflion  of  his  heart,  before  any  mira¬ 
cles  were  wrought,  that  he  thought  himfelf  inferiour 
to  no  being  whatever,  and  fcorned  fubjeftion  even  to 
the  Almighty,  Pharaoh’s  magicians,  in  divers  inftances, 

by 


Dial.  12.]  of  DEVIL  S.  255 

by  a  divine  permiflion,  imitating  the  wonders  wrought 
by  Mofes  and  Aaron,  he  perfuaded  himlelf  that  he 
was  at  leaft  equal  to  that  God  who  lent  them,  and 
in  the  molt  haughty  difdain  he  faid,  “  Who  is  the 

Lord,  that  I  fhould  obey  him  ?” 

You  have  all  heard  that  no  man  hath  hardened  him- 
felf  againft  God  at  any  time,  and  hath  profpered  :  Nor 
did  he  profper.  I  hardened  his  heart  againft  every 
divine  injunction,  Until  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  ut¬ 
terly  confounded  the  Memphian  magicians,  and  made 
the  haughty  monarch,  not  only  willing  to  let  the  peo¬ 
ple  go,  but  eager  to  thruft  them  out  of  the  land. 
However,  they  had  not  travelled  very  far,  before  Pha¬ 
raoh,  being  a  little  recovered  from  his  confternation, 
was  induced  by  me  to  purfue  and  oblige  them  to  te- 
turn  to  their  drudgery,  alleging  the  great  lofs  which 
both  his  majefty  and  the  Egyptian  monarchy  would 
fuftain,  by  the  departure  of  fuch  a  number  of  vigorous 
Haves.  Purfuant  to  this  purpofe,  he  muftered  his 
chariots  and  horfemen,  all  the  Egyptian  chivalry,  pur- 
fued  the  fugitives,  by  dint  of  fword,  to  compel  them 
to  return  to  their  fpades  and  wheel-barrows.  Every 
one  muft  praife  my  noble  intentions  ;  for  I  defigned 
that  both  hofts  fhould  have  perifhed,  the  one  by  the 
fword  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  other  by  the  thunder¬ 
bolts  of  heaven.  1  conjectured,  upon  good  ground, 
that  if  Pharaoh  deftroyed  the  Hebrews,  the  Almighty 
would  avenge  their  blood  upon  him  and  his  kingdom. 

The  hoft  of  Pharaoh  overtook  the  Hebrews  near 

Pi-ha-biroth,  where  the  raging  ocean  met  them  in  t! 

front,  and  a  vaft  ridge  ofimpaftable  mountains  enck 

ed  them  on  either  hand  :  <!  Glory  be  on  me  !  cried 
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tne  exulting  monarch.  See  how  my  happy  (tars  have 
hemmed  in  the  fugitives  !  Now  fhail  they  either  re- 
turn  to  their  fervitude,  or  perifh  on  the  points  of 
Egyptian  iwords  ;  and  Pharaoh  fhall  no  more  be 
upbraided  with  a  God  greater  than  himfelf.”  But 
Pharaoh  s  boaftings  were  premature  ;  his  hopes  were 
blafted  before  they  were  full  blown  :  For  it  came  to 
pafs9  that  the  Almighty  took  the  caufe  of  hjs  people 
into  his  own  hand,  wrought  falvation  for  them,  and 

with  an  high  hand  deftroyedhim  and  all  the  Egyptian 
chivalry. 

Bufinefs  calls  me  hence,  gentlemen.  1  hold  it 
good  that  we  adjourn  until  tomorrow. 
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Avaro, 

INDEED,  gentlemen,  what  I  tell  you  is  true  ;  you 
cannot  Conceive  how  much  I  am  careft  by  the 
groveling  flaves. 

Fast.  Do  not  boaft,  coufin,  nor  let  it  once  enter 
your  mind,  that  your  reception  amongft  mankind  is 
more  cordial  and  hearty  than  mine  ;  for  where  there 
is  one  perfon  who  proftitutes  himfelf  to  the  devil 
Avaro,  there  are  at  leaft  twenty  who  fall  down  at  the 
ihrine  of  the  adored  Faltofus  ;  though  I  will  ft  ill  own, 
your  craftinefs  has  fubdued  not  a  few  to  your  grov¬ 
eling  fway. 

Avar.  Not  a  few,  indeed  !  Every  nation  furnifh- 
eth  its  quota,  to  make  up  the  number  of  my  abj eft 
flaves,  who  adore  me  under  feigned  names,  fuitably 
adapted  to  the  genius  of  each  country.  '  For  infiance, 
in  Holland,  I  am  called  Mynheer  Induftry  ;  in 
France,  Monfieur  Prudence  ;  in  Spain,  I  bear  the 
name  of  Don  Diligence  ;  in  Aultria  and  Ruffia,as  al- 
fo  at  thfc  Hague,  I  am  known  by  the  name  of  Good 
Policy  ;  and  in  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies,  I  am 
ctilled  Milter  Care,  alias  Milter  Frugality  ;  but  my 
true  name  being  rightly  tranflated  will  read  Govet- 
oufnefs. 

Great  advantages  arife  to  us  from  the  concealment 
of  our  proper  names.  The  word  covetoufnefs,  you 
fcnowj  is  of  fuch  a  true  brimftone  colour,  that  unlefs 

R  I  had 
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I  had  fome  method  of  difguifing  it,  I  could  get  but 
few  adorers  in  comparifon  of  what  I  have-.  There 
are  thoufands  who  delight  to  keep  me  under  their 
roofs,  by  the  feigned  names  of  Indultry  and  Frugal¬ 
ity,  who  would  be  afraid  to  be  feen  in  my  company, 
under  the  name  of  Covetoufnefs.  They  rife  up  ear¬ 
ly,  fit  up  late,  they  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  can 
never  get  enough  of  work  done  by  their  fervants  and 
labourers  ;  they  buy  as  cheap  and  fell  as  dear  as  they 
can,  and  are  for  ever  concerting  fcheir.es  of  money¬ 
getting  ;  and  yet  they  are  not  covetous  ;  all  the 
world  could  not  perfuade  them  that  they  are  the 
worfhippers  of  the  devil  Avaro.  Even  thofe  whofe 
morning  and  evening  defires  run  in  the  following 
drain,  “  What  Avail  I  do  to  get  money  ?  How 
(hail  1  manage  to  keep  what  I  have  got  out  of 
the  reach  of  pilfering  rogues  ?”  Such  are  their  de- 
fires,  and  yet  they  are  not  covetous.  Notwith- 
flanding  their  increafe,  they  cannot,  with  pleafure, 
affift  the  needy,  unlefs  by  fo  doing  they  can  ferve 
themfelves  )  and ,  yet  they  are  not  covetous.  Such 
people  are  very  apt  to  confider  gain  as  a  proof  of 
their  godlinefs,  and  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  be¬ 
lieve  a  poor  man  to  be  honed.  If  his  honefty  is  fo 
clear  that  they  cannot  deny  it,  they  will  tacitly 
charge  him,  with  either  indolence  or  want  of  econo¬ 
my.  as  they  take  it  for  granted,  any  man  may  piof- 
per  in  the  world  if  he  will  ;  and  yet  they  are  not 
covetous. 

Ini.  Your  difciples,  Avaro,  it  feems, have  but  lit¬ 
tle  acquaintance  with  that  divine  providence  which 
we  arc  conftrained  to  confefs ;  that  providence  which 
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emptieth  the  ftore-houfe  of  one  and  fills  that  of  anoth¬ 
er,  according  to  the  diftates  of  unerring  wifdom. 
But  by  long  obfervation*  we  have  learned,  that  the 
race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong, 
but  to  whomfoever  the  Arbiter  of  the  univerfe  is 
pleafed  to  give  the  bleffing.  What  mod  furprifet’h 
me,  is  to  fee  fo  many  of  your  people  among  the  pro- 
ieffors  of  religion.^  Do  you  think  they  have  never 
heard  that  thofe  who  lovwe  the  wTorld,  have  not  the 
love  of  the  Father  in  them  ;  and  that  friendfhip  with 
the  world  is  enmity  againft  God  ?  Or  do  they  hip- 
pole  themfelves  capable  of  ferving  both  God  and 
mammon  ? 

Avar.  With  your  leave,  fir,  fuch  texts  of  fcrip- 

<r 

lure  are  of  no  weight  with  our  people.  Some  con¬ 
sider  them  as  interpolations,  others  as  miftranflatea, 
others  Hill  deem  them  erroneous,  therefore  not  to  be 
regarded  ;  and  all  agree,  that  the  force  of  luch  pah 
fages  ought  to  be  reafoned  away.  Yes,  brother 
fiends,  you  may  meet  with  many,  who*  if  their  mental 
fentiments  may  be  known  by  their  outward  conduB, 
believe  themfelves  capable  enough  of  ferving  both 
God  and  mammon,  and  that  it  is  very  confident  to 
love  both  God  and  the  world  at  the  fame  time.  All 
the  v7eek  round,  they  are  fo  earneftly  engaged  inpur- 

fuing  worldly  advantages,  that  one  would  fuppofe  they 

« 

have  got  an  affurance  that  for  one  thoufand  years,  at 
leaft,  to  enter  upon,  their  fouls  (hall  not  he  required 
of  them  ;  or  indeed  one  would  think  they  belieye 
not  a  fyllable  of  the  Bible,  or  that  there  is  either 
Gad  or  devil,  heaven  or  hell.  Yea,  fo  ardent  is  their 
chafe  after  gold?  they  cannot  fpare  fo  much  time  as 
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to  afk  their  fervants  whether  they  intend  for  heaven 
or  hell  at  death  ?  Whether  they  ferve  God  or  the 
devi!  ?  Whether  they  read  the  Bible,  or  idle  plays 
and  novels  ?  Whether  they  go  to  church  or  alehoufe 
on  a  Sunday  ;  or,  indeed,  whether  they  are  Pagans  or 
Chriftians,  Fapifts  or  Proteftants  P  And  yet  they  are 
good  Chriftians  themfelves,  members  of  churches, 
and  worfhippers  of  the  God  of  heaven. 

Notwithftanding  their  fervent  zeal  for,  and  unwea¬ 
ried  diligence  in  the  fervice  of  mammon,  they  will 
not  abfent  themfelves  from  church  on  a  Sabbath  day 
on  any  confideration  ;  but,  with  all  fincerity  imagina¬ 
ble,  with  the  devotion  of  one  holiday  they  wipe  off 
the  Pains  of  the  former  fix,  and  on  Monday  come 
forth  as  frefh  for  the  avaricious  chafe  as  ever.  Thus, 
you  fee,  my  fubjefls,  by  their  conduct,  plainly  tell 
you,  they  believe  it  very  polfible  to  ferve  both  God 
and  mammon  ;  and  thus  they  give  the  lie  to  divine 
tefiimony. 

It  is  now  as  it  always  was  ;  many  people  follow  re-^ 
liuion  with  the  fame  views  with  thofe  of  the  loaf  and 

o 

fith  followers  ;  they  take  up  religion  to  procure  a 
charafter  among  men,  that  it  may  ferve  as  a  cloak 
for  their  mercenary  purpofes.  The  perfon  deemed 
religious,  being  capable  of  executing  avaricious 
fchemes  with  greater  facility  and  advantage,  than  the 
man  who  is  known  to  be  an  enemy  to  all  religion. 

Fast.  It  leems,  Avaro,  your  money-hunters  can 
adapt  religion  or  any  thing  to  the  great  end  of  get¬ 
ting.  I  know  thoufands  who  would  not  attend  the 
worfhip  of  God  at  all,  if  they  found  not  their  ac¬ 
count  in  it,  I  have  laughed,  many  times,  at  feeing 

the 
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the  atheift  and  the  deift  come  to  church  and  receive 
the  racrament,  to  qualify  them  for  places  of  public 
concern.  It  may  fafely  be  fuppofed,  that  men  who 
believe  not  the  facrament  to  be  of  'divine  inftitution, 
have  /bine  ends,  noway  religious,  to  anfvver,  by  tneii 
receiving  it.  It  is  not  a  little  droll  too,  to  fee  many 
who,  for  conference  lake,  diffpnt  from  the  church  01 
England,  when 'they  have  the  profpeft  of  preferment, 
come  cordially  to  the  altar  and  receive  the  confecrat- 
ed  elements  from  the  parifii  prien.  iVioital  man 
could  not  do  more  to  fecure  all  the  emoluments  of 
both  church  and  ftate  to  their  own  party  for  ever, 
than  the  authors  of  the  left  aft  did,  and  yet  many  dd- 
fenters  play  the  devil  in  cneatmg  tnem.  It  mud  be 
a  clofe  hedge  indeed,  in  which  fome  people  will  not 

find  a  hole  to  creep  through. 

Imp.  Aye,  uncle,  and  it  is  every  whit  as  droll  to  fee 

many  of  my  fubjects,  who  never  attend  at  church, 
except  upon  thofe  occafions  ;  men  who  ipend  their 
whole  time  in  drinking,  gaming,  and  wbormg,  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  to  ferve  a  turn  in  poli¬ 
ticks,  contrary  to  every  rule,  divine  and  human  ;  and 
yet  thofe  men  commence  the  pillars  and  governours 
of  the  church,  without  coming  near  its  afiemblies  on 
other  occafions.  Thefe  things  make  amazingly  for 
our  intereft. 

Inf.  Not  many  days  fince,  your  foO  Difcor- 
t\ans  gave  us  a  moft  agreeable  account  of  fome 
of  his  operations,  by  the  inftrumentality  of  Preju¬ 
dice  and  Falfe-Reafoning.  I  fbould  be  glad,  my 
nephew,  if  you  will  be  plcafed  to  go  on  with  your 
ftory. 

Dis. 
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Dis.  I  have  no  obje&ion,  fir,  if  my  honoured  parent 
will  be  pleafed  to  permit.  But  Difcordans  cannot  fo 
much  as  breathe,  without  the  inftigation  of  great  FaF 
tofus 

Fast.  You  do  me  great  honour,  my  fon,  and  have 
my  permiffioti  to  proceed  :  But  as  I  have  urgent 
bufinefs  in  hand,  and  am  already  acquainted  with 
your  ftory,  I  {ball  leave  you  for  the  prefent,  and 
meet  you  here  tomorrow.  Darknefs  and  confufion 
attend  you  all. 

Dis.  This  fame  glafs,  Falfe-Reafoning,  is  the  mir- 
ror  in  which  the  jewifii  clergy,  doctors  of  law,  feribes, 
and  pharifees,  tried  the  doctrines  and  aftions  of  Im¬ 
manuel  and  all  his  followers.  By  thefe  means  they 
were  faially  deceived,  and  led  to  reject  the  counfel 
of  God  againft  themfelves  ;  yea,  hardened  to  that' de¬ 
gree,  as  to  fay,  the  light  which  enlignteneth  e>ery 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  is  abfolutely  dark- 
nefs,  and  to  charge  the  Maker  of  all  things  witn  be¬ 
ing  a  magician  ;  even  to  put  forth  their  languinary 
hands,  and  murder  the  Lord  of  life. 

You  may  think  I  was  clofely  employed  in  thofe 
days,  as  there  was  not  a  pharifee  in  the  whole  world, 
whom  I  had  not  furnifhed  with  an  inverting  mirror 
and  telefcope.  By  thefe  means  they  became  quite 
enamoured  with  their  own  fuppofed  virtue,  and  held 
all  befides  themfelves  to  be  accurfed  ;  that  is  to,  fay, 
hereticks,  becaufe  they  knew  not  the  law,  1 .  e.  they 
did  not  meafare  length  and  breadth,  exa&ly  accord, 
mg  to  the  ftandard  of  orthodoxy,  which  in  all  ages 
has  been  the  traditions  of  the  elders,  and  not  the 

foripture*  of  truth,  as  fame  have  erroneoufiy  afferted. 
•  Imp, 
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Imp.  Hold,  coufin,  there  I  think  you  mud  be 
^yrong  ;  for  I  myfelf  was  wont  to  hear  Immanuel, 
(who  you  know  could  not  lie)  refer  his  hearers  to  the 

feripture  for  the  refoluhon  of  all  douhtt. 

Dis,  That  is  nothing  at  all  to  the  purpofc,  coufin. 
I  readily  grant,  and  none  can  honellly  deny  it,  that 
the  feripture  is  the  ftandard  of  truth  ;  but  truth  and 
orthodoxy  are  two  things,  very  different,  and  fomc- 
times  diametrically  oppofite  to  one  another.  Bible 
doftrine  is  the  fame  in  all  ages  and  nations  ;  but  or¬ 
thodoxy  in  one  nation  differs  at  lead  as  much  from 
orthodoxy  in  another  nation,  as  the  feverd  climates 
do  from  one  another,  i o  go  no  faither  tnan  Bml- 
ain,  you  fee  what  is  foutli  of  the  Tweed  accounted 
the  pureft  religion  in  the  world,  is,  upon  travelling 
farther  towards  the  pole,  deemed  corrupt,  fupeifn- 


L  C4 


tious,  and  antichriftian.  So  it  is  vice  verja.  Mo 
over,  what  has  been  orthodox  and  apoftouck  in  one 
age,  has  had  the  misfortune  to  become  quite  hetere- 
dox  and  damnable  in  the  next  ;  lb  that  there  is  no 
certain  ftandard  of  orthodoxy  in  any  nation  :  But 


truth  is  always  the  fame,  and  knows  no  ftandard  but 
one. 


Indeed  the  fynod  of  Dort,  and  the  reformers  of 
the  Englifh  church,  have  done  what  mortal  men  could 
do  to  fix  an  everlafting  ftandard  of  orthodoxy,  by  ty¬ 
ing  all  future  profeffors  to  fublcribe  their  traditions. 
But  even  that  is  infufficient.  For  by  the  help  of 
mental  refervation,  many  fubferibe  contrary  to  their 
real  belief ;  and  others,  who  have  not  that  addrefs, 
even  go  without  a  benefice,  let  them  believe  the  Bi¬ 
ble  ever  fo  pioufly.  Yea,  I  have  known  manydeem- 
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cd  hereticks,  and  burned  at  a  (lake,  merely  for  believ¬ 
ing  the  Bible.  Orthodox  papffts,  orthodox  epifcopa-, 
orthodox  prefbyterians,  and  orthodox  congrega¬ 
tional  ills,  have  all  had  the  honour  of  putting  people 
to  death  for  their  want  of  orthodoxy  ;  that  is,  becaufe 
they  were  daring  enough  to  think  for  themfelves,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  known  maxims  of  the  orthodox  priefts  in. 
every  age.  \  ou  know,  it  is  obferyable,  that  the  or¬ 
thodox  are  condefcending  enough  to  fuller  other  peo- 
have  thought  for  them. 

Imp.  What,  coufin,  has  any  feft  of  Chriftians,  be- 
Aides  our  friends  the  papifts,  been  found  to  perfecute 
thofe  who  differed  from  them  ? 

Disc.  Yes,  coufin.  every  feci  who  has  at  any  time 
oecn  happy  enough  to  grafp  the  reins  of  government 
lor  the  time  being.  The  worthy  papifts  bore  the  bell 
of  orthodoxy  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fixty  years,  during  which  time  much  blood  was  fhed 
by  open  maiTacres,  fecret  affaffinations,  pretended  ju¬ 
dicatures,  acts  of  bloody  faith  ;  and,  at  laft,  to  finifh 
the  bloody  reign  of  antichrift,  England,  France,  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  valleys  of  Fiedmont  fwam  with 
the  gore  of  fuch  who  would  believe  the  Bible  fooner 
than  the  voice  of  the  priefts.  Queen  Mary’s  reign 
furnifhed  the  orthodox  in  her  day,  with  a  fine  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difcovering  their  zeal  for  the  church,  by 
murdering  thofe  who  believed  and  obeyed  the  Bible  • 
but  her  reign  being  fhort,  and  Elizabeth  afcending 
the  throne  upon  her  demife,  the  other  fcale  rofe  up 
permoft,  and  the  proteftants  in  their  turn  became* 

orthodox  ;  i.  e .  got  the  government  into  their 

hands. 
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O  the  violence  of  reputed  orthodoxy  !  Thofe  fame 

gentlemen  were  no  fooner  emerged  from  prifon  than 
they  alfo  let  the  world  know  that  they  were  not  to  he 
differed  from  with  impunity  ;  that  the  formula  of 
their  faith  and  worfhip  mult  be  regarded  with  as  im¬ 
plicit  obedience  as  that  in  the  former  reign  impofed 
by  the  papifts.  Now  the  prefbyterians,  independents, 
and  other  congregationaiifts,  felt  the  weight  of  their 
rage,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  zeal  for  orthodoxy,  and  the 
good  of  the  church.  Now  the  prifon-keepers  and 
their  friend  Matter  Ketch,  had  pretty  near  as  good  a 
run  of  trade  as  in  the  reign  of  Mary.  And  now  the 
wilds  of  America  began  to  be  well  peopled  with  En- 
glifh  proteftants  and  oppreffed  diffenters  ;  and  the 
good  epifcopalians  at  home,  kept  the  fleece  tg  them- 
felves,  and  had  all  the  good  of  the  church  before 
them.  But  thofe  faid  prefbyterians  and  independents, 
had  no  fooner  croffed  the  ocean  for  confcience  lake, 
and  found  themfelves  fecure  from  epifcopalian  rage, 
than  they  themfelves  commenced  orthodox,  and  let 
up  their  own  formula  as  the  ftandard  of  religion,  to 
which  they  required  as  implicit  fubmiffion  from  oth¬ 
ers  as  the  good  bifhops  of  England  had  ere  while 
dene  from  themfelves  ;  and  now  the  poor  amipedo* 
baptifts  and  quakers  were  taught,  that  a  mittimus  is  a 
mittimus,  whether  it  is  figned  by  a  papitt,  an  epifco¬ 
palian,  or  a  prefbyterian  ;  and  that  fentence  of  death 
is  to  be  dreaded  as  much  from  the  mouth  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  as  of  the  former.  Thofe  fame  diffenters,  who 
had  fo  lately  found  Old  England  too  hot  for  them¬ 
felves,  by  the  growings  of  prieftjy  zeal  for  orthodoxy, 
fqon  made  New  England  too  hot  for  the  poor  qua- 

kers 
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kers  and  antipedobaptifts  ;  who,  to  efcape  the  rage 
for  prefbytery,  fled,  the  one  to  Pennfylvania  and  the 
other  to  Rhode-Ifland,  that  they  might  not  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  worfhip  God  according  to  other  people’s 
confciences,  and  contrary  to  their  own. 

Inf.  So  then  the  old  fpirit  of  calling  down  fire 
from  heaven  upon  hereticks,  or  tliofe  who  walk  in  a 
different  way,  it  feemshas  prevailed  in  modern  times 
as  well  as  of  yore.  O  what  a  mafic  is  that  !  human 
rage  in  the  charaQer  of  godly  zeal  !  It  is  wonderful 
to  fee  people  glorifying  the  prince  of  liberty,  by  {hut¬ 
ting  their  brethren  up  in  a  dungeon  for  confcience 
fake  ;  worfhipping  the  Saviour  of  men’s  lives  by  put¬ 
ting  people  to  death,  becaufe  they  will  worfhip  him 
in  a  different  form  ;  and  it  is  as  wonderful  that  the  am- 
baffadors  of  peace,  as  they  call  themfelves,  fhould  be 
the  principal  agents  of  this  violence. 

Dis.  But  for  the  ambaffadours,  perfecution  had 
never  been  knowm  in  the  world,  fir.  The  laity  have 
fo  little  zeal  for  God,  that  they  would,  if  not  mitigat¬ 
ed  by  the  clergy,  fufFer  men  to  wrorfhip  him  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  belt  underltanding  they  have  of  his  mind 
revealed  in  the  Bible.  But  the  ambaffadours  are 
quite  of  another  opinion  ;  for,  by  them,  it  is  deter¬ 
mined,  that  God  fhall  be  worfhipped  in  the  very 
mode  by  them  directed,  or  he  fhall  not  be  wTorfhip- 
ped  at  all,  if  they  can  help  it.  The  honour  of  perfe¬ 
ction,  alias  punifhing  of  hereticks,  mult  all  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  reverend  amhafiadours. 

Imp.  By  ambaffadours,  I  fuppofe,  coufin,  you 
mean  popifh  prielts,in  contradiftinQion  from  proteflant 
minifters; 

Dis, 
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D's  I  mean  both  papifts  and  proteftants,  coufin  j 
and  with  me  it  is  not  very  cafy  to  determine  which 
bpd  deferve  the  honourable  appellation. 

But  to  return  to  my  dory.  I  taught  the  refpeaa- 
ble  Pharifees  in  general  the  life  of  my  inftruments, 
which,  as  you  faw  in  the  late  experiment,  perfectly  in- 
verteth  every  objeft  ;  and  fo,  by  my  prudent  man¬ 
agement,  thofe  very  people,  held  to  be  the  molt  te- 
ligious  of  the  Jews,  were  wrought  up  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
cree  of  felf-conceit,  as  to  fit  them  for  executing  the 
will  of  the  devil  ;  ftill  fuppofing  that  they  were  do¬ 
ing  good  fervice  to  the  God  of  Ifrael.  Contemplat¬ 
ed  under  the  reflection  of  my  ingenious  inftruments, 
thofe  Pharifees,  who  were  darknefs  itfelf,  conlidered 
themfelves  as  angels  of  light,  and  each  became  fo  en¬ 
amoured  of  his  own  perfonal  excellence,  that  ail  who 
were  not  of  their  feft  and  perfuafion,  were  held  in 
the  molt  confummate  abhorrence  ;  as  accurfed,  and 
ignorant  of  their  traditions,  yea,  even  enemies  to  the 


Almighty. 

Thev  viewed  Immanuel,  the  bnghtnefs  of  the 
-Father’s  glory,  and  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon, 
by  the  help  of  my  gtafles,  in  which,  to  them,  he  ap¬ 
peared  as  one  come  from  Beelzebub,  and  performing 
miracles  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  the  great  apoltatu. 


His  immediate  difciples  were,  indeed,  men  of  whom 
the  world  was  not  worthy  ;  yet,  viewed  by  the  help 
of  thefe  notable  inftruments,  they  appeared  as  crea¬ 
tures  the  molt  defpicable.  Although  men  o!  peace¬ 
ful  principles,  willing  to  fpend  and  hp  fpent  for  the 
good  of  mankind,  they  were  held  to  be  enemies  to 
jbe  publick  good  1  men  who  turned  the  world  upfide 

down ; 
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down  ;  unworthy  of  a  dwelling  in  the  tents  of  human¬ 
ity,  and  therefore  thru  ft  out  of  the  world  with  vio¬ 
lence.  Such  wonderful  works  were  accomplifhed  of 
old,  by  the  help  of  thefe  amazing  inftruments,  and 
ftill  they  are  as  ever  perfefl,  and  fit  for  operation. 

Even  at  this  day,  when  the  whole  fyftem  of  reveal¬ 
ed  truth  is  examined  by  my  inverting,  mirror,  it  is 
mifapprehended  as  cunningly  devifed  fables  ;  a  well 
concerted  fyftem  of  falfehood ;  or  a  prieftly  impofition 
on  the  confciences  and  underftanding  of  the  laity. 
Yes,  my  fellow  deftrovers,  by  my  wife  government, 
many  who  value  themfelves  as  the  greateft  mafters  of 
reafon,  are  fo  abfolutely  ftupid  as  to  fuppofe  that  the 
eternal  God  has  left  men  at  large,  without  any  given 

law  or  revelation  of  his  mind,  to  which  their  fubmif- 

* 

fion  is  required.  Being  thus  ftupidly  abfurd,  you 
will  not  wonder,  that  the  fame  mafters  of  reafon  have 
been  ingenious  enough  to  find  out,  that  this  world,, 
unwieldy  as  it  is,  was  dexterous  enough  to  create  it- 
felf,  and  poffeffeth  wifdom  enough  to  be  its  own  gov- 
ernour. 

Inf.  By  your  leave,  coufin,  this  laft  part  of 
your  account  belongs  to  my  adminiftration.  You 
prefide  only  over  diffenfion  and  divifion.  I  want  to 
hear  fome  of  your  operations  of  this  kind. 

Dis.  True,  fir.  But  if  I  prefide  over  diffenfions, 
divifions,  animofities,  &c.  you  know  I  muft  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  ufc  proper  means,  by  which  my  works  are  to 
be  propagated  ;  for  I  am  not  like  thofe  human  fools, 
who  expcB;  the  end  without  ufing  the  means.  Be- 
fides,  fir,  that  one  devil  ffiould  affift  another,  is  by 
no  means  againft  the  laws  of  our  fraternity.  If  I,  to 

promote 
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promote  mv  beloved  difcord,  call  in  tbe  affiftance  of 
your  bewildering  influences  ;  I  alfo,  in  a  kmd  return, 
by  the  divifions  which  I  foment,  greatly  ftrengthen 
the  flavilh  bands  of  great  Infidelity.  Our  intcrcit 
being  mutual,  I  hope  the  worthy  Infidelis  will  never 
crumble  to  lend  me  all  poffible  affiftance,  in  ftriving 
to  make  this  earth,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  referable 
the  regions  of  the  damned.  Moreover,  our  great 
prince  and  parent  is  no  way  careful,  about  which  ol 
his  illuftrious  family  is  the  inftruraent  in  damning  a 
foul,  fb  that  the  work  of  damnation  is  ellefited. 

Inf.  I  have  no  objection,  coufin,  to  affifting  you, 
or  any  of  our  kindred.  All  I  defire  is5  to  have  guc 
notice  taken  of  my  influence.  Our  leading  view 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  the  deftru&ion  of  men,  in 
compliance  with  the  will  of  our  great  anceftor.  But 
1  detain  vou. 

j 

Dis.  The  ancient  pharifees  were  not  the  only 
dupes  I  have  had  in  the  world.  The  great  man  at 
Rome,  the  father  of  the  world,  and  head  of  the  church 
of  antichrift,  has  been  as  much  my  dupe  as  people  ‘of 
lefs  eminence,  as  I  fihall  fhew  you  in  the  fequel. 

Infid.  What,  coufin,  have  you  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  my  old  friend  ?  I  fiiould  like  to  know  how 
that  came  to  pars,  and  what  acquaintance  you  have 
with  him. 

Disc.  I  accomplifhed  it  in  the  following  manner. 
Firlt  I  prefented  his  fupreme  holinefs,  with  a  pair  of 
my  inftruments,  of  the  right  luciferian  conflruQion, 
on  purpofe  that  he  might,  by  their  affiftance,  try  all 
the  bulls  he  fliouid  publilh,  and  all  the  caufes  which 
fhould  come  before  him.  For  it  ought  to  be  obferved5 
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the  time  was,  when  the  whole  world  wondered  after 
his  infallible  judgment.  Infallible,  fo  given  out,  and 
fo  for  many  ages  received.  Yea,  fo  powerful,  fo  ef- 
ficacious  has  been  the  word  of  his  holinefs,  that  ere 
now  his  very  breath  has  blown  the  crown  off  from 
the  head  of  one  prince,  upon  that  of  another.  So 
very  extenfive  his  fovereign  fway,  that  to  give  a 
kingdom  to  a  devoted  friend,  was  no  more  to  him, 
than  to  give  a  muff  of  fneezing  would  be  to  a  trufty 
highlander. 

From  the  ufe  of  my  inftruriients,  there  arifes  a  ne- 
ceffity  that  his  holinefs’s  bulls,  &c.  Ihould  be  the  moll 
perfect  antichriftianifm  ;  fo  that  in  the  inverting  mir¬ 
ror  they  may  affume  the  likenefs  of  unerring  truth. 
It  is  the  fame  with  the  perfons  and  things  which  the 
hoary  father  is  concerned  with  ;  the  fentence  is,  in 
general,  contrary  to  the  real  intrinlick  merit  of  the 
i>arty  or  caufe.  Hence  we  find  a  turbulent  Becket 
canonized  for  a  faint,  and  placed  among  the  Roman 
deities  ;  and  a  pious  Cranmer  condemned  to  the 
Lake.  Regicide  is  rewarded  as  meritorious,  whilft 
walking  according  to  the  didiates  of  confcience  is 
held  altogether  damnable,  both  in  this  and  the  fu¬ 
ture  world. 

From  the  proper  application  of  this  mirror,  popilh 
bulls,  decrees  of  councils,  canons  of  churches,  human 
compofed  formulas  of  worfhip,  are  luppofed  to  be 
Lamped  with  divine  authority  ;  whilft  the  Bible,  that 
only  revelation  of  the  divine  mind,  is  confidered, 
not  only  as  infuflicient  to  fhew  to  men  the  way  of  fal- 
vation,  but  even  dangerous  to  be  read  by  the  laity  ; 
and  is  abfolutely  forbidden  their  ufe^left  by  knowing 
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too  much  of  the  will  of  God,  they  Ihould  penffi  from 
the  popifh  faith.  So  the  good  old  vicar  obl.ges  the 
laity  to  go  to  hell  blindfolded  without  complaining. 

Nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that  cither  his 
holinefs  the  pope,  or  the  writers  of  the  fcriptures, 
muft  be  miftaken.  The  former  fays,  the  Bible  is 
dark,  myfterious,  difficult  to  be  underftood,  and 
even  dangerous  to  the  fouls  of  men  ;  whereas  th>_ 
latter  fay,  the  fcripture  way  of  falvation  is  fo  plain 
and  eafy,  that  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a  ftranger, 
though  even  a  fool,  lhall  not  err  therein.  The  pope 
has,  for  weighty  reafons,  been  pleafed  to  forbid  the 
nfe  of  the  fcriptures,  under  the  heavy  penalty  of 
death  and  damnation  ;  Jefus,the  author  of  the  Bible, 
commands  all  men  to  learch  the  fcriptures  ;  and  his 
ipirit  in  Paul,  applauds  this  conduQ.  in  the  noble  Be- 
reans.  Surely  this  points  out  the  very  perfon  of  an- 
tichrift.  His  holinefs  at  Rome,  and  all  other  great 
leaders  of  the  church,  are  of  opinion  that  the  fcrip¬ 
ture  is  not  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  be  the  guide  of  eon- 
fcience,  the  rule  of  faith  and  praftice,  therefore  can¬ 
ons,  creeds,  liturgies,  &c.  are  introduced  to  make 
the  formula  of  worfhip  more  complete.  But  Paul 
the  apoftle  tells  mankind,  that  the  fcripture  is  able, 
through  God,  to  make  them  wife  to  falvation.  So 
that  the  one  or  the  other  mull  needs  be  miftaken. 

Imp.  His  holinefs  of  Rome,  v/as  in  the  right  to 
forbid  reading  of  the  Bible,  and  they  find  their  ac¬ 
count  in  fo  doing.  The  old  Bible,  I  am  told,  toler¬ 
ates  even  a  gofpel  minifter  to  lead  about  a  wife,  but 
confines  him  to  one  only.  Therefore  this  Bible  did 
not  fuit  my  good  friends  of  the  priefthood-  But  the 
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pope’s  Bible,  which  forbids  to  marry,  and  enjoins  an 
unreferved  auricular  confeffion,  gives  the  gentlemen 
of  the  cloth  an  opportunity,  under  the  pretence  of 
being  righteous  more  than  others,  of  being  Iafcivious 
to  the  uttermoff,  and  to  defile  all  the  nuns  in  the 
convent.  What  full  fed  friar  would  not  choofe  a 
free  admiffion  into  fuch  a  ieraglio,  rather  than  be  con¬ 
fined  by  facred  rharriage,  to  one  only  wife  ?  With 
them  it  is  a  rule,  that  much  pleafure  arifes  from  va¬ 
riety. 

D  isc.  So,  coufin,  I  find  you  are  acquainted  with 
our  old  friends,  the  priefts  of  Rome. 

Imp.  I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  them. 
Why,  coufin,  the  greateft  part  of  them  dwell  in  my 
canton  of  literal  fornicators,  and  they  are  all  freemen 
in  the  diftrict  of  myftical  whoredom. 

Dis.  I  have  taken  care  to  furnifh  every  true  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Italian  church,  with  a  partial  telefcope,  by 
the  help  of  which  he  takes  a  falfe  view  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  of  all  other  communities  whatever  ;  and  in  the 
very  fpirit  of  the  ancient  pharifees,  holds  all  to  be 
accurfcd  who  are  not  of  his  communion*  By  thefe 
means  alfo,  the  holinefs  of  real  faints  is  called  herefy, 
and  the  herefy  of  the  papifts  obtains  the  name  of  ho¬ 
linefs.  The  will-worihip,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry, 
of  thofe  fons  of  the  myflick  whore,  they  call  piety* 
wliilft  the  pure  fpiritual  worfhip  of  God,  in  Chrifl,  is 
by  them  termed  fchifm  and  herefy. 

In  my  inftruments  the  papilts,  in  general,  view  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Immanuel,  as  the  ground  of  man’s 
acceptance  with  God,  and  therefore,  fay  they,  66  It  is 
all  chimera*  a  meer  fhadow,  a  doftrine  of  licentious 
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tendency,  unfit  to  be  publilhed  amongft  mankind.*' 
But  when  they  confider  their  own  perfonal  merit,  by 
the  help  of  my  telefcope,  they  are  raViflied  with  their 
own  fuppofed  excellency.  44  A  righteoufnefs  of  our 
own,”  fay  they,  44  is  a  work  of  fubftance,  and  will  bear 
our  dependence  .  Here  is  righteoufnefs  of  my  own 
working  out,  enough  to  obtain  the  favour  of  God,  and 
to  fpare.  BlefTed  be  my  own  hands  for  working  out 
my  falvation,  and  more  than  my  falvatiori.  Adored  be 
my  own  heart  for  pofleffing  more  than  holinefs  fufficient 
to  bring  me  to  heaven.”  Of  the  fame  opinion  is  the 
Rev.  Mr.  }ohn  Wefley,  with  whom  it  is  plain,  that  the 
grace  of  God  is  infufficient  to  faitation,  without  the 
co-operation  of  the  creature  ;  who  yet  is  confeffedly 
incapable  of  doing  any  thing  aright.  There  is  a  very 
hear  relation  between  the  old  gentleman  at  Rome,  and 
his  kinfman  at  the  Foundry.  Both  are  popes,  though 
the  latter  is  much  more  diminutive  than  the  former. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  whole  affemblage  of 
priells,  took  it  into  their  heads  to  promote  their  own 
religion,  and  to  fupprefs  that  which  had  any  tenden¬ 
cy  to  leflen  the  importance  of  the  facerdotal  order. 
For  their  more  fuccefs  they  inquired  of  my  mirror, 
as  an  oracle,  for  direction  as  to  means  mod  proper 
for  the  purpofe.  Anfwer  was  given,  44  By  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  fword.”  Therefore,  in  the  popifh  Bible,  it 
is  written,  44  Thofe  who,  in  contempt  of  holy  church, 
fhall  take  upon  them  to  live  according  to  the  dictates 
of  conference  and  feripture,  fhall  die  the  death,  and 
their  eftates  (hall  be  confifcated  to  the  prince  of  the 
realm,  provided  always  that  one  full  moiety  of  every 
fifch  el  late  (hall,  without  deduction,  be  returned  to  his 
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holinefs  at  Rome,  the  prince  over  the  kings  of  the  earth. 
Moreover, whoever  fhall  befitate  about  yieldinghiscon- 
fcience  to  the  guidance  of  the  pried,  and  fhall  not  with 
apparent  willingnefs  bind  his  foul  to  the  horns  of  the 
pontifical  altar,  fhall  be  deemed  and  damned  for  an 
heretick ;  that  is,  fhall  be  burned  out  of  this  world  at 
a  ftake,  and  fhall  burn  forever  in  the  world  to  come, 
according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  merciful  holinefs.” 

Inf.  Ah,  coufin,  the  devil  was  fadly  outwitted  in 
that  affair  ;  for  although  the  burning  of  hereticks 
was  a  pleafmg  diverfion  to  our  good  friends  the 
priefts  for  the  time  being,  it  has  brought  them  into 
contempt  which  will  prove  everlafting.  Having  fet 
the  world  upon  reflection,  it  is  now  found,  to  our 
grief,  that  the  religion  of  Jefus  has  no  connexion  with 
a  fpirit  of  intolerance,  which,  wherever  it  obtains,  is 
known  to  be  the  fpirit  of  antichrift.  One  would  re¬ 
ally  fuppofe,  that  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  has  quite 
forgotten  the  injunftion  given  his  predeceffor,  to  ceafe 
from  the  ufe  of  the  fword  and  let  it  abide  in  its  fheath, 
feeing  he  accounts  its  edge  to  be  the  molt  convincing 
of  all  arguments.  But  I  interrupt  your  dory,  coufin. 

Dis,  Often  have  I  feen  the  whimfical  hermit  and 
fantadical  devotee,  take  an  ample  view  of  his  own 
religious  proceedings,  with  this  partial  telefcope 
and  inverting  mirror,  and  thus  founds  the  voice  of 
felf-applaufe  from  the  hermetical  cell  at  the  bottom 
of  Sinai,  or  on  the  top  of  Ararat.  Lo,  what  an 
high  degree  of  holinefs  my  own  felf-denial  and  afib 
duity  have  procured  me.  Behold  !  what  great  good 
my  crucifixion  of  the  flefh,  and  reparation  from  the 

world  have  wrought  out  for  me  ;  for  which  I  may 

thank 


J)ia).  i 3-J  ©F  DEVILS.  ij$ 

thank  my  o\vrt  refojution.  By  my  pious  diligence  I 
have  attained  holinefs  fufficient  to  qualify  me  for, 
and  good  works  more  than  enough  to  entitle  me  to 
heaven.  Happy  I,  who  have  mhde  luch  a  good  im¬ 
provement  of  my  time  !  Unlike  to  thole  indolent 
people  who*  when  they  die,  are  obliged  either  to  pur- 
chafe  their  pardons  at  an  advanced  price,  or  to  he  for 
ages  in  the  flames  of  purgatory,  burning  away  their  ie- 
bellions.  I  {hall  get  fafe  to  heaven  without  fo  hutch 
as  touching  at  that  flariiing  prifon  on  my  journey. 

Imp.  Dear  coufin,  how  I  have  laughed  ;  laughed 
myfelf  out  of  breath,  ftrong  and  healthy  as  my  lungs 
are,  to  fee  the  papal  penitent,  after  he  has  in  holy 
2eal  whipt  himfelf  with  the  cat-o’-nine-tails,  for  the 
length  of  feveral  ftreets,  till  the  impious  offending 
gore  has  laid  on  the  ftones.  Enamoured  with  his 
own  fortitude  in  fo  belabouring  the  finful  flefh,  I 
have  feen  him,  after  his  penitential  work  Was  finifhed, 
examine  every  ftripe  by  the  help  of  my  valuable  in- 
ftruments,  and  as  he  viewed  he  cried  with  the  voice  of 
exultation,  66  Ah  how  infatuated  are  thofe  who  hope  to 
get  to  heaven  in  k  whole  fkin ;  without  mortifying  and 
punifhing  the  wicked  flefh  !  To  expofe  tbemfelves  to 
fuch  fevere  exercifes  in  the  difeipline  of  purgatory,  for 
want  of  devotion  enough  to  fiibmit  to  the  difeipline  of 
the  church,  how  impious  !  But  I  fiiali  have  a  fpeedy 
entrance  into  happinefs  on  my  diffolution ;  for  I  mor¬ 
tify  the  members  of  this  body,  and  thefe  wounds  relig- 
ioufly  infli6led  voluntarily  by  my  own  hand,  will  be  as 
fo  many  mouths  to  intercede  for  me  with  the  Almighty/’ 
Avar.  So  then,  coufin,  the  intcrccffion  of  Im¬ 
manuel  is  quite  out  of  the  queflion,  with  your  pen*- 
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tents,  I  perceive.  And  indeed  thofe  people  who 
can  whip  themfelves  to  heaven,  cannot  have  much 
need  of  his  advocacy  and  interceffion.  If  the  whip, 
well  applied,  can  fave  a  man  frotli  defiruftion,  one 
would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  Immanuel  might  have 
faVed  himlelf  the  expenfe  of  fuch  bloody  bufferings 
and  agonizing  forrow7s  as  he  underwent. 

Dis.  That  is  true,coufin;  but  their  firft  concern  isnot 
with  Immanuel,  but  his  holinefs  the  pope.  Not  about 
the  favour  of  God,  but  that  of  his  reverence  the  prieft^ 
who  is  thought  to  have  all  the  orators  of  heaven  under 
his  influence.  Therefore,  thole  that  hope  for  favour 
with  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  muft  be  very  careful  not 
to  lofe  the  good  graces  of  the  parfon ;  for  it  is  thought, 
that  no  man  can  meet  with  a  cordial  reception  in  the  oth¬ 
er  v/orld,  but  what  brings  proper  credentials  with  him 
from  the  ghofily  guide  of  his  confcience  in  this.  But 
Death  is  a  wonderful  infiructor,  and  teaches  the  poor 
beguiled  criminals,  leffons  which  they  never  thought  of 
in  life ;  and  amongfl  others,  this  important  one.  That  the 
favour  of  the  pope  andpriefl  can  be  no  more  fcrvice 
to  a  dying  man,  than  the  favour  of  Mahomet. 

When  the  true  born  Tons  of  the  fcarlet  whore,  arc 
pleafed  to  view  the  pi*oteftants  with  my  telefcope,  in¬ 
dignation  rifes  in  the  heart  ;  and  thus  they  give  vent 
to  their  zeal  and  vengeance  :  44  Ah  what  a  goodly 
heaven  would  it  be  to  fee  thofe  hereticks  broiling 
the  flames  of  hell  !  When  fhall  vengeance  fall  to 
the  uttermoft  upon  thofe.  who  dare  defpife  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  church  and  its  holy  high  prieft  ?” 

In  fid.  It  is  allowed  on  all  hands  in  the  church  of 
Rome;  that  to  prpteft  again#  the  pope’s  fupremacy, 
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and  difbeUeve  his  infallibility  is  the  fin  unpardonable  ; 
for  which  no  difpenfation  whatever  can  be  obtained 
from  the  clergy,  however  much  their  fo  doing  may 
be  approved  in  heaven.  And  it  is  an  article  of  tuc. 
papal  faith,  that  fire  and  faggot,  rack  and  gibbet,  arc 
the  mod  convincing,  or  rather  invincible  of  all  argu¬ 
ments,  therefore  never  to  be  omitted  in  the  ejeofiou 
of  religious  difputes. 

Imp.  When  we  conftder,  fir,  that  his  hokneis  of 
Rome  is  not  fuch  an  able  logician  as  Jefus  of  Naza¬ 
reth,  and  hath  a  religion  very  different  from  his  to 
defend,  we  muff  allow  that  he  is  in  the  right  of  it  to 
reafon  with  the  edge  of  the  coercive  weapon,  i  iau- 
dulent  religion  is  liable  to  many  difaQvantages  to  whicn 
truth  is  not  fubjeft  ;  and  although  the  one  will  eternally 
{land  of  itfelf,  againfl  all  the  machinations  of  darknefs, 
the  other  will  require  the  afiiftance  of  violence  and 
intolerance  to  uphold  it.  Who  then,  can  blame  their 
papal  reverences  for  pulling  the  fword  from  its  fcab- 
bard,  in  order  to  convince  gainfayers  ?  I  have  feen  ma¬ 
ny, by  dint  of  found  reafoning,moit  grievoufiy  confound 
the  holy  fathers,  who  became  like  dumb  dogs  that  could 
not  bark  before  them,  in  a  moments  time  filenced  by  the 
end  of  a  cord,  or  feme  other  fuch  irrefutable  argument. 
Thefe  are  wonderful  ways  of  enlightening  the  confiden¬ 
ces  of  hereficks,  gentlemen.  But  I  pray  you,  couf- 
in,  have  you  no  concern  among  the  proteftants  ? 

D is.  Not  a  little,  coufin,  which,  to-morrow,  1  may 
give  you  fomc  account  of ;  but  dt  prefent  muft  for¬ 
bear,  the  ufuai  time  of  interview  being  elapfed.  A- 
<dieu.  my  kinfmen,  adieu. 
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I 

PlSCORDANS. 

\ 

YES,  gentlemen,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  I  afiure. 

you  my  advantages  by  thefe  inftruments  are 
great,  and  my  influence  even  over  proteftants  not  to 
be  defpifed.  Though,  it  is  true,  I  am  at  no  pains  to, 
prejudice  the  proteftants  againft  the  papifts,  or  to  make 
ufe  of  my  inftruments  in  order  to  render  the  latter 
more  difagreeable  than  they  really  are.  For,  whilft 
in  the  body,  it  is  impoffible  to"1  make  a  thorough  bred 
papift  more  diabolical  than  he  is  already.  I  leave  it 
therefore  with  the  proteftants  to  examine  theworfhip- 
pers  of  the  pope,  in  the  mirror  of  revealed  truth,  by 
which  the  antichfiftianifm  of  that  religion  is  fufticient- 
]y  detefted  ;  and  all  the  fallacy  of  prieftcraft  is  brought 
to  open  light.  But,  gjeat  is  the  bufinefs  which  I  do 
between  one  proteftant  and  another  ;  who,  although 
they  unanimoufly  agree  to  (hake  off  the  papal  yoke, 
are  moft  grievoufly  divided  among  themfelves.  They 
abominate  the  high  and  arrogant  pretenfions  of  Rome; 
yet  they  themfelves  are  feverally  the  moft  orthodox* 
and  drink  deeper  into  the  fpirit  of  popery  than  they 
are  perhaps  aware  of,  even  of  the  precious  fpirit  of 
intolerance  and  bigotry. 

When  a  zealous  churchman,  fuch  as  Sacheveral, 

or  his  lordfhip  of  L - ff,  or  a  Durell,  Nawel,  or 

Blackett,  examines  his  ownv  party  with  my  telefcope 
and  mirror  }  how  enamoured  is  the  good  man  on  the 
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difcovery  of  his  own  excellency  !  How  much  of  the 
felf  opinionated  drain  flows  from  his  boafting  bps  ! 

«  There  is  no  doubt,  fays  he,  but  our  church  is  truly 
apoftolical  ;  the  pureft  church  in  the  whole  world. 
We  hold  faft  the  form  of  found  words,  and  are  not 

forgetful  of  the  tradition  of  the  elders. 

Infid.  No,  coufin,  they  aye  not  forgetful  of  trad? 
tion  j  for  with  all  the  pompous  parade  of  lordly  pre 
lates,  there  is  not  a  fmall  part  of  the  epilcopalian  for¬ 
mula  that  derives  its  exiftence  from  the  tiaditiom  ot 
even  the  Romifh  fathers.  Cringing  and  courtieying 
when  the  name  of  Jefus  is  pronounced  ;  worflripping 
with  the  face  towards  the  cad  ;  keeping  of  lent,  and 
other  holidays,  befides  the  Chadian  Sabbath  ;  failing 
on  Fridays  j  croffing  in  baptifm,  with  a  great  many 
more,  are  all  fprung  from  the  Italian  fountain.  In 
like  manner  the  names  of  their  priefts  evidently  uiev/ 
that  the  pope  flood  godfather  at  their  chriftening. 
And  he  that  but  looks  on  their  canonical  robes,  mull 
be  inflantly  convinced  that  they  are  cut  in  the  true 
Italian  tafte.  However,  they  are  not  the  only  protei- 
tants  who  hanker  after  papal  cuftoms ;  for  even  the 
Geneva  cloke  itfelf  difeoversthe  tailor's  acquaintance 
with  the  Ihops  of  Italy.  And  yet  to  hear  the  Calvin- 
ifts  boaff  of  their  reformation  from  popery,  one  would 
think  \ye  could  not  find  fo  much  as  a  Aired  ot  the 
flrumpet’s  garments  witlnn  the  pale  of  their  prelbytery. 

Dis.  It  is  a  rule  with  mankind  in  general,  to  look 
out  narrowly  for  the  mote  in  the  eye  of  another, 
whilft  they  tenderly  pafs  by  the  beam  which  is  in 
their  own  eye  ;  and,  as  we  have  brought  the  world 
into  fuch  a  ftate  of  difordpr,  it  is  no  difficult  matter 

S4  ’  ~  *  fo*' 


38c  D  I  A  LOG  UE  S  [Dial  14. 

for  the  eye  of  jealoufy  to  find  faults  enough.  Some- 
times  I  clap  my  telefcope  to  the  eye  of  a  true  fon  of 
the  church,  and  direft  him  to  furvey  the  whole  body 
of  diffenters  ;  he  obeys,  and  then  exclaims,  w  Thefe 
fame  roundheads  are  fchifmaticks,  prone  to  ftrife  and 
(edition  ;  felf-fufficient,  turbulent,  and  uneafv  bigots ; 
haters  of  apoftolick  difcipline,  and  lovers  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  who  therefore  fpit  in  the  face  of  their 
mother,  and  wickedly  leave  the  purefl  church  io  the 
world.” 

Imp.  I  pray  you,  coufin,  ait?  there  none  apoftolical 
befides  the  epifcopalians  ? 

Dis.  O  yes,  coufin  Impiator;  all  are  apoftolical, 
if  their  own  teftixnony  is  to  be  credited.  All  the  Rom- 
iih  clergy  are  apoftolical,  and  give  it  out  that  Peter 
the  fifnerman  was  their  greatgrandfather.  The  church 
of  Scotland  is  aifo  apoftolical,  and  the  power  of  the 
twelve  apoftles  is  thought  to  have  been  transferred  to 
the  Scotch  prefbytery.  The  independents  are  apof¬ 
tolical  alfo,  on  account  of  the  foundnefs  of  their  doc- 
trine,  and  regularity  of  fome  part  of  their  difcipline. 
But  both  they  and  the  north  country  clergymen  la¬ 
bour  under  fome  difadvantages ;  for  the  latter  have 
loft  the  deed  of  transfer,  which  conveyed  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  apoftles  unto  the  prefbytery  ;  and  the  for¬ 
mer  are  unhappy  enough  to  be  unable  to  produce  ei¬ 
ther  precept  or  precedent  from  the  apoftles  for  infant 
fprinkling,  which  is  notwuthftanding  a  foundation  doc¬ 
trine,  and  by  them  accounted  chriftian  baptifm.  The 
baptifts,  or,  as  the  independents  and  methodifts  re- 
fpeflfully  call  them,  anabaptifts,  you  may  be  fare,  are 
not  lefs  apoftolical  than  their  neighbours,  having, 
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befides  all  the  advantages  claimed  by  tne  .independ, 
ents,  the  enjoyment  of  baptiftn  according  to  the 
primitive  inftitution.  So  that  no  defeft  whatever, 
in  point  of  a  gofrel  (pint,  can  hinder  them  from 

being  apolfohcal. 

Even  Mr.  Wefley  and  his  preachers  give  tbem- 
felves  out  to  be  apoftolical,  notwithftanding  Mr.  Web 
ley  aliens  that  falvation  is  by  works,  which  the  apoi- 
tle  Paul  denied.  No  contradiction  whatever  will  hin¬ 
der  the  teachers  of  the  people  from  confidering  them- 
felves  as  apoftolical.  When  I  am  ufed  to  attend  the 
Sandemanian  church,  after  fervice  time,  and  divert 
xnvfeif  with  their  playing  at  blindrnan’s  buff,  I  co  rife  Is 
1  could  not  cal'iiy  gather  from  what  part  of  the  apol- 
tles’  conduct  they  derived  their  warrant  for  this  game  ; 
any  more  than  for  cards,  (kittles,  attending  plays  and 
mafquerades,  going  to  VauxhaU,  Ranelagh,  See.  See. 
and  yet  this  is  the  only  apoholick  church  in  the  world 

in  its  own  eiteem,  taken  in  its  proper  connections. 

*  ~ 

However,  it  is  laid,  fome  of  the  old  eft  pillars  of  the 
church  having  had  their  fhins  repeatedly  broken,  and 
the  elders’  nofes  having  been  fmitten  even  to  blood- 
fhed,  they  have  laid  afide  that  dangerous  play  of 
blindman’s  buff,  fo  very  apoftolical  a  few  years  ago, 
and  have  found  out  ways  and  means  of  becoming  lit¬ 
tle  children,  lefs  dangerous  and  more  becoming  their 
infant  capacities,  by  which  they  may  fpend  the  even¬ 
ing  of  every  Sabbath. 

Imp.  By  your  leave,  coufin,  I  have  often  been 
puzzled  to  find  out  how  it  is  the  prelates  of  the 
church  of  England  came  to  be  apoftolical  ;  and  I 
proteft  I  cannot,  af^pr  all,  unriddle  the  myftery.  I 
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have  heard  my  father  fay,  that  the  apoftles  were  nev¬ 
er  conlecrated  to  any  fee  whatever  in  England,  and 
that  there  was  not  half  the  number  of  apoftles  there 
fire  of  prelates  even  in  this  ifland.  Moreover,  I  have 
heard  him  fay,  the  archbifhops  and  bilhopsof  the  En- 
gliflr  church  are  the  fucceffors  of  the  arch-flamins  and 
flainins,  the  dignitaries  of  the  old  Britifh  pagan 
church,  prior  to  the  days  of  Lucius.  Now  if  they 
hold  the  honours  and  revenues  of  the  pagan  clergy¬ 
men,  how  is  it  that  they  are  apoftolical  p  Is  it  becaufe 
the  name  is  changed  from  flarpin  to  bifhop,  or  how  ? 

Certain  it  is  the  Englifh  bifhops  mull  be  of  a  more 
noble  order  than  the  apoftles.  They  are  lord  bifh¬ 
ops  ;  they  poftefs  great  revenues  ;  they  are  clothed 
in  foft  raiment,  and  dwell  in  kings  courts  ;  they  are 
too  high,  too  polite,  too  dignified,  to  preach  in  a  com 
mon  aflcmbly,  or  indeed  in  any  other,  more  than  twice 
or  thrice  a  year.  But  the  apoftles  were  men  of  mean 
extraftion,  not  Lords,  not  Eight  Reverends  ;  plain 
Paul,  Peter,  James,  &c.  they  were  contented,  if  their 
revenues  would  purchafe  food  and  raiment  for  them; 
they  feldom  appeared  among  great  men,  in  kings, 
courts,  otherwife  than  in  quality  of  prifoners  ;  they 
were  willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent,  in  preaching  the 
gofpel  to  all  people,  and  on  all  occafions  ;  they  had 
no  carriages,  no  equipages  ;  they  had  nothing  to  glo¬ 
ry  of  but  their  afflictions,  which  fell  upon  them  in  ev-. 
ery  place  wherever  they  came. 

Infid.  There  is  fome  weight  in  your  reafoning, 
my  fon,  and  they  will  underhand  it  hereafter.  But, 
in  the  mean  while,  it  is  not  clever  in  the  churchmen, 

however  zealous,  to  charge  the  nonconformifts  with 
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having  feparated  from  .he  church.  The  church  of 
England,  in  her  rubric!,  defines  a  church  to  be  “  a 
congregation  of  faithful  men,  where  the  word 
preached,  and  the  ordinances  are  admimflxrcd  , 
from  v/hence  it  is  plain,  a  church  may  meet  in  ahoule 
which  has  never  a  fteeple  ;  and  a  man  may  leave  the 
j,pUfe  of  parilh  worfhip,  or  what  is  called  the  parifh 
church,  and  yet  cleave  to  a  congregation  of  faithful 
men  and  women,  where  the  ordinances  are  adminiU 
tered  and  the  word  preached,  which  the  rubrick,  as 
before  obferved,  acknowledges  to  be  the  true  church. 
Churches  are  built  of  living  (tones,  which  never  a 
parifh  church  nor  cathedral  in  England  is  ;  therefore 
a  departure  from  them  can  never,  with  propriety,  be 
faid  to  be  a  fchifm  in  the  church.  My  good  friend, 
;he  high  church  man,  is  fomewhat  unkind  to  the  non, 
conformifts  in  this  affair. 

Dis.  I  allow  it,  fir.  But  I  affureyou  the  noncon- 
formift  perfectly  underftands  the  law  of  retaliation, 
find  is  an  adept  in  the  ufe  oi  my  lpitruuicnts.  In 
fome  zealous  hour  of  felf-approbation  you  may  hear 


his  thoughts  about  the  epifcopalians.  u  Thefc  epiico- 
palians,  fays  he,  tbefe  mongrels,  are  inonfters  in  relig¬ 
ion  ;  like  Ephraim,  they  are  neither  baked  nor  un¬ 
baked,  but  like  a  cake  not  turned  ;  neither  good  pro- 
teftants  nor  right  papilts.  Partly  they  worfhip  God, 
and  partly  they  obey  the  pope.  What  confiftency 
can  there  be  in  fuch  a  jumbled  religion  ?  Can  there 
be  any  good,  where  there  is  fo  much  papal  drofs  and 
refufe  ?  Any  true  religion,  where  there  is  fo  much 
falfe  traditional  fuperftition  ?  Can  there  be  any 
thing  of  the  fubftance,  where  there  is  fo  much  of  the 
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fhadow  ?”  So  you  fee  there  is  never  a  feft  of  pro- 
teftants,  but  will  occafionally  do  the  devil  a  kindnefs,. 
in  their  treatment  of  one  another. 

In  fid.  This  language  of  the  nonconformifts  is  not 
general,  coufin  ;  for  there  are  many  who  can  believe 
that  a  perfon  may  really  be  faved,  although  even  not 
of  their  community  ;  and  that  all  who  differ  from 
them,  are  not  to  be  treated  as  abfolutely  enemies  to 
God  and  all  religion.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  the 
good  people  of  the  church  of  England  :  For  amongft 
them  you  will  find  fome  who  do  not  really  think  that 
every  diffenter  is  abfolutely  in  a  ftate  of  damnation, 
and  hope  at  leaft  that  a  man  may  efcape  hell,  even 
though  he  never  fets  his  foot  in  the  parifh  church. 
However,  I  have  often  been  highly  diverted  at  hearing 
the  church  parfon,  on  the  one  hand,  railing  againft  the 
neighbouring  diffenters  as  worfe  than  papifts,  inftead 
of  preaching  the  gofpel  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
diffenter,  with  the  greateft  dexterity,  bandying  back 
the  curfe  upon  his  reverence,  as  a  dog  that  barks  at 
the  fheep  of  Chrift.  Prejudice,  coufin,  deals  all  in 
extremes  ;  it  never  touches  on  the  middle  path  of 
judgment,  the  path  referved  for  the  gentle  fteps  of 
candour. 

Dis.  It  is  not  enough  that  I  perfuade  the  more 
bigoted  part  of  both  conformifts  and  nonconformifts, 
reciprocally  to  confider  each  other  as  the  avowed  and 
incorrigible  enemies  of  Chriftianity,  and  themfelves 
to  be  its  warmeft  votaries.  But  I  find  means  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  noncons  a  fight  of  jeach  other  in  my  celebrat¬ 
ed  telefcope,  and  each  to  treat  the  different  denomi¬ 
nations  with  as  much  rigour  and  injuftice,  as  if  they 

were 
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were  not  followers  or  did  not  profefs  to  be  followers 
of  one  and  the  fame  Saviour.  The  hotteft  epifcopa- 
!ian  rage  ever  felt  by  their  forefathers,  difcovered  not 
more  bigotry  than  what  fome  of  them  difcover  again!! 
one  another. 

I  was  greatly  edified  the  other  day  in  paying  a  vif- 
it  to  an  eminent  quaker,  who,  when  with  curious  eye 
he  was  examining  my  inftruments,  was  moved  by  the 
fpirit  of  felf-conceit,  to  examine,  try,  caft  and  con¬ 
demn  all  the  fefts  of  profeffors  around  him,  as  defti- 
tute  of  the  inward  power  of  religion  ;  and  thus,  hav¬ 
ing  the  telefcope  at  his  eye,  he  began  :  “  Friend 
Epifcopalius,  I  perceive  thou  art  fo  carried  away 
with  the  form,  that  thou  careft  not  for  the  power  of 
religion.  Vain  man,  fhadows  are  thy  delight,  and 
thou  little  regardelt  the  fubftance.  Doft  thou  think, 
friend  Epifcopalius,  that  the  fpirit  is  in  the  fervice- 
book  ?  Why  doft  not  thee  read  friend  Barclay’s  A- 
pology  ?  Doft  thou  fuppofe  that  Chriftian  minifters 
are  ever  to  be  feen  fhrouded  in  Romifti  weeds  and 
furplices  ?  How  Can  thy  fteeple-houfe  be  a  recep¬ 
tacle  of  the  meek  and  peaceful  faints,  when  there  is 
fuch  a  clinking  of  bells  from  the  top  of  it  ?  Is  it  not 
more  likely  a  fynagogue  of  Satan,  whofe  fervants  are 
turbulent  and  noify  ?  Thy  minifters  preach  for  hire, 
friend,  they  take  tithes  and  offerings  from  the  people, 
and  how  can  they  then  be  minifters  of  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
I  advife  thee,  friend  Epifcopalius,  to  confider  thy 
ways,  and  turn  to  the  light  within  thee  ;  then  thy 
priefts  will  let  one  fliirt  at  a  time  ferve  their  turn,  and 
will  no  longer  preach  for  tithes  and  offerings.  Then 
ftialt  thou  thyfelf  be  led  to  renounce  the  fantafies  of 
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this  vain  life,  and  folicit  neither  for  church  nor  ftate 
preferment,  but  wilt  content  thyfelf  with  getting 
money  in  a  way  of  trade,  like  our  felf-denying  breth- 
ren.  I  fay  again,  vain  man,  confider  how  worldly 
are  thy  practices. 

;s  As  for  you,  my  friends  of  the  prefbyterian  and 
independent  denominations,  I  allow  that  ye  do  not 
conform  to  the  corrected  mafs-book,  for  which  fome 
praife  is  due  to  you.  But,  alas  !  ye  conform  to  the 
world,  notwithftanding.  Look  ye,  friends,  your  wo¬ 
men  wear  ribbons  of  unholy  colours  ;  rings  of  gold, 
polluted  by  the  profane  hands  of  the  filverfmith  ; 
yea,  ruffles,  furbelows,  and  heads  frizzled  up  to  an  en¬ 
ormous  height,  of  downright  French  profanenefs ; 
your  women  are  ladies,  madams,  and  miffes,  all  of 
which  indicate  that  ye  are  deftitute  of  the  inward  pow¬ 
er,  and  negleQ;  to  look  to  the  light  within  you  Yea, 
examine  but  your  own  clothes,  ye  who  call  yourfelves 
gentlemen,  and  fee  what  irreligion  difeovers  itfelf  in 
every  part  of  their  fabrication.  Do  you  fee,  friends, 
your  parfons  wear  clothes  of  an  idolatrous  black,  and 
bands  ftarchcd  with  fuperftition,  after  the  manner  of 
popifh  and  epifcopalian  hirelings.  Ye  make  minifters, 
fprinkle  your  infants,  ufe  ordinances,  and,  like  all  oth¬ 
er  worldlings,  are  as  much  attached  to  fhadows,  as  it 
the  fubflancc  were  not  come  ;  yea,  your  clothes  in 
general  are  made  of  unholy  colours,  fuch  as  are  worn 
by  the  fervants  of  the  flefh  ;  ye  wear  buttons,  made 
of  metal  digged  out  of  the  bowrels  of  this  {inful  earth  ; 
even, pocket  holes  impioufly  gaping  in  the  fore  fkirts  of 
your  upper  garment  ;  and  to  add  to  the  height  of  your 

carnality,  your  hats  are  wickedly  cocked,  after  the  man¬ 
ner’ 
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ner  of  the  fons  of  anticbrift.  I  charge  you  all,  ye  pref- 
byterians  and  independents,  to  turn  to  the  light  with¬ 
in  you,  and  that  will  lead  you  to  the  fubftance.  I  hen 
will  ve  forfake  all  thefe  lying  and  worldly  vanities. 

u  a$  for  thee,  my  friend  Baptifmus,  (continued  the 
lerious  quaker)  thou  at  worfe  than  all  the  reft  ;  they 
have  fairly  given  up  fome  of  the  ordinances  which 
were  in  ufe  in  the  apoftles’  days,  but  thou  retained 
every  punhlilio  ;  in  this  therefore  thou  art  formal 
and  fuperftitious.  By  leading  of  people  to  fubmit  to 
ihofe  primitive  ordinances,  thou  difhonoureft  the 
light  within  thee,  which  teaches  thofe  who  obey  it  to 
defpife  ordinances,  as  thou  feeft  in  the  cafe  of  our 
brethren.  Beftdes,  tny  clothes,  are  or  a  ciaik  colour, 
like  thofe  of  other  hirelings  and  men-made  preach¬ 
ers.  Why  doft  thou  not  imitate  our  elders  in  wear¬ 
ing  cloth  of  a  religious  colour,  even  of  an  holy  dtabi* 
Obferve  me,  friend,  thy  hat  is  cocked  after  a  popiflr 
manner,  and  thou  weareft  a  button  and  loop  upon  it, 
after  the  falhion  of  antichrift:  Why  haft  tnou  not 
hooks  and  eyes  to  raife  it  only  to  a  half-bend,  after 
the  manner  of  the  fpiritual  ? 

“  It  appears  but  too  plainly,  friend  Baptifmus,  that 
thou  art  flill  in  the  world.  Thy  preachers  alfo  wear 
popilh  cambrick  on  their  bofoms,  preach  for  hire,  and 
aft'ume  the  epithet  of  reverend.  Thee  and  thy  friends 
make  a  mighty  buftle  about  what  thou  called:  the 
feripture.  I  pray  thee,  friend,  turn  thee  from  that 
dead  letter,  to  the  author  of  it  within,  fo  flialtthcube 
taught  to  contemn  ordinances,  as  we  do,  and  to  give 
honour  to  none  of  thy  fellow-creatures,  how.  much  io- 
ever  it  may  be  due. 


But 


288 


♦ 

t 

DIALOGUES  [Dial.  14; 

“  ^ut  thou,  my  friend  Wefley,  corned  more  near 
to  the  dandard  than  any  of  thy  neighbours.  Thy 
prieds  are  not  hirelings,  having  only  food  and  rai¬ 
ment,  and  thou  wifely  taked  care  of  the  red.  Nei¬ 
ther  are  they  of  human  manufacture,  but  afe  all  like 
unto  our  elders,  fent  forth  by  fpecial  cornmiflion 
from  heaven,  from  whence  thou  fayed  that  thou  de- 
rived  thy  own  cOmmidion. 

w  Thou  preached  the  free-agency  of  man  alfo,  and 
fhutted  none  out  from  heaven,  befides  thofe  who 
will  not  fulfil  thy  conditions,  or,  as  our  elders  fay,' 
refufe  to  obey  the  dilates  of  the  true  light  within 
them.  Ncverthelefs.  thou  failed  fhort  of  perfection; 
for  thdugh  thou  defpiled  the  bifhops  as  dumb  dogs, 
thou  art  mightily  taken  with  the  deeple  houfe  ;  and, 
although  thou  thyfelf  wilt  be  fubjeft  to  no  ordinance 
but  what  thou  thinked  meet,  thou  fuperditioufly  bind- 
ed  both  thy  preachers  and  people  to  the  obfervance 
of  every  rite  of  what  thou  called  the  church.  I  pray 
thee,  friend  John,  why  dod  thou  pinch  thy  belly  on 
Fridays  ?  What  feed  thou  in  the  fifth  hour  more 
than  in  the  ninth,  that  thou  fhoulded  fet  it  apart  for 
what  thee  called  devotion  ?  Why  fhoulded  thou  ex¬ 
hort  thy  preachers  to  read  the  fcriptures  with  thy  notes* 
to  read  thy  other  traCis  in  preference  to  all  others,  to' 
pray  at  certain  hours,  as  if  the  fpirit  were  at  their 
command,  and  to  preach  twice  every  day  of  their 
lives  ?  Thou  art  too  formal,  friend,  and  regarded  not 
duly  the  light  within  thee/’ 

In  fid.  And  fo  your  friend,  the  quaker,  is  pleafed 
to  tell  all  the  world,  that  he  is  polled  of  the  fpirit  of 

bigotry  and  felf-eonceity  However5  he  is  not  the  only 
.  bigot 
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bigot  in  the  world.  Bigotry  is  an  epidemical  diftem- 
per  among  mankind,  and  I  know  no  greater  bigots  than 
the  people  who  profefs  to  be  the  warmed  votaries  for 
unlimited  charity.  Who  was  ever  more  bigoted  than 
friend  Barclay  and  his  quaking  brethren  ?  Or  who 
in  the  world  is  more  bigoted  and  dogmatical  at  this 
day,  than  the  reverend  principal  of  the  Foundry,  that 
great  votary  for  univerfal  redemption,  and  the  fpon- 
taneous  agency  of  men.  So  very  highly  is  this  gen  ¬ 
tleman  edeemed,  by  many  of  his  people,  that  I  have 

heard  his  labours  extolled  above  thofe  of  Paul  the 

-  v  \  ■»  * 

apoftle  ;  and  indeed  himfelf  accounted  to  be  one  of 
the  two  witnefiTes,  fpoken  of  in  the  apocalypfe.  But 
in  this  they  muft.be  niiftaken,  unlefs  by  fackclotb, 
in  which  the  witneffes  prophefied,  we  are  to  under- 
ftand  prunella  ;  for  in  black  prunella,  inftead  of  fack- 
cloth,  has  all  the  prophecies  of  Mr.  John  been  pub« 
liilied. 

Dis.  My  friend,  the  quaker,  having  triumphantly 
furveyed  the  fuppofed  imperfeflions  of  his  neighbours, 
turned  the  telefcope  towards  himfelf  ;  then  gathering 
his  mufcles  into  a  fmile  of  felf  complacency,  he  faid, 
Yea,  it  is  evident  that  I  am  a  true  follower,  of  the 
light  within,  for  I  give  honour  to  no  man,  how  much 
foever  it  is  his  due  ;  prince  and  peafant,  noble  and 
ignoble,  are  all  the  fame  to  me,  my  fellow-creatures 
and  equals.  In  farther  obedience  to  the  inward  light, 
I  do  not  pray,  not  once  in  feven  years,  unlefs  mov- 
e*d  by  an  impulfe  from  the  fpirit.  My  inv/ard  Bible 
I  often  read  ;  but  the  dead  letter  of  external  ferip  * 
ture  I  leave  to  thofe  who  are  lond  of  Ihadows.  My 
raiment  too  is  all  made  of  an  approved  colour,  even 

T  of 
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offiandlified  drab  ;  and  my  linen  is  plain,  though  fine 
and  neatly  drefi.  Yea,  and  Martha,  my  good  wife, 
too,  is  feparated  from  the  world,  and  is  a  fuitable 
help-meet  to  a  fpiritual  man  ;  (lie  wears  nofurbeloes, 
no  profane  cardinals,  capuchins,  dominos,  &c.  but 
all  her  apparel  is  rich,  good,  and  plain,  becoming  a 
reparation  from  the  world. 

In  fi  d.  With  the  quaker’s  good  leave,  I  think  the 
faults  he  finds  in  his  neighbours,  are  but  like  gants 
when  compared  to  the  huge  camels,  which  to  my  cer¬ 
tain  knowledge  he  himfelf  can  fwallow  without  {train¬ 
ing.  Befides,  the  virtues  of  which  he  makes  his  boaft9 
even  fuppofing  them  to  be  virtues,  are  all  external, 
and  are  no  more  than  tithes  paid  of  annife,  mint,  and 
cummin,  whilft  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law  are 
negledled,  perhaps  even  by  this  precifian. 

Avar.  I  have  often  wondered  what  it  is,  that 
makes  a  drab  colour  more  religious  and  becoming 
than  another  ;  yet  certainly  it  mud  be  fo,  for  the 
quakers  are  wife,  very  wife,  and  coiild  not  be  im- 
pofed  on,  as  every  tradefman  who  deals  with  them  is 
ready  to  teftify.  Amongft  my  difciples,  I  have  heard 
amazing  accounts  of  the  wifdom  of  the  quakers,  and 
the  ufe  they  are  of,  in  teaching  even  novices  wifdom, 
by  their  provident  example.  However,  I  have  as 
much  wondered  what  the  papifts,  epifcopalians,  and 
every  other  fed!;  of  profeffors,  difcern  fo  amiable  and 
lovely  in  black,  as  to  induce  them  to  make  it  a  ca¬ 
nonical  colour  ;  and  almoft,  if  not  altogether,  effen- 
tial  to  the  miniftration  of  the  word.  No  doubt  they 
h,ave  heard  that  Beelzebub  is  faid  to  be  dreft  in 

raiment  of  the  cleepeft  black  ;  and  one  would  wonder 

they 
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they  fhould  defire  their  minifters  to  be  clothed  in  the 
fame  uniform,  feeing  they  profeffedly  have  declared 
war  againft  him  and  all  his  principalities.  Yet  fo  tf.  is ; 
for  any  other  than  dark  coloured  clothes  upon  a  min- 
ifter,  would  frighten  an  auditory  out  of  their  pews, 
and  the  bell;  of  fermons  would  not  be  worth  heating, 
if  the  preacher  were  not  invefted  in  the  facerdotal 

livery.  ,  -  ... 

Fast.  It  is  I,  my  friends,  even  I,  who  am  at  the 
bottom  of  that  religious  whim.  But  for  me,  white 
would  be  thought  to  become  the  pulpit  as  well  as 
black,  and  green  would  be  as  holy  as  grey.  I  call  it 
whim,  becaufe  the  greateft  of  the  Nazarenes,  in  an¬ 
cient  times,  knew  no  colour  which  was  moie  holy 
than  the  reft  ;  and  the  fame  clothes  in  "which  tue 
apoftie  Paul  made  his  tents,  ferved  him  as  canonical 
robes,'  in  which  he  alfo  preached  the  gofpel.  By 
this  you  may  fee  that  my  influence  is  very  extenfive3 

even  in  religious  things.  ,  ,  ; 

Imp.  What,  uncle  ?  Had  not  Paul  a  gown  and 
caftbek,  in  which  he  preached,  and  a  furplice  in  which 

hooffered  up  his  prayers  ? 

Fast.  No,  Impiator.  Where  fhould  he  have 
them  ?  You  may  know  that  the  gown,  furplice,  &c. 
were  contrived  by  the  man  of  fin,  I  mean  the  fon  of 
perdition,  whofe  principal  feat  is  at  Rome  ;  but  in 
the  days  of  the  apoftles  he  was  not  revealed,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  myftery  of  popilh  doftrine  had  indeed 
began  to  work.  But  all  this  while  we  forget  our 
good  friend  the  qilaker. 

I  n  f  i  d.  Indeed,  brother,  we  do  not  life  the  quaker 
handfomely  in  fo  long  negleQing  of  him  ;  but  to  make 

T  2  •  him 
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him  fonie  amends,  I  mud  tell  you,  that  I  have  often 
laughed  heartily  to  hear  thole  precife  gentry  exclaim 
againft  the  form  of  religion  by  others  adhered  to,  as 
if  they  themfelves  were  nothing  but  fpirit,  when  at 
the  fame  time  they  are  as  formal  a  people  as  any  upon 
earth.  And  in  truth  very  few  of  them  know  any 
thing  at  all  of  religion,  befides  that  very  imperfeft 
form  which  they  have  adopted.  But  we  are  wife 
enough  to  keep  our  thumb  upon  that ;  for  if  the  cheat 
were  difcovered,  I  am  afraid  they  would  be  glad  ta 
embrace  that  part  of  the  form  of  religion  which  they 
rejeft,  in  order  to  obtain  the  power  of  it,  of  which  the; 
far  greater  part  of  them  now  are  deftitute. 

Dis.  I  can  tell  you,  the  quakers  are  liberally  paid 
back  in  their  own  coin.  And  amongft  every  fe£t  of 
proteftants  hitherto  mentioned,  you  will  find  fome 
who  feldom  or  never  look  at  the  people  called  qua¬ 
kers  but  through  my  telefcope.  Were  you  by,  when 
the  quaker  is  examined  by  the  reft  of  the  proteftants, 
you  would  almoft  fplit  your  fides  with  laughing  at 
their  partiality  and  unfair  reprefentation.  “  Say 
they,  the  quakers’  religion  lies  all  in  their  drefs,  fpeech,' 
and  money  getting.  Their  religion  lies  not  in  the 
head,  but  in  broad  brimmed  half-cocked  hats.  Not 
in  their  hearts,  but  in  their  coats.  Not  in  their 
aQions,  but  in  their  tongues.  All  their  publick 
meetings  are  calculated  to  promote  the  great  end  of 
getting  money,  and  increafing  commerce  ;  are  not 
religious,  but  merely  political.” 

By  this  you  may  fee,  that  the  quakers  are  abufed 
and  belied  in  their  turn,  as  well  as  they  abufe  and 

belie  others.  The  above  refleftkms  are  juft  enough*' 

when 
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when  applied  only  to  feme,  or  to  a  great  many  of  ^ 
them,  hut  will  by  no  means  hold  as  a  general  riiic  > 
feeing  you  all  know,  there  is  now  and  then  a  quaker, 
who  breaks  away  from  his  fubjeftion  to  the  god  of 
this  world  ;  and  defpiting  all  that  we  and  our  fable 
clan  can  do  to  prevent  it,  gets  fafe  within  the  palace 
of  Immanuel.  Moreover,  there  are,  at  thofe  publiek 
meetings,  fome,  though  comparatively  few,  who  have 
a  truly  religious  defign  in  giving  their,  attendance. 
From  thefe  things  you  may  fee,  my  friends,  that  p*ej 
udice  deals  all  in  extremes,  and  knows  not  how  to 
fpeak  favourably. 

Inf  id.  That  is  a  grofs  miflake,  into  which  we  have 
with  great  vigilance  enfnared  the  polienty  ol  Adam. 
When  a  frnall  number  only,  of  any  particular  boay 
of  people,  are  found  guilty  of  a  certain  evil,  the  crime 
is  ufually  charged  upon  the  whole  ;  and  the  precipi¬ 
tate  injudicious  conclufion  is,  66  They  are  all  alike. 
For  inftance,  the  M under  baptifts  were  once  guilty  of 
certain  outrages,  with  which  the  whole  le£l  of  anti- 
pedobaptifts  are  to  this  day  very  charitably  calumni¬ 
ated.  And  becaufe  very  many  of  the  quakers  are 
amazingly  wife  to  get  money,  and  to  keep  it  when  it 
is  procured*  it  is  often  faid  they  are  all  fucb,  and 
that  Avaro  is  their  lawgiver. 

Hey  day,  whither  is  the  rule  of  moral  equity  gone, 
that  the  profeffors  of  religion  cannot  fit  their  eyes 
upon  it  ?  Where  is  that  candour  and  benevolence, 
which  the  Chriftian religion  everywhere  recommends, 
that  you,  coufin,  have  gained  fuch  an  afcendancy 
over  them  ?  ' 

T  3  Dis. 
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Dis.  By  the  i'nllrumentality  of  thefe  glaffes,  I  got 
the  preachers  of  falvation  by  grace,  traduced  as  An- 
tinomians,  and  the  doctrines  of  the  word  of  Cod  he- 
fpattered,  as  fo  many  fources  of  licentloufnefs.  For 
inftance,  the  preacher,  as  his  duty  is,  declares,  “Thai 
falvation  is  not  of  works,  but  grace  and  may  thus 
reafon  with  the  people  :  “  You  can  do  nothing  that 
will  recommend  you  to  the  favour  of  God  :  theEthi- 

y  * 

opian  may  change  his  hue,  and  the  leopard  his  fpots, 
as  foon  as  you,  who  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil,  can 
change  your  own  nature,  and  learn  to  do  well  :  For 
it  is  not  of  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  ye  have  done, 
or  can  do,  that  your  falvation  cometh  ;  but  merely 
by  the  calling  of  free  mercy.”  I  inftantly  clap  my 
telefcope  to  the  eye  of  the  legalift,  and  he  exclaims, 
“  What  an  enemy  to  good  works,  is  this  fame  wretch¬ 
ed  Antinomian  P  According  to  him,  we  may  as  well 
do  nothing,  as  flrive  to  procure  the  favour  of  God  ; 
may  as  well  lead  lives  the  molt  vile  and  profligate,  as 
ftudy  to  live  righteoufly  and  holily  ;  for  according 
to  this  fame  preacher,  our  wickednefs  is  as  accepta¬ 
ble  to  God,  as  our  molt  holy  and  virtuous  living. 
Yea,  more  acceptable  ;  for  he  declares,  that  harlots 
and  publicans  fhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
fooner  than  t’nofe  who  do  what  they  can  to  procure 
eternal  life  by  their  holinefs  and  s;ood  works/’ 

Such  is  the  language,  not  only  of  the  vulgar  and 
ignorant,  but  of  many  who  profefs  to  know  much  of 
religion.  Whenever  the  felf-fufficient  Arminius  is 
in  the  humour  to  try  the  dotlrines  of  the  gofpel  in 
my  inverting  mirror,  and  the  preachers  of  them  in 
my  partial  telefcope,  he  very  candidly,  and  with  great 

liberality, 

^  * 
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liberality,  bellows  upon  fuch  ,aS  *=  “"’T* 

,  «  Tbefe  wretched  Calvuulls  reprcf^nt 
L  almighty  God  as  a  partial  and  unmercllul  being, 
uls  his  gofpel  and  withholds  Ins  grace  ton, 
men  of  virtue,  wifdom  and  prudence,  whilfi  he  rt, 
veals  himfelf  to  the  moft  notorious  tran^reffors. 
They  fay,  that  a  man  of  a  regular  inoftenfive  life 
may  perifli  forever,  when  a  murderer,  like  Manauen, 
a  polluted  proftitute,  as  Magdalen,  and  a  wicked  op- 
preffor,  like  Zacheus,  ihall  be  faved.  It  this  is  true, 
then  we  had  better  live  notorioufly  wicked,  than  - 
her,  righteous  and  godly  lives.  What  wretched  what 
dangerous  doarine  is  this  !  They  make  God  to  be 
the  author  of  fin  too  ;  for  they  fay  that  nothing  comes 
to  pats,  but  by  divine  appointment  or  penmffion- 
They  talk  alfo  of  fome  horrible  decree,  in  w  -f-i 
God  is  faid  to  have  ordained  the  things  whicn  ate 
coming  and  Ihall  come.  No  need  oi  hohnefs,  d  lal- 
vation  is  not  of  him  that  willeth  ;  no  need  of  di  i- 
crence,  if  it  is  not  of  him  that  runneth,  but  to  whom 
The  Almighty  fheweth  mercy.  If  God  hath  mercy 
only  upon  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  hardene  i 
whom  he  will,  we  may  live  as  we  pleafe  ;  for  it  we 
are  to  be  faved,  we  (hall  not  be  damned.  W  hat  di¬ 
abolical  doarine  is  this  ?”*  Thus  the  Arm.  man  raves 
againft  the  doftrine  of  the  fcripture,  and  all  its  faith¬ 
ful  preachers. 

Imp. 

»  There  devils,  I  perceive,  are  not  very  exaS  in  literally  copying  the  expre, 
fions  ;  but  content  themfelves  with  exprcfling  the  fpmt  of  preachers  an  • 

If  an  reader  fhould  think  that  D.fcordans  does  injure  to  the 1  A— ns  - 
he  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  contrary,  by  confuting  SeUon  agarnft  Coles.  UeUh. 

cr’s  defence  of  WeHey’s  minutes. 

T  4 
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Imp.  I  pray  you,  coufin,  who  are  thefe  fame  Ar- 
min-ians  ?  \  on  know  1  am  but  little  converfant  with 
religious  people,  ol  any  name. 

Dis.  The  papifts  in  general,  coufin  ;  and  all  the 
unconvutcd,  who  have  any  notion  at  all  about  re¬ 
demption  through  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Mr.  Wefley 
and  his  fonowers,  the  Laxtenans  and  bfeonomians  ; 
for  none  exceed  them  in  enmity  againft  the  purity 
ol  doftiine.  Thus  you  may  lee,  that  the  Arminian 
p.j t v  is  Ly  iar  tnc  moll  numerous,  and  rnoft  honour¬ 
able  among  men,  and  therefore  gains  profelytes  from 
a.l  (^naiv^rs.  Tnough,  by  the  way,  it  is  a  pretty' 
ftrong  proof  that  it  is  the  doSi-ine  of  antichrift,  feeing 
Immanuel  and.  Lis  doclrincs  arc  every  where  fpok.cn 
againft,  by  men  of  philofophy  and  natural  religion. 

Infid.  You  know,  coufin  Bifcordans,  that  we 
have  found  out  many  ways  of  oppofing  the  pure  gof- 
P'-b  and  this  is  one  among  the  reft  ;  under  our  influ¬ 
ence,  the  grace  abuling  libertine  cenfures  the  true 
Chnftian  as  legal,  becaufe  he  ftrenuoufly  pleads  for 
purity  of  heart  and  regularity  of  converfation.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  real  legal  ill,  whether  he  be  Socin- 
ian  or  Arminian,  alleges,  that  the  evangelical  Chrift 
tian  is  an  Antinomian,  becaufe  he  utterly  difclaims 
the  merit  of  good  works  in  the  bufinefs  of  falvation. 
Indeed,  on  all  hands,  thofe  who  choofe  either  of  the 
extremes,  never  fail  to  cenfure  fuch  as  adhere  to  the 
middle  path  of  judgment;  which  you  know  is  the 
only  path  of  fafety. 

Fast.  Your  obfervation,  brother,  fulfils  what  is 
written  in  Immanuel’s  own  word,  concerning  thefe 

1  i) 

fame  Nazarenes,  “  As  for  this  feft,  it  is  every  where 

fpoken 
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Xpoken  againft.”  However  the  enemies  of  true  relig¬ 
ion  differ  among  themfelves,  they  agree  in  liigmatif- 
ina  the  real  Chriftian.  Belarrnine,  Puckfius,  Hube- 
rus,  Hemengius,  &c.  holy  fathers  of  the  Romifh 
church,  heartily  belaboured  them  in  their  days  ;  Dr. 
Whitby,  John  Goodwin,  Whifton,  &c,  of  the  En¬ 
gl  ifh  church,  have  carried  on  the  difpute  with  equal 
warmth,  and  improved  the  fame  chain  of  arguments 
againft  them  in  latter  days  ;  in  the  prefent  time.  Dr. 
Harwood  of  Briftol,  Mr.  Wefley  of  London,  Mr.  Sel- 
lon  of  Derhyfhire,  and  Dr.  Nowel  of  Oxford,  have 
managed  the  popifh  caufe  with  amazing  addrefs,  and 
all  the  while  pafs  for  true  proteftants.  So  that  every 
where,  that  gofpel  which  is  fuited  only  to  the  pci  idl¬ 
ing  finner,  is  fpoken  againft,  as  pernicious  and  fub- 


verfive  of  holinefs. 

Dis.  Our  friends,  the  men  of  this  world,  always 
view  the  fed  of  the  Nazarenes  in  my  glades,  and  as 
they  look  on  them,  they  fay,  66  What  a  defpicable 
tribe  is  this  ?  A  fet  of  mean  beggarly  people,  the  off- 
fcourings  of  the  earth,  and  the  vQry  dregs  of  humanity. 
Not  a  perfon  of  any  confiderable  rank  among  them. 
Led  by  the  nofe  by  a  fet  of  illiterate  dogmatical  fifli- 
ermen.  What  perfon,  poffeffed  of  any  fenfe  of  hon¬ 
our,  would  frequent  their  affemhlies,  or  have  any 
connexion  with  their  focieties  ?” 

In  fid.  Your  remarks  are  very  juft,  my  worthy 
coufin  ;  for  mankind  in  general  have  forgotten  that 
the  fcripture  fays,  66  Not  many  wife  men  after  the 
flefh,  not  many  noble  are  called  ;  but  God  hath  chof- 
en  the  foolifh  things  of  this  world  to  confound  the 
wife,  and  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound 


the 
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the  mighty/’  So  that  the  very  objeQions  raifed 
againit  them,  prove  the  Nazarenes  to  be  the  people 
whom  Immanuel  hath  redeemed  out  of  the  world. 

Dis.  True,  Sir,  but  they  fee  not  the  miftake.  But 
to  proceed  ;  my  inftruments  farther  reprefent  them, 
as  a  fet  of  hollow  hearted  hypocrites,  whom  our  peo¬ 
ple  thus  deride.  “  What  painted  deceivers  are  thefe, 
who  make  fuch  a  ftir  about  religion,  and  affeQ;  fuch 
an  air  of  fanftity  !  Hear  how  they  figh  and  whine, 
whilft  that  rogue  of  a  fanatick  tells  them  his  cant  (lo¬ 
ry  about  I  know  not  what.  The  fcripture  fays,  66  Be 
not  righteous  overmuch  ;  feek  not  to  be  overwife.” 
And  I  dare  fay  that  we  have  as  much  religion  as  they, 
though  we  do  not  make  fuch  a  ftir  about  it.  I  will 
warrant  me  thefe  hypocrites  are  more  wicked  in  pri¬ 
vate  than  we  are  in  publick  ;  for,  although  they  will 
not  get  drunk,  curfe  and  fwear,  as  we  do,  they  will 
cheat  and  lie  like  the  devil  himfelf.” 

Fast.  A  demonftrative  proof  of  the  perfedlion  of 
our  'conqueft  over  them  ;  for  mankind  in  gener¬ 
al  do  not  only  hate  godlinefs  itfelf,  but  even  its  ap¬ 
pearance.  And  for  this  reafon  true  fanftity,  devo¬ 
tion,  and  felf-denial,  are  commonly  cenfured  as  hy- 
pocrify. 

Dis.  As  our  good  friends  of  the  world  are  not  as 

o 

yet  perfeQly  agreed  in  their  manner  of  afperfing  good 
people,  it  happens  that  different  people  purfue  differ¬ 
ent  methods,  equally  abfurd  and  diabolical.  Some, 
for  inffance,  are  pleafed  to  fay,  “  Thefe  people  are 
melancholy.  See  how  they  hang  down  their  heads 
like  bulrufhes  as  they  pafs  along  the  ffreets.  One 
(hall  never  fee  them  look  pleafant,  nor  hear  them  fing 

a  merry 
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merry  fong,  as  others  occafionally  do  with  inno- 
encc.  I  hate  that  religion  which  makes  people  mel- 

ncholy.” 

In  fid.  People  greatly  betray  their  own  ignorance, 
vhen  they  affign  the  caufe  of  melancholy  to  the  re¬ 
gion  of  Jefus  ;  the  end  of  which  is  to  revive  and 
•omfort  the  melancholy  firmer,  whole  heart  is  op- 
ireffed  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  defilement.  To  revive 
he  fpirit  of  the  contrite,  to  bind  up  the  broken 
tearted,  and  to  make  the  lame  leap  for  joy,  became 
hey  obtain  the  prey.  Nor  do  thole  revilers  of  relig- 
on  confider  that  they  themfelves,  by  their  contempt 
)f  Chriftianity,  do  all  they  can  to  excite  the  grief  of 
:he  fincere  Chriftian,  who  cannot  fee  his  fellow  fin¬ 
ders  walking  jocofely  in  the  paths  of  perdition,  witn- 
aut  dropping  over  them  a  tear  of  commifeiation. 

Dis.  No,  they  never  think  of  the  reai  caufe,  but 
with  a  difdainful  fneer  continue  to  fay,  «  See  how 
thev  melt  in  forrow  ;  h.ark  how  they  ligb  and  groan, 
whilft  their  artful  parfon  tells  them  an  horrible  ftory 
about  death  and  judgment,  heaven  and  hell,  falvatiou 
and  damnation,  with  I  know  not  what.  1  hey  ai  e 
driven  out  of  their  fenfes  with  fuch  terrible  doBrine. 
Who  would  thus  fubjeahis  confcience  to  the  pedantry 
of  thefeenthufiaftick  bigots,  their  uncharitableparfons?" 


Fast.  The  fafbionable  part  of  the  world  hate  to 
think  of  death  or  judgment,  becaufe  the  very  thought 
would  deprive  their  beloved  pleafures  of  all  their  im- 
aginary  fweetnefs. 

Dis.  That  is' juft  the  cafe,  Sir  ;  for  another  of  my 
friends  fays  of  the  above  people,  64  Thefe  ways,  which 
their  parfons  teach  theiryare  enough  to  drive  a  man 

out 
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out  of  his  fenfes.  What  man  of  fpirit  could  endure 
reftraint  from  all  manner  of  pleafure  ?  According  to 
them,  one  mud  not  fo  much  as  play  at  cards,  fpend  a 
cheerful  evening  at  the  tavern,  nor  fo  much  as  take  a 
Sunday’s  airing.  Play-houfes,  balls,  and  aflemblies, 
mult  all  be  laid  afide.  And  pray  how  is  our  time  to 
be  (pent  ?  Read  the  .Bible,  truly,  the  moft  tirelome 
of  books  j  pray  the  one  half  of  their  time,  and,  for 
aught  I  know,  hear  fermons  the  other  half  of  it.. 
What  perfon  of  any  tafte  could  bear  to  be  bound  to 
the  obfervance  of  fuch  meafures  P  Let  them  read  the 
Bible  who  will  ;  give  me  a  good  play  or  novel.  I 
will  have  none  of  their  religion,  not  I.” 

1  4 ,  f 

In  fid.  It  is  true,  plays  and  novels  are  light  read- 
ing,  and  well  fuit^d  to  the  taffe  of  people  abandoned 
to  difiipation.  Neverthelefs,  even  people  of  fafh- 
ion  may,  if  they  pleafe,  reflea,  that  reading  the  ferip- 
tures,  praying,  and  hearing  fermons,  are  fubjeas  unfit 
for  their  ridicule  ;  though,  by  the  way,  I  do  all  I  can 
to  promote  this  irreiigion. 

Fast.  And  as  for  me,  I  hold  it  good  we  vifit  our 
refpe8ive  (.iv.  lions,  to  lee  that  the  works  of  darknels 

be  not  ncgieUed  }  and  that  we  meet  here  at  the  ufual 
time. 
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dialogue  XV. 

r*RlVY  to  their  appointment,  I  watched  in  my  fol- 
L  itary  retreat,  impatient  for.  the  return  ot  the 
dack  fraternity,  whom  I  always  found  extremely 
mnaual  among  themfelves,  and  obfervant  of  every 
ppointment,  unlefs  fome  very  urgent  bufinefs  de- 
nanded  their  prefence  elfewhere.  At  the  hour  ap- 
(ointed,  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  3 
md  having  feated  themfelves  on  their  refpechve 
hrones,  the  convention  was  opened  by 
F^stosus.  I  have  been  thinking  of  the  ftupidity 
md  ignorance  of  mankind,  exhibited  in  our  lad  in- 
erview,  and  cannot  but  wonder,  however  dark  and 
„Und,  they  do  not  fee  that  the  very  people  whom 
they  cenfure  as  enemies  to  holinefs,  becaufe  they  op¬ 
pose  falvation  by  works,  are  the  fame  identical  per- 
fons  who  are  faid  to  be  melancholy  with  being  right¬ 
eous  overmuch.  Reafon,  even  unaffified,  might  eafi- 
I y  difcover  the  palpable  abfurdity,  and  for  the  future 
avoid  a  contradiftion  fo  glaring.  I  would  have  my 
flaves  confident  with  themfelves,  feeing  I  have  given 
them  the  name  of  rationales.  But  error  will  always 
be  inconfident.  However,  Difcordans,  w e  will  leave 
the  blind  fons  of  infidelity  to  hug  themfelves  in  their 
fancied  rationality,  and  attend  to  the  remainder  of 
your  ftory. 

Dis.  My  Sire,  I  am  all  obedience  to  him  who 
alone  could  give  me  being  ;  and  to  refume  the 

thread  of  my  ftory  would  obferve.  That,  ftrange  as 
>  *  *  it 
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it  may  feem,  I  do,  by  the  help  of  thefe  amazing  glaf- 
les,  make  one  evangelical  minifter  quarrel  with  an¬ 
other,  and  that  merely  becaufe  they  do  not  under¬ 
hand  each  other’s  manner  of  expreffiom  One  man, 
for  inftance,  will  have  it  that  Immanuel  obtained  his 
perfonality  by  eternal  generation  ;  another  will  have 
it  to  be  by  divine  filiation  ;  and  another  hill  is  con¬ 
tent  to  beiieve  him  to  be  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father,  without  attempting  to  explain  how,  or  in  what 
fenfe  he  is  begotten  or  filiated.  All  of  thofe  three 
are  firm  in  the  belief  of  Immanuel’s  fonlhip,  his  De¬ 
ity,  and  mediatorial  capacity,  as  well  as  every  doc¬ 
trine  of  faith.  And  yet,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  thofe 
very  men  fhall  be  fa  prejudiced  againft  one  another, 
that  they  cannot  comfortably  have  fellowfliip  togeth¬ 
er  ;  but  may  even  prove  injurious  to  each  other’s 
ufefulnels  :  And  it  may  perhaps  be  very  difficult  to 
determine  which  of  the  three  difcovers  moft  of  a  gof- 
pel  fpirit.  Every  one  is  in  the  right,  and  infallibly 
allured  that  the  other  two  ought  to  come  into  his 
opinion. 

i 

It  is  the  very  fame  with  refpeQ;  to  diverfity  of  gifts. 
One  is  led,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  into  the  doftrines 
of  faith,  well  able  to  ftate,  define,  and  defend  them 
againft  oppofition.  Another  is  widely  led  about  in 
the  wildernefs  of  temptation  and  affliction,  by  which 
he  obtains  peculiar  talents  in  comforting  the  diftreff- 
ed,  and  pouring  oil  into  the  bleeding  wounds  of 
broken  hearts.  And  a  third  is  kept  on  the  mount  of 
enjoyment  ;  his  heart  is  kept  warm  by  a  fenfe  of  in- 
tereft  ;  by  which  enjoyment  he  is  aCiive  and  lively 
in  the  work,  a  zealous  promoter  of  pra&ical  godlinefs, 
'  All 
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411  of  which  gifts  feem  to  be  efTentially  neceffary  to 
a  oofpel  miniftiy,  and  are  all  by  the  fame  fpirit. 
And  yet,  would  you  think  it,  thcfe  very  men  fliall 
treat  one  another  as  unfound  in  the  faith,  in  one  fenfc 
or  other  ?  The  firft  is  deemed  a  dead,  dull,  and  ufe- 
]efs  preacher,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  he  is  cffeau- 
a]]y  flopping  the  mouths  of  gainfayers.  The  fccond, 
it  is  feared,  loves  to  be  peculiar,  and  verges  a  little 
towards  Antinomianifm,  notwithftanding  many  a  feeble 
knee  is  ftrengthened  by  his  miniftry.  And  the  third 
is  a  rambling  inconfiftent  preacher,  notwithftanding, 
by  his  inftrumentality,  many  are  brought  to  a  fenie  01 
their  fin  and  danger. 

Thefe  quarrels  are  of  great  ufe  to  our  government, 
as  they  fail  not  to  reproach  Chriftianity,  ftumble  the 
weak  believer,  and  grievg  all  good  men.  But  this  is 

not  all.  You  know  that  two  men  may  have  the  fell- 

* 

fame  fentiments  in  religion  ;  and  yet  one  fliall  clioofe 
to  exprefs  himfelf  in  this  manner,  and  another  m  that, 
which  difference  of  expreffion  only  may  be  attended 
with  very  ferious  con  feq  uences,  if  candour  is  not 
prefent  on  the  occafion.  1  his  was  the*  cafe  with 
Trebonius  and  Theodoras.  Theodoras  heard  Tre¬ 
bonius  preach,  on  a  particular  occafion,  found  him¬ 
felf  offended  with  lorne  of  his  exprefiions,  and  thought 
it  his  duty  to  make  the  preacher  acquainted  with  it 
as  foon  as  poffibie.  But  as  Trebonius  has. too  good 
an  opinion  of  bis  own  attainments^  eafily  to  retraft  a 
faying,  he  vindicated,  not  only  the  doftrine,  but  the 
inode  of  expreffion.  Theodoras  was  now  more  than 
ever  perfuaded,  that  Trebonius  was  unfound  in  the 
faith,  and  was  not  fatisfied  with  verbally  defendin 

th 
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the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  i.  e.  his  own  fentiments,  but 
commenced  a  paper  war  with  Trebonius.  His  apol¬ 
ogy  for  this  ftep  was  indeed  artful,  for  he  lugged  in 
both  (Thrift  and  religion  into  partnerfhip  with  him, 
and  under  their  authority,  or  pretended  authority,  he 
did  what  he  could  to  impeach  the  orthodoxy,  and  mar 

the  ufefulnefs  of  Trebonius. 

✓ 

When  Trebonius  read  the  performance,  he  found 
himfelf  aggrieved,  and  fomething  within  him  being 
deeply  wounded,  he  refolved  on  retaliation.  To 
work  he  goes :  Firft  eftabhfties  his  perfonal  orthodoxy, 
which  he  alfo  called  the  gofpel  of  (Thrift;  then  vindi¬ 
cated  his  own  proceedings,  which,  by  an  happy  turn 
of  thought,  he  alfo  linked  with  the  honour  of  relig¬ 
ion.  Though  the  truth  is,  neither  the  gofpel  of 
(Thrift  nor  the  honour  of  religion  had  any  concern  at 
all  in  the  fquabble/  However,  having  firft  fet  himfelf 
and  his  doHrine  in  a  refpeHable  point  of  view,  he 
proceeded  diligently  to  fearch  out  and  expofe  every 
blemifh  in  the  performance,  and  in  the  end  did  as 
much  for  his  brother  as  he  before  had  done  for  him* 
Thus  thofe  two  champions  for  the  gofpel,  that  is,  for 
their  own  honour,  went  on  expofing  to  the  publick, 
all  they  were  acquainted  with  of  each  others  wTeak- 
neffes  and  folly  ;  never  once  fufpeQing  that  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  each  was  expofing  his  own  want  of  wdfdom,  and  a 
true  Chrifiian  fpirit.  Mean  while,  the  friends  of 
both  were  exceedingly  concerned,  and  in  vain  ftudi- 
ed  a  reconciliation  between  them.  But  O  what  pleaft 
ure  did  it  afford  our  fociety  !  And  how  did  Ambiti- 
ofus  and  me,  and  other  jocular  devils,  laugh  at  their 
folly  and  childifhnefs  !  From  fources  of  no  greater 

'  '  importance 


OF 


Dial.  15.] 


DEVILS.  305 


Importance  than  this,  I  allure  you,  molt  of  the  quar¬ 
rels  amongft  profelTors  arife.  But  when  the  conten- 
ion  is  once  begun,  it  is  hard  to  fay  where  it  will  end. 
By  thefe  means  we  get  the  affections  of  Chriftians  di¬ 
vided  one  from  another,  and  inltead  of  being  mutual 
helpers  of  each  other,  as  the  Almighty  defigned  them, 
we  make  them  mutual  hindrances  and  burdens ;  fo 


hat,  though  we  cannot  indeed  deftroy  them  as  we 
vould,  we  difturb  and  diftraft;  them  to  an  amazing 


legree.  * 

Fast.  My  fon,  you  would  have  had,  comparative- 
y,  little  advantage  over  thefe  fame  people  but  for  my 
nvention  of  fchool-divinity.  That  is  the  great  en¬ 
gine  of  the  devil  Difcordans.  But  for  fchool-divini- 
:y,  you  might  even  have  retired  to  hell,  or  contented 
purfelf  with  doing  bufinefs  among  the  laity,  or  in 
:he  unconverted  world  ;  for  if  the  profeffors  of  relig¬ 
ion  were  content  with  what  is  written  in  the  fcripture, 
and  chofe,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  exprefs  themfelves. 


in  Bible  language  ;  there  would  be  fuch  a  likenefs 
n  expreffion,  as  well  as  fentiment,  that  very  probably 
you  would  find  little  to  do  amongft  them. 

In  fid.  I  doubt  it  not,  Sir.  Notwithftanding,  I 
mull  affure  you,  my  kingdom  has  fuffered  greatly  by 
controverfy.  For  nothing  has  a  more  diretl  tenden¬ 
cy  to  inform  the  mind  than  well  managed  controver- 
[y.  But  when  it  fprings  from  blind  prejudice,  and  is 
carried  on  in  a  party  fpirit,  it  has  a  wonderful  tenden¬ 
cy  to  flrengthen  my  intereft  ;  efpecially  if  the  con¬ 
tending  parties  mutually  agree  to  expofe  each  other 
as  much  as  poffible,  as  in  the  late  fquabble  between 
Parfon  Horne  and  Alderman  Wilkes  ;  and  which 
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is  for  the  moil  part,  the  pra&iee  of  polemick  divines^ 
Thofe  two  important  gentlemen,  the  parfon  and  pa¬ 
triot,  gave  as  much  pleafure  to  the  court  party,  by 
flinging  rogue  and  atheift  at  each  other,  with  fo  much 
patriotick  zeal,  as  fome  divines,  in  their  polemick 
writings,  have  given  the  devil,  by  throwing  heretick, 

•'  l  \  4  ' 

Arminian,  Calvinift,  Antinomian,  &c.  in  each  other’s 

*  ■  •» 

faces.  Few  divines  can  difpute  without  calling  names. 

Disc.  I  have  before  now  ftirred  up  a  fpirit  of  jeal- 
oufy  between  a  minifter  and  his  people,  and  between 
one  minifter  and  another,  in  a  manner  inexpreffibly 
mafterly.  For  example,  about  a  century  ago,  the  ac¬ 
curate  Camillus  preached  an  excellent  fermon  at  Po- 
theina,  which  was  heard  by  feveral  of  the  people  to 
■whom  Junius  was  paftor ;  and  they,  being  greatly  af- 
fefted  with  the  feafonablenefs  of  the  fubjeCt,  and  the 
practical  manner  in  which  it  was  handled,  invited 
Camillus  to  vifit  them,  and  preach  in  Junius’s  pulpit, 
not  doubting  but  it  would  be  altogether  agreeable  to 
their  beloved  paftor.  Full  of  the  fermon,  when  they 
came  home,  they  could  not  help  making  Junius  par¬ 
taker  of  their  pleafure.  They  expatiated  largely  up¬ 
on  the  excellency  of  bis  method,  the  fertility  of  his 
illuftration,  and'  the  propriety  of  his  application  j  all 
of  which  they  did  not  doubt  but  Junius  would  ad¬ 
mire  as  much  as  themfelves.  But  this  was  not  pre- 
cifely  the  cafe.  Junius  could  not  help  being  fenfibly 
affeQed  with  what  he  had  heard  ;  but  prudence  forbid 
him  tb  deny  Camillus  his  pulpit. 

When  retired,  and  reflecting  on  what  had  pafled, 

•  i  *  > 

he  ftrongly  fufpccied  that  his  own  honour  was  injur¬ 
ed,  by  his  peoples’  high  encomiums  on  Camillus’s  fer- 

mon. 
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mon.  “  My  people,  faid  he,  allege  they  never  heard 
fitch  an  excellent  fermon  as  that  which  Camillus 
preached.  •  It  is  fomething  ftrange,  that  this  one  fer¬ 
mon  fhould  affeft  them  more  than  all  my  feven  years’ 
preaching  among  them.  I  never  heard  them  fay 
half  fo  much  about  any  fermon  of  mine.  It  fhows  a 
great  want  of  affe&ion  and  refpeft  to  me,  as  their 
own  minifter,:  I'  Conceive  ;  and  they  fhall  hear  of  it 

f  '  K 

at  a  time  convenient;”  • :  ‘  •  •  ■ 

Fast.  With  Junius’s  leave,  I  think  he  difcovers  d 
love  of  praife,  which  is  by  no  means  the  offspring  of 
an  humble  fpirit.  ‘He  would  rather  be  flattered,  than 
his  people  fhould  be  filent  in  his  commendation.  But 
the  judicious  feldom  think  it  prifdent  to  fay  much  in 
praife  of  any  perfon  to  his  face,  how  well  foever  they 
may  be  affefted  towards  him  ;  and  that  for  two  very 
good  reafons.  1.  Such  commendation  has  not  a  lit- 
tie  of  the  appearance  of  flattery,  however  fincere  it 
may  be  in  the  party  who  bellows  it.  2.  There  are 
but  few  who  are  able  to  bear  much  commendation,  with- 

.  *  £  '  f  f  f  i  1  ’  ■  -  » 

out  fuftaining  damage  by  it  A  than  mull  be  le^d  deeply 

£  .  v  Q  \  r 

intoan  acquaintance  withhisownnothingnefs  andinfuffi- 

"  i  *  ^ 

ciency,  before  he  can  bear  to  be  praifed  and  carefled.* 

'1  * 

Infid.  That  is  true,  brother;  and  yet.  people 

^  v  *  >  ,  *  *  ? ^ 

may  err  even  on  that  hand,  and  be  cautious  overmuch; 

for 


*  It  is  a  very  common  thing,  in  gofpel  churches,  that  if  they  have  a  member  of 
more  ujefulnefs  than  others,  they  exalt  and  extol  him  above  his  meafure  ;  fo 
that  he  becomes  elated  with  felf-conceit,  and  in  the  iffue,  when  he  cannot  carry 
every  point  his  own  way,  he  turns  againft  his  former  careflers,  and  becomes  the 
fcourge  of  the  community.  In  this  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  is  manifeff* 
who  will  have  all  men  to  appear  in  their  native  nothingnefs  and  emptinefs,  tm* 
worthy  of  the  truft.  and  dependence  of  one  another, 

U  2 
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for  fear  of  puffing  him  up  by  unfeafonable  commend¬ 
ation,  may  deprefs  the  fpirits  of  their  minifter,  by 
with-holding  from  him  that  countenance  and  encour¬ 
agement,  which  his  fpirit  and  circumftances  require. 

People  are,  in  all  things,  given  to  extremes  ;  and 
either  a  minifter  is  ca reft  and  almoft  adored  as  anun- 
paralelled  perfon,  or  he  has  little  or  no  notice  taken 
of  him.  I  remember  a'  remarkable  inftance  of  this; 
in  the  laft  century.  There  was  an  independent  church, 
who,  having  a  minifter  of  a  lively  addrefs  and  found 
doctrine,  one  who  bid  fair  for  great  ufefulnefs  among 
them  ;  yet  a  lineal  defcendant  of  the  great  Diotrephes, 
who  loved  to  have  the  pre-eminence  ;  and  one  who- 
chofe  to  direft  them  in  all  the  concerns  of  life,  in 
their  families,  in  their  bufinefs,  as  well  as  in  the  church. 
To  his  government  they  yielded  themfelves  implicit¬ 
ly,  and  almoft  adored  the  ground  upon  which  he  trode. 
With  careffes  and  favours  they  loaded  him,  until  they 
had  raifed  him  to  the  very  height  of  felf-fufficiency 
and  importance  ;  from  which  they  themfelves  at  laft 
affifted  to  caft  him  down  ;  and  the  contempt  then 
poured  upon  him,  pretty  nearly  equalled  their  former 
careffes.  After  him  they  had  another,  of  an  almoft 
contrary  difpofition.  He  had  but  a  very  mean  opin¬ 
ion  of  his  own  abilities,  either  for  preaching  or  gov¬ 
erning.  He  had  fuch  conftant  acquaintance  with  the 
power  of  his  own  corruptions,  that  he  was  commonly 
low  and  depreft  in  fpirit.  He  never  affumed  any 
fuperiority  over  even  the  meaneft  member,  firmly 
believing  himfelf  to  be  the  viieft  and  moft  unworthy 
finner  of  the  whole  community  ;  he  flood  in  need  of 

all  encouragement  poffible,  in  order  to  hearten  him 

-  fo  r 
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for  his  work.  Yet  the  fame  people,  who  had  deftroy- 
’cd  the  former  with  unfeafonable  kindneis,  iuffcred 
the  latter  to  drag  on  heavily  all  his  days,  fo  that  from 
them  he  feldom  or  never  heard  of  his  word  having 
been  made  ufeful.  And  I  fuppofe  mult  have  funk 
under  his  difcouragements,  if  Hungers,  who  afterwar  ds 
came  into  the  church,  had  not  been  more  free  with 
him  in  difcovering  fome  degree  of  aflfeaionate  regard. 
Different  fpirits  will  require  different  ufage,  in  order 
:to  preferve  their  ufefulnefs  :  What  was  death  to  the 
former  of  thofe  minifters,  would  have  been  life  and 
vigour  to  the  latter  and  what  fo  exceedingly  weak¬ 
ened  the  hands  of  the  latter,  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  the  prefervation  of  the  former.  But  we 

^forget  parfon  Junius,  coufin. 

Dis.  Sir,  Junius  would  have  his  own  humour  ; 
-and,  accordingly,  when  the  time  came  that  Camillus 
made  his  vifit,  any  perfon  attentive  to  Junius s  be¬ 
haviour,  might  eafily  find  that  his  friend  s  room  would, 
to  him,  have  been  more  agreeable  than  his  company, 
notwithftanding,  for  decency’s  fake,  he  forced  himfelf 
to  carry  it  to  him  with  fome  degree  of  feeming  civility  . 
I  fay  feeming,  for  even  Christian  people  have  not  as 
yet  learned,  to  be  exaftly,  on  all  occafions,  what  they 
feem.  But  Camillus  is  a  fugacious  man,  and  foon 
perceived  Junius’s  coldnefs,  through  all  his  formal 
civility  and  feeming  deference.  He  began  to  quef- 
tion  with  himfelf  from  whence  this  coldnefs  might 
have  proceeded  ?  In  what  he  might  have  given  of¬ 
fence  ?  But  never  dreams  that  jealoufy  is  at  the  bot¬ 
tom.  Is  he  not  offended  with  my  do&rine  ?  faid  he 
•  to  himfelf.  What  can  be  the  meaning  of  this  diftant 
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carriage  of  his  ?  .What  have  I  done  or  faid  that  might 
give  him  umbrage  ?  So  Camillus  reafoned,  but  hit 
not  upon  the  real  caufe.  And  as  Camillus  is  fome- 
wbat  fond  of  his  own  fentiments,  though  a  man  infe- 
riour  to  few  who  are  accounted  good  and  religious, 
he  could  not  help  being  in  doubt  about  the  orthodoxy  of 
his  friend.  By  thefe  means,  happily  invented  by  me, 
this  wfll-defigned  vifit,  inftead  of  anfwering  the  val¬ 
uable  ends  of  promoting  religious  friendfhip,  rather 
tended,  by  my  intervention,  to  alienate  their  affec¬ 
tions  from,  each  other.  ;<  - 

•  t  / )  v  ^  l  '  r  ,  *  ‘  *  l  *  A  *  T  -  e 

Junius  would  ftill  have  his  own  humour,  and  frolic 
that  day  forward:  difcovered  a  fhynefs  to  thofe,  who 
feemed  moft  delighted  with  Camillus  ;  and  when  oc- 
cafion  offered,  he  did  not  fpare  beftowipg  on  them, 
what  is  called  a  drv  rub* 

1  ’  ‘r,  K  ,  J  i  'f  .  <  \  <  5  .  : 

This  was  not  all  for  Junius  could  not  leave  his 
prejudice  behind  him  when  he  went  to  the  pulpit, 
where  he  adapted  his  difcourfes  accordingly.  On 
the  other  hand,  his  people  could  eafily  fee  he  was 
not  in  his  ufual  fpirit  ;  and  they  concluded,  that  they 
had  given  him  no  juft  caufe  of  offence. .  .. 

‘  "  t 

Mean  while,  both  parties  mutually  watched  each 
other’s  words  and  deportment.  ,  If  Junius  happened 
to  fpeak  any  thing  harfh,  either  from  the  pulpit  or  in 
common  converfation,  it  was  faid  to  proceed  from  a 
bad  fpirit.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  of  them  hap¬ 
pened  to  objeft  to  any  thing  fpoken  by  him,  he  im¬ 
mediately  concluded,  either  that  his  people  were 
prejudiced  againft  him,  or  did  not  love  found  doc¬ 
trine  ;  for  he  had  not  a  doubt  of  the  foundnefs  and 
tfuth  of  his  own  doftrine.  And  fo  they  went  on,  un- 
,  ■  '  ‘  .  ’  '*  .  til 
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til,  in  the  iffiie, .there  was  a  final  reparation.  EtJjoltl, 
gentlemen,  how  great  a  fire  a  little  Ipark  of  my  nature 
kindleth.  Every  well-w.lher  to  the  Beeleehubtan 
goverment  rouft  acknowledge,  that  the  devil  Di  . 

•dans  merits  great  applaufe. 

Fast.  I  fpeak  for  the  reft,  my  fon,  and  own  that 

your  ufefulnefs  is  of  great  extent.  I  perfuade  myfelf 
your  royal  grandfather  will  well  reward  you,  by  giv¬ 
ing  you  eternal  duration  among  the  people  ol  the 
nether  regions  ;  for  certainly  your  atchievements 
merit  the  greateft  efteem.  Why,  my  fon,  you  make 

the  Nazarenes  weak  as  other  men  ? 

Bis.  After  all,  I  affure  you,  at  certain  times,  I  have 

■hard  work  of  it.  I  mean  when  Mr.  Submilfton,  my 
avowed  enemy,  and  me,  happen  to  meet.  This  Sub- 
miffion  is  one  of  Immanuel’s  own  children,  a  very 
great  peace  maker,  therefore  his  bufinefs  is  dire&ly 
oppofite  to  mine  ;  and,  although  I  hate  him,  I  trmft 
fay,  he  is  one  of  the  meekeft  perfons  upon  earth. 
Never  is  he  known  to  quarrel  with  any  perfon,  ex¬ 
cept  myfelf.  And  I  confefs,  that  in  every  feuffle 
with  him  hitherto,  I  have  had  the  worft  of  it  ; 
but,  I  thank  my  ftars,  it  is  very  feldom  I  meet  with 
him.  When  we  do  meet,  meek  as  he  is,  I  am  quite 
nonpluffed,  and  am  obliged  either  to  flee,  which  I 
abhor,  or  to  fall  before  him,  which  is  yet  a  greater 
mortification  to  a  fpirit  fo  noble  as  I  am. 

In  fid.  So  then,  coufin,  I  perceive,  you  are  as  ill 
put  to  it  when  you  meet  with  Submiflion,  as  I  am 
when  I  encounter  his  elder  brother  Fides.  Fides  is 
a  warrior  with  whom  1  have  maintained  a  very  long, 
though  not  doubtful  war  ;  not  doubtful,  becaufe  l 

U  4  am 


3*2 


DIALOGUES  [Dial  15, 

am  worfted  as  fure  as  ever  I  enter  the  lifts  with  him. 
With  great  facility  I  can  overturn  the  power  of  eve¬ 
ry  other  heavenly  chieftain  ^  but  this  fellow,  this  fame 
Fi-Jes,  is  Immanuel’s  champion,  and  has  performed 
the  moft  unparalleled  atchievements  j  fuch  achieve¬ 
ments  as  never  were  performed  by  any  hero  befides 
himfdf.  He  hath ^fubdued  kingdoms,  wrought  right- 
eoufnefles,  obtained  promifes,  ftopped  the  mouths  of 
lions,  quenched  the  violence  of  fire,  efcaped  the  edge 
of  the  fword,  out  of  weaknefs  hath  made  people  ftrong, 
caufing  even  from  fainting  to  wax  valiant  in  fight, 
turning  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens.  He  hath 
given- to  women  their  dead  children  again,  fuftained 
others  under  the  moft  cruel  tortures,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  they  would  not  accept  of  deliverance  ;  gave 
a  good  report  of  the  promifed  land,  to  thofe  ancient 
worthies,  who  walked  about  in  fheep  (kins  and  goat 
Ikins,  deffitute,  affii&ed,  and  tormented,  of  whom, 
notwithftanding  they  lodged  in  dens  and  caves  of  the 
earth,  the  world  itfelf  was  undeferving. 

Thefe  are  a  fpecimen  of  his  atchievements.  But 
great  and  heroick  as  he  is,  he  finds  that  I  alfo  am  of 
noble  deeds  ;  a  fpirit  not  eafily  rendered  inaftive, 
and  more  difficult  ftil!  entirely  to  fubdue.  Although 
he  has  the  promife  of  the  moft  complete  viftory  in 
the  end,  I  put  him  to  exert  his  utmoft  ;  for  when,  to 
appearance,  I  am  dead  as  a  pebble,  and  Fides  has 
the  foie  pre-eminence  in  the  foul  of  man,  I  play  rey- 
nard  with  him,  and  feign  mylelf  dead  in  order  to  ef- 
cape  the  vengeance  of  his  arm. 

In  time  he  finds  out  my  deceit  ;  for  I  watch  the 
opportunity  when  he  is  in  the  very  height  of  a  par- 
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oxyfm,  and  can  fcarcely  breathe.  He  is  exceeding, 
jy  troubled  with  fits,  which  will  fometimes  hold  him 
for  a  long  time  together,  and  in  which  you  would 
take  him  to  be  wholly  dead.  Then  1  take  the  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  rife  upon  him  with  all  my  powers,  and 
beat  and  bruife  him,  until  life  begins  to  return,  which 
js  not  always  of  a  hidden.  But  when  he  feels  the 
■weight  of  my  arm,  and  the  fmart  of  the  wounds  which 
1  inflift  on  him,  his  fpirit  returns  to  renewed  vigour; 
lie  unlocks  the  magazines  of  grace,  and  biings  forth 
'fuch  implements  of  war  as  I  am  not  able  to  hand 
againlt ;  lo  that  before  he  is  well  out  of  his  fit  he  is 
as  ftrong  as  ever.  At  other  times  he  is  a  long  while 
before  he  is  freed  from  the  effefts  of  his  fits  ;  weak 
jiefs,  indifpofition,  and  languor,  hang  upon  him  for 
many  months  ;  at  which  time  he  receives  no  mercy  at 
the  hand  of  Infidelis.  * 

This  fellow  is  of  the  moft  amazing  conftitution  ; 
for  whereas,  on  one  hand,  idlenefs  never  fails  to 
throw  him  into  a  lethargy,  fo  on  the  other,  hard  la¬ 
bour,  fevere  conflifls,  and  cruel  bufletmgs,  never 
fail  to  make  him  ftrong  and  vigorous  ;  and  what  is 
very  remarkable  in  itfelf,  but  very  unlucky  for  me, 
is,  that,  the  more  he  is  beaten  and  bruiled,  the  ftronger 
he  grows  j  and  thefe  fits,  in  which  you  would  take 
him  to  be  juft  a  dying,  it  is  faid,  only  tend  to  make 
him  the  more  robuft  and  lively  ;  which  is  the  reafou 
that,  although  I  frequently  put  him  to  great  pain,  I 
am  always  difeomfited  in  the  ifiue. 

However,  gentle  friends,  you  muff  allow,  when  cir- 
cumftances  are  confidered,  my  valour  will,  at  leaft, 

equal,  if  not  prove  fuperiour,  to  that  of  Fides.  He 
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lights  under  a  certain  affuranceof  viQory,  and  knows, 
of  a  truth,  that  in  the  end  he  fhall  be  more  than  con¬ 
queror  ;  I  as  well  know  that  I  lhall  be  difcomfited, 
which  tvould  dilhearten  any  befides  myfelf.  Yet, 
notwithftanding  the  difcouragement,  I  giye  him  many 
a  vigorous  turn  for  it  ere  I  defift,  and  foully  trip  .up 
his  heels  oftener  than  thrice.  Even  when  I  haye  hinj 
down,  fprawling  and  gafping  for  life,  1  am  confcious 
he  will  afterwards  renew  his  ftrength  and  giye  me  a 
moft  fevere  drubbing  ;  and,  that  his  viaorious  hand 
lhall,  in  the  end,  put  a  period  to  the  days  of  great  In- 
fidelis.  Yet  this  noble  principle  of  royal  malice  v 
prompts  me  on,  and  I  will  not  yield  an  hair’s  breadth 
whilfl:  life  endures.  O  the  fearful  combats  I  could 
relate,  which  I  have  had  with  this  heavenly  champion, 
this  fame  Fides  !  . 

Fast.  We  {hall  be  glad  to  hear  of  them,  my  broth¬ 
er,  at  another  time  ;  but  at  prefent,  if  agreeable,  I 
Ihould  like  you  to  refume  the  ftory,  part  of  which  we 
have  already  had,  relpefiting  the  progrefs  of  your 
kingdom  P 

In  fid.  You  have  already  heard  how  agreeable  to 
his  holinefs  my  inftruftions  were,  as  alfo  of  the  laws 
by  which  the  whole  fyftem  of  religion  was  inverted, 
and  how  the  pious  pried:  had  inverted  himfelf  with 
the  perfe&ions  of  Deity.  I  knew  that  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  this  new  Chriftianky  might  be  attended  with 
fome  difficulty,  therefore  advifed  his  holinefs.  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  world,  to  deify  fome  others  as  well  as  him¬ 
felf  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  left  his  fuprcmacv  ffiould 
b.e  in  any  wife  infringed,  to  take  care  that  none  ffiould 
be  deified  until  after  their  death,  and  that  only  with 
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an  inferiour  rank  of  god  Hi  ip.  He  took  my  advice, 
canonized  a  vaft  number  under  the  title  of  faints,  and 
ordained  maffes  to  be  faid  to  them  out  of  his  own 
newly  compofed  Bible  :  For  the  old  Bible,  in  ule 
among  primitive  Chriftians,  having  its  laws  fo  contra¬ 
ry  to,  thofe  of  the  pope,  was,  by  his  authority,  made 
null  and  void  ;  ai>d  Rome,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the 
world,  became  the  mother  of  harlots ;  once  more  the 
feat  .  of  paganifm.  But,  -for  diftin&ion  s  fake,  we 
call  the  latter  Chriftian-pagans  ;  becaufe  tney  exercife 
?ll  their  villany  under  the  fpecious  fhew  of  Chrif- 


tianity. 

l  In  order  tofupport  the  Chriftian-pantheon  wordiip, 
flaughter-houfes  were  built,  and  called  holy  inquifi- 
i:ions ;  where  every  one  who  was  known  to  deny  the 
fupremacy  and  infallibility  of  his  holinefs  the  pope, 
or  fo  much  as  harbour  a  fufpicion  concerning  the  pa¬ 


pal  faith,  was  treated  with  as  little  mercy  as  if  he  had 
been  in  hell.  By  thefe  means,  people  were  kept  in 

the  moft  dreadful  awe  ;  fo  that,  if  any  man  happen- 

* 

ed  to  be  intelligent  enough  to  fee  through  the  cheat, 
he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  mind  to  himfelf ;  well 
knowing,  that  one  word  fpoken  againft  the  lucrative 
faith  of  the  priefts,  would  have  enfured  his  certain 
death,  by  means  the  moft  barbarous  and  cruel.  By 
this  amazing  fubtilty  of  prieftcraft,  with  the  utmoft 
fecurity  they  carried  on  their  villany,  under  the  malk 
of  fanftity,  for  many  centuries,  and  all  Europe  trem¬ 
bled  at  the  indignation  of  the  priefthood.  For  by 
means  of  my  brother’s  medals,  and  titles  of  ecclcfiaf- 
tical  dignity,  together  with  my  blinding  influence, 
the  various  orders  of  reverend  fathers  clave  as  fall  to 
<  .  '  -  his 
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Iiis  holinefs,  as  fcales  to  one  another  on  the  impene¬ 
trable  back  of  leviathan. 

Yet,  terrible  as  the  priefthood  were,  they  could  not 
totally  prevent  the  light  of  the  gofpel  ftiining,  lefs  or 
more,  in  fome  parts  of  Chriftendom,  efpecialiy  in  Brit¬ 
ain  1  where  Wickliffe  ano  his  diiciples  gave  their  rev¬ 
erences  no  fmall  uneafinefs  ;  for  which  they  poured 
vengeance  upon  his  bones  forty  years  after  his  demife. 
This  fame  fcripture  light,  kindled  in  England  by 
Wickliffe’s  miniftry,  fpread  itfelf  to  the  continent, 
where  firft  John  Hufs  and  Jerome  of  Prague  galled 
the  fides  of  popifli  prelates  ;  for  which  the  very  pious 
council  of  Conftance,  firft  recommended  them  to  the 
care  of  the  devil  by  excommunication,  and  then,  in 
the  name  ot  the  God  of  mercy,  condemned  them  to 
be  burned  to  death  for  believing  the  Bible.  It  is 
amazing  to  thitrk,  with  what  dexterity  they  have  lug¬ 
ged  in  the  name  of  the  Almighty,  to  fanffci  fy  their 
murders  on  all  occafions. 

About  a  century  after  this,  a  very  ftrift  inquiry  af¬ 
ter  truth  began,  by  the  inftrumentality  of  John  Cal¬ 
vin  and  Martin  Luther,  two  avowed  enemies  to  pop- 
ilh  wickednefs.  This  revival  of  religion  was  very 
alarming  to  the  priefts  of  Rome,  and  very  injurious 
to  my  government.  His  infallible  holinefs,  inftigated 
by  the  devil  Crudelis,  voted  their  immediate  deftrue- 
tion,  by  fire  and  faggot,  by  poifon,  aiTaffination,  or 
any  way  ;  for  there  is  nothing  dreaded  by  this  fame 
vicar  of  Chrift,  fo  much  as  the  fpreading  of  gofpel 
knowledge. 

Thefe  meafures,  however,  I  withftood  ;  having 
ivom  pad  experience  found,  that  coercive  meafures 
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are  by  no  means  the  molt  likely  to  reduce  profe'ffow 
of  religion  to  the  obedience  of  infidelity  ;  and  I 
thought  it  better  to  fend  the  devil  Difcordans  to  vifit 
thern^  with  inftru&ions  to  make  them  quarrel  about 
the  forms  of  religion  ;  this  I  took  to  be  the  moll  like¬ 
ly  method  to  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  both,  and  to 
baffle  and  confound  their  followers.  Ibis  was  done* 
and  they  jarred  exceedingly  about  circumftantials  ; 
but  do  what  we  would,  they  fpake  of  the  doarines  which 
are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  falvation,  with  perfeB  uni¬ 
formity,  which  greatly  fruitrated  our  dark  defigns  ; 
and  this  fire  of  reformation  fo  lately  fanned,  by  de¬ 
grees  fpread  itfelf  on  the  Continent,  and  in  Great- 
Britain,  where  itarofe  in  the  days  of  Wickliffe. 

The  pope  and  me,  being  loth  to  give  up  the  gov¬ 
ernment  we  had  always  been  accuftomed  to  have  in 
thefe  nations,  di-d  what  we  could  to  flifle  the  refor¬ 
mation  :  But,  alas  !  it  went  on  with  rapidity  in  the 
days  of  Edward,  and  might  nave  made  greater  ad¬ 
vances  than  it  has  ever  yet  done,  if,  luckily  for  his 
holinsfs  and  me,  that'  prince  had  not  been  taken  away  in 
-  early  life.  Mary,  being  a  princefs  juft  fitted  to  our  turn, 
no  fooner  afcended  the  throne,  than  I  flew  to  England, 
accompanied  by  the  devil  Crudelis,  refolving,  at  all 
events,  to  crufh  with  oppreffion,  all  who  rebelled 
againft  me  and  his  holinefs.  To  this  falutary  purpofe, 
were  tranfported  from  the  pope’s  arfenal,  abundance 
of  hempen  cord,  and  faggots  beyond  number,  that  we 
might  oblige  the  people  to  renounce  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
worfhip  his  Romilh  infallibility. 

There  were,  in  thofe  days,  two  lufty  bilhops,  right 
reverend  tyrants  in  the  devil,  Bonner  of  London,  and 

Gardiner 
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Gardiner  of  Winchefter,  who,  hearing  of  our  arrival, 
came,  equipped  in  their  prelatick  robes,  to  do  ns 
greeting,  and  bid  us  welcome  to  the  Britilh  ffiore. 
This  brace  of  right  reverend  prelates,  we  appointed 
prime  inquifitors  in  matters  of  faith,  and  principal 
agents  of  our  intended  cruelty.  Indeed  none  that 
ever  fuftained  the  office  of  priefl,  ever  were  more 
trufty  friends  to  the  government  of  Rome  and  hell* 
than  were  thofe  worthy  prelateso 

_  _  4  .  *  .  • 

The  vigilant  ,  devil  Crudelis  ceafed  not,  day  or 
night,  from  perfecutihg  the  faints,  fo  that  many  of  the 
ringleaders  of  the  feQ;  of  the  Nazarenes  were  appre¬ 
hended,  tried,  condemned,  and  tormented  to  death,  at 
a  flake  ;  fuch  as  archbilhop  Cranmer,  biffiop  Hoop: 
er,  biffiop  Latimer,  biffiop  Ridley,  Sec.  See.  But,  as 
it  happened  in  former  perfecutions,  fo  it  fell  out  in 
this,  the  affies  of  burned  faints  proved  fuch  fertiliz¬ 
ing  manure  to  the  church,,  that,  in  defiance  both  of 
hell  and  the  pope',  the  detefted  Nazarenes  became  by 
far  mote  numerous.  Wherefore,  if  our  friend  Mary, 
of  zealous  and  fcarlet  memory,  had  not  been  fum- 

•  .  -  /  _  l  *  ,  A 

moned  hence  to  receive  her  reward,  the  poor  devil 
Crudelis  muft  neceflarily  hav$  defifted,  merely  from 
inceffant  and  unfuccefsful  fatigue,  and  the  Nazarenes 
would  have  obtained  reft,  folely  from  our  defperation. 

But  when  Immanuel  beheld  fuch  havock  made  of 
his  church,  and  fo  many  places  bathed  with  fanftified 
blood,  his  wrath  took  the  alarm  ;  in  his  judgment,  he 
cut  down  the  zealous  queen  and  her  two  trufty  bilh- 
ops,  and  raifed  queen  Betfey  to  the  throne  of  En~ 
gland.  Now  the  fword  of  perfecution  was  wrefted 
from  the  hands  of  the  papifts,  and  the  good  people  of 
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the  church  o£  England  did  for  the  puritans,  what  the 
zealous  papills  had  done  for  them,  during  the  reign 
of  queen  Mary.  This  fame  queen  Elizabeth,  was  a 
great  zealot  for  high  church,  and  a  vigorous  nurfe  ol 
epifcopacy  ;  but  the  Brownifts,  and  other  diffenters, 
felt  the  full  weight  of  her  regal  vengeance.  I  happi¬ 
ly  prevailed,  unexpectedly,  with  the  divines  of  the 
eltablilhed  church,  to  retain  the  more  refined  part  ol 
the  popilh  fyftem  ;  which  thofe  men  who  were  for  a 
thorough  reformation,  both  in  doCtrine  and  dilcipline, 
could  not  comply  with  ;  and,  for  their  noncompli¬ 
ance,  we  taught  them  that  the  arm  of  epifcopacy  is 
every  whit  as  heavy  as  that  of  popery,  when  it  is  ex¬ 
erted  for  the  good  of  the  church.  And,  for  my  own 
part,  I  prompted  their  reverences  to  coercive  meaf- 
ures,  being  very  apprehenfive,  that  the  reformation 
might  have  been  carried  on  farther  than  it  really  was. 

Avar.  And  I  affure  you,  I  myfelf  was  not  idle  in 
thofe  days,  but  played  my  game  into  the  hand  of 
great  Infidelis.  I  met  their  lordlhips  the  prelates,  (I 
{hall  never  forget  it)  in  full  convocation,  and  reafon- 
ed  with  them  on  the  intended  reformation,  and  unto 
my  arguments  they  lent  a  willing  and  attentive  ear, 
«  Well,  gentlemen,  faid  I,  do  you  intend  to  come  to 
a  thorough  reformation  then,  and  reduce  Chriftianity 
to  its  primitive  fimplicity  ?  Have  you  confidered, 
gentlemen,  that  in  fo  doing  you  mull  iofe  your 
princely  revenues,  and  defeend  to  a  level  with  plain 
Peter,  Paul  and  Barnabas,  which  mull  needs  be  a 
very  mortyfying  Hep  to  fome  of  you.  ReeolleCt,  I 
pray  you,  how  long  your  prefent  profits  and  dignities, 

have  been  enjoyed  by  your  predecelfors  in  your  fev- 
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eral  fees.  Long  before  Chriftianity  was  known  in 
Britain,  even  beyond  the  ken  of  hiftory,  this  nation 
was  divided  into  the  feveral  bilhopricks  and  archbilh- 
opricks  by  you  enjoyed.  Through  all  the  ages  of 
popery,  the  fame  divifron  of  the  nation  into  archflam- 
inries  and  flaminries,  continued  under  their  prefent 
denominations ;  and  will  you  difcover  fuch  a  degree 
of  mortification,  as  to  give  up  the  profits  annexed  to 
your  ecclefiaftical  dignities  ?  That  were  to  fhow,  in¬ 
deed,  that  proteflant  bilhops  have  lefs  providence 
than  pagan  flamins.  Yet,  if  you  are  determined  to 
purge  your  religion  from  every  relift  of  popery, 
your  profits,  gentlemen,  mull  be  parted  with,  your 
revenues  mull  be  enjoyed  no  more  ;  and  how  will 
this  be  relilhcd  by  you  ?”  By  fuch  fenfible  and  fea- 
fonable  remonllrances,I  won  greatly  upon  the  minds  of 
their  lordlhips  ;  and,  in  the  ilfue,  it  was  refolved,  that 
rather  than  part  with : their  dignities  and  revenues, 
they  Ihould  fubmit  to  many  things,  which  have  no 
foundation  in  fcripture. 

Fast.  You  bring  to  my  mind,  coufin  Avaro,  the 
reception  I  met  with  by  the  dignitaries  of  the  ancient 
church,  on  the  dillribution  of  the  fore-mentioned 
medals.  I  went,  attired  in  my  robes  of  Hate,  to  de¬ 
liver  one  of  my  archiepifcopalian  medals  to  a  certain 
priell ;  whom  I  inliantly  created  “  His  grace  and 
moll  reverend.”  He  mumbled  over  to  himfelf  lev- 
eral  times,  “  moll  reverend,  his  grace,”  viewing  the 
medal  wilh  the  clofeft  attention.  It  is,  it  is,  faid  he, 
a  very  foft  and  agreeable  mode  of  addrefs.  Moll 
reverend  ;  his  grace.  Yes,  my  lord,  faid  I,  it  is 
very  mufical,  and  what  1  myfelf  only  am  capable  of 
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compofing.  A  mode  of  addrefs  very  becoming  the 
dignity  of  an  archbiftop;  Humble  preachers,  fuch 
as  Peter,  Paul,  Timothy,  and  Titus,  might  be  very 
well  contented,  without  being  their  graces  and  mod 
reverend  ;  for  they  were  not,  as  you  are,  courtiers, 
clothed  in  foft  raiment.  But  for  a  fpiritual  courtier, 
for  the  primate  of  a  province,  to  proftitute  his  name 
to  vulgar  mouths,  would  be  highly  unbecoming, 
would  greatly  eclipfe  the  honours  of  your  elevated 
ftation.  “  But,  worthy  Sir,  returned  he,  you  know" 
this  is  a  very  cenforious  world  in  which  we  live,  and 
fome  people  may  be  wicked  enough  to  luppole,  that 
fuch  a  title  as,  his  grace,  does  not  fo  well  become  a 
man  whole  breath  ts  in  his  nolfiils,  and  X  may  b^ 
cenfured  as  ambitious.”  I  hope,  my  lord,  replied  X, 
you  will  not  meditate  too  much  on  the  gloomy  fub- 
jeft  of  mortality,  or  that  will  make  your  dignity  cura- 
berfome  indeed.  Honours  fade,  Sir,  on  the  profpeH 
of  the  grave.  As  to  your  being  cenfured,  as  proud 
and  ambitious,  I  hold  the  contrary  ;  it  will  be  deem¬ 
ed  effential  to  your  high  eftate,  and  the  life  of  the 
Bible  being  prohibited,  the  laity  will  not  know  but 
your  order  is  of  apoftolical  inftitution.  Befides,  there 
is  my  lord  duke  enjoys  the  fame  title  of  addrefs  with 
your  grace  ;  fo  that,  inftead  of  being  cenfured  as 
proud  and  anlichriftian,  all  ranks  of  people  will  re¬ 
vere  you  the  more  for  it ;  efpecially,  as  it  will  make 
you  a  fit  companion  for  princes.  The  nobility  will 
confider  you  as  their  fuperiour,  in  as  much  as  a  fpir¬ 
itual  duke  is  fuperiour  to  a  temporal  ;  fo  that,  in  the 
-church,  your  feat  will  be  next  to  the  cardinals,  and 
in  the  fenate-houfe,  next  to  the  prince  himfelf.  The 
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gentry  will  fawn  upon  you,  fpaniel-like,  in  order  to 
obtain  preferment  for  younger  fons,  and  the  vulgac 
will  adore  you  as  a  demi-god. 

I  would  farther  advife  you,  to  lay  afide  preaching 
to  the  vulgar  race,  and  apply  yourfelf  wholly  to  af¬ 
fairs  of  Hate  ;  unlefs  called  to  it,  may  be  once  in  fev- 
en  years,  to  preach  to  the  king  and  his  nobles. 
<!  Aye,  replied  the  worthy  prelate,  but  how  {hall  I 
difpenfe  with  the  obligations  I  am  under,  as  a  bifh- 
op,  to  meditate  on  thefe  things,  to  give  myfelf  wholly 
to  the  miniliry  of  the  word  and  prayer  ;  yea,  to  be 
inftant  in  preaching  the  word,  in  feafon  and  out  of 
feafon  ?”  Oh,  Sir,  replied  I,  you  need  to  be  under, 
no  concern  about  that.  «  Surely,  Sir,  that  is  the  du¬ 
ty  of  a  bifhop,”  replied  he.  Yes,  very  true,  faid  I  ; 
the  duty  of  bifhops,  fuch  as  were  in  the  apoftles’  days  ; 
fuch  bifliops  as  are  appointed  in  the  New  Teftament. 
But  what  has  that  to  do  with  a  diocefan  bifhop,  or  an 
archbiffiop,  of  whom  you  yourfelf  are  the  firft. 
There  were  none  of  them,  you  know,  in  the  apoftles' 
days  ;  none  appointed  in  the  word  of  God.  And 
therefore  the  laws  which  bind  fcriptural  bifliops  to 
obedience,  can  have  no  manner  of  power  over  you,, 
as  diocefans ;  much  lefs  can  a  metropolitan,  fuch  a 
bifhop  as  the  apoftles  never  thought  o£  be  under  any 
fuch  injunctions.  Surely  your  grace  muft  know  that 
a  lord  bifhop,  or  a  gracious  metropolitan,  muft  have 
enough  to  do  without  preaching  the  gofpel.  Yet  if 
thefe  things  are  not  fufficient  to  remove  the  fcruples 
of  your  mind  ;  and  you  fhould  ftill  have  a  notion, 
that  preaching  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  you,  I  cart  put 

you 
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you  in  a  way  to  fatisfy  your  confcience,  without  abat- 

ihg  any  thing  of  your  greatnefs. 

ts  Pray,  Sir,  be  fo  kind,”  faid  he.  May  it  pleafe 
your  grace,  replied  I,  it  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
to  preach  by  proxy,  as  people  plead  their  caufes 
in  a  court  of  judicature.  You  know  it  is  the  fame 
in  effeft,  whether  you  preach  in  perfon  or  by 
proxy,  fo  that  your  numerous  flock  have  preaching 

enough. 

Farther,  with  your  grace’s  leave,  I  do  not  think  it 
becoming  your  dignity,  even  to  fay  prayers  in  your 
own  family.  How  far  beneath  the  character  of  fuch 
3.  fpiriiual  dignitary,  to  be  down  on  his  knees  amidft 
his  fervants,  worfhiping  his  maker  ?  Let  me  advife 
you,  either  to  lay  afide  family  worfhip  altogether,  or 
have  it  performed  by  a  chaplain.  This  will  have  two 
very  great  advantages  attending  it.  1.  It  will  fave 
your  grace  a  great  deal  of  hard  and  unpleafant  labour. 
And,  2.  It  will  make  your  grace’s  piety  to  be  admir¬ 
ed  by  the  vulgar.  Methinks  I  hear  one  fay  to  anoth¬ 
er,  “  What  a  good  man  is  my  lord,  the  archbifhop  ! 
For  although  he  is  too  high  for  faying  prayers  him- 
felf,  or  has  got  fo  much  that  he  has  no  need  to  pray, 
he  gives  a  good  falary  to  Mr.  Honeylip,  duly  to  per^ 
form  the  offices  of  religion  in  his  ftead.” 

All  this  while,  the  good  archbifhop  continued  ab- 
forbed  in  thought,  and,  awaking  as  from  a  trance,  he 
faid,  with  aftonifhment  glowing  on  his  countenance, 
«  Sir,  you  amaze  me  !  So  pertinent  your  counfel  ; 
fo  perfuafive  your  addrefs.  You  have  more  than 
half  brought  me  over  to  your  opinion,  as  my  future 
conduct  will  te§ify.” 

W  2  Having 
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Having  fucceeded,  even  beyond  expectation,  with 
Bis  grace  the  archbifhop,  I  waited  immediately  on  all 
the  diocefans,  within  the  pontifical  jurifdi&ion,  and 

took  the  moll  likely  meafures  to  bring  them  over  to 
our  intereft. 

1.  Lperfuaded  them,  as  I  had  done  the  archbifh¬ 
op  before  them,  that  the  worldly  grandeur  with  which 
J  and  his  holinefs  had  invelted  them,  was  certainly 
too  heavy  a  burden  for  them,  to  be  able  to  afcend 
the  pulpit  Hairs,  above  once  or  twice  a  year  ;  and  that 
even  then  it  ought  not  to  be  to  preach  to  an  ordina¬ 
ry  congregation. 

2.  That  they  might  difcharge  their  duty,  to  tho 
iiouls  within  their  relpeCiive  diocefes,  by  providing  vic¬ 
ars  to  watch  over  them  in  their  Head,  in  their  fever- 
al  parilhes  or  divifions,  that  they  might  freely  fpend 
their  time  either  at  the  court  of  Rome,  or  at  the 
courts  of  their  feveral  princes,  without  fuftaining  lofs 
at  home. 

D  isg.  Why,  Sir,  according  to  your  account,  the 
readied:  way  to  flop  the  mouth  of  a  noify  preacher,  is 
to  make  a  bifhop  of  him. 

In  fid.  The  only  way  in  the  world,  coufin.  Had 
the  king  of  England  given  a  bifhoprick  to  the  noify 
Whitefield,  as  he  was  advifed  to  do  by  a  certain  no¬ 
bleman,  it  is  unknown  what  mifchief  might  have  been 
prevented.  A  bifhoprick  would  have  done  him  more 
real  injury,  than  if  all  the  biihops  in  England  had 
written  againft  him.  You  remember  well,  how  Dr. 
D — d  once  threatened  our  ruin,  and  promifed  fair 
for  doing  a  mifchief  to  our  government ;  until  our 
happy  ftar$  fixt  him  in  a  prebend’s  ftall,  and  a  r — 1 
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chaplainfhin  ;  fince  which  time  he  has  been  quiet 
enough,  and  lets  people  fleep  on  and  take  then- .reft 

I  ppn  rpl\7  ' 

Fast.  -Having  fecured  both  orders  of  popifc  bilh- 
ops,  I  took  care  to  eftablilh  deans,  abbots,  monks, 
friars,  vicars,  chaunters,  prebendaries,  canons,  minor 
canons,  &c.  &c.  From  thence  I  proceeded  to  per- 
fuade  the  higher  orders  of  clergy,  to  encourage  plu¬ 
rality  of  livings,  well  knowing  that  if  a  country  vicar 
could  but  procure  a  fat  and  fruitful  benefice,  ne 
would  even  imitate  bis  betters,  and  preach  as  little  as 
poflible.  I  have  often,  with  great  pleafure,  obier.ved, 
that  if  a  benefice  exceed  two  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  the  poor  vicar  who  enjoys  it,  finds  hnnielf 
very  unable  to  preach,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to 
hire  a  journeyman,  to  whom  he  leaves  the  bulk  of 
his  bufinefs.  *  By  thefe  means,  we  got  curates  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  church  ;  a  fct  of  gentlemen  lold  to 
ilavery  and  inured  to  poverty,  not  for  want  of  parts 
and  learning,  nor  always  for  want  of  piety,  out  for 
want  of  what  is  by  far  more  neceffary  to  preferment, 
a  patron.  A  journeyman  weaver,  watch-maker,  or 
cabinet-maker,  can  afford  a  better  table  than  many  a 
gentleman,  who  lacks  nothing  but  a  patron,  to  make 
him  equal  to  the  very  firft  of  bilhops. 

Happily,  it  juft  anlwered  our  defire,  and  was  not 
long  before  a  lharp  conflift  between  the  vicars  and 
curates  enfued.  As  it  is  not  without  a  vein  of  droll¬ 
ery,  I  fhall  give  you  a  [ketch  of  it.  There  was  a 
certain  vicar,  who  having  obtained  a  living  of  about 
800I.  a  year,  called  his  curate  to  him  one  day,  and 
thus  addreffed  him  :  “  Mr.  Curate,  I  am  now  in  a 
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Nation  which  will  admit  but  of  little  preaching  ;  I 
muft  therefore  get  you  to  take  that  part  of  the  fervice 
principally  upon  yourfelf.  I  arn  under  a  neceflity  of 
vifiting  the  neighbouring  gentlemen,  and  affifting 
them  in  their  polite  amufements,  as  has  been  the  cuf- 
tom  of  rny  predeceffors  for  time  immemorial  ;  fo  that 
little  of  my  time  can  be  devoted  to  preaching  or 
praying,  and  lefs  ftill  to  ftudy  and  contemplation.” 
Mr.  Curate  replied,  “  Indeed,  Sir,  I  am  but  a  poor 
hireling,  whofe  fcanty  allowance  is  no  way  adequate 
to  labours  fo  extenfive,  I  am  refolved,  Sir,  to  meaf- 
ure  my  fervices  by  my  annual  falary.”  The  vicar’s 
benefice  being  fufficient  to  raife  him  above  preach¬ 
ing,  and  the  curate’s  allowance  fo  frnall  that  he  could 
not  afford  to  preach  much,  it  fo  fell  out  between  vic¬ 
ar  and  curate,  that  the  parifhioners  could  not  obtain 
above  twenty  minutes  preaching  weekly,  in  return  for 
their  tithes,  many  dues  and  offerings.  This,  you 
know,  was  greatly  to  our  advantage. 

Another  infiance  of  altercation,  between  the  vicar 

A  .  •  H 

and  curate,  I  well  remember,  which  alfo  was  decided 
in  our  favour.  “  Hark  you,  Mr.  Curate,  faid  a  cer¬ 
tain  vicar  one  day  to  his  journeyman,  I  expeftyou  fhall 
take  the  care  of  all  the  fouls,  within  my  parifh,  upon 
yourfelf;  as  I  have  much  bufmefs  of  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  nature  on  my  hands.”  I  take  the  care  of  them. 
Sir,  replied  his  curatefhip  ;  what  have  I  to  do  with 
them  ?  I  fhall  take  no  care  of  them,  I  affure  you.”$ 
66  Well,  but  Mr.  Curate,  faid  the  vicar,  I  hired  you 
on  purpofe  that  you  fhoulcl  take  the  care  of  them  off 
from  me.”  “  Indeed,  Sir,  rejoined  the  curate,  I  will 
not.  I  am  refolved  ;  do  you  think  that,  for  the  fcanty 

allowance 
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allowance  of  twelve  /hillings  per  week,  I  will  put  my 
own  foul  in  the  place  of  your  parifinoncrs  ?  No  Sir, 
let  him  take  the  care  of  them,  who  is  belt  paid  lor 
fo  doing.”  «  Then,  faid  the  vicar,  let  my  lord  bifliop 
take  care  of  them,  for  he  is  better  paid  than  either 
vicar  or  curate.”  By  thefe  means,  the  panfhioners 
may  go  to  heaven  or  hell,  as  moft  luits  then  inc  ina 
Uon,  provided  always  the  fees  are  pundually  paid. 

Imp.  Well,  father,  I  really  think  thofe  curates  were 
in  the  right ;  for  as  they  receive  but  journeyman  s 
wages  for  doing  the  drudgery  of  the  bufmefs,  it  » 
unreasonable  to  defire  any  more  than  journeyman  s 
labour  from  them.  If  they  perform  the  more  fervile 
parts  of  the  office,  for  their  fcanty  allowance,  it  feems 
but  meet  the  vicars,  who  receive  the  far  greatefi  part 
of  the  profits,  fhould  take  -the  burthen  of  .fouls  upon 
-themfelves.  If  I  am  not  greatly  miftaken,  the  fin- 
greater  part  of  mankind,  the  vicars  and  high-pnells 
alone  excepted,  are  of  the  fame  opinion  with  me  and 
•the  curate.  However,  that  was  all  in  the  days  of 
popery,  and  the  church  of  England  hath  fince  been 

bleffed  with  a  great  reformation. 

In  fid.  It  has  fo,  Impiator,  and  been  deformed 
again,  almoft  far  enough.  Some  time  alter  the  re¬ 
formation,  indeed,  the  gofpel  was  preached  aliuolt  ev- 
txy  where  in  England,  which  made  me  apprehend  the 
molt  dreadful  confecjuences,  and  made  me  exert  my 
utmoft  influence,  in  order  to  reduce  the  clergy  to 

obedience. 

This  important  point  was  in  a  great  meafure  carri¬ 
ed,  by  fixing  their  attention  inordinately  upon  tradi¬ 
tion^  and  kindling  relentings  in  the  bofom  of  many  a 

W  4  gownfman. 
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gownfman,  towards  the  old  fcarlet  lady,  whofe  gov¬ 
ernment  had  been  reje&ed.  So  that,  by  degrees,  I 
drew  them  to  take  pounfel,  as  formerly,  from  the  wife 
Infidelis  ;  one  particular  infiance  of  which  I  fhall 

give  you,  if  you  think  it  will  not  too  long  detain  you 
from  necelfary  bufinefs. 

Fast.  That  is  well  thought  of,  brother.  Idlenefs 
belongs  not  to  our  fraternity  ;  I  hold  it  good,  there¬ 
fore,  that  we  adjourn  to  our  ufual  time  of  meeting. 
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dialogue  XVI. 

f  ASTOSUSo 

WHEN  we  parted  yefierday,  you  mentioned 
feme  particular  inflance  of  the  clergy  feek- 
ing  to  you  for  direction-  brother  ;  will  it  pleaie  you 
to  relate  it  to  us  now  ? 

In  fid.  It  is  only  a  little  confabulation  I  had  with 
my  good  friend,  parfon  Out-and*in.  Tne  car:  was 
this  :  I  fet  out  one  morning,  for  Rome,  to  remove 
fo me  fcruples  which  infefted  the  mind  of  his  holinefs, 
the  father  of  the  world  ;  but,  paffing  by  parfon  Out- 
and-in’s  garden,  I  beheld  the  reverend  gentleman  in 
his  morning  gown  and  velvet  cap,  walking  flow  and 
penfive,  to  all  appearance  in  a  dejefled  manner. 
Charity  bid  me  flop  and  relieve  the  thoughtful  divine. 
At  her  command  I  flopped,  and  called  :  So  ho,  Mr. 
Out-and-in  ;  how  do  you  do  ?  The  good  gentleman, 
awaking  as  from  a  trance,  eredled  his  body  into  a 
perpendicular  pofture,  pufhed  up  the  fnout  of  his  cap 
from  over  his  eyes,  and  finding  it  was  me  who  called, 
inflantly  replied,  6C  O  my  good  friend,  Rationalis  ! 
(for  that  is  the  name  by  which  I  am  known  by  the 
clergy,  of  all  denominations)  am  I  fo  happy  as  to 
meet  with  you,  in  thisfo  difficult  feafon  ?  I  pray  you, 
molt  honourable  tutor,  be  pleafed  to  flop  and  give 
me  your  advice.” 

1  went  to  him,  and  thus  the  old  Levite  began  : 
Moft  truly  noble  and  intelligent  Sir,  I,  and  my 

brethren, 


^brethren,  the  genuine  children  oflearning  andfcience, 
have  long  been  much  grieved  at  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  fanaticifm,  which  now  prevails  amazingly  over  the 
people.  So  prevalent  is  it,  Sir,  that  fanatical  preach¬ 
ers  are  more  followed,  more  efteemed,  than  we,  the 
votaries  of  almighty  reafon.  In  thefe  days,  Sir,  there 
are  fome,  who,  in  a  frantick  manner,  decry  the  no¬ 
ble  powers  of  the  human  foul,  which  we  efteem  to 
be  almoft  divine  ;  who  preach  falvation,  by  what 
they  call  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  contrary  to  the 
inftru&ions,  which  we  receive  from  that  illumination, 
which  thou  haft  given  us.  W e  have  long  been  ftudy- 
ing  how  to  fupprefs  this  fanaticifm,  and  to  promote 
the  more  confident  doftrine  of  falvation  by  our  own 
wTorks,  and  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  our  own  will, 
to  perform  perfect  righteoufnefs.  It  is  intolerable, 
Sir,  to  hear  men  of  virtue  and  piety,  placed  on  a  level 
with  vile  publicans  and  finners,  who  know  not  the 
law,  and  are  therefore  accurfed.  Impious,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  to  fuppofe  that  the  benevolent  Deity 
will  not  reward  our  good  endeavours  to  pleafe  him, 
by  working  out  our  own  falvation,  without  trufting 
in  the  righteoufnefs  of  another.” 

To  be  fure,  faid  I,  to  gentlemen  of  virtue  and 
goodnefs,  it  mu  ft  he  very  mortifying  to  fubmit  to  be 
levelled  with  thofe  who  work  not,  but  believe  in  him 
who  juftifieth  the  ungodly.  Very  trying,  indeed,  to 
own  one’s  felf  to  be  an  hell-deferving  Tinner,  when 
your  own  reafon  bears  witnefs,  that  you  deferve  the 
ineftimable  bleffings  of  everlafting  happinefs,  for  your 
own  perfonal  goodnefs.  What  man  of  virtue  and 
moral  goodnefs,  what  gentleman  of  a  clear  head  and 
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good  heart,  like  yourfelf,  can  bear  to  be  told,  that 
harlots  and  publicans  (hall  enter  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en  fooner  than  you  ?  I  wonder  not,  my  worthy  Sir, 
that  the  preaching  of  falvation  by  the  works  of  another, 
fhould  be  a  ftone  of  perpetual  (tumbling,  and  a  rock 
of  invincible  offence  to  you.  And  this  ofFence  wilt 
never  be  removed,  until  we  can  fo  manage  it,  that 
this  fame  book,  called  feripture,  is  made  to  truckle 
to  the  more  confident  dictates  of  human  leafon  ,  Ly 
which  alone  the  authenticity  of  doarine  ought  to  be 
attefled,  independently  of  any  records  whatever,  ci¬ 
ther  ancient  or  modern. 

I  myfelf  have  beheld  the  preaching  of  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  with  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs.  But  for  feeing 
the  felf-righteous  Jews  break  their  bones  by  humbling 
upon  it,  and  the  wife  philofophick  Grecians  tuinmg 
merry-andrews,  and  laughing  at  it  as  foohlhnefs,  I 
fhould  certainly  have  funk  into  defpair  ;  becaufe  I 
was  unhappy  enough  to  fee  it  prove  both  the  power 
of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God,  to  thofe  who  felt 
themfelves  actually  in  a  perifhing  condition.  But, 
my  good  Mr.  Out-and-in,  permit  me  to  tell  you  that 
whatever  pain  I  endure  on  account  of  a  pieacned 
gofpel,  I  can  do  nothing  that  will  effectually  prevent 
it,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  clergy.  By  tne 
way,  let  me  not  fo  much  as  hint  any  defection  of  the 
clergy.  No,  Sir,  I  thank  my  aufpicious  bars,  by  far 
the  greateft  part  of  them,  are  upon  the  right  fide  of 
the  queltion.  There  are  hut  few,  very  few,  who 
preach  thofe  enthufiaftick  doCtrines,  with  which  the 
articles}  homilies,  and  rubrick  are  fluffed  ;  very  few 

who 
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who  concern  themfelves  about  what  is,  or  what  is  not 
the  dofirine  of  the  Bible. 

But,  to  the  matter  of  your  troubles,  Sir,  I  appre¬ 
hend  they  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  two  heads  only  ; 
To  fupprefs  the  growth  of  fanaticifm  on  the  one  hand, 
and  fecure  to  yourfelves  the  patrimony  of  the  church 
on  the  other.  “  Thefe  are  all,  returned  he.  If  we 
can  but  accomplilh  thefe,  we  defire  no  more.”  Then 
Sir,  if  no  more  is  aimed  at,  I  lhall  put  you  in  a  way, 
by  which  you  may  accomplifh  them. 

Obferve  me  then,  my  good  friend  Mr.  Out- 
and-in,  the  firft  thing  to  be  done,  is,  to  draw  as  thick 
a  veil  as  poffible  over  the  perfonal  excellencies,  grace, 
and  righteoufnefs  of  Immanuel  ;  for  thefe,  wherever 
they  are  preached,  have  a  tendency  to  eclipfe  all  hu¬ 
man  glory,  and  greatly  to  diminifh  the  profits  of  the 

* 

altar  ;  which,  you  know,  are  the  principal  things  that 
ought  to  be  advanced.  The  holy  trade  of  prieftcraft 
can  never  profper,  but  in  proportion  to  your  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs.  Yet,  this  muft 
be  done  with  caution,  left  the  eyes  of  the  people  fhould 
be  opened, ^and  the  propagation  of  your  rational  re¬ 
ligion  be  prevented.  The  important  queftion  then 
is,  “  How  you  may  retain  the  charafter  and  authori¬ 
ty  of  Chrift’s  arabafladors,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time, 
you  are  labouring  to  extirpate  the  do6trine  of  falva- 
tion  by  his  blood,  from  the  rational  world  as  you 
cannot  expeft  to  be  fo  much  regarded  by  the  people, 
if  ever  you  lofe  your  claim  to  ambafiadorfhip.  Of 
this,  therefore,  you  muft  be  very  cautious,  and  by 
no  means  declare  yourfelves  avowed  enemies  to  the 
gofpel;  in  fo  many  exprefs  words. 

No, 


Dial.  16.]  ©F  DEVIL  S.  333 

•  No,  Sir,  you  muft  find  out  the  moft  glorious  names, 
which  poffihly  can  be  alcribed  to  the  Son  o,  God  ; 
yet  fuch  names  as  do  not  imply  hisperfonal  divinity; 
thefe  would  fpoil  your  fcheme,  and  therefore  mult 
be  rejefted.  For  inftance,  you  muft  not  call  him 
Immanuel,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlafting  Father, 
God  manifeft  in  the  flefli,  jefus  Chrift  yefterday, 
today,  and  forever  the  fame  ;  Alpha  and  Omega,  etc. 
&c.  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  names,  muft  abfolutely  be 
laid  afide,  for  they  make  directly  againft  the  rational 
fcheme.  On  the  other  hand,  you  muft  be  equally  care¬ 
ful  not  to  fpeak  {lightly  of  his  perfon,  name,  and  au¬ 
thority,  by  barefacedly  calling  him,  but  a  man,  Ukc 
vourfelves,  as  Dodlor  Prieftley  has  precipitately  done ; 
ana  by  fo  doing  betrayed  the  caufe  of  rational  re¬ 
ligion,  into  the  hands  of  the  orthodox,  to  be  mangled 
and  tortured  after  the  manner  of  that  wicked  Shaver. 
In  fhort,  you  muft  confider,  that  the  people  are  not 
all  rational  alike  ;  and  therefore  a  downright  denial 
of  the  Godhead  of  Chrift,  may  be  attended  with  very 
ferious  confequences.  Some  people  are  fiirnly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Athanafian  creed,  merely  out  of  defer¬ 
ence  to  the  judgment  of  their  anceftors  ;  and  otners 
are  as  firmly  attached  to  the  feriptures,  from  an  in¬ 
ward  conviftion  of  their  divine  propriety  ;  fo  that, 
without  the  greateft  care,  you  may  be  baffled  in  your 
very  firft  attempts  to  promulgate  you  rational  religion. 

In  fliort,  Sir,  notwithflanding  you  believe  him  to 
be  but  a  man  like  yourfelf,  or  at  moft  but  a  dignified 
creature,  you  muft  of  neceffity,  for  fear  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  give  him  a  kind  of  fuffragan  Deity  or  deputed 
Godhead,  like  that  of  Mars  or  Mercury,  in  the  pa- 
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gan  theology.  Your  friend,  Mr.  Whifton.  a  man  of 
deep  intelligence,  has  fhewn  you  what  may  be  done 
in  this  way  ;  do  you,  my  good  Mr.  Out-and-in,  imi¬ 
tate  the  fame  Homer-like  minifter.*  To  be  more 
particular,  you  mult  never  omit,  when  you  Ipeak  of 
him,  to  ufe  great  and  fwelling  words  of  feeming  re- 
fpeft,  as  if  you  had  the  moll  profound  veneration  for 
his  perfon  ;  call  him  the  only  fon  of  the  moll  high 
God  ;  the  firlt-born,  and  moll  exalted  of  creatures  ; 
a  being  far  above  men  and  angels ;  under  God,  the 
great  difpenfer  of  all  things,  both  in  earth  and  heaven. 
Not  a  fyllable  of  his  meafuring  the  feas  in  the  hollow 
of  his  hand  ;  of  his  meting  out  heaven  with' a  fpan  ; 
of  his  comprehending  the  duft  of  the  earth  in  a  raeaf- 
ure  ;  weighing  the  mountains  in  fcales,  and  the  hills 
in  a  balance  ;  or  of  his  taking  up  the  ifles  as  a  very 
little  thing.  That  is  a  defcription  of  Jefus,  mod  ad- 
verfe  to  what  you  would  have  thought  to  be  rational 
religion,  which  confiders  him  as  no  more  than  a  man, 
like  yourfelves.  It  is  good,  therefore,  that  fuch  de- 
fcriptions  fhould  never  be  quoted.  By  keeping  clofe 
to  thofe  appellations,  which  are  proper  to  him,  only 
as  man  and  mediator,  you  will  veil  his  real  perfonal 
dignity  ;  and,  in  time,  your  audience  will  quite  for¬ 
get  all  their  old  orthodox  notions,  concerning  the 
proper  Deity  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  at  pref- 
ent  are  fo  very  offenfive  to  you  and  your  brethren, 
2.  When  you  happen  to  hear  of  any  man,  who  is 
a  zealous  and  diligent  preacher  of  Chrift  crucified, 

as 

*  m. 

*  Homer-like  mirrifter.  Homer  was  a  wonderful  creator  of  gods  and  god- 
deifes,  and  fo  was  Mr.  Whifton,  from  his  own  account  of  the  Trinity,  which  he 
makes  to  con£ft  of  one  uncreated,  and  two  created  Gods. 
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as  the  only  foundation  of  the  Tinner’s  hope,  you  muff 
look  to  it  that  fomething  be  fpeedily  done,  to  prevent 
his  fuccefs  :  For  fuch  a  man  is  capable  of  being  very 
injurious  to  us,  and  our  rational  religion.  His  fol¬ 
lowers  will  confider  you  as  no  better  than  hirelings, 
mercenary  priefts,  and  enemies  to  the  gofpel  of  fal- 
vation.  Therefore  you  mult,  but  always  with  the 
greatell  art,  attack  his  chara&er.  Stigmatize  him 
with-  fuch  names  of  reproach  as  you  think  will  be 
molt  likely  to  take  with  the  vulgar.  However,  you 
mull  beware  of  touching  his  moral  character,  for  that 
will  be,  like  the  body  of  Achilles,  invulnerable  even 
to  malice  itfelf.  His  religious  character,  becaufe  lehr 
underftood  by  the  common  people,  will  be  more  eafi- 
]y  injured  ;  and  is,,  therefore,  the  mod  proper  objeft 
of  your  attacks. 

You  may  call  him  an  enthufiaft,  which  is  a  name 
underftood  by  very  few  ;  therefore  the  greateft  part 
of  the  people  will  confider  him  as  fome  cutlandifli 
monfter,  and  avoid  him,  as  they  would  fliun  the  path 
of  a  crocodile.  Or  you  may  call  him  a  methodift  ; 
this  alfo  is  a  name  well  calculated  to  excite  popular 
abhorrence,  as  you  know  many  would  rather  choofe 
to  be  papifts  than  methodifts.  Or  you  may  call  him 
an  anabaptift,  or  fanatick.  In  fiiort,  you  may  drefs 
him  in  what  names  you  think  will  moft  effectually  ftii* 
up  the  people  to  bait  him,  as  they  would  do  a  bull 
or  a  bear  from  the  foreft  ;  and  fo  far  as  your  influ¬ 
ence  goes,  you  may  totally  prevent  Iris  ufcfulnefs  v 
which,  you  know,  will  be  a  great  fervice  done  to  the 
devil,  and  to  rational  religion. 
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But,  my  good  Mr.  Out-and-in,  take  care  that  you 
be  not  too  bare-faced  in  your  Danders,  .as  Do&or 
Pri’eftley  has  been  in  his  againit  the  orthodox  diffen- 
ters.  His  2eal  for  rational  religion  is  fo  furious,  that 
it  prompted  him  to  rend  the  cjifguife,  which  ought  by- 
all  means  to  have  concealed  his  implacable  hatred  of 
the  orthodox.  This,  however,  he  has  thought  propet 
to  difeover  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his  word,  in  a  way 
of  (lander,  will  now  fcarcely  be  taken  by  any  body, 
fo  that  even  the  rationals  themfelves  are  afhamed  of 
his  rafhnefs.  But  you,  my  friend,  may  avail  yourfelf 
of  his  mifearriage,  and  avoid  the  rock  upon  which  he 
foundered  under  full  fail,  by  conftdering  that,  amongft 
the  laity  there  are  always  to  be  found  a  difeerning 
few,  whofe  penetration  may  be  too  keen  for  a  flimfy 
difguife.  Now,  fhould  your  malice  be  detected,  your 
very  reproaches  would  bring  him  profelytes,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Dr.  Trapp,  of  crabbed  memory,  and  the  late 
Mr.  Whitefield.  Therefore,  let  all  your  reproaches 
feem  to  flow  rather  from  pity  than  malice.  Do  not 
fail  to  commend  fomething  of  the  good  that  is  in 
him  :  This  will  be  an  excellent  cloak,  from  under 
which  you  may,  with  the  greater  freedom,  (hoot  your 
arrows  of  calumny.  For  example,  when  his  name  is 
mentioned  in  company,  you  may  fay,  u  He  is  a  good 
fort  of  man,  I  believe  ;  but  I  am  forry  for  him. 
Poor  man,  he  hath  imbibed  fad  enthufiaftick  princi¬ 
ples.  The  poor,  weak,  well  meaning  man,  wTould  do 
good  if  he  could,  I  believe,  but  is  fadly  led  away  by 
methodiftical  notions.”  Sir,  there  are  a  thoufand 
ways  of  vending  fcandal,  with  feeming  pity,  which 
feme  people  are  perfeft  matters  of  :  But  your  divines 

are 
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are  too  warm,  and  therefore  their  arrows  fall  to  the 
ground  before  they  infliCt  any  wound  at  all. 

\  I  have  known  an  important  minifter,  ere  now,  ruin 
the  reputation  of  his  neighbour,  with  lefs  than  ten 
words  fpeaking,  and  thofe  too  feemingly  fpoken  in 
much  pity.  O,  Sir,  there  requires  great  art  in  fcan- 
dalizing  to  purpofe.  Nothing  gives  l'uch  a  point  to 
the  arrow  of  fcandal,  as  feeming  concern  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  party  whom  you  want  to  ruin.  I  could 
recommend  you  to  certain  gentlemen,  in  great  efti- 
mation  for  religion  and  virtue,  as  the  molt  accomplifh- 
ed  in  this  neceffary  art,  did  not  I  know  that  you  dif- 
dain  to  learn  from  any  inferiour  to  myfelf. 

3.  If  you  would  invalidate  the  doftrine  of  imputed 
righteoufnefs,  you  mull  begin  juft;  here,  and  proceed 
in  the  following  manner.  That  it  is  a  dottrine  which 
mull  be  brought  into  contempt,  as  you  would  wifh  to 
preferve  the  honour  of  the  creature,  is  clear  to  a  dem- 
onftration  ;  feeing,  whenever  a  man  is  brought  cor¬ 
dially  to  embrace  it,  his  looks,  however  lofty  before, 
are  brought  down,  and  he  lies  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  as 
a  perilhing  and  loft  finner  ;  which,  you  know,  is  in- 
conliftent  with  the  dignity  of  a  philofopher,  or  a  ra¬ 
tional  Chriftian. 

You  muft,  my  worthy  Mr.  Out-and-in,  you  mull 
indeed,  declare  that  man,  having  received  no  damage 
at  all  by  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  coming  into  the  world 
in  perfeft  innocence,  is  capable  of  having  a. righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  his  own,  which  will  juftify  him  before  an  in¬ 
finitely  holy  God.  “  Aye,  but  Mr.  Rationales,  faid  he* 
how  lhall  I  manage  in  this,  feeing  there  are  fo  many 
.  plain  paflages  of  fcripture,  which  contradict  me  ?” 

X  Do, 
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Do,  my  good  friend  !  You  muft  not  mind  that,  if  you 
intend  to  be  a  rational  preacher.  You  muft  fhew 
yourfelf  a  man,  and  leap  over  them,  as  many  have 
done  before  you.  Imitate  the  zealous  Dr.  Prieftley, 
and  like  him  tell  your  hearers,  that  the  fcriptures  do 
not  mean  what  they  fay.*  What  man  of  reafon 
would  regard  a  few  adverfe  texts  of  fcripture,  when 
the  dignity  of  human  nature  is  the  fubjeft  in  quef- 
tion  ? 

For  your  encouragement,  permit  me  to  aflure  yous 
that,  however  adverfe  the  fcriptures  may  be  to  your 
rational  doftrine,  the  populace  will  be  very  propitious* 

You  can  never  pleafe  men  fo  well  as  by  clapping 
them  on  the  fhoulders,  telling  them  their  hearts  are 
good,  that  they  need  not  doubt  of  getting  fafe  to 
heaven,  whether  they  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  or 
not.  And  I  engage.  Sir,  your  auditory  will  carefs 
you,  for  the  fake  of  your  pleafing  doQrine. 

4.  As  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  I  would  not  have  you 
abfolutely  refrain  from  mentioning  him,  and  his  affift- 
ing  influence,  becaufe  your  people  read  of  him  in  your 
church  liturgy  fo  very  often.  But  be  fure  roundly 
to  aflert,  that  it  is  mere  enthufiafm  for  a  man  to  ex- 
pe6t  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  thefe  days  ;  and 
let  them  folve  the  difficulty,  how  the  thoughts  of  a 
man’s  heart  can  be  cleanfed  by  the  infpiration  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  whom  they  cannot  receive,  as  they  fhall 
find  opportunity.  It  feems  I  proved  as  a  kind  of  re¬ 
membrancer  here,  for  he  flopped  me  fhort  and  faid  : 

“  Let  me  fee - 1  think  I  Ihould  remember  fome- 

thing 

*  Familiar  illuftration  of  certain  texts,  &c. 
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thing  about  the  Holy  Ghoft  fomewhere - -Hum— 

If  I  miftake  not;  it  was  relating  to  the  office  of  ordi¬ 
nation.” 

Yes,  Sir,  faid  I,  it  was  ;  you  only  profeffied  to  my 
lord  biffiop,  that  you  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
to  take  upon  you  the  office  of  a  deacon.  That  was 
all,  Sir.  He  replied  :  44  I  believe  it  was  fome  Inch 
thing.  But  pray,  Sir,  was  it  rational  in  me  fo  to  do, 
feeing  I  did  not  then  believe  that  any  man  receives 
the  moving  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  thefe 
times?”  Surely,  faid  I,  it  was.  You  know,  Sir,, no 
man  can  get  a  benefice  without  it,  in  your  way  ;  and 
I  pray  you^  who  would  not  do  as  much  as  that  for  a 
good  living  ?  Why  fliould  you  have  any  fcruple  of 
confcience,  feeing  you  have  got  fome  hundreds  a  year 
by  it  ?  I  know  many,  very  many,  who  did  the  iame. 
Sir,  who  can  hardly  procure  thirty  pounds  per  an¬ 
num.  On  my  word,  you  fold  your  confcience  well. 
But  for  thofe  fons  of  fcience,  they  foolifhly  threw 
theirs  away,  without  the  profpeft  of  any  comfortable 
return.  I  affure  you,  a  journeyman  weaver  can  af¬ 
ford  a  better  table  than  many  a  clergyman  of  the 
rank  of  curate. 

c.  Once  more  ;  as  the  works  of  the  Saviour  of 
mankind  muft  not  be  wholly  omitted  ;  fliould  you 
be  aflced*  What  Jefus  did  for  his  people  ?  You  muft 
anfwer,  as  it  were  in  a  rapture  :  44  O  !  he  hath  done 
great  things  for  us.  He  defcended  from  the  heaven¬ 
ly.  glories,  and  aflumed  our  nature.  He  hath  abro¬ 
gated  the  feverity  of  the  old,  and  introduced  a  new 
and  milder  law  ;  lived  agreeable  to  the  precepts  of  it 
himfelf,  and  when  his  inftruflions  were  finifhed,  he 

X  2  confirmed 
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confirmed  us  in  his  ways,  and  fealed  the  truth  of  his- 
doSrine  with  his  own  precious  blood.”  Thus,  my 
friend,  you  may,  by  good  management*  if  grace  pre¬ 
vent  not,  deceive  the  very  eleQ;.  Tears  of  thankful- 
nefs  trickled  down  the  old  gentleman’s  beard;  he 
gave  me  molt  hearty  thanks,  and  protefted,  that  no 
inftruftions  could,  be  more  agreeable  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  reaforn 

Fast.  I  can  tell  you,  brother,  your  advice  wa& 
not  in  vain  ;  but  has  been  invariably  followed,  fo 
that  this  rational  religion  is  now  very  little  injurious 
to  our  interefi. 

In  fid.  It  is  very  moderate,.  Sir,  and  may  well  be. 
tolerated,  even  by  our  governours  themfelves.  It  has 
not  the  leaft  affinity  with  the  dofdrine  of  the  crofs 
which  is  juftly  the  abhorrence  of  every  partizan  of 
ours,  as  will  appear  from  the  creed  which  I  compof- 
ed,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Out- 
and-in  ;  which,  if  agreeable,  I  fhail  recite. 

Dis.  I  pray  you,  Sir,  let  us  have  the  creed.  It 
may  afford  matter  of  entertainment  to  have  the  creed^ 
of  the  enemies  of  all  creeds  and  confeffions. 

Infid.  Not  enemies  to  all  creeds,  coufm  ;  only  to 
thofe  creeds  which  they  deem  orthodox  ;  thofe  which 
debafe  the1  finner,  exalt  the  Saviour,  and  thwart  the 
views  of  human  arrogance.  But  they  are  very  fond 
of  fuch  creeds  as  tickle  proud  nature,  eclipfe  the  fov- 
ereignty  of  grace,  and  debafe  the  Saviour,  as  infuf- 
ficient  of  himfelf  toTave  to  the  uttermoft  thofe  that 
come  to  God  by  him  :  As  you  will  fee  in  the  following. 

66  I  believe  in  the  great  God,  the  Father  and  foun¬ 
tain  of  Deity,  as  an  abfolute  and  fupreme  being,  eter- 

nal, 
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Ml,  immortal,  invifible,  omniprefent,  alL.p<m«ful,  the 
Creator,  Supporter,  and  Cover, tour  ot  all  worlds.  1 
believe  in  another  God,  who  is  not  eternal  m  hi.  ex. 
iftence;  not  omnipotent  in  Ms  eflence  ;  not  omnipo¬ 
tent,  but  entirely  dependent  on  the  great  God  for  ms 
very  exigence  ;  not  fupreme  o-ver  all,  as  Paul,  the 
fanatick,  thought  ;  but  fubjed  in  all  things  to  him 
that  made  him  ;  not  immortal,  but  actually  died  about 
feventeen  hundred  years  agone,  for  purpofes  after¬ 
wards  to  be  mentioned.  I  farther  believe,  concern- 
,jng  this  fecond  God,  that  he  was  created,  as  the  fa¬ 
mous  Whifton  fays,  by  the  great  God,  in  an  ineffable 
manner,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  far  above 
all  angels,  and  appointed  to  be  the  minilter  ot  the 
wrath  and  mercy  of  the  Creator.  I  believe  in  a  third 
God,  called  the  Holy  Ghoft,  created  by  the  fecond 
God,  or  fuffragan  of  the  fupreme  Deity,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  may  properly  be  called  the  grandfon  of 

ihe  great  God.” 

u  I  beg  your  pardon,  faid  Mr.  Out-ana-in,  imes.- 
^opting  me  ;  it  would  be  more  rational  ftill,  to  atci ibe 

no  deity  whatever  to  the  Son  of  God.” 

O  Sir,  replied  I,  we  lfea.ll  fit  you  in  that,  in  the 
vnoft  agreeable  manner  ;  then  to  the  article  ot  faith 
in  the  great  God,  add,  6i  I  believe  in  Jefus  Clirift,  as 
a  mere  man  like  ourfelves,  y.et  pious  and  holy.  A  ^ 
man  lent  of  God,  as  a  great  teacher,  whofe  bufinefs 
in  life  was  to  introduce  a  new  mild  law,  commonly 
called  the  gofpel  ;  becaufe  God  had  altered  his  mind, 
refpefting  the  falvation  of  mankind,  fince  his  giving 
of  the  old  law,  which,  upon  examination,  and  long  ex¬ 
perience,  was  found  to  be  too  ftrift  and  fevcre,  con- 

X  a  -fequently 
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fequently  unjuft  and  fit  for  abolition.  Wherefore,  he 
iai(ed  up  this  fame  Jefus  Chnft,  a  man  like  ourfelves, 
and  lent  him  to  correft  the  errors,  which  infinite  wifi 
dom  had  fallen  into,  in  giving  what  we  call  the  mor¬ 
al  law.  I  believe,  that  when  he  obtained  a  perfeft  cor- 
reu;  copy,  he  taught  it  to  mankind,  and  called  it  the 
nCvV  law,  or  tne  gofpel.  I  believe  that  this  good  man 
a  finally  did  make  fuch  correftions,  alterations,  and 
amendments,  in  tne  moral  law,  as  he  faw  meet,  not- 
withftanding  he  pofitively  declared,  that,  «  although 
heavui  and  eaith  lliould  both  pafs  awav,  not  one  jot 
or  tittle  of  the  old  law  fhould  fail,”*’.  e.  be  fuperfeded 
by  any  other  law  whatever.  I  believe  that  Jefus 
Child,  tms  good  man  like  ourfelves,  having  rendered 
the  old  law  a  perfefl  fydem,  and  having  taught  it  in 
its  purified  date,  died  to  confirm  the  truth  of  his  doc¬ 
trine,  juft  as  Cranmer  and  other  good  men  have  done 
fince  then.  I  believe  farther,  that  he  continued  un¬ 
der  the  power  oi;  death  for  three  days,  and  then  was 
raiiea  from  the  dead,  to  fhew  that  he  was  no  impodor, 
but  was  a  flu  ally  commifiioned  to  amend  the  old  law, 
which,  prior  to  his  correflion,  was  neither  holy,  juft, 
nor  good,  as  the  miftaken  apoftle  thought  it  to  be, 
farther  dill,  I  believe  that,  in  his  exalted  ftate,  he  is, 
as  good  Dr.  Prieftley  obferves,  only  a  man  like  our- 
f elves,  notwjthftanding  the  orthodox  ignorantly  wor- 
fliip  him  as  Immanuel,  God  with  them  ;  God 
manifeft  in  the  fle fh  ;  the  true  God  and  eternal 
life  ;  the  Alpha  and  Omega  ;  the  find  and  the 
laft,  and  I  know  not  what  enthufiaftick  titles,  fuch 
as  that  book,  called  the  Bible;  aferibe  to  Jefus  of 
Nazareth.  /  ; 

“  Concerning 
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.  ..  Concerning  the  original  Hate  of  man,  1  believe, 

,  a  ,  V A  nt  head  his  children  in  the  hkenels 

.that  Adam  did  not  oe0  ,  •  . 

which  he  himfeif  bore,  at  the  time  of  their  U  b 
loiten  bu.in  .he  likenefs  which  he  bore  be, ore  he 
had  finned  j  that,  although  the  fountain  became  po  ■ 
Juted,  the  dreams  continue  pure  and  Jmrp.d  i  an  ., 
although  me  root  was  depraved  by  tranfgietion,. 
branches  and  fruit  are  holy  and  innocent.  •  _ 

there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  original  fin  tn  tmy  -  • 

nor  have  the  pofierity  of  Adam  any  (bare  m  me  gut  t 
of  his  tranfgrefftons.  And,  whereas  t..e  cieu-.i  ' 
fonts  is  frequently  alleged,  by  fanaticks,  and  orua,- 
dox  Chriftians,  as  a  proof  of  original  fin  ;i  do  mo,, 
rationally  believe,  concerning  thofe  that  die  in 
cy,  that  either  God,  in  an  arbitrary  unjutl  ma 
murders  them,  without  caufe.;  or  that  then  death  » 
occafioned  by  feme  fin  of  their  own,  committed,  --  - 
ther  whilft  they  were  in  the  womb,  or  hemic  t  my  - 
ting;  for  no  man  can  die  for  the  fins  of  another, 
fays  your  oracle,  and  yet  it  is  clear  that  infants  to  A*. 

«  Moreover,  I  believe  that  every  man  is  poffdkd 
of  power,  to  juftify  himfeif  by  the  deeds  of  me  aw, 
and  to  procure  falvation  by  his  own  willing  and  r  .  - 
ning,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Paul,  and  tne  red  o 
the  orthodox  ;  that  falvation  is  obtained  by  works  of 
righteoufnefs  of  our  own  performing,  and  not  by  the 
obedience  and  death  of  any  other  perfon  whatever  , 
that  the  glorv  of  our  falvation  ball  redound  to  tne 
abfolute  mercy  of  God,  and  our  own  good  endeav¬ 
ours  to  obtain  it ;  and  not  unto  Chrift,  whom  tne  m- 
thodox  enthufiaftically  fay,  has  loved  them,  and  waih- 

.ed  them  in  his  blood,  by  which  he  has  redeemed 

v  .  them 
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them  to  God,  out  of  every  nation,  kindred*  people 

tongue  and  language.”  ■  * 

This  creed  being  cordially  received  by  my  votaries, 
I  laughed  in  my  fleeve,  and  faid,  A  fig  for  you  all  my 
enemies  ;  Goodwin,  Charnock,  Owen  and  Crifp,  &c„ 
&c.  where  are  you  now  ?  A  fig  for  all  your  fnarlings 
at  my  principles  !  Lift  up  your  heads  from  the  dully 
pillows,  and  liften,  whilft  your  own  defcendants,  ye 
puritans,  with  all  the  force  of  eloquence,  plead  the 
caufe  of  great  Infidelis. 

Imp.  Honoured  father,  I  admire  your  fubtilty,  and 

almoll  adore  your  craftinefs.  Who  would  have 

thougnt,  w  hen  we  heara  the  old  puritans  raving  againft 

unb  lief  and  profanenels,  that,  in  fuch  a  fliort  time, 

tlKii  defcendants  would  have  forfaken  the  principles 

ot  their  progenitors.  But  I  give  you  joy,  my  fire, 

you*  opuauons  nave  lacked  no  advantageous  fuc- 
cefs. 

In  Fin.  You  are  very  obliging,  my  fon  !  But  I 
perceive  you  are  not  aware  of  all  the  glory  of  this 
conquelt.  Perhaps  my  friends  would  think  it  ftrange, 
if  I  fhould  tell  them,  that,  by  this  device,  I  have  again 
introduced  into  Britain,  as  grofs  idolatry  as  ever  was 
preached  by  the  ancient  druids,  as  ever  was  known 
at  Rome  or  Athens  ;  and  that  Britilh  divines  have 
arrived  at  an  higher  degree  of  heathenifm  than  ever 
was  known  in  the  celebrated  pantheon. 

Imp.  Nay,  then,  my  bewildering  parent ;  out  with 
it,  and  explain  yourfeif.  What,  idolatry  again  in 
Britain  !  Happy  liars  ! 

Infid.  Hold,  fon.  Reltrain  yourfeif,  I  fay.  Do 
not  you  remember  the  charge  I  gave  you,  Impiator, 

when 
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when  I  fent  forth  my  feveral  worthies  to  found  rny 

*  *'  #  j 

fleep-g  iving  trumpet 

Imp.  I  can  remember  nothing  at  prefent,  fo  great 
js  my  joy  !  O  idolatry  !  How  glad  am  I  that  the 

Britons  have  again  embraced  thee  ! 

In  fid.  This,  fon,  was  my  charge,  and  I  defire 
you  will  remember  it.  Take  care,  faid  I,  Impiator, 
take  care  what  you  do.  It  is  a  mattei  of  great  im 
portance  to  our  infernal  intereft,  to  which  a  blunder 
of  yours  might,  on  this  occafion,  be  very  injurious. 
Thefe  men  are  gone  forth  upon  my  bufinels  ;  with  a 
commiffion  from  me,  your  father,  to  counteract  a 
preached  gofpel,  and  as  much  as  may  be  to  fap  its 
foundation  dodrines.  Now,  my  fon,  in  order  to  be 
ufeful  to  me,  it  is  highly  neccffary  they  fliould  bear 
the  appearance  of  the  Itrideft  fandity,  and  be  no<. 
any  wife  defe&ive  in  tithing  anife,  mint,  and  cum¬ 
min,  or  how  can  they  impofe  the  cheat  upon  mankind 
with  fuccefs  ?  Whereas,  the  appearance  of  devotion 
and  fanSity,  will  give  energy  to  their  arguments,  and 
greatly  recommend  their  dodrine  ;  there  is  no  beat¬ 
ing  it  out  of  the  heads,  even  of  the  mod  ignorant, 
that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  devotion  and  fandity,  in- 
feparably  conneded  with  religion. 

Now,  my  fon,  thou  art  but  a  purblind  devil,  and 
at  belt  precipitate  ;  therefore  thou  mayeft  overturn 
my  well  concerted  fcheme.  I  charge  thee,  therefore, 
Impiator,  as  thou  wi  111  eft  well  to  our  male-adminiftra- 
tion,  that  thou  (halt  refrain  from  tempting  thefe  men 
into  any  of  thine  openly  notorious  ways,  and  to  leave 
them  entirely  to  my  government;  for  they  cannot  miscar¬ 
ry  whilft  I  have  the  pleafure  of  reigning  in  their  hearts. 

Fast. 
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F ast.  A  very  neceffary  caution,  and  ought  to  be 
regarded. 

Imp.  I  remember  it  very  well,  and  have  hitherto 
afted  accordingly  ;  notwithftanding,  I  would  rather 
allure  every  perfon  to  take  up  his  dwelling  in  fome 
part  of  my  dominions.  But,  Sir,  I  never  knew  that 
your  rational  divines  were  properly  idolaters. 

In  fid.  Do  you  confider,  then.  They  tell  their 
hearers,  that  Immanuel  is  no  more  than  a  dign;fied 
creature,  who  has  no  perfonal  claim  to  the  effential 
properties  of  true  and  abfolute  divinity,  notwithftand- 
ing  many  of  them  pay  divine  honours  to  his  name. 
Now,  ray  fon,  the  worfhip  of  a  creature,  how  digni¬ 
fied  fo  ever,  is  by  all  allowed  to  be  mere  idolatry. 

Fast.  They  deny  the  charge  of  idolatry,  brother, 
by  alleging,  that  they  offer  to  Immanuel,  only  an  in- 
feriour  worfhip,  fuited  to  the  inferiority  of  his  perfon 
as  a  created  being. 

In  fid.  The  very  thing,  in  which  their  idolatry  con- 
fifts,and  is  on  a  level  with  that  of  the  ancient  pagans.  It 
was  an  inferiour  kind  of  adoration,  which  the  ancients 
paid  to  their  heroes  and  common  Deities,  in  compar- 
ifon  of  that,  which  they  offered  to  Jupiter  their  great 
God,  the  fuppofed  king  and  father  of  all  the  reft. 
Mars  and  Mercury,  for  inftance,  were  never  confider- 
ed  as  fupreme,  but  as  acting  under  the  direction  and 
delegation  of  Jupiter  ;  as  fuch,  and  fuch  only,  they 
were  adored  and  worfhipped  ;  fo  that  to  diftinguifh 
between  the  worfhip  of  the  father,  as  fupreme,  and 
that  of  his  fon,  as  inferiour  and  fubordinate,  inftead  of 
exculpating  them  from  the  charge  of  idolatry,  doth 
a&uaily  enforce  it. 

Fast. 
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FaST  But,  to  clear  themfelves  from  the  charge  of 
idolatry,  they  allege  farther,  Sir,  the  command  of 
God  himfelf,  for  their  worlhipping  the  Son  notwith- 
ltanding  his  inferiority.  The  great  God,  fay  they, 
hath  given  command,  that  all  the  angels  of  God 
fliould° worlhip  him,  and  that  all  men  lhould  honour 
him  ;  Ihall  then  our  obedience  draw  upon  us  the  re- 

proacli  of  idolatry  ? 

In  fid.  So  they  fay.  But  il  they  knew  the  ferip- 
tures,  only  half  as  well  as  you  and  me,  who  have  la¬ 
boured  all  our  days  to  cloud  tin  ir  evidence,  they 
would  fee  that  thefe  commands,  inftead  of  exculpat¬ 
ing  them  from,  do  a&ually  bring  home  the  charge  oi 
idolatry  upon  them.  God  hath  cxprefsly  command¬ 
ed,  that,  “  Mankind  Utah  have  no  other  Gods  heroic 
him,”  as  objects  of  religious  adoration,  either  by  of¬ 
fice  or  otherwife.  And  he  would  hardly  have  him- 
felf  introduced  another,  ot  a  different  natuie,  and 


commanded  all  men  to  worlhip  him  ;  feeing,  in  this 

“ 

cafe,  one  command  would  have  clafhed  with  die 
other.  This  would  have  been  the  fpring  of  wild 
confufion,  and  everlafting  uncertainty  ;  for  the  two 
commands  being  diametrically  oppofite,  no  man  could 
ever  have  known  which  of  the  two  might  be  obeyed 
with  fafety. 

Would  we  but  fuffer  them  to  refleft  upon  the  di¬ 
vine  commands,  they  muff  unavoidably  fee,  that  their 
worlhipping  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  merely  delegated, 
with  an  inferiour  kind  of  worlhip,  is  abfolute  idolatry. 
When  the  firft  begotten  was  brought  into  the  world 
is  was  faid,  “  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worlhip  him,” 
which  they  accordingly  did  at  his  birth.  When  he 


revealed 
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er  gave  command, 
that,  «  All  men  fhould  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they 
honoured  the  Father.”  That  is,  with  the  felf-fame 
honour,  as  is  paid  to  the  Father,  on  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  his  being  one  (in  offence)  with  the  Father. 
Whereas,  Lad  the  I  ather  ordained  divine  honours, 
to  be  paid  to  any  being  of  ,a  different  effence  from 
himfelf,  he  would  not  only  have  overturned  the  firft 
commandment,  “  Thou  fhalt  have  no  other  Gods  be¬ 
fore  me,”  but  have  given  his  glory  to  another,  con¬ 
trary  to  his  own  exprefs  declaration.  I  wouid  not, 
therefore,  have  thofe  fons  of  fuperiour  reafon  think  it 
at  all  ftrange,  if  at  laft  they  find  themfelves  ranked 
with  idolaters. 

Imp.  But,  father,  if  I  miftake  not,  you  faid,  that, 
with  them,  paganifm  is  brought  to  as  great  perfeQion 
as  ever  it  arrived  at,  in  the  Roman  pantheon.  How 
is  that,  Sir,  feeing  they  are  rational  Chriftians  ? 

In  fid.  Yes,  my  fon,  they- call  themfelves  rational 
Chriftians,  becaufe  they  believe  and  teach,  “  That 
the  world  by  wifdom  may  know  the  Almighty,”  and 
adorn  their  harangues  with  words,  which  men’s  wif¬ 
dom  teacheth  ;  but  they  are  pagans,  notwithftanding, 
as  will  appear,  when  you  confider,  that  they  worfhip 
more  gods  than  one.  Arians  and  Socinians  both 
agree  to  worfhip  one,  whom  they  fay  is  truly  and  ef- 
fentially  God,  and  the  king  and  father  of  the  other 
Deities.  Befides  this  objeft  of  fupreme  adoration, 
they  have  other  two,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
whom  they  honour  with  inferiour  adoration,  juft  as 
the  ancients  did  the  common  Deities.  I  fuppofe, 
gentlemen,  you  will  allow  that  the  worfhip  of  two  or 

three 
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three  objefts  of  different  ranks,  is  as  real  paganife, 
as  the  worfhip  of  fo  many  hundreds  :  But  1  choofe 
to  diftinguifh  the  moderns  from  others,  by  the  name 
of  Chriftian  pagans,  becaufe  they  allow  Jefus  Chrift 
to  be  one  of  their  fecondary  Deities.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  you,  my  brother  Faftofus,  for  your  aflift- 
ance,  fo  kindly  given,  to  enable  me  to  accomplifh 
my  purpofes ;  without  it,  I  could  not  have  brought 
my  affairs  to  their  prefent  happy  fituation. 

Fast.  No,  brother, you  could  not;  but  you  are  at 
all  tiroes  welcome  to  my  affiftance,  in  counteracting, 
the  fimplkity  of  gofpel  truth.  I  myfelf  fhould  great¬ 
ly  fuffer,  were  the  Arians  and  Socinians  to  difcover 
what  part  we  have  in  their  rational  religion  ;  and  I 
am  not  without  my  fears,  that  the  capacity  of  the 
preachers  for  making  profelytes,  the  dwindling  away 
of  their  congregations,  and  the  contempt  in  which 
they  are  in  general  held,  will,  in  time,  convince 
them,  “  That  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,” 
and  fo  bring  them  to  change  their  prefent  fyflem  of 
rational  religion  for  that  of  the  cr'ofs  of  Jefus,  which 
is  truly  rational,  and  ennobles  every  reafoning  pow¬ 
er  of  the  human  foul. 

Imp.  Ah,  my  fire  !  What  a  fubtil  fpirit  you  are  ! 
With  what  laudible  craftinefs  muff  you  have  afted, 
to  fucceed  in  introducing  pagan  idolatry  amongft 
modern,  divines,  even  amongft  proteftant  diffenters. 

t 

I  have  long  known,  that  the  papifts  are  pagans  in 
difguife,  but  had  no  thought  of  rational  Chriftians  be¬ 
ing  fo  far  in  alliance  with  us. 

D  isc.  Pagans  in  difguife,  coufin  !  What  do  you 
mean  ?  There  is  no  myftery  at  all  in  your  fathers 

doffrines  ; 
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do&rines ;  nor  is  there  much  difference  between  the 
ancient  pagans,  and  modern  papifis.  The  principal 
difference  is  this  :  The  popifh  Juno,  whom  they  call 
the  mother  of  God,  is  far  greater  in  power,  and  more 
exalted  in  glory,  than  the  wife  of  Jupiter,  the  pagan 
Deity.  The  pagan  Juno,  a£led  in  ail  things  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  will  of  her  hufband,  the  king  and  father 
of  the  gods,  who  bore  abfolute  fway  over  the  heaven¬ 
ly  fynod  :  But  the  popifh  Jupiter  aQs  in  fubordina- 
tion  to  the  will  of  his  virgin  mother.  He  rules  the 
creation,  indeed  ;  but  then  he  is  ftill  fubjeft:  to  ma¬ 
ternal  direftion  ;  fo  that  it  is  not  God,  the  faviour  of 
finners,  but  the  virgin  Mary,  the  popifh  Juno,  who 
poffeffes  abfolute  fovereignty  ;  and  what  good  they 
expeft  at  the  hand  of  God,  is  expe&ed  as  to  be  done 
in  obedience  to  his  virgin  mother. 

In  all  other  things,  there  is  little  or  no  difparity 
between  the  ancient  and  modern  pantheon  worfhip. 
The  pagans  worfhipped  angels,  whom  they  called 
gods  ;  the  papifis  worfhip  them  alfo,  knowing  them 
to  be  creatures.  The  firfl  had  their  heroes  and  hero¬ 


ines,  whom  they  adored  under  the  name  of  demi¬ 
gods  ;  the  latter,  alfo,  have  their  heroes  andheroines3 
whom  they  worfhip  under  the  name  of  faints.  The 
ancients  had  their  ambiguous  oracles  and  lying 
wonders,  and  the  moderns  have  both,  in  far  greater 
abundance  ;  fo  that  he  muff  be  blind  indeed, 
who  does  not  fee  amongft  them  undifguifed  pa- 

i 

j  "  *  » 

Imp.  Then  it  mufl  follow,  that  the  papifis  are  great¬ 
er  friends  to  my  father  Infidelis,  than  the  Arians  and 
Socinians ;  becaufe  thefe  bear  fomething  of  the  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  truth  ;  but  thofe  have  caft  off  both  truth 
and  its  appearance. 

In  fid.  That  is  your  wifdom  again,  my  ion.  Im- 
piator  would  make  but  a  blundering  minifter  of  Hate 
in  my  court,  gentlemen.  But,  my  fon,  you  may 
know,  it  is  with  us  a  maxim  of  policy,  that,  “  Who¬ 
ever  comes  neareft  the  truth,  and  is,  notwithflanding, 
deftitute  of  it,  is  always  capable  of  doing  the  moft  ef- 
fer.tial  fervice  to  my  intereft.”  Popilh  paganifm  is 
bv  far  too  barefaced  to  fucceed  in  England,  where  its 
abfurdities  have  been  fo  long  detefled.  Englifh  pro- 
teflants  will  not  worfhip  a  god  of  the  baker’s  making, 
whilft  their  women  retain  the  art  of  making  good 
plumb-pudding,  which-  will  at  any  time  be  preferred 
fo  the  facramental  wafer.  But  Arian  and  Socinian 
paganifm  is  fo  fubtilly  invented,  and  fo  well  refined, 
that  it  paffeth  with  many  for  rational  Chriilianity. 

Imp.  I  find,  Sir,  you  are  under  neceifity,  as  well 
as  myfelf,  to  aid  wifely,  with  craft  and  cunning,  find¬ 
ing  that  the  fame  device  will  not,  with  all  people,  at 
all  times  fucceed  alike.  We  may  fometimes  to  fome 
people,  appear  in  our  own  infernal  libenefs  ;  and  at 
other  times  we  are  fain  to  put  on  a  deep  difguife,  in 
order  to  accomplifh  our  defigns.  But  no  matter  how, 
fo  that  we  have  them  fafe  at  laft.  However,  gentle¬ 
men,  there  being  fuch  a  profpefi:  of  plenty,  I  begin 
to  fear  there  will  fcarcely  be  room  left  in  hell  for  Us 
devils. 

In  fid.  Another  flroke  of  mv  fon’s  wit.  It  is  well, 
Impiator,  that  your  bufinefs  is  to  tyrannize  only  over 
the  thoughtlefs  part  oi  the  human  race,  or  you  would 

be  but  of  little  fervice  to  our  fraternity.  Cut  have 

.  ■  .  • 

you 


iry-'Jdfi-r', 
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you  never  heard,  that  Tophet  is  wide  and  large,  with¬ 
out  either  brim  or  bottom  ?  There  is  no  fear  of  want¬ 
ing  room.  Befides,  wherever  the  fiends  may  happen 
to  be,  they  are  always  at  home,  being  fure  to  carry 
their  hell  along  with  them. 

Fast.  I  have  fomewhere  feen  a  map  of  that  part 
of  your  dominions,  brother,  where  the  idolaters  dwell  ; 
if  you  have  got  one  about  you,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
have  a  defcription  of  it. 

In  fid.  I  have,  Sir,  and  am  glad  it  is  in  my  power 
to  gratify  my  much  honoured  brother.  You  fee.  Sir, 
it  is  divided  into  two  grand  provinces,  each  inhabited 
by  different  fe£fs  of  idol-worfliippers.  That  province 
on  the  left  contains  the  various  fefts  of  civil  idolaters** 
and  this  on  the  right  contains  the  many  denominations 
of  their  elder  brethren,  the  religious  idolaters.  And* 

I  affure  you,  they  are  two  bodies  of  people  very  re-- 

/  . 

Ipedable. 

The  province  which  contains  the  civil  idolaters,  is 
divided  into  feveral  counties,  all  of  which  are  very 
populous.  In  the  firft  county  live  the  worfhippers 
of  vain  pleafure,  and  this  county  is  divided  into  fev¬ 
eral  regalities,  in  which  the  feveral  feds  or  denomin¬ 
ations  of  idolaters  dwell,  according  to  the  diverfity  of 
their  inclinations.  The  firft  regality  is  appointed  to 
the  worfhippers  of  living  creatures.  This  fwarms 
with  jockies,  and  gamblers  of  the  turf,  both  of  noble 
and  ignoble  extra&ion.  Along  with  them  live  the 
worfhippers  of  foxes,  hares,  and  hounds,  a  very  jolly 
race,  I  affure  you,  well  {killed  in  the  literature  of  the 
kennel.  But  it  is  better  to  be  a  flave  in  a  Turkifh 
galley,  than  held  as  a  divinity  in  this  regality  ;  for  ad- 

oration 
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bration  never  fails  to  procure  torture  to  the  idol,  as 
the  panting  of  the  hare,  and  the  well-ploughed  fides 
of  the  horfe,  fufficiently  demonftrate.  A  little  nook 
of  this  regality  is,  by  royal  mandate,  made  over  to 
fterile  wives  and  maiden  ladies,  who,  for  want  of  more 
agreeable  obje&s  of  adoration,  worfhip  monkies,  par¬ 
rots,  and  lap-dogs.  The  fecond  regality  is  the  habi¬ 
tation  of  thofe  who  worfhip  the  dramatick  poets,  and 
their  apes  the  players.  At  the  fhrines  of  thofe  idols, 
the  worfhippers  facrifice  health  and  virtue,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  learning  wifdom.  They  are  a  very  fafhion- 
$ble  and  honoured  people,  with  whom  legiflators  and 
guardians  of  piiblick  virtue  are  not  afhamed  to  affo- 
ciate.  Here  you  may  find  legiflators  patriotically 
facrificing  their  own  virtue,  in  order  to  protebl  that 
of  the  nation  ;  their  own  eftates,  in  order  to  aflift  in 
publick  economy  ;  and  faithlefsly  wafting  their  own 
time,  in  order  to  teach  inauftry  to  the  inferiour  ranks 
of  fubjefts. 

In  the  fecond  county,  you  will  find  all  the  worfhip- 
pers  of  fal fe  honour  ;  a  fet  of  gentry  extremely  divid¬ 
ed  in  their  fentiments,  relative  to  the  objeft  of  their 
adoration.  One  holy  father  falls  down  profirate,  like 
Cardinal  Wolfey,  before  the  triple  crown  and  pontif¬ 
ical  dignity.  A  fecond  is  equally  devout  at  the 
fhrine  of  a  cardinal’s  hat.  And  a  third,  lefs  afpiring, 
pays  his  devotions  to  a  bifliop’s  mitre  or  prelatick 
robes,  and  the  higheft  of  his  prefent  ambition  is  a  hifh- 
oprick.  Other  reverend  gentlemen  offer  a  more 
humble  worfhip  to  a  deanery,  prebend,  or  vicarage. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  in  this  county  people 
never  worfhip  that  to  which  they  have  already  attain- 

Y  ed } 
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ed  ;  but  having  compared  their  purpofe,  burn  incenfe 
to  the  ido^  next  in  rank,  and  thus  the  worlhipper  goej 
on,  if  death  and  difappointment  do  not  prevent  him* 
until  he  has  worfhipped  every  Ihrine  in  the  pantheon* 

For  inftance,  whilfl:  a  curate,  a  vicarage  is  the  idol ; 
the  vicarage  obtained,  it  gives  place  to  a  prebend  or 
deanery  ;  which  once  enjoyed,  they  alfo,  in  their  turn, 
give  place  to  a  bifhoprick  ;  that  to  an  archbilhoprick, 
which  is  the  principal  idol  of  the  Englilh.  But  m 
other  countries  there  are  idols  of  fuperiour  rank,  fo 
that  the  moment  an  archbifhoprick  is  obtained,  incenfe 
fmokes  to  a  cardinal’s  hat ;  which  alfo  obtained,  lofes 
its  worfnipper,  who  is  nowr  converted  to  the  worfhip 
of  the  triple  crown,  the  great  god  and  father  of  all 
the  other  idols. 

Nor  are  the  laky  lefs  devout  than  their  reverend 

* 

brethren  ;  for  one  man  worfhips  univerfal  empire* 
like  Lewis  of  France  and  fome  others  ;  but  it  is  faid 
that  George  of  Britain  is  an  spoliate  from  this  relig¬ 
ion.  Another  worfhips  a  crown  and  fceptre,  like  the 
defendants  of  a  certain  bricklayer;  and  many  adore 
the  place  of  prime  minilier,  chancellor  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  firfl  lord  of  the  treafury,  with  every  other  place 
of  honour  and  trull  in  government.  Some  you  fhall 
fee  fall  prolirate  before  a-  liar  and  garter,  whilfl:  oth¬ 
ers  are  all  obedience  to  a  coronet.  The  hufband 
lies  in  the  dull  before  his  honour,”  whilfl  his  wife 
in  raptures  adores  u  her  ladyfhip.”  M  His  lordlhip” 
is  bended  to  by  one,  and  another  pays  all  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  u  his  grace.” 

In  this  country,  you  may  find  fome  men  religious 
enough  to  worfhip  a  corporal’s  knot;  or  a  ferjeant’s 

halberd* 
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halberd.  Some  worfhip  an  enfign’s  fafh,  others  a 
lieutenant’s  commiffion,.  whilft  the  captain  is  abfolute- 
ly  as  much  devoted  to  a  regiment,  as  his  colonel  is  to 
a  marfhal’s  ftaff. 

The  third  county  is  the  dwelling  of  thofe  who 
worfhip  their  own  bodies,  than  which,  I  prefume,  there 
is  not  a  more  ravenous  idol  in  the  fynod.  Around 
the  fhrine  of  this  god,  ftand  the  baker,  brewer,  paftry- 
cook,  confe&ioner,  diftiller,  weaver,  and  male  and  fe¬ 
male  tailors.  Hard  by  are  a  conftellation  of  the  foft- 
er  fex  proftrate  before  an  Indian  fhrub,  the  leaves  of 
which  are  in  great  veneration.  At  no  great  diftance, 
are  a  cloud  of  worfhippers  of  Virginia  tobacco  ;  they 
are  divided  into  no  lefs  than  four  different  feds. 


The  firft  of  whom  worfhip  the  tobacco  in  the  neat 
leaf  cut  fmall,  or  well  rolled  together.  The  fecond 
worfhip  it,  after  it  is  well  ground  into  flour.  The 
third  put  it  through  the  fire  to  the  dear  ferifatjon. 
And  the  fourth  are  of  fuch  a  catholick  difpofition, 
that  they  worfhip  the  dearly  beloved  tabacco  in  all  its 

forms.  [Of  this  laft  fed  The  Liftener  profeffes  him- 
fe  If] 


The  belly  is  worfhipped  by  many,  as  the  principal 
god,  and  fo  profufe  are  they  in  their  offerings,  that 
its  altar  is  fometimes  almoft  overturned,  and  the  idol5 
greedy  as  it  is,  is  unable  to  bear  the  fruits  of  their 

of  gluttons,  a  very  devout  race, 
ranlack  both  earth  and  Tea  to  bring  plenty  of  offerings 
to  the  idol  ;  and  that  of  drunkards,  in  no  lefs  devo¬ 


tion,  pour  on  the  wines  in  fuch  probation,  that  all  the 


furrounding  trenches  are  gorged  to  the  brim.  This 
fame  idol,  differs  exceedingly  from  moll  other  obi  eft  $ 
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of  idolatrous  worfhip  ;  for  when  it  has  fwilled  to  ex¬ 
cels  in  the  drink  offering,  it  invites  the  brain  to  fhare 
in  the  feaft,  to  which  it  prefents  every  vapourilh  ef¬ 
fluvia,  whilft  it  referves  for  its  own  ufe  only  the  parts 
excrementitious.  Moreover,  this  fame  belly  is  apt 
to  refent  the  profufion  of  its  worfhippers,  and  fends 
forth  the  blueft  plagues,  moft  chilling  agues,  burnfog, 
putrid,  and  malignant  fevers,  with  all  manner  of  acut* 
and  chronical  difiempers,  amcngft  the  worfhippers, 
and  thus  provides  employment  for  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty ;  whofe  bufinefs,  pofitively,  would  be  worfe 
than  that  of  a  cobbler,  but  for  the  religion  of  belly 
worfhipping. 

In  the  fourth  county  dwell  the  worfhippers  of  gold 
and  large  poffeffions,  fome  of  whom  you  will  find  ly¬ 
ing  nroll rate,  in  the  deepeft  devotion,  to  a  fine  well 
fituated  houfe  and  garden  ;  others  worfhipping  a  fer¬ 
tile  eftate  and  well  llored  barns,  a  flock  of  fleecy 
fheep,  or  an  herd  of  fattening  bullocks.  One  man 
adores  the  brace  of  nags,  which  hurl  him  from  place 
to  place,  whilft  his  friend  isprollrate  before  a  fplendid 
retinue.  Moidores,  as  well  as  Englilh  coin,  is  a 
fplendid  idol,  and  attra&s  the  attention  of  many, 
whilft  fome  adore  a  coal  pit,  or  a  mine  of  leaden  ore. 

Had  I  time,  I  would  give  you  a  more  full  account 
of  the  religious  idolaters  ;  but  as  bufinefs  is  urgent, 
I  {hall  only  touch  upon  fome  of  their  gods.  The 
greateft  of  which  is  his  holinefs  the  prefent  pope,  who 
difpenfeth  bleffing  and  curfing,  cafteth  down  and  ex- 
alteth  at  his  pleafure.  This  god,  who  is  exalted 
above  all  that  is  called  god,  iffueth  difpenfations  and 
pardons,  for  money  and  price,  contrary  to  the  man- 
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ner  of  the  God  of  heaven.  Tne  one  pardons  and 
gives  faivation  freely  of  grace,  but  the  other  fells  ks 
pardons  as  dear  as  he  can.  Ne.J  to  hits  hohnefs,  on 
the  right  hand,  ftands  the  popifh  Juno,  or. virgin  Ma¬ 
ry,  whofe  powerful  command  of  the  God  of  nature, 
is  ’greatly  adored  by  every  zealous  papilh  On  the 
Jeft  hand  ftands  a  Jefus  Chrift  of  wood,  whom  the  pa- 
pifts  alfo  highly  revere  j  for  they  are,  almoft  to  dil- 
tratlion,  fond  of  wooden  denies.  Some  indeed 
have  a  Jefus  Chrift  made  of  gold  or  ftlver,  and  eth¬ 
ers,  more  lowly,  worfhip  a  paper  faviour  ;  but  the 
moft  humble  devotion  is  paid  to  the  gods  which  the 
baker  makes.  Thefe  are  the  moft  ravenous  idolaters 
in  the  whole  world  ;  for,  with  the  greateft  eagernefs, 
and  devout  veneration,  they  eat  the  objeft  of  their 
adoration.  Thoufands  of  thefe  breaden  gods  are  de¬ 
voured  annually,  and  as  foon  as  devoured,  they  arc 
replaced  by  others  from  the  facred  ovens.  The 
people,  worfiiip,  and  fervice,  of  the  true  jefus  of 
Nazareth,  they  abhor  and  perfecute,  with  as  much 
fury  as  ever  their  aneeftors  the  Romifti  pagans  did. 
But  if  their  own  goldfmiths,  carvers,  or  ftatuaiies, 
happen  to  produce  a  handfome  Jefus  Chrift,  or  a 
mother  of  God,  the  country  will  prefently  wonder  af, 
ter  it,  in  the  moft  profound  adoration. 

Fast.  I  have  fometimes  thought,  brother,  that  the 
popifh  religion  is  the  religion  of  Moloch  inverted. 
That  voracious  idol  was  ufed  to  devour  the  children 
of  his  worfhippers  ;  but  here  the  greedy  worfhippers 
devour  their  god,  after  he  is  well  baked  in  an  oven. 

In  fid.  The  ancient  pagans  were  even  foolifh 
enough,  in  giving  their  children  to  that  greedy  devil, 

Y  3  Moloch ; 
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Moloch  ;  and  the  papifts  are  not  much  wifer  in  wor- 
Ihipping  the  works  of  the  artificer,  or  believing  that 
they  can  eat  their  Maker.  Here  are,  likewife,  the 
greateft  variety  of  venerable  relicks,  fuch  as  St.  Pe¬ 
ters  beard,  the  ear  of  St.  Francis,  the  milk  of  the 

virgin,  with  a  thoufand  fooleries  befides,  all  of  which 
are  in  fome  fenfe  deified. 

Befides  thefe  already  mentioned,  there  dwell  in 
this  province,  all  who  worship  their  anceftors,  which 
renders  the  country  very  populous.  I  mean  thofe 
%vho  hold  the  canons,  confefiions,  and  liturgies  com. 
pofed  by  their  anceftors,  to  be  nearly  equal  to  the 
fcriptures  in  authenticity.  Likewife,  thofe  who  are 
of  this  or  that  perfuafion  merely,  becaufe  it  was  the 
faith  of  their  progenitors,  without  giving  themfelves 
the  trouble  of  fearching  the  fcripture,  to  know  the 
t^uth  of  the  doctrine.  It  is  alfo  here  that  the  wor- 
fhippers  of  the  facerdotal  livery  dwell.  I  mean  thofe 
*  '  ■'  '  ■  *  .  ;  l  ,  a  man  merely  for  the  fake  of  his  gown 

and  cafiock,  without  inquiring  whether  his  dofirine 

and  converfation  render  him  venerable. 

*  *  *,  *•  *  «. 

t  fiiould  tire  your  patience,  was  I  to  give  you 
a  minute  defcnption  of  my  yaftly  extended  country, 
as  well  as  lead  you  to  imitate  the  floth  of  the  children 
of  men.  I  lhall  therefore  beg  leave  here  to  defdL 
At  the  ufual  time  I  will  meet  you.  Eufinefs  calls  me 
hence  at  prefent. 
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RIVY  to  their  appointment,  I  made  hufinefs  give 
—  way  to  curiofity,  and  I  was  as  punctual  in  rny 
attendance  as  they  were  in  theirs.  At  the  time  be 
fore  agreed  to,  they  affeiribled,  refamed  their  feats, 

and  Faftofus  thus  began  : 

Fast.  It  is  true,  Sir,  your  fon,  Avaro,  hath  great¬ 
ly  exceeded  my  expectations,  and  proves  himfelf  to 
be  an  expert  devil.  He  will,  I  think,  do  honour  to 
the  name  of  Infidelis,  and  may  greatly  contribute  to 
the  flourifhing  eflate  of  the  kingdom  ot  pride.  I 
fhould  be  glad  if  Avaro  might  now  a  little  enlarge 
upon  the  hints  he  has  already  given,  that  we  may 
further  fee  the  profperity  of  our  general  imcreft.  , 
Disc.  That  will  be  very  grateful  to  me,  coufm 
Avaro,  as  your  fordid  and  griping  influences  have 
the  moft  happy  effeft  upon  the  reign  of  contention. 
How  have  I  been  delighted,  when  one  ol  your  llaves 
has  dropped  into  the  grave,  leaving  behind  him  vail 
poffeffions,  by  the  difeord  I  have  fown  amongft  his 
children  and  kinsfolks.  Your  flaves  dare  not  think 
of  d.ing  and  entering  into  another  world  ;  therefore, 
it  fometimes  happens,  that  after  the  muck-woim  has 
been,  by  every  means,  and  every  kind  ol  rapine, 
feraping  wealth  together  for  many  years,  he  mops  in¬ 
to  eternity,  without  leaving  behind  him  any  authen- 
tick  direction  how  his  plunder  is  to  be  difpofed  of. 
This  gives  me  a  fair  opportunity  ol  fetting  his  rela¬ 
tions  together  by  the  ears,  about  who  Fh all  get  molt 

Y  4  °f 
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of  the  mifer’s  effebls  to  himfelf ;  and  I  have  the  hap- 
pineis,  frequently,  of  planting  irreconcileable  enmity 
in  the  heart  of  one  brother  and  filter  againlt  another, 

which,  you  know,  is  a  comfortable  fight  to  our  infer¬ 
nal  nobility. 

Sometimes,  the  griping  mifer,  that  enemy  to  him¬ 
felf  and  all  mankind,  is  over  perfuaded  to  make  his 
will,  though  fecretly  hoping  he  fhall  not  die  for  a 
great  while  yet  to  come  ;  and  then  the  cafe  is  very 
little  altered  :  for  when  the  wretch  goes  to  the  place 
appointed  for  the  covetous,  his  will  is  unfatisfaQnry 
to  fome  of  the  relations  ;  one  has  too  much,  and  the 
other  has  two  little  left  him.  Here,  difagreeable  al- 
teication  luc^eeds  the  funeral  oblequies,  and  divifiott 
and  everlafting  difguft  fums  up  the  whole.  Unlefs, 
indeed,  that  relation  who  has  two  little  bequeathed 
to  him,  fhould  call  in  the  gentlemen  of  the  law  to  de¬ 
cide  the  matter  in  fome  court  of  judicature  ;  and 
who,  having  fleeced  both  the  fools,  as  handfomely  as 
the  nature  of  the  thing  would  admit  ofj  refer  them  at 
laft  to  an  arbitration. 

-  1  t '■ 

I  aflufe  you,  coufin,  I  fcarcely  ever  fee  one  of 
your  indultrious  Haves,  but  I  flatter  a  hope  of  having 
fome  employment  in  his  family  on  his  demife  ;  nor 
do  I  know  any  other  real  ufe  that  the  mifer’s  ill  got¬ 
ten  money  is  of  to  fociety,  befides  flowing  difcord 
among!!  friends  and  relations.  The  wretch  meanly 
robs  his  own  back  and  belly,  as  well  as  all  he  deals 
with,  to  anfwer  purpofes  no  more  valuable  by  his 
having.  But  I  prevent  you,  coufin. 

A\  ar.  I  cannot  eafiiy  depart  from  the  tent  of  the 
leaflet  lady,  whofe  name  is  myflick  Babylon,  without 

making 
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making  farther  honourable  mention  of  her  prudent 
children.  The  wife  difpofal  of  purgatorial  fire  has 
been  already  exemplified,  and  the  difpenfation  and 
pardon  market  has  been  glanced  at  ;  but  one  way  of 
getting  money  befides  thefe  I  fliall  now  jnftance.  I 
have  laid  my  claim  to  the  popifh  clergy  in  general  ; 
but  of  them  all,  there  are  none  who  exceed  the  wor¬ 
thy  lords,  the  inquifitors,  in  veneration  ol  my  golden 
image.  This  religion  of  the  golden  image  was  fir  It 
invented  by  the  clergy  of  Babylon,  and  I  affurc  you, 
to  this  day,  the  clergy  of  Babylon  invariably  follow 
it.  But  the  inquifitors,  of  all  others,  are  the  molt 
zealous  devotees  of  this  golden  god,  firlt  let  up  by 


the  parfons  of  Babylon. 

Never  did  an  eagle  look  out  for  a  dove,  nor  an 
hawk  for  a  fparrow,  with  greater  vigilance  than  their 
lordfhips  are  wont  to  look  out  for  a  prey.  If,  within 
their  jurifdiflion,  there  happens  to  be  a  {hanger, 
whofe  circumfiances  are  profperous,  and  who  is  like¬ 
ly  to  be  a  good  bone  for  their  reverences  to  pick  ; 
jt  fhall  go  hard  but  they  will  provoke  him,  by  fome 
of  their  emififaries,  to  fay  fomething  againfttbe  inquif- 
itive  tribunal,  which,  in  fome  countries,  is  deemed 
the  unpardonable  fin.  No  fooner  has  the  infinuating 
prieft,  by  indirect  means,  obtained  matter  of  accufa- 
tion,  but  he  makes  information  in  the  holy  office, 
before  the  fathers,  who,  on  hearing  the  bleffed  report, 
are  as  much  delighted  as  the  wolf  when  he  has  fang- 
ed  a  prey.  The  merchant  is  apprehended,  his  eflate 
confifeated  ;  he  is  immured  in  the  prifon  cells  until 
confumed,  either  by  famine  or  vermin,  other  wife  he 
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K  tortured  privately  to  death,  by  the  hands  of  their 
fanftified  ruffians. 

One  inftance  of  the  many,  which  I  might  produce, 
.  fta11  ferve  to  exemplify  the  equity  of  the  inquifitorsl 
When  Syracufe  was  in  its  glory,  there  was  one  Bellarius, 
a  foreign  merchant,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs, 
had  amaffed  great  riches  ;  and  who  at  the  fame  time,5 
was  fo  circumfpefl  in  all  his  ways,  that  even  the  eye 
of  an  emiffary  of  the  office,  could  find  nothing/of 
which  to  accufe  him  to  the  tribunal.  Thus  he  lived 
in  reputation  and  affluence  for  many  years,  to  the 
great  impatience  of  the  holy  inquifitors,  who  could 
find  no  plaufible  pretence,  by  which  they  might  fang 
his  fubftance  with  their  rapacious  talons. 

Bellaiius  had  an  only  child,  a  lady  about  feven- 
teen.  Her  perfon  was  the  perfeblion  of  fymmetry, 
and  her  mind  a  copy  of  the  pureft  virtue.  By  her 
they  found  means  to  accomplifh  their  purpofes,  and 
bring  complicated  ruin  on  the  unhappy  parent.  The 
family,  retired  to  peaceful  repofe,  were  one  night 
alarmed  about  one  in  the  morning,  firft  by  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  a  coach,  and  then  by  a  fmart  rapping  at 
the  gate.  Bellarius  from  within  afked,  “  Who  is 
there  Was  anfwered,  “  The  holy  Inquifition.” 
Down  flairs  he  run,  flew  to  the  gates,  in  obedience 
to  the  dread  tribunal,  and  opened  to  receive  thole 
minifters  of  darknefs.  XJnderflandmg  they  were  come 
for  his  daughter,  in  farther  obedience  to  thofe  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  church,  he  went  himfelf  up  to  her  cham¬ 
ber,  brought  her  down,  trembling  as  fhe  was,  and  de¬ 
livered  her  into  the  hands  of  the  horrid  ravifhers, 
who  carried  her  off  to  the  feraglio,  in  the  office  of 

inquifition. 
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inquifition.  Where  for  the  prefent  we  leave  her, 
through  fear  of  death,  feduced  from  her  virtue  by 
thofe  pretended  patrons  of  religion,  and  return  to  the 

unhappy  difeoniolate  father. 

Imp.  Well,  brother,  1  find  then  the  priefts  of  Rome 
are  not  fo  much  addiBed  to  eunuchry  as  they  pre¬ 
tend.  It  is  lawful,  it  feems,  to  raviflr  virgins,  howev¬ 
er  unlawful  it  may  be  to  have  a  married  wife.  I 
have  often  heard  of  the  feraglio  of  princes,  but  not 
fo  often  of  the  feraglio  of  priefts,  and  thofe  priefts 
too,  who,  of  all  others,  are  the  molt  zealous  wondei- 

ers  after  the  feven  headed  beaft. 

Avar.  Diftrefled  and  comfortlefs,  Bellarius  re¬ 
mained  at  home  ;  forfook  all  company,  and  convert¬ 
ed  only  with  the  various  cogitations  of  his  own  fore¬ 
boding  mind.  At  one  time,  he  conjeBured  that  his 
haplefs  daughter,  in  fome  inadvertent  moment,  might 
have  blafphemed,  either  the  wooden  virgin  Mary,  or 
the  great  high  prieft  of  Rome,  or  the  holy  inquifitors, 
in  which  cafe,  he  gave  her  up  for  loft  ;  and  doomed 
her  to  fall  a  facrifice.  Yet  could  he  fcarcely  for¬ 
give  the  rigour  of  that  religion,  which  had  in  fuch  a 
mercilefs  manner  ravilhed  her  from  his  fond  embrace. 

^  t  * 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  an  Armenian  merchant, 
faid  to  be  newly  arrived  in  Syracufe,  called  on  him, 
under  pretence  of  buying  a  large  affortment  of  goods* 
Generous  and  ijnfufpeQing,  Bellarius  bid  him  wel¬ 
come  to  his  houfe,  during  his  flay  ;  which  he,  after 
fome  feemingly  modeft  apologies,  thankfully  accepted* 
The  pretended  Armenian,  perceiving  Bellarius  to  eat 
but  little  atfupper, and  nowand  then  inadvertently  to 
let  flip  a  figh,  tookoccafion  to  rally  him,  in  a  friendly 

manner. 
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manner,  as  if  troubled  with  the  hyp’,  advifed  him  to 
cheer  up  and  hope  for  better  times. 

Bellarius,  having  but  little  relifh  for  a  jeft,  feriouf- 
ly  replied,  “  No,  Sir,  the  hyp’  is  not  my  prefent  dif- 
eafe,  nestner  have  my  affairs  in  trade  taken  an  ad~ 
verfe  turn  ;  and  yet  there  is  one  thing,  which  gives 
me  great  diftrefs.”  The  friendly  Armenian  was  now 
more  importunate  to  know  his  grievance,  that  he 
might  at  leaft  fympathize  with  him  in  his  affliSion. 
Little  fufpefting  that  he  was  conflifting  with  prieftly 
fubtilty,  he  thought  he  might  fafely  lodge  his  circum- 
ftances  in  the  generous  bofom  of  a  merchant.  He 
replied,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  you  are  a  ftranger  in  Syracufe ; 
as  fuch,  let  me  advife  you,  as  you  value  your  life  and 
liberty,  to  be  careful  of  your  words,  and  every  part 
of  your  deportment,  during  your  abode  ;  for  this  is 
a  place  of  danger.  I  have,  Sir,  one  only  daughter, 
the  perfeft  image  of  her  lovely  mother,  whom  I  had 
the  mifery  to  bury  but  a  few  months  ago.  I  know 
not  by  what  temptation,  but  my  poor  girl  has  faid 
fomething  diffionourable,  either  of  the  lady  of  Loret- 
to,  his  holinefs  the  pope,  or  their  lordlhips  the  inquif- 
itors,  for  which  fhe  is  imprifoned  in  the  holy  office, 
and  I  fuppofe  muff;  anfwer  it  with  her  life. 

Oh,  Sir,  I  hope  not,  faid  the  Armenian  ;  the  lady’s 
youth  will  intercede  for  her,  and  after  fome  gentle 
admonition,  your  daughter  will  be  returned  to  the 
houfe  of  her  father. 

Ah,  Sir  !  rejoined  difconfolate  Bellarius,  I  cannot 
but  fear,  that  her  youth  and  beauty  are  her  greatefl: 
enemies  and  accufers.  Thefe  are  qualities  capable 
of  imprefling  the  heart  even  of  an  inquifitor.  If  this 
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is  the  cafe,  my  poor  daughter  is  already  either  dead 
or  debauched.  Or  ihould  it  happen,  that  any  thing 
has  been  alleged  againft  her  religious  condod  there 
‘are  inftruments  enough  in  the  inquiGtion,  and  them 
iordfhips  want  not  (kill  to  ufe  them  ;  inftruments  hi  - 
Lient  to  make  an  helplefs  virgin  confefs  that,  which 
even  never  entered  her  thoughts  :  So  that,  m  all 
events,  her  death  or  dilhonour  is  enlured.  No,  Sir, 
it  is  not  poftible  for  me  to  hope  for  better,  feeing  the 
leaft  hint  thrown  out  againft  the  inquifuion,  is  con¬ 
demned  as  unpardonable  blafphemy. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  difcourfe,  before  the  Ar¬ 
menian  feigned  a  neceffity  of  going  out  ;  went  ftraight 
to  the  inquifition,  and  made  information,  being  a  Jef- 
uit  difguifed  as  a  merchant ;  and  that  very  night  a 
coach  was  fent  to  condud  Bellarius  to  the  cells  of 
their  dreadful  prifon.  Next  day  his  elfeds  w'ere  faz¬ 
ed,  by  order  of  the  holy  fathers,  who  now  rejoiced 
that  at  laft  they  had  grafped  the  long  wilhed  for  prey. 
Confined  in  an  abominable  cell,  he  was  greatly  an¬ 
noyed  by  vermin  ;  and,  being  divers  times  examined 
by  torture,  he  died  with  grief  for  his  daughter,  who, 
as  {he  could  never  freely  yield  to  the  loathfome  em¬ 
brace  of  thofe  murderers,  in  a  few  months  tired  their 
patience.  Then  one  of  their  fandified  ruffians,  firft 
murdered  her,  and  then  burned  her  to  allies  in  the 
dry  pan.  It  is  airtazing,  gentlemen,  to  what  lengths 
the  luft  of  money  and  women  will  carry  men. 

Fast.  Indeed,  coufin,  I  think  your  friends,  the 
inquifitors,  bid  fair  for  equaling  the  moft  iubtil  of  our 
fraternity.  Oh,  what  means  of  procuring  w'ealth  have 

you  taught  their  reverences  of  the  Romilh  hie  rare  by  ! 

Selling 


366  “  1  A  L  O  G  U  E  S  [Da.  i?; 

ey'for  maS't"0"8  ^  ',eS8ing  of 

-  ’  *c-  &c-  are  profitable  articles,  and 

turn  to  a  good  account.  But,  if  I  remember  il 

you  told  me  a  few  days  fince,  your  vaffals  are  divid! 

into  feveral  companies,  or  communities,  and  that 

people  of  all  kingdoms,  ranks,  and  profeffions,  are,  at 

this  day,  worfh.ppers  of  the  god  Avaro.  I  ftould  be 

glad  to  hear  fomething  farther  about  them. 

Avar.  I  did  fo,  Sir,  and  fliall  be  ready  farther  to 

oblige  you  if  to  give  you  a  brief  view  of  our  corpe- 

ta  ion,  ic  ,  1  e  all  other  towns  corporate,  confifts 

of  divers  companies,  will  do  it.  The  firft  of  which 
is  that  of 

The  lawyers.  A  very  wife  fet  of  gentlemen  ;  who 
exceed  the  children  of  hsht,  in  the  a„  of 

gettmg,  as  far  as  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  territo 
r.es  ,  of  courfe  they  are  held  great  eilimation,  as 
gentlemen  of  the  firft  intelligence.  I„  ollr  ci, 

Avarice,  tnere  is  no  knowledge  deemed  of  any  avail 
no  condua  accounted  virtuous,  befides  that  of  mon 
ey-getting.  He  is  always  the  wifeft,  belt,  and  moft 
virtuous  man,  who  beft  fucceeds  in  the  lucrative  art 
whether  in  law,  or  in  trade,  or  otherwife.  There5 
was  a  time,  you  know,  when  the  law  was  as  ftraiaht 
as  clear,  as  a  beam  of  light,  and  needed  no  expound-’ 
mg,  fo  that  every  man  was  his  own  counfellor.  But 
ever  fince  the  kings  of  England  were  kept  prifoners 
under  a  guard,  left  truth  ftiould  become  familiar  to 
the  royal  ear,  the  cafe  has  been  quite  altered  •  now 
u  is  fo  full  of  pleas  and  demurrers,  doubts  and  excep- 
tions,  &c.  that  it  is  a  perfecl  labyrinth  ;  dangerous 
for  an  honeft  man  to  enter.  For,  in  the  lawyers’ 

company^  . 
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company,  it  is  a  Handing  rule,  that,  whether  the 
plaintiff  or  defendant  .lofe  the  caufe,  the  lawyers,  on 
both  fides,  are  fure  to  be  confiderable  gainers.  In¬ 
deed,  it  is  very  feidom,  but  they  manage  the  matter 
fo,  that  all  parties,  except  themfelves,  are  lol'ers ;  and 
if  he  who  gains  the  trial,  finds  himfelf  in  the  end  to 
be  a  lofer,  how  do  you  think  it  muft  faie  with  the 
wretch,  again!!  whom  the  verdid  is  given  ?  If  an 
honeft  man  has  a  mind  to  purchafe  an  eflate  ever  fo 
fairly,  and  pay  for  it  ever  fo  honeftly,  he  will  find  it 
a  difficult  matter,  fo  to  fecure  his  title,  but  if  any 
fucceeding  heir  be  bred  to  the  law,  or  heire!s  be 
married  to  a  lawyer,  he  may  run  a  rifk  of  being  joll¬ 
ied  out  of  his  property,  by  fome  knavifh  quirk  in 
law,  without  any  allowance  made  either  for  the  eflate 

J  4 

or  its  improvements. 

Indeed,  Sir,  it  may  be  faid  of  my  faithful  difciples, 
the  lawyers,  attornies,  bailiffs,  &c.  that  they  pay  as 
little  regard  to  truth  as  the  greateft  of  otirfelves. 
Right  and  wrong,  equity  and  oppreffion,  are  no  o!> 
je£t$  of  their  regard,  providing  the  cafe  will  yield 
good  advantage,  and  bring  large  grift  to  their  mill  ; 
an  inftance  of  this,  if  you  pleafe,  gentlemen,  I  fhall 
give  you* 

Contumelius  was  a  Yorkfhire  gentleman,  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  birth  and  ample  fortune,  but  fome  what 
akin  to  the  mad  xVTacedonian.  His  country -feat  ftood 
by  the  fide  of  a  lane,  through  which  neighbouring 
farmers  palled  with  their  teams,  from  time  immemo¬ 
rial.  But  fo  much  palling  and  repaffing,  of  the  whitt¬ 
ling  clowns,  following  their  waggons,  at  laft  proved 
very  offenfive  to  the  worlhipful  ’So'vire,  fo  that  lie 

rcLlved’ 


363 


DIALOGUES 


[Dial.  1 7. 

refolved  to  remove  the  intolerable  nuifance,  by  block¬ 
ing  up  the  way.  A  gate  was  accordingly  put  up,  and 
fattened  with  a  padlock,  effeQually  to  flop  the  clown- 
ifh  paflengers  from  patting  as  before,  and  turn  them 
by  a  way  confiderably  more  diftant. 

As  foon  as  the  ’Squire's  proceedings  reached  the 
ear  of  Mr.  Love light,  a  neighbouring  farmer,  he  or¬ 
dered  his  waggon  to  drive  dircUIy  to  the  gate,  and 
finding  it  locked,  took  an  axe  which  he  had  brought 
with  him  for  that  purpofe,  and,  to  the  great  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  Squire  Oontumelius,  hewed  it  to  pieces* 
His  worfnip,  in  a  rage,  potted  to  Mr.  Deceitful,  a 
very  eminent  lawyer  in  a  neighbouring  town,  for  his 
advice.  The  worthy  lawyer,  finding  tins  a  proper 
occafion  of  fervinghisown  intereft,  advifed  the  ’Squire 
to  fend  for  a  writ,  and  commence  an  aflion  againft 
the  farmer  for  his  intolerable  infolence.  In  a  few 
days,  the  writ  was  ferved  on  Loveright,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  waited  on  lawyer  Deceitful,  in  order,  if  poflible, 
to  compromife  the  matter. 

He  no  fooner  entered  the  office,  than  Mr.  Deceit¬ 
ful  took  him  attde,  and  thus  addretted  him  :  “  I  am 
heartily  forry,  my  good  Mr.  Loveright,  that  I  have 
been  in  a  manner  obliged,  by  his  worfliip  Contume- 
3ius,  to  fend  for  a  writ  againft  you.  Eut  I  aflure 
you,  Sir,  in  my  opinion  your  fide  of  the  queftion  is 
by  much  the  fafeft ;  and  might  I  advife  you,  it  would 
be  to  ftand  a  trial,  and  by  no  means  fubmit  to  a  com¬ 
promife.  Knowing  the  farmer  to  be  a  man  of  fub- 
ftance  and  refolution,  he  continued,  There  is  no  bear¬ 
ing  with  fuch  infolent  treatment.  For  my  own  part, 
Mr.  Loveright,  I  would  much  rather  you  had  been 

my 
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my  client,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  than  the  giddy 
’Squire  ;  but  he  firft  applied  to  me,  and  infilled  on 
my  doing  what  I  have  done.  If  you  pleale,  you 
may  apply  to  my  brother  Falfehood,  who  is  fkilful  as 
any  man,  and  as  honeft  as  any  lawyer  I  know.  In 
the  mean  while,  Sir,  you  may  depend  on  me  as  your 
real  friend,  ready  to  ferve  you,  in  every  thing  confift- 
ent  with  my  reputation.” 

As  foon  as  Loveright  Was  departed,  Mi*.  Deceitful 
took  horfe,  and  rode  direftly  to  the  Squire  s  home  ; 
told  him  the  farmer  had  been  with  him,  heartily  re¬ 
pented  of  his  folly,  and  was  very  defirous  of  coming 
to  terms  of  agreements  But  were  the  cafe  mine,  faid 
he*  I  would  liften  to  no  terms  of  accommodation,  but 
punilh  his  infolence  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  law. 
The  low  life  fellow*  having  got  forward  in  the  world, 
has  forgotten  himfelf ;  and,  if  fulfered  now  to  efcapc 
with  impunity,  he  will  be  the  pelt  of  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Thus  the  worthy  lawyer  irritated  both  par¬ 
ties,  until  he  had  made  fure  of  an  affize  hearing,  that, 
in  the  debate,  he  might  likewife  infure  to  himfelf  a 
fum  very  confiderable.  For  he  knew  very  well,  that 
if  ever  a  difference  falls  into  the  infatiable  maw  of 
the  court,  it  will  never  be  difgorged,  until  all  cods 
of  fuit  are  amply  paid  off ;  for  it  is  impoffible  for  my 
mercenary  fcribblers  to  give  any  credit.  Let  them 
act  juflly  or  unjuflly,  they  make  fure  of  their  fees  ; 
and,  as  the  one  party  mud  neceffarily  lofe,  both  coun- 
fellor  and  attorney  take  care  to  father  the  milcar- 
tiage  of  the  caufe,  on  fomething  which  the  client  has 
done,  which  he  ought  not  ;  or  omitted,  which  he 
ought  to  have  done  :  And,  notwithftanding  all  their 
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fraud  and  deceit,-  both  of  them  come  off  good  honeft 
lawyers.  j 

The  fecond  company,  and  next  in  reputation  to 
that  of  the  lawyers,  is  the  parfons’  company,  which  is 
alfo  very  flourifhing  and  reverend.  That  you  may 
not  miftake  my  meaning,  by  parfons,  I  intend  all*  in 
general,  of  every  denomination,  who*  are  minifters 
merely  for  the  fake  of  a  living  ;  more  efpecially, 

r.  All  who  profefs  to  my  lord  biffiop*  that  they 
are  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  take  upon  them 
the  office  of  a  deacon,  when,  in  reality,  it  is  the  hope 
of  a  benefice,  by  which  they  are  ftimulated  ;  and  who* 
afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  their  pulpiteering,  tell  the 
people  that  it  is  erithufiafm  in  any  perfon,  to  expe£l 
to  receive  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  thefe  days. 

2.  All  who,  fuftaining  the  facerdotal  charaQer,  lead 
men  into  fin,*  or  harden  thofe  who  are  infenfible,  ei¬ 
ther  by  conniving  at  the  fins  of  their  people,  or  by 
being  guilty  of  the  like  themfelves.  Thefe  gentle¬ 
men  are  pretty  numerous. 

3.  Ail  who  a8;  rigoroufly  towards  their  parifhion- 
ersj  in  regard-  to  temporal  things,  who  evidently  ffiew[ 
more  concern  about  tithes  and  offerings,  than  about 
the  everlafting  welfare  of  their  people.  / 

4.  All,  in  holy  orders,  who,  through  covetoufnefs, 
idlenefs,  or  any  other  unjuftifiable  caufe,  withhold 
from  their  people  the  ftated  miniftration  of  the  word 
and  ordinances.  Set  a  mark  upon  them,  for  they 
are  all  my  difciples. 

g.  Wherever  you  meet  with  a  gentleman  in  holy 
orders,  who  is  fo  far  above  the  bulk  of  his  auditory, 
that  he  will  not  condefcend  to  converfe  even  with 

the 
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the  meaneft,  about  the  ftate  of  his  foul,  the  work  of 
the  Spirit,  and  way  of  falvation,  fuch  are  idol  Ihep- 
herds,  unnatural  pallors,  and  altogether  devoted  to 

the  god  Avaro. 

Imp.  So  then,  coufin,  I  find  you  have  parfons  of 
more  denominations  than  one  ;  they  are  not  all  en- 
groffed  by  the  eftablilhed  churches  in  England  and 
on  the  continent,  it  feems.  Yet  I  meet  with  many 
■who,  with  great  warmth,  will  vindicate  their  own  de¬ 
nomination  by  whole  fale,  and  deem  ltlittle  lefs  than  blaf- 
phemy,  to  fuppofe  that  they  embrace  any  thing  erro¬ 
neous.  Yet  none  more  ready  to  cenfure  and  con¬ 
demn  thole  who  are  of  a  different  perfuafion  in  re¬ 
ligious  things. 

Avar.  The:  truth  is,  my  parfons  are  fcattered 
abroad,  among  all  fe6ts  of  profelfors  ;  for  the  time 
as  not  yet  come,  that  any  one  feft  can  jullly  alfert, 
that  none  of  their  minilters  have  any  other  object  in 
view  but  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  mankind. 
Nor  will  the  time  commence,  before  that  important 
queltion,  “  who  lhall  be  the  greateft  ?”  is  finally  de¬ 
cided  ;  which  it  is  thought  will  be  a  great  while  firll, 
feeing  it  hath  already  puzzled  the  fchoolmen  and 
leaders  of  the  church  for  fixteen  centuries  back. 

But,  to  return  to  the  parfons’  company  ;  wherever 
you  meet  with  a  clergyman,  who  anfwers  the  delcrip- 
tion  I  have  given,  you  need  not  alk-him  whether  he 
is  a  churchman  or  a  dilfenter.  All  you  have  to  do, 
is  to  put  Beelzebub’s  mark  upon  bis  forehead,  and 
take  aiTurance  of  him,  that,  at  a  certain  time,  he  {halt 
not  fail  to  vifit  the  nether  regions,  and  take  his  abode 
in  the  infernal  palace. 

Z  2 
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In  this  very  populous  company,  there  is  great  di- 
verfity  of  ranks,  even  where  there  is  an  equality  of 
genius  ;  for  fome,  having  fcarcely  finiflied  their  ap¬ 
prentice  ihip,  are  in du tied  into  livings,  and  inftantly 
commence  rectors  and  tithe  gatherers.  Others,  for 

want  of  friends,  are  obliged,  much  againft  their  incli- 

•  ( 

nation,  to  continue  underlings  all  the  length  of  a  te¬ 
dious  life.  I  have  feen  a  handfome  parfon,  ere  now, 
riding  upon  four  or  five  fteeples  at  once,  and  having 
more  in  expedition  ;  whilft  his  fellow  ftudent  could 
fcarcely  procure  brown  bread-  and  Welfh  butter. 
And  amongft  all  the  pluralifts  in  my  acquaintance,  I 
know  not  of  one  that  has  got  livings  enough  ;  but. 
Give,  give,  is  flill  their  fervent  prayer  to  my  lord  bifh- 
op,  or  fome  other  patron,  who  has  a  benefice  to  be¬ 
llow.  Many,  indeed,  think  they  fhould  be  quite  con¬ 
tented,  if  they  had  but  one  more  benefice  added  to 
what  they  now  enjoy  ;  but  I  can  tell  you,  could  they 
come  by  another,  there  would  ftill  be  another  wanting. 
It  is  much,  now  fo  many  clergymen  find  themfelves- 
uneafy  in  the  trammels,  if  they  do  not  at  laft  take 
it  into  their  heads  to  perfuade  the  legiflature,  that  a 
clergyman-  cannot  preach  in  three  or  four  churches 
at  one  and  the  fame  time  •-  And  that  it  is  not  perfect, 
ly  confident,  either  with  Chriftianity  or  reafon,  that 
one  clergyman  fhould  have  three  or  four  livings, 
whilft  another  has  none.  Should  it  come  to  this,  my 
company  rauft  be  terrible  fufferers. 

Imp.  One  would  really  think,  if  the  cure  of  fou!& 
is  as  weighty  a  concern  as  fome  people  make  it,  the 
parfons  would  not  be' fo  fond  of  pluralities;  of  adding 
living  to  living,  and  pariftj  to  parilh, 
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Avar.  The  cure  of  fouls,  forfooth  !  My  parlous 
fCare  not  who  take  the  louls.  Inc  fleece,  couhu,  the 
fleece,  attrafls  their  attention.  Give  an  avaricious 
parfon  the  fleece,  and  you  may  make  fairies  of  the 
fouls  of  the  par  Th  .'oners,  if  you  will.  Many  of  them 
do  very  little  of  the  piiefts  office,  befides  collecting 
the  tithes  and  offerings  ;  at  which  they  are  wonder¬ 
fully  dexterous.  But  as  to  preaching,  they  have  no 
•notion  of  it,  and  left  ftill  of  vifiting  the  lick,  were  they 
even  in  the  jaws  of  death.  I  allure  you,  gentlemen, 
thofe  idol  fhepherds  are  of  the  greatefl  ule  to  our  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  -interell  of  hell  could  not  prolper  as 
it  does,  were  we  not  well  befriended  by  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  holy  orders. 

Fast.  Indeed,  coufin,  I  have  often  thought,  that 
without  their  affiftance,  we  fhould  be  ill  put  to  it  to 
maintain  our  ground,  again!!  the  votaries  of  Imman¬ 
uel.  What  polling  to  and  from  hell  is  there  amongft 
our  fable  brethren,  when  but  one  faithful  and  zealous 
gofpel  minifter  arifes  in  a  nation  ?  You  may  remem¬ 
ber,  when  Luther  and  Calvin  brake  the  chain  of  the 
pope  and  devil,  lifted  up  the  voice  of  the  gofpel 
trumpet,  which  refounded  through  the  bowels  of  hell, 
and  made  the  pillars  of  our  infernal  kingdom  totter, 
what  hurly-burly  we  all  were  in  !  What  deep  confuJ- 
tations  in  the  divan  !  What  diligence  in  aGlion  with 
our  forces  upon  earth  ! 

Avar.  True,  Sir;  but  times  are  much  altered 
for  the  better.  Many  a  well  paid  parfon,  now-a-davs5 
is  fo  obliging  as  to  fing  a  lullaby  to  his  people,  when 
he  finds  them  fnoring  in  the  deep  of  fecurity,  and 
will  fuffer  no  man  to  attempt  their  awakening.  He 
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kindly  tells  them,  u  that  they  may  deep  on  now,  and 
take  their  reft,  for  the  wolf  is  gone  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  will  not  for  a  great  while  return.  Let  no 
man  difturb  you  with  idle  notions,  for  you  may  all 

go  afleep  to  heaven,  without  ever  knowing  what  con- 
yerfion  means.” 

In  fid.  It  is  admirable  what  power  thefe  fame  gen¬ 
tlemen  have  gotten  over  reafon  and  religion.  I  have 
often  thought,  that  if  ever  they  were  to  read  their  Bi¬ 
bles  with  attention,  they  could  not  be  off  from  feeing 
that  they  themfelves  are  the  identical  perfons  intend¬ 
ed  by  the  idle,  idol  fhepherds,  and  unfaithful  watch- 
men,  againft  whom  fo  many  curfes  are  denounced  in 
fcripture.  The  idle  fhepherds,  you  know,  are  fuch 
who  feed  and  adorn  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
flock,  which  is  differed  tq  perifh  unwarned,  and  to 
die  for  lack  of  knowledge.  The  idol  fhepherd  is  that 
lordly  prieft,  that  downy  doftor,  who  keeps  at  an  aw¬ 
ful  diftance  from  men  of  ordinary  rank,  and  is  too 
much  of  the  gentleman  to  give  himfelf  any  concern 
about  the  fouls  of  his  parifhioners. 

Many  of  thofe  idol  fhepherds  I  know,  who  pqfTefs 
fome  hundreds,  aye,  fome  of  them  thoufands  per  an¬ 
num,  who  will  not  fo  much  as  afk  one  of  their  cure, 
whether  he  intends  to  go  to  heaven  or  hell  at  death, 
pr  whether  he  ferves  God  or  the  devil  ;  yet  if  a  pa- 
rifhioner  die,  they  will  keep  as  penetrating  a  look-out 
for  their  fees,  as  an  eagle  for  his  prey,  and  feize  it 
with  equaj  eagernefs.  Moreover,  for  the  fake  of  this 
fame  fee,  they  will  own  the  deceafed  for  a  brother, 
which  privilege  was  always  denied  him  whilft  alive, 
unkfs  he  fhould  indeed  have  happened  to  be  one  of 
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ftt  of  the  flock,  who  was  capable  of  yielding  a 
idouble  fleece. 

Avar.  It  is  the  fleece,  Sir,  which  -my  ch.cip.es  re¬ 
gard,  and  not  the  flock.  How  have  I,  been  diverted, 
fcmetimes,  both  at  church  and  meeting-houfe,  to  hear 
the  parfon,  with  an  air  the  moft  fupercilious  and  con¬ 
temptful,  railing  againft  the  moft  ul'eful  of  God’s  mm- 
ifters,  as  entliufiafts,  fanaticks,  and  methodifts  !  Ah  . 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  what  poor  honeft  devils  were  thole 
of  old,  who  confelfed  Chrift  and  his  difciples,  and  thus 
declared  to  the  fons  -of  Sceva,  “  Jefus  we  know,  and 

Paul  we  know,  but  who  are  you  T 

Sometimes  I  hear  them  crying  with  .vehemence, 
againft  the  divinity  of  Immanuel  ;  one  making  him 
feme  kind  of  a  fuper-angelical  being,  and  anothei  af- 
ferting  that  he  is  only  a  man,  like  ihemfelyes.  fhen 
fay  I,  what  a  pufillanimous  fpirit  was  .that  fame  devil 
Legion,  who,  without  receiving  either  tithe  or  offering, 
confelfed  Jefus  of  Nazareth  to  be  the  only  Son  of 
God,  to  whom  the  feriptures  aferibe  eveiy  civine 
honour.  Eut  thefe  parfons  are  well  pard  for  com 
felfing  him,  and  yet  deny  him  with  .the  *utmoft  in- 

folence. 

There  is  never  a  day  but  I  hear  fome  of  this  com¬ 
pany  charging  the  lie  upon  one  text  or  other  of  the 
Bible.  One  tells  his  people  that  there  is  no  fuch 
thing,  as  one  being  chofen  to  falvation  more  than  an¬ 
other  >  hut  that  the  love  of  God  is  equal  unto,  and 
upon  all  men,  whether  Jew  or  gentile,  Turk  or  pagan, 
papift  or  proteftant  ;  nay  then,  fay  I,  mailer  parfon, 
you  are  become  a  diffenter  from  your  own  feven- 

iesnth  article.  And,  to  fpeak  within  compafs,  there 

Z  4  are 
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are  at  lead  a  thoufand  pulpits  in  the  church  occuui* 
ed  by  fuch  (Jiffenters. 

Then  I  hear  others,  railing  againft  thofe  who 
preach  falvation  by  grace  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  af- 
uring  their  people,  that  they  mull  be  faved  by  their 
own  holinefs  and  good  works.  Very  well,  fay  I, 
then  I  have  my  defire,  for  upon  thefe  terms  they  will 
never  be  faved  at  all.  But  ftill  I  am  at  a  lofs,  how 
they  dare  fo  barefacedly  give  the  lie  to  Paul  the 
apoftle,  who  taught  the  church,  that,  «  By  grace  they 
were  faved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  themfelves, 
but  the  gift  of  God.”  I  hear  many  clergymen,  of 
the  eftablifhed  church,  in  entering  upon  the  fervice, 
thus  addrefs  the  Majefty  of  heaven,  «  Lord,  cleanfe 
thou  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts,  by  the  infpiration  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit  and  jn  lefs  than  an  hour  after,  tell- 
ing  their  parilhioners,  that  it  is  mere  enthufiafm  in 
any  man  to  expeft,  in  thefe  days,  to  be  at  all  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 

So  glaring  the  contradictions,  which  fometimes  they 
are  guilty  of,  that  I  tremble  with  fear,  left  the  people 
ihould  be  convinced  of  the  truth  ;  but  thefe  are  fa¬ 
vourable  times,  gentlemen,  very  favourable  ;  for  the 
greateft  part  of  the  people  have  fomething  elfe  to 

think  of,  when  they  go  to  church,  befides  either 
preaching  or  prayer. 

When  I  hear  the  parfon,  whether  churchman  or 
diffenter,  telling  his  people  how  holy  and  pure  the 
heart  of  man  is  by  nature  ;  how  aptly  formed  for 
fentiments  of  the  moll  exalted  piety,  and  for  enter¬ 
taining  the  love  of  God  ;  I  am  wonderfully  at  a  lofs 
tQ  kftQWj  how  he  came  by  more  extenfive  knowledge 

ef 
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of  mankind  than  Jefus  Cbritt,  who  exprefsly  taught, 
that  whatfoever  defileth  the  man,  proceeds  out  oi 
the  heart.  Your  influences,  Faftofus,  are  of  excel¬ 
lent  ufe,  in  keeping  them  where  they  are  ;  you  take 
care  to  perfuade  each  of  them  feparately,  that  oi  all 
others  his  own  knowledge  is  the  molt  refined  ;  and 
hence  it  is,  that  Goodwin,  Owen,  Charnock,  and  all 
fuch  authors,  are  confidered  as  weak  though  well- 


meaning  divines. 

It  is  very  diverting  to  hear  my  paiTons  boafting  of 
their  fuperiour  knowledge,  even  when  by  their  min- 
iftrations,  it  is  plain,  that  they  are  acquainted  with  al- 
moft  any  writings,  better  than  tnofe  oi  tnfpiration  ; 
when  their  auditories  dwindle  away  to  nothing,  and 
the  few  people  who  abide  by  them  are  defiitute  of  all 
religion.  Did  they  but  know  half  as  much  as  the 
moll  illiterate  devil  of  our  fraternity,  they  would  at 
leaft  believe,  that  there  may  be  a  poffibility  of  their 
miftaking  the  way,  and  that,  after  all  their  pretenfions 
to  a  fuperiour  knowledge,  they  may  run  fome  rifk 
of  a  final  mifcarriage.  But,  as  our  good  friends,  the 
Roman  do&ors,  are  wont  to  fay,  “  Ignorance  is  the 
mother  of  devotion  >”  fo  fay  I  of  my  parfons,  “  Ig¬ 
norance  is  the  fpring  of  all  their  knowledge  and 
whilfl;  my  father  Infideiis  can  keep  them  ignorant,  my 

uncle  Faftofus  can  eafily  puff  them  up  with  a  fenfe 

* 

of  the  clearnefs  of  their  heads,  and  goodnefs  of  their 
hearts ;  fo  that  I  can  do  very  well  with  them,  and 
retain  them  amongft  our  worfhippers. 

The  next  company  in  our  corporation,  is  that  of 
the  {training  .landlords,  a  very  noble  and  reputable 
company  indeed  ;  notwithftanding,  they  are  far  from 

being 
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being  opulent.  In  the  days  of  yore,  when  luxury 
was  but  little  in  vogue,  the  freeholders  were  attend¬ 
ed  with  fewer  wants,  and,  of  courfe,  this  company 
was  Iefs  flounfiii.ng  ;  but  fince  thefe  happy  days  com¬ 
menced,  in  which  people  of  quality  are  trained  up 
in  abfolute  ldlenefs  and  diflipation  ;  in  which  virtue 
is  of  no  account,  and  luxury,  pride,  and  dilfolutenefs 
are  arrived  at  their  zenith,  the  people  of  quality  are 
amazingly  poor,  and  are  attended  with  an  undefcriba- 
ble  train  of  neceflities.  What  is  very  remarkable, 
their  pride  has  grown  in  a  perfect  proportion  to  their 
poverty,  fo  that  now  it  is  an  eftabkfhed  law  amongft 
them,  to  look  upon  themfelves  as  of  a  different  blood 
from  the  reft  or  mankind.  Indeed  you  cannot  affront 
a  perfon  of  quality  worfe,  than  by  likening  him  to 
one  of  thofe,  who  are  called  vulgar  creatures  ;  not- 
withftanding,  by  the  way,  it  is  thofe  fame  vulgar  crea¬ 
tures  which  enable  perfons  of  rank  and  fafhion,  to 
fupport  the  dignity  of  their  ftation  ;  and  were  there 

no  vulgar  creatures,  there  would  alfo  be  no  ladies 
of  quality. 

This  diftinftion,  which  the  quality  pay  to  them¬ 
felves,  is  of  the  utmoft  ufe  in  my  adminiftration,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  ftory. 

I  went,  one  day,  to  the  houfe  of  Sir  Fop  Mortalis, 
a  very  famous  gentleman  in  the  country,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  pay  my  devoirs  to  madam  Mortalis,  his  lady  ; 
a  gentlewoman,  who  abhors  to  have  the  leaft  com¬ 
panion  made,  betwixt  her  and  any  perfon  whatever 
of  inferiour  rank.  The  chambermaid  informed  her 
miftrefs,  that  good  Mr.  Prudence  waited  below,  de* 
firing  to  fpeak  with  her  ladyfhip,  if  convenient.  The 

lady 
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lady  foon  defcended,  and,  compliments  paffed  on 
either  fide,  flie  condufted  me  into  her  parlour,  where 

fhe  and  I  had  the  following  dialogue. 

LAD-  Good  Mr.  Prudence,  you  haye  been  a 

very  great  flranger  !  It  is  now  many  months  fince 
few  you  ^  our  houfe  ;  but  I  am  glad  to  fee  you 
now,  and  I  wifh  in  my  heart  Sir  Fop  Mortahs  had 

keen  at  home.  >  .  ,  1 

Prudence.  Urgent  bufinefs,  madam,  Demands 

my  attendance  fo  mu,ch  elfe-where,  that  1  cannot  fo 
frequently  as  I  could  wifh,  pay  my  refpecls  to  Sir 
Fop  and  my  lady  Mortahs.  But  now,  madam,  I  am 
come,  if  poffible,  to  reUify  a  growing  miftake  amonglt 
mankind  j  and  muft  tell  your  ladyfhip,  that  I  am 
heartily  forry  to  fee  the  world  arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch 
of  ambition  as  it  is  now.  Indeed,  my  lady,  it  is  be¬ 
come  a  very  difficult  matter,  in  a  concourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple,  to  diffinguifh  between  the  farmers'  and  tradei- 
men’s  wives,  and  ladies  of  birth  and  fortune  ;  nor 
can  we  more  eafily  diftinguifh  between  their  ieverat 
children.  Why,  madam,  the  farmers’  and  trade!- 
men’s  children  are  all  mailers  and  miffes,  young  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  ladies,  now-a-days.  I  know  not,  for  my 
part,  what  the  world  will  come  to,  if  fame  meafures 
are  not  fpeedily  taken  to  prevent  the  confounding  of 

bafenefs  with  dignity. 

When  I  was  laft  at  church,  I  was  furpiifed  to  fee, 
as  1  thought,  mifs  Mortalia,  your  daughter,  there  ; 
well  knowing  that  neither  Sir  Fop  himfelf,  nor  any 
of  his  family,  go  often  to  any  place  of  pubiick  wor¬ 
ship.  Becaufe,  you  know,  my  lady,  few  of  you  great 
folks  love  the  tedious  duties  of  religion. 

Lad  v. 
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Lady.  Not  we,  indeed.  Give  us  the  cards  or 
«iu  ical  entertainments,  for  our  money.  We  hate 
.‘her  doleful  cant.  Let  tbetn  choofe  rdil! 

ton,  who  hare  tafte  for  nothing  more  polite.  We 
will  have  none  of  it,  I  alfore  you,  Mr.  Prudence. 

Prod.  I  know  it,  my  lady,  I  know  it,  and  am 
mightily  pleafed  with  your  determination.  But  as  I 
was  telling  your  ladyftip,  being  at  church,  as  foon  as 
fervice  was  over,  I  faid  to  a  man,  who  fat  in  the  pew 
with  me,  «  I  am  furprifed  to  fee  Mifs  Mortalis  at 
church  today.  Do  you  think,  Sir,  that  any  body 
lias  been  daring  enough  to  tell  her  that  ihe  really  is 
a  mortal  ?”  To  which  the  plain  countryman,  in  hk 
own  clowmlh  way,  replied,  «  Mifs  Mortalis  at  church ! 
quoth-a  :  No,  n°,  Sir,  you  are  quite  miflaken  ;  for 
Sir  Fop  s  family  are  people  of  quality,  and  therefore 
meddle  none  with  religion.  What  foould  they  do 
at  church,  feeing  they  fear  no  hell,  regard  not  God,  and 
believe  not  in  the  devil.  As  for  heaven,  Sir  Fop  is 
willing  to  leave  that  to  the  poor,  and  defires  no  great- 

er  happinefs  for  himfelf  and  his,  than  is  implied  in  an 
earldom.” 

Lady.  That  is,  indeed,  what  Sir  Fop  has  long 

been  foliciting,  and  it  is  believed  is  now  very  near 
obtaining. 

Pr ud.  But,  faid  I  to  the  fellow,  pray  who  is  that 
young  lady,  whom  I  took  for  Mifs  Mortalis  ?  Poh, 
Lady  !  quoth-a.  Why  ’tis  John  Tillground’s  daugh¬ 
ter,  o’the  Five  Elms.  Tillground’s  daughter  !  faid  I; 
you  forprife  me.  She  is  as  finely  dreft  as  I  have 
feen  Mifs  Mortalis,  when  going  to  a  ball.  And  pray, 
continued  I,  who  is  yonder  lady,  with  the  French 

head-drefs 
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head-drefs  and  furred  cardinal  ?  I  thought  you  had 
had  no  people  of  quality  in  this  parilh,  befides  Sir 
Fop’s  family.  No,  Sir,  returned  he,  we  have  none, 
who  are  fuch  by  birth  ;  but  we  have  many  who  are 
quality  by  their  drefs.  The  lady,  Sir,  that  you  in¬ 
quire  after,  is  Mrs.  Watfon,  the  landlady  at  the 
Three  Tuns. 

Well,  madam,  I  followed  them  out  of  church,  and 
was  amazed  to  fee  the  plaitings  of  hair,  the  tires  of 
jruffles,  and  the  labyrinthian  furbeloes,  with  which 
the  women  were  decorated.  Indeed,  my  lady,  il  the 
world  holds  on  but  a  few  years,  in  its  prefent  career, 
we  fhall  not  be  able  to  diftinguifli  betwixt  the  higheft 

and  the  lowed  ranks  of  people. 

Lady.  To  be  fure,  Sir,  the  world  is  now  at  a  fad 

pitch  of  pride  and  ambition  ;  for  people  of  fafhion 
can  do  nothing  as  to  drefs,  gefture,  manner  of  fpeech, 
or  living,  but  we  are  mimicked  by  thofe  vulgar  crea¬ 
tures. 

Prud.  It  muft  undoubtedly  be  confidered  as  an 
jnfufferable  infult  upon  people  of  breeding,  when 
they  are  thus  taken  off  by  the  vulgar.  But,  madam, 
I  have  a  fcheme  to  propofe,  which,  if  adopted,  will 
effe8.ually  correct  their  inlblence,  and  foon  oblige 
John  Tillground  and  Timothy  Turf’s  daughters  to 
jay  afide  their  furbeloes,  ruffles,  and  tea-table,  and 
betake  themfelves  to  their  (pinning  wheels. 

Lady.  What  is  it  ?  I  pray  you,  good  Mr.  Pru¬ 
dence,  be  fo  obliging  ;  I  beg  you  would,  Sir. 

Prud.  Indeed,  madam,  your  farmers  are  all  be¬ 
come  gentlemen  of  late.  They  talk  of  fortunes  for 
jheir  children,  and  conftder  themfelves  as  very  little 

inferiour 
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inferiour  to  the  ’Squire  himfelf.  But  let  me  tell  you, 
madam,  the  fault  is  not  fo  much  in  the  farmers,  as 
in  the  landlords  themfelves,  who  let  their  farms  upon 
terms  by  far  too  low  and  eafy.  There  is  this  fame 
John  Tillground,  and  his*  neighbour  Timothy  Turf, 
as  I  am  informed,  have  both  of  them  money  lying  at 
intereft,  when  my  worthy  and  right  honourable  ford 
Noble,  a  gentleman  of  the  firft  quality,  is  obliged  to 
pawn  his  plate  ror  cafh,  to  pay  off  the  four  thoufand 
pounds  he  loft  the  other  night  at  cards  ;  and  whilft 
his  gentle  neighbour,  ’Squire  Fitzfolly,  is  obliged  to 
fall  his  timber  to  flop  the  horrid  gap,  which  his  ma¬ 
levolent  ftars  opened  at  Newmarket-races,  where  the 

gamblers  of  rank  and  quality  occafionally  try  their 
fortune. 

It  is  mfufFerable,  madam,  that  the  farmer’s  circum- 
ftances  fhould  be  eafy,  whilft  people  of  fafhion  know 
not  how  to  keep  off  the  duns  from  theft  doors.  What 
right  has  any  body  to  any  thing  befides  flavery,  ex¬ 
cept  people  of  quality  ?'  Were  not  thofe  vulgar  crea¬ 
tures  originally  defigned  as  your  ftaves,  madam  ? 
And  yet,  for  any  thing  I  fee,  they  will  foon  be  on  a 
level  with  you,  unlefs  fome  method,  lucky  enough 
to  prevent  it,  is  fpeedily  devifed. 

Lady.  Ah,  Sir,  I  fear  it  indeed.  If  you  do  know 
of  any  fuitabie  means  to  prevent  it,  I  beg,  good  Mr. 
Prudence,  you  will  inform  me. 

Prdd.  There  is  only  one  way,  that  I  know  of, 
madam  ;  and  that  is  to  raife  their  rents  to  the  utter- 
moft.  As  every  leafe  expires,  it  will  be  an  eafy 
matter  for  Sir  Fop,  in  the  renewal  of  it,  to  advance 
the  rent  as  high  as  he  pleafes;  The  ftaves  dare  nos 

go 
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go  away  >  and  if  they  Should,  there  will  be '  others 
foolilh  enough  to  agree  to  any  terms,  rather  than 
xnifs  of  a  farm.  This  done,  and  all  your  tenants  fet¬ 
tled  upon  the  racked  farms,  if  any  one  of  them  hap¬ 
pens  to  rear  a  handfome  colt,  let  Sir  hop  himfelf,  or 
young  matter,  fall  in  love  with  it,  demand  it  of  its 
owner  for  fo  much,  never  exceeding  half  its  value  ; 
he  may  privately  grumble,  but  dare  not  refufe,  for 
fear  of  offending  his  honour.  By  thefe  means,  and 
others,  which  occafion  will  fuggeft,  you  may  make 
them  all  humble  enough. 

Lady.  Mott;  excellently  fpoken,  good  Mr.  Pru¬ 
dence.  Then,  Tillground’s  wife  will  be  obliged  to 
fell  her  china  ware,  to  procure  rags  for  her  brats; 
the  daughter  mutt  take  to  her  wheel  and  wafh-tub, 
and  my  fon,  matter  Thomas,  will  ride  a  better  horfe 
than  he  now  does.  This  Scheme  will  certainly  con¬ 
quer  the  ambition  of  the  farmers  ;  but  what  will  it 
do  for  the  tradefmen,  good  Mr.  Prudence  ;  they  will 
Hill  continue  an  eye-fore  P 

Prud.  Indeed,  madam,  the  fame  fcheme  will  pro. 
duce  very  humbling  effefcfs,  upon  tradefmen  of  eve¬ 
ry  kind  ;  though  I  dare  not  affert,  that  you  will  ever 
be  able  perfe&ly  to  fubjeftt  to  your  ambition  and  av¬ 
arice,  that  honourable  body  of  merchants,  whom  you 
affeQedly  call  cits.  No,  madam,  I  am  afraid  that 
nobility  itfelf  mutt  give  place  to  the  publick  Spirit  of 
the  merchant  ;  yet  even  them  you  may  greatly  injure, 
and  prevent  their  being  of  fuch  effential  Service  to 
their  country,  as  otherwife  they  might  be.  But  as  to 
inland  trade,  by  racking  your  tenants  in  the  manner 
preferibed,  you  may  absolutely  deftroy  it.  That  you 
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may  fee  the  utility  of  my  fcheme,  I  fhall  a  little  ex- 
plain  it  to  your  ladyfhip. 

If  the  farmers  are  racked  to  the  utmoft,  they  will 
be  obliged  to  fell  the  produce  of  their  lands  at  an 
exorbitant  price,  otherwife  it  will  be  altogether  out 
of  their  power  to  pay  the  ftipulated  rent.  And  be¬ 
sides  felling  their  crops,  &c.  for  an  advanced  price* 
they  will  be  obliged  to  abridge  the  wages  of  all  their 
labourers,  fmiths,  carpenters,  &c.  / 

By  thefe  means  the  farmer  will  find  it  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  live,  and  of  courfe  will  rarely  vifit  the  mer¬ 
cer’s  and  draper’s  fhops  ;  and  as  for  his  labourers 
and  workmen,  they  will  find  but  litle  money  to  lay 
out  in  clothes,  efpecially  if  their  children  be  numer¬ 
ous,  as  the  demands  of  the  back  mull  always  give 
place  to  the  louder  calls  of  the  belly.  And  as,  you 
know,  my  lady,  fterility  very  rarely  dwells  in  the  la¬ 
bourer’s  cottage,  it  is  unknown  what  mifery  you 
may  happily  introduce  amongft  them,  by  the  fcheme 
propofed.  '  The  draper’s  goods  will  lie  upon  his  hands* 
tiniefs  indeed  he  is  pleafed  to  give  credit  to  the  poor  ; 
if  the  former,  he  will  be  fparing  of  his  orders  ;  and 
if  the  latter  we  fhall  foon  have  him  a  bankrupt,  fo 
that  he  will  be  effeClually  ruined. 

You,  fee,  madam,  that  here  we  affeft  the  manufac¬ 
turer,  equally  with  the  farmer  and  fhopkeeper  :  For 
when  the  retail  trade  is  ruined  by  the  dearnefs  of  pro- 
vifions,  the  manufacturer  will  find  little  call  for  his 
goods  ;  the  iffue  of  which  will  be,  the  difbanding  of 
many  of  his  journeymen,  and  abridging  the  wages  of 
the  reft.  The  difbanded  journeymen,  being  incapa¬ 
ble  of  finding  employment,  and  not  having  learned 

the 
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the  art  of  living  like  the  camelion,  on  the  air,  will  be 
drove  to  thieving,  by  which  means  America  will  be 
peopled,  and  Tyburn  Chronicle  rendered  refpcCtable. 

As  to  the  manufafturer  himfelf,  his  capital  being 
foon  converted  into  manufactured  goods,  he  will  be 
obliged  to  fell  them  under  their  value,  that  he  may 
ieep  up  his  credit  with  the  merchant,  and  be  able 
to  carry  on  a  little  trade,  vainly  hoping  that  times 
may  alter  for  the  better. 

Lady.  Indeed,  Sir,  your  fcheme  is  very  feafible  ; 
and  yet  there  is  one  thing  that  will  put  the  manufac¬ 
turer  abfolutelyxout  of  our  power.  I  mean,  Sir,  the 
exportation  of  their  manufacture.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  is,  but  thefe  cits  of  merchants  can  fend  goods 
any  where,  and  they,  Sir,  will  fupport  the  manufac¬ 
turer. 

Prud.  No,  madam,  I  allure  you,  my  fcheme,  if 
cordially  adopted,  and  executed  with  vigour,  will  put 
it  abfolutely  out  of  the  merchant’s  power.  There  is 
nothing  can  recommend  the  Englifh  manufacture  at  a 
foreign  market,  but  the  price  being  inferiour  to  that 
of  other  nations.  Now,  if  an  Englifhman  muft  pay 
twice  as  dear  for  his  provifion  in  his  own  country,  as 
a  Frenchman  does  in  his,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  either 
journeymen’s  wages  muft,  in  England,  be  double  to 
what  they  are  in  France,  or  the  journeymen  muft 
ftarve  ;  which  few  Englifhmen  are  fond  of  doing. 
The  confequence  of  this  is,  the  French  manufacturer 
can  fend  his  goods  to  a  foreign  market  upon  better 
terms  than  an  Englifhman,  and,  of  ccurfe,  dcftroy  all 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  Englifh  nation.  'Thus,  mad¬ 
am,  I  have  pointed  out  a  method,  by  which  you  peo- 
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P'e  °f  fafhion,  in  order  to  fupport  your  Own  grandeur* 
may  fuck  the  blood  of  all  inferiour  ranks  of  pedple, 
and  make  the  Britiih  fubjects  abfolutely  flaves,  even 
in  a  country  which  boafts  its  freedom.  Nay,  more, 
this  is  a  method,  by  which  you  may  ruin  the  moft 
flourifhing  nation  in  the  world. 

Lady.  Spoke  like  an  angel,  good  Mr.  Prudence. 
I  proteft,  upon  honour,  I  will  not  deep  until  I  have 
confulted  Sir  Fop  on  the  matter. 

Avar.  I  took  my  leave  of  her  ladyfhip,  who  could 
not  reft  until  fhe  had  communicated  the  matter  to 
her  acquaintances,  and  they  to-  their  acquaintances, 
and  fo  they  again  to  theirs,  that  it  had  very  foon 
made  the  tour  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  an 
ordinance  was  inftituted,  in  the  company  of  avaricious 
landlords,  that  in  every  future  leafe,  the  farmers 
fhould  be  racked  to  the  laft  extremity.  This  ordi¬ 
nance  has  been  univerfally  complied  with,  by  the 
whole  company  ;  fo  that  there  is  reafon  to'  hope,  in 
time,  all  the  blefled  confequences  propofed,  will  arife 
from  it,  as  you  may  fee  to  what  an  exorbitant  price 
all  manner  of  provifions  is  already  arrived.  What 
may  not  be  expected  from  fuch  hopeful  beginnings  ? 

Fast.  A  noble  company  indeed,  and  near  a-kin 
to  our  deftroying  clan.  And  yet  many  of  them  fet 
up  for  patriots,  even  when  they  are  drawing  ruin  up¬ 
on  the  nation,  by  their  pride,  luxury,  and  avarice. 
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Fastosus* 


O,  Avaro  ;  know  affuredly  that  you  are  not 


X  V  more  in  efteem  with  the  Dutch  than  myfelf. 
It  were  ftrange,  indeed,  if  I  had  no  concern  with 
Mynheer. 

Avar.  Indeed,  Sir,  to  fee  Mynheer  equipped  in 
his  holiday  clothes,  he  makes  pretty  near  as  awkward 
an  appearance  as  a  Laplander  ;  and  one  would  cer¬ 
tainly  conclude j  that  he  is  a  perfect  ftranger  to  court¬ 
ly  Faftofus.  But  all  the  world  knows,  that  Avaro  is 
a  Very  relpeclable  perfonage  in  Holland; 

Fast.  1  told  you  before,  coufin,  that  you  have  an 
ugly  way  of  encroaching  upon  your  neighbour’s  right. 
I  do  not  like  it,  coufin,  and  will  affert  my  dominion. 
Do  you  think  that  Mynheer  is  not  full  as  proud  of  his 
multiplicity  of  garments,  as  an  Englilh  hero  is  of  his 
fcarlet  and  lace  ?  Or,  that  he  is  not  the  belt  fellow1 
who  can  wear  the  greateft  number  of  pairs  of  breech¬ 
es  ?  I  affert,  there  may  be  as  much  pride  under  a 
Dutchman’s  cap,  as  under  a  Scotch  bonnet,  or  even 
under  a  Frenchman’s  hat  ;  notwithftanding  there  is  a 
very  great  difference  between  the  firft  and  the  laft. 
The  firft,  you  know,  is  a  fixed  ponderous  fubftance, 
and  the  laft  is  mutable,  as  the  weathercock  on  the 
top  of  St.  Peter’s.  Yes,  Avaro,  1  may  affert  farther, 
that  there  may  be  as  much  pride  under  a  red  cap,  as 
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under  the  coronet  of  a  peer,  or  even  under  the  mi¬ 
tre  of  an  archbifhop. 

In  fid.  That  Avaro  is  in  high  efteem  in  the  Neth¬ 
erlands,  will  not  be  denied  ;  but  to  fuppofe  Faftofus 
excluded  from  any  people  whatever,  is  highly  difhon- 
ouring  :  Therefore,  my  fon,  you  mud  learn  to  be 
more  cautious,  and,  for  the  prefent,  to  make  atone¬ 
ment  for  your  error,  proceed  with  your  account  of 
your  corporation. 

Avar.  If  to  retrafl  an  error,  and  endeavour  in* 
future  to  oblige,  will  procure  forgivenefs,  it  fhall  be 
done.  In  order  to  which  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve 
that  the  ; 

Fourth  Company  of  my  corporation,  is  that  of  the 
letter  retailers,  otherwife  called  mercenary  fcribblers, 
and  falfe  publifhers.  The  tranfcribers  and  abridges 
of  other  men’s  works,  and  efpecially  thofe  whofe  foie 
aim  is  to  get  money  by  their  writings,  are  free  of  this 
company,  and  on  the  livery. 

To  give  you  a  proper  idea  of  which,  2  fhall  read 
you  a  letter,  which  I  ftole  the  other  night,  from  the 
chairman  of  a  reading  fociety  in  the  country,  defign* 
ed  to  be  lent  to  the  Reviewers*  critical  and  monthly,. 

Gentlemen, 

We  are  what  country  people  call  a  reading*  focie¬ 
ty,  into  which  we  had  formed  ourfelves  fome  years 
before  the  firfi  Review  made  its  publick  appearance. 
We  had  not  long  taken  in  books,  before  we  found 
feveral  articles  of  ourpurchafe  to  be  fiolen  from  oth¬ 
er  authors  ;  and  but  very  few  of  our  titular  authors^, 
had  either  honour  or  honefty  enough,  to  inform  the 
publick  from  what  fources  they  compiled  their  vol¬ 
umes*  - 
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lUmes,  We  would  advife  all  writers  to  live  upon 
itheir  own  proper  genius,  deeming  it  pit)  that  pilfer 
-ers  fliould  be  fufFered  in  the  republick  of  letters.  At 
the  laft  meeting  of  our  club,  this  queftion  was  put 
and  canvaffed,  66  What  can  induce  one  writer  to  Ileal 


;frcm  another  ?” 

To  this  important  queftion,  one  replied  one  thing, 
and  another  faid  what  he  could  to  confute  it,  as  eve¬ 
ry  member  was  willing  to  difplay  his  abilities  ;  at  la  i5 
Dick  Keene,  a  tefty  kind  of  youth,  but  of  good  fenfe, 

gave  us  the  following  fatisfaftory  anfwer. 

&  Very  probably,  faid  mafter  Dick,  fome  autnoi  ».> 

may  fteal  from  others,  for  the  fame  reafon,  which 
that  celebrated  fool  of  old  had,  who  burnt  himleli 
and  the  temple  together,  in  order  to  perpetuate  his 
name.  There  are  authors,  endued  with  the  fame 
laudable  ambition,  who,  not  being  happy  enough  to 
‘have  been  born  free  in  the  literary  republick,  are 
obliged  to  ftoop  to  difhoneft  meafures,  in  order  to 
gratify  their  ambition.  Their  geniufes  (if  it  be  law-* 
ful  to  fpeak  of  their  geniufes)  being  deftitute  of  eve¬ 
ry  prolifick  principle,  and  their  fancies  fixed  as  the 
Pyrenean  or  the  Alps,  they  cannot  poflibly  gain  re¬ 
pute  but  on  the  credit  of  their  predecelfors.  There¬ 
fore,  what  frugal  nature,  and  Gamaliel,  have  withheld, 
muft  be  fupplied  by  induftrious  freedom  ;  and  as  the 
*end  propofed  muft,  at  all  events,  be  -obtained,  hon¬ 
our,  truth,  and  honefty,  fmoke  at  once  on  the  altar 
of  ambition.  To  work  goes  the  writer,  plunders  ev¬ 
ery  volume  in  his  own  and  his  patron’s  library,  at  laft 
completes  his  fcheme  ;  and,  lo  !  we  have  an  entire 
drew  work,  by  the  learned  Mr.  Dunce.  And  lo  it 
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comes  to  pafs,  that  we,  the  honeft  purchafers,  pay- 
three  or  four  times  over  for  the  lame  matter  ;  and, 
perhaps,  in  almoft  the  lame  manner  likewife. 

There  are  others,  who,  as  a  juft  judgment  on 
their  former  indolence  and  extravagance,  are  now 
condemned  to  live  upon  their  wit  •,  which,  being  dull 
and  tardy,  fomewhat  a-kin  to  the  brain  of  an  afs,  of 
itfelf  can  afford  but  a  very  penurious  table,  and  un¬ 
comfortable  lodging.  Bitten  with  hunger,  the  unhap¬ 
py  man  is  obliged  to  fteal  where  he  can,  and  then 
fell  his  ill  gotten  colIeQion  to  the  bookfeller,  in  or¬ 
der  to  procure  a  good  holiday  dinner.  The  book¬ 
feller,  I  believe,  is  pretty  well  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  my  remarks,  as  he  has  paid  fmart  for  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  literary  thieves. 

44  Of  thefe  two  kinds  of  pilferers,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  latter  is  by  far  the  molt  excufable.  He 
cannot  work,  he  is  alhamed  to  beg,  therefore  mull 
either  fteal  or  ftarve.  What  can  he  fteal  with  more 
fafety  than  the  works  of  the  learned  ?  In  my  opinion. 
1  l  s  no  more  danger  in  robbing  a  gentleman  of 
his  literary  honour,  than  for  a  ftatefman  to  rob  his 
mother  country  :  Few  fuch  thieves  are  conduced, 
by  the  county  officers,  to  Tyburn.  O  fplemn  tree, 
what  frauds  are  pommitted  againft  thee  ?  Of  how  ma¬ 
ny  necks,  equitably  thine,  art  thou  cheated  annually  ?” 

It  was  now  Bill  Candour,  a  good  natured  youth, 
interrupted  him,  thinking  his  reflections  fomewhat 
fevere.  “  Hold  !  Mr.  Keene,  I  think  your  reafop- 
ing  is  top  full  of  acrimony.  If  all  tranferipts,  ex¬ 
tracts,  and  abridgments,  were  to  be  fuppreffed,  it 
\yotild  be  a  very  great  lofs  to  the  publick.  Thofe 
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^en,  therefore,  who  take  the  trouble  of  fuch  a  for- 
vice,  deferve  open  acknowledgment)  for  laifing  tip 
•valuable  authors  from  the  vaults  of  oblivion,  inftead 
of  being  lafhed  with  the  rod  of  mercileis  fatire.  Fo 

which  Dick  replied  ; 

«  That  many  ancient  writings,  are  truly  worthy  cfr 
being  introduced  to  publick  view,  I  am  fo  far  from 
denying^  that  I  fhould '-deem  it  truly  laudable,  for 
any  gentleman,  of  capacity  and  leifure,*to  draw  foith 
the  remains  of  antiquity  from  the  ceils  of  obfcurity, 
and  fhould  be  one  of  the  firft  to  vote  him  the  moft 
publick  thanks.  But  I  would  have  it  done  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  come  within  the  reach  of  the  middle 
clafs  of  people,  amongR  whom  the  bulk  oi  all  forts  ©t 
readers  are  found.  Moreover,  I  would  have  all 
writings  on  religious  fubjeQs  Fo  contrived,  as  to 
come  within  the  reach  of  the  poor,  for  who  elie  give 
themfelves  any  trouble  about  religion,  or  have  any 
pleafure  in  ferious  writings  ?  If  a  commentary  on  the 
Bible  muR  go  beyond  the  extent  of  their  finances,  it 
might  as  well  be  locked  up  in  Pool’s  Synopfis,  where 


it  was  before  the  commentary  was  written.  Op¬ 
ulent  tradefmen,  you  know,  are  fuch  Raves  to  the 
laws  of  gettings  that  they  have  no  time  to  read,  and 
therefore  may  prudently  avoid  purchafing.  And 
people  of  fafhion  are  generally  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
having  fuch  or  fuch  books  in  their  libraries,  without 
fo  much  as  looking  farther  into  them  than  the  title 
pages.  Surely,  gentlemen,  no  man  is  to  be  vindi¬ 
cated  in  making  merchandife  of  his  neighbour’s  genius.” 

Here  he  concluded,  and  we  were  foon  convinced, 
ihat  there  was  much  weight  in  his  reafoning.  We 
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in uft  beg  leave  to  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  when 
)  oui  worfhips  erected  your  tribunal,  and  every  au- 
thor  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  you,  we  flatter¬ 
ed  a  hope,  that  all  pilferers  would  have  fled  out  of 
the  republick  of  letters.  But,  alas  I  we  have  been 
hitherto  difappointed,  and,  in  reality,  they  feem  to 
be  on  the  increafe,  fo  that  a  man  can  hardly  claim 
perfonal  right  to  a  Angle  idea,  how  juftly  foever  it 
may  be  his  property. 

We  earneffly  beg  that  you,  gentlemen,  will  be 
obliging  enough  to  publifh  your  averfion  to  this  craft ; 
to  command  all,  who  are  deflitute  both  of  fortune 
and  genius,  to  reconcile  themfelves  to  their  deftiny, 
and  fhew  their  fubmiffion  to  the  higher  powers,  by 
learning  forne  handicraft  bufinefs,  by  which  they  may 
gain  an  honefl  living.  There  are  a  thoufand  ways  to 
live  in  the  world,  if  that  of  an  author  were  to  ceafe. 
For  inftance,  there  is  carrying  a  mufket,  or  beating  a 
orum  by  land,  and  furling  the  fails  by  fea,  either  of 

\vhicn  are  honourable  employments,  when  compared 
with  that  of  book-ftealing. 

As  we  know  not  to  whom  we  can  apply,  with  any 
hope  of  fucceis,  but  to  yourfelves  ;  we  mu  ft  farther 
beg,  that  you  will  not  only  deteft  the  theft,  when  you 
meet  with  it,  but  do  as  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  St. 
Giles  s  do  on  fimilar  occafions.  That  is,  purfue  the 
delinquent  with  a  Stop  thief!  Stop  thief!  Indeed, 
gentlemen,  it  will  not  leffen  you  in  the  publick  ef- 
teem,  fhould  you  commence  even  literary  thief  catch^ 
ers.  Should  it  pleafe  you  to  comply  with  our  re- 
queft,  we  doubt  not  but  the  ftreets,  which  lead  to 
places  of  publick  refort,  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  well 

lined 
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lined  with  many  authors,  having  affirmed  the  more 

honourable  employment  of  a  beggar. 

Thus  the  imports  would  be  taken  off  from  the  flu- 
dious  ;  real  authors  would  preferve  thetr  honour  no 
one  daring  to  invade  them  right,  for  fear  of  expofrng 
themfelves  to  publick  infamy.  Perhaps  that  moft  vib 
lanous  of  all  practices  may  be  put  a  hop  to  ;  we 
mean  the  vending  of  cloudy  commentaries  on  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  Few  people,  we  Ihould  think,  would  be  fond 
of  purchafing  fuch  books,  after  they  are  informed 
that  moft  of  the  materials  are  'ftolen.  Effectually  to 
put  a  ftop  to  this  iniquitous  praftice,  we  would  rec¬ 
ommend  the  publication  of  the  above  named  Synop¬ 
sis  in  Englifii,  and  then  every  reader  may  take  what 
human  fenfe  of  the  divine  word  he  pieafes.  He  aie, 

ventlemen,  your  moft  humble  fervants, 

°  A  Reading  Society. 

Fast.  Indeed,  couftn,  I  think  the  requeil  ol  that 
fociety  reafonable  enough,  and  ought  to  be  granted  : 
For,  as  the  world  now  goes,  it  is  a  difficult  matter 
for  a  man  to  know  to  whom  he  is  obliged,  for  any 
profitable  hint  he  meets  with  in  the  couife  ol  his 
reading.  And  flimfy  as  modern  produBions  in  gen¬ 
eral  are,  there  is  now  and  then  a  profitable  hint  to  be 
met  with.  But  when  any  thing  of  a  lecommLndato- 
ry  quality,  happens  to  emerge  from  the  teemprefs, 
the  whole  race  of  catch-penny  imitators  fwarm 
about  it,  and  gobble  it  up,  then  fpew  it  out,  as  if  it 
were  their  own.  However,  coufin,  it  muft  be  own¬ 
ed,  there  are  fome  of  your  mercenary  fcribblers,  who 
are  much  more  honourable  than  others  ;  and  let  the 

publick  know,  that  what  they  write  is  not  the  fruit  of 

their 


m  DIALOGUES  [Dial. 

th_i  own  genius,  but  is  borrowed  from  this  or  that 
refpeaable  author,  under  pretence  of  making  it  more 
puohck,  on  account  of  its  great  excellency.  They  de¬ 
fire  not  to  rob  the  author  of  his  honour  :  All  they  deem 
neceffary,  is  a  loan  of  his  genius  to  fupply  the  defies  of 
men- own, and  to  help  them  a  little  forward  in  the  world. 

But,  of  all  writers,  commend  me  to  polemick  di¬ 
vines.  O  !  it  would  be  a  pleafure  to  the  devil  him- 
felf,  to  fee  with  what  dexterity  they  put  off’  their  own 
anger,  under  the  name  of  zeal  for  God  ;  juft  as  the 
induftrious  tradefmen  of  Birmingham,  do  their  man 
ufaSure  for  the  coin  of  the  nation.  It  is  amazing 
to  think,  how  proteftant  minifters  can  luo-  in  the 
Almighty  into  both  fides  of  their  quarrel  ;  and  how 
they  would  make  the  world  believe,  that  their  caufe 
is  the  caufe  of  heaven,  and  that  they  have  got  author¬ 
ity  to  difpenfe  the  curfes  of  the  Moft  High.  Noth¬ 
ing  can  be  more  pleafing,  than  to  fee  menrf  wifdom 
and  religion,  vigoroufly  contending  for  their  own 
honour,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  making  the  publick 
believe,  they  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  Redeern- 
ci  s  glory.  And,  I  affure  you,  it  is  not  every  divine, 
even  of  great  parts,  who  takes  time  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  the  glory  of  God,  and  his  own  reputation. 

Next  to  this,  I  am  delighted  to  fee  men  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  religion,  bickering  each  other  about  fubjefts, 
which  the  greateft  of  all  the  apoftles  would  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  pry  into.  But  we  have  divines  fo  expert, 
that  they  underftand  what  never  was  revealed  ;  and 
fo  zealous,  that  they  will  oblige  others  to  have  the 
fame  degree  of  intelligence  with  themfelves,  under 
pain  of  their  implacable  difpleafure  ;  and  yet  they 
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are  the  true  miniftersof  the  meek  and  loving  Saviour. 
But  a  very  few  are  to  be  met  with,  who  have  humil¬ 
ity  enou-h  to  fubmit  to  the  fimplicity  of  icnpture. 
However,  coufm,  although  I  love  to  fe.  forth  „w 
own  powerful  influence,  I  would  not  willingly  pre¬ 
vent  your  proceeding  with  your  (lory.  Mean  while, 
j  Want  you  to  be  more  explicit,  with  regard  to  your 
company  of  letter  venders.  Do  you  mean  by  them 

printers  in  general  ?  . 

Avar.  No,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  mean,  neither  all 

the  bookfellers  nor  printers.  Printing  has  been  to 
mankind  one  of  the  greateft  of  all  temporal  bleffings, 
and  will,  I  much  fear,  be  the  total  ruin  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  darknefs  ;  as  wherever  the  freedom  of  the 
prefs  is  fuffered,  it  carries  reformation  along  with  it. 
But,  amongft  thofe  concerned  in  literary  affairs,  there 
are  many  villanous  people  who,  when  their  trade 
runs  low,  take  up  with  printing  corrupting  novels, 
fuch  as  the  Memoirs  of  a  Woman  of  Pleafure  ;  blas¬ 
phemous  plays,  fuch  as  Sammy  Foot’s  Minor  ;  fchif- 
matick  harangues,  like  the  greater  part  of  political 
elfays  ;  vain  difputes  about  things  of  trivial  import, 
&c.  all  fuch,  and  many  fuch  there  be,  we  rank  with 


<he  falfe  publifliers,  becaufe  truth  and  falfehood  are, 
with  them,  of  equal  value,  and  their  choice  is  fixed 
bv  what  will  ferve  a  prefent  turn.  The  pa.riotick 
alderman  is  a  leading  man  in  this  learned  company. 

Pie  has  not  learned  fo  little  by  the  gift  of  fecond 

; 

imht,  which  he  has  had  from  his  cradle,  as  not  to 
know,  that  more  than  truth  is  mdifpeniably  necefiary, 
to  fupport  fome  particular  perfonal  chara&ers.  Be- 

fides,  there  are  others,  who  will  fell  both  foul  and 

body 
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boc:y  to  the  father  of  lies,  in  defence  of  fome  partic- 
u  ar  Hate  ;  and  others,  to  ruin  fome  publick  charac¬ 
ter.  The  celebrated  Mr.  Maubert,  of  BrulTels,  is  a 
great  man  in  this  way. 


Free  of  this  company,  are  another  fet  of  men,  im¬ 
placable  enemies  to  honeft  induftry,  who  live  alto¬ 
gether  by  their  wit  ;  appear  in  all  lhapes  and  char¬ 
acters,  and  Hick  at  nothing  to  get  money.  Although 
thefe  people  have  nothing  but  grimace  to 
(through  a  folly,  formerly  almoft  peculiar  to  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  but  now  diffufing  itfelf  every  where)  they 
have,  for  fix  months  in  the  year,  a  very  plentiful 
market ;  and  many,  who  would  fuffer  the  miferable 
to  perilh  unrelieved  at  their  gates,  will  liberally  con¬ 
tribute  to  fupport  the  luxury  and  liberdnifm  of  the 
players.  In  the  days  of  yore,  the  devil  Proteus  was, 
but  now  David  Garrick,  Efq.  is,  their  foreman  ;  a 

fall  friend  to  our  government,  and  a  faithful  difciple 
of  careful  Avaro. 


Disc.  I  think  you  mull  be  miltaken  now,  coufin  ; 
for  the  end  of  all  theatrical  entertainments,  which  I 
perceive  you  have  in  view,  is  the  expofing  of  vice 
and  reformation  of  manners  :  Confequently,  their 
defign  was  originally  religious. 

Avar.  I  allow,  that  in  the  darknefs  of  paganifm, 
the  ancients  had  a  religious  defign,  in  exhibitions  of 
the  ftage  ;  but  what  of  that  ?  They  had  likewife  a 
religious  defign,  in  palling  their  children  through  the 
.  fire  to  the  devil  Moloch.  I  allow,  farther,  that  in 
the  days  of  monkilh  ignorance,  thofe  blinking  priells 
made  ufe  of  the  llage  to  convey  their  inllruClions  ; 
but  then  it  ought  to  be  obferved.  that  the  fame  fa¬ 


thers 


Dial.  18.]  ©f  DEVILS.  897 

thers  were  equally  pious  and  devout,  in  perfecting 
the  beft  of  men.  So  then,  coufm,  the  one  is  as  much 
authorifed  by  ancient  praQice  as  the  other.  Indeed,- 
when  you  confider  that  the  ftage  is  peopled  by  ex¬ 
travagant,  fpend-thrift  gentlemen,  broken  tradefmen, 
and  lazy  mechanicks,  who  always  were  avowed  enemies 
to  moral  integrity,  they  will  appear  to  be  a  very 
unpromifing  race  of  reformers. 

Should  you  follow  them  from  the  ftage  to  their 
lodgings,  and  trace  their  fteps  through  the  lanes  of 
private  life,  you  would  foon  be  convinced,  that  Sir 
John  Fielding’s  runners  bid  much  more  fair  than 
they,  for  reforming  the  manners  of  the  people.  And 
you  know,  the  faid  runners  have  never  as  yet  been 
confidered  as  the  moft  refpe&able  chara&ers.  Sure¬ 
ly,  it  mull  be  thought  requifite  in  thofe  who  fet  up,- 
for  reformers  of  others,  that,  in  fome  tolerable  de¬ 
gree,  they  fhould  moralize  themfelves. 

D  1  sc.  I  know  it,  coufin  ;  and  I  thwarted  you  on 
purpofe,  to  fee  how  you  could  juftify  your  claim  up¬ 
on  the  gentry  of  the  ftage  ;  and  mull  confefs  yotr 
have  done  it  to  my  fatisfaftion.  I  am  highly  pleafed 
with  the  entertainments  of  the  theatre  myfeif,  and 
am  greatly  delighted  to  fee  gentlemen  and  ladies 
crowd  to  them.  Gentry,  who  would  worfhip  God, 
in  neither  church  nor  meeting-houfe,  can  be  devout 
enough  to  attend  the  theatres,  in  Covent-Garden,  and 
the  Hay-Market.  It  is  truly  pleafing  to  fee  gentle¬ 
men  and  ladies,  who  .cannot  poflibly  find  money  to 
pay  off  their  tradefmen’s  bills,  find  plenty  of  cafli  to 
purchafe  play-houfe  and  pantheon  tickets. 

In  fib. 
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lx  fid.  As  we  came  along,  coulm  DifconJans, 
you  mentioned  fome  fport  you  lately  had  with  twa 
female  companions  :  Pray,  what  of  them  ? 


Disc.  You  muft  know,  Leonora  and  Matilda  have 
been  intimate  from  their  infancy  ;  and,  as  fuch,  con¬ 
tinued  their  friendfhip  even  to  mature  life  :  But, 
when  both  became  wives  and  mothers,  I  taught  them 
to  behave  more  inconfifiently  than  they  did  when 
they  were  children.  Matilda,  being  quite  fatigued 
with  domeftick  concerns,  to  attention  to  which  her 


mind  is  not  very  happily  turned,  refolved,  one  day, 
to  fpend  an  afternoon  with  her  friend  Leonora. 
W  hen  fhe  went,  fhe  found  her  exceedingly  depreft 
and  hyfterical,  by  no  means  in  a  talkative  humour  j 
a  circumftance  which  frequently  happens  to  the  la¬ 
dies  of  middle  rank,  ever  fince  luxury  and  idlenefs 
became  fo  prevalent  amongft  them. 


Matilda,  not  being  fufficiently  {killed  in  phyfiogn- 
omy,  to  read  the  fentiments  of  the  heart  by  the  po- 
fition  of  the  features  of  the  countenance,  was  led  in¬ 
to  a  miftake,  which  proved  fatal  to  their  friendlhip. 
She  difcovered,  or  thought  Ihe  difcovered,  an  unu- 
fual  and  unexpeQed  lhynefs  run  through  every  part 
of  Leonora’s  condufi  ;  which  difcovery  proved  na 
flight  mortification  to  her  own  fenfibility.  Said  fhe 
to  herfelf,  “  Well,  Leonora,  !  perceive*  notwithftand- 
ing  all  your  formal  civility,  that  my  company  is  not 
the  object  of  your  prefent  defire.  I  wifli  I  had  been 
aware  of  it  in  time  !  Then,  I  affure  you,  my  pref¬ 
ence  fhould  not  have  drawn  a  cloud  over  that  fettled 
countenance  of  yours.  But,  indeed,  madam,  let 
my  company  be  ever  fo  difagreeable  to  you,  yours, 


I  affure 
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I  affure  you,  is  now  very  little  moie  piealant  to 
Hie.” 

Whillt  fhe  was  meditating  fome  plaufible  pretext 
for  withdrawing,  the  tea  was  unhappily  brought  in, 
which  precluded  her  removal  for  a  little  while  longer. 
Thus  contained  by  decency  to  flay,  her  glowing  re- 
fentment  of  the  fuppofed  flight,  forbid  her  to  tafle  a 
morfel  of  the  toaft,  or  to  drink  above  two  difhes  of 
tea.  Having  finilhed,  Ihe  pretended  lhe  muft  retire 
on  fome  urgent  bufinefs,  which  had  juft  occured  to 
her  mind  ;  (for  ladies  will  lie  to  ferve  a  turn  ;)  and 
after  a  dry  compliment  or  two  fhe  went  off,  fully  re- 
folved  never  to  return. 

As  fhe  went  along  the  ftreets,  her  wounded  heart 
boiled  with  a  thoufand  cogitations,  how,  or  when^ 
fhe  had  offended  Leonora.  “  What  have  I  done, 
or  faid,  thatfhould  have  given  her  umbrage  ?  I  know 
of  nothing  :  And  therefore  I  care  not  for  her  anger. 
If  people  will  be  fo  odd  in  their  temper,  they  muft 
even  come  to  themfelves  at  their  leifure.  And  fo 
your  fervant,  Leonora.” 

Infid.  That  was  a  vifit  more  innocent  than  many 
I  have  known  ;  for  I  hear  nothing  of  {lander,  or  def¬ 
amation  of  abfent  charafters,  carried  on  in  it,  which 
very  rarely  happens  to  be  neglecled  in  female  vifits* 

Disc.  True,  Sir,  but  the  matter  did  not  end  here. 
Poor  Matilda,  being  unable  to  bear  the  conceived 
flight,  made  free  to  call  on  Letitia,  on  her  way  home, 
that  fhe  might  give  a  little  vent  to  her  turbulent 
paffions.  Letitia,  being  as  deftitute  of  innate  ideas, 
as  fhe  is  of  fidelity,  readily  liflcned  to  the  plaintive 
account^  how  Matilda  had  been  ferved  ;  without  hes¬ 
itation 
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itation  approved  her  departure,  kindly  fanned  the' 
flame  of  refentment,  and,  at  laft,  advifed  her  to  let 
-Leonora  come  to  herfelf  when  fhe  fhould  find  it  con¬ 
venient. 

Matilda  had  not  been  long  gone,  before  Letitia, 
■who  burned  with  impatience  to  have  a  little  tittle-tat¬ 
tle,  went  to  Leonora,  and  fet  mifchief  abroach  with 
her  alfo.  She  told  her  all  the  former  had  faid  of 
her,  and  happily  gave  it  fuch  a  turn,  as  to  render  it 
very  offenfive,  notwithstanding  fhe  kept  ftrifitly  to 
the  letter  of  truth.  Some  people  are  remarkably 
happy  in  talents  of  this  kind  :  By  their  manner  of 
reprefentation,  they  can  turn  things  quite  from  their 
natural  appearance,  as  I  may  perhaps  fhew  you  in 
fome  future  conference.  Leonora  could  not  but 
think  herfelf  very  ill  ufed,  and  refolved,  weakly  as 
file  was,  that  fhe  would  be  a  Have  to  nobody’s  tem¬ 
per. 

When  Matilda  and  Leonora  met  next  time,  being, 
prepoffeft  with  mutual  difguft,  their  compliments  were 
dry  and  ftarched  ;  and  each  fecretly  Warned  the  in¬ 
difference  of  the  other.  By  this  time,  I  furnifhed 
each  of  them  with  a  telefcope,  by  which  they  might 
thoroughly  examine  each  other’s  conduft,  and  fo  re¬ 
ciprocally  drift  is  their  mutual  watch,  that  nothing 
can  efcape  them.  Thus,  from  the  fmalleft  beginning,, 
founded  too  in  mifunderftanding,  I  raifed  perpetual 
difguft  and  enmity.  Abfurd  and  ridiculous  as  this  is, 

I  could  point  you  out  a  thoufand  differences,  fprung 
from  incidents  equally  frivolous  and  unimportant. 
Indeed,  if  Freedom  and  Submiffion  keep  at  a  dif- 
tance,  I  can  blow  up  a  flame  of  contention  the  mod 

violent, 
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Violent,  from  the  fmalleft'matters  imaginable.  And* 
I  thank  my  ftars,  Meffrs.  Freedom  and  Submiflion  are 
in  no  great  efteem  with  mankind.  But,  wherever 
they  come,  they  deftroy  my  feeds,  and  effe£tually  e.x- 
tinguifh  my  flames,  for  they  are  irrefiftible  peace 

makers. 

Fast.  It  is  I,  even  I,  my  fon,  who  have  brought 
thofe  gentlemen  into  difrepute.  I  perfuade  people^ 
it  is  beneath  them  to  fubmit  to  their  equals,  how 
much  foever  they  have  been  in  the  wrong.  I  have, 
ere  now,  perfuaded  one  man  to  do  all  he  could,  to 
min  the  reputation  of  his  neighbour,  in  order  to  ef- 
tablifh  his  own,  when  he  found  it  in  a  tottering  con¬ 
dition  ;  and  that  too  amongft  thole  who  take  them- 
felves  to  be  more  righteous  than  others. 

Disc.  I  have  great  pleafure,  fometimes,  in  mak- 
parents  become  the  inllruments  ol  their  childiens 
jruin.  Or,  as  fome  people  lay,  to  kill  them  with  kind" 
nefs.  I  make  it  my  bufmefs  to  prejudice  aimoft  ev¬ 
ery  parent,  fo  far  in  favour  of  his  children,  that  eveiy 
one  confiders  his  own,  as  the  molt  witty  and  aflive  ; 
or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  good  woman,  concerning 
her  fon  of  two  years  old,  the  moll  manly  of  any  child 
in  the  neighbourhood,  even  as  the  crow  conceives 
her  own,  to  be  fairer  than  all  the  children  of  the 
feathered  people. 

I  fhall  trouble  you  but  with  one  inhancc,  out  of 
the  millions  I  might  produce.  Little  mailer  Jacky, 
Was  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  children,  whofe  aimoll 
every  action  was  out  of  the  common  way,  the  won¬ 
der  and  admiration  of  his  aftonilhed  parents.  Jacky 
m lift  not  be  chid,  when  he  pinched,  bit*  or  fcratched 

B  b  : 


4° 2  DIALOGUES  [Dial:  a  fc 

Kis  nurfe,  but  mud  have  his  own  pretty  little  humour ; 
Jt  was  even  pleafing  to  fee  his  lovely  fid  darted  into 
his  parents’  faces.  So,  you  may  be  fure,  the  child 
mud  not  be  buffered  to  cry  upon  any  account,  but 
mud  always  be  indulged  in  whatever  he  wanted'. 
•Thus  this  extraordinary  child,  in  whom,  however, 
none  befides  his  parent's  could  fee  any  thing  out  of 
the  common  way,  notwithdanding  every  vifiter  was 
plagued  with  the  hidory  of  his  wonderful  feats,  upon 
which  his  parents  dwelt  with  raptures.  I  fay,  Tacky 
found  himfelf  mader  of  the  whole  family  ;  he  a£ted 
accordingly,  and  took  his  own  way  in  every  partiC'* 
tllar. 

By  thefe  means  his  tempers  gained  ftrength,  fo 
that  they  became  habitual,  not  to  be  broken  by  or¬ 
dinary  means. 

When  he  got  a  few  more  years  over  his  head,  did 
growing  in  his  humour,  the  poor  parents  began  to 
fee  and  lament  the  errors  of  their  former  condufh 
Too  late,  mader  Jacky  being  now  in  breeches,  and 
grown  a  great  boy,  will  not  readily  give  back  that 
dominion  they  were  pleafed  to  put  into  bis  hands, 
when  but  in  petticoats.  He  thinks  it  very  hard'  he 
ihould  not  choofe  for  himfelf  now  he  is  ten,  as  well 
as  when  he  was  but-  three  years  old  ;  rightly  judging, 
that  he  was  not  more  wife  then  than  he  is  now;  and  if 
they  thought  him  fit  to  be  all  their  maders  then,  he 
is  flire  that  by  this  time  he  is  much  more  fit  to  gov¬ 
ern. 

Apprehenfive  now  of  the  ruin  of  his  fon,  the  fa¬ 
ther  exhibits  exhortations,  injunctions,  reproofs*  and 
threatenings.  with  great  feverity.  In  vain,  for  not 

being 
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being  bended  whilft  tender  and  maleable,  maftert 
tempers  are  not  now  to  be  turned  out  of  their  native 
channel.  As,  in  former  times,  I  plied  the  parents, 
in  prejudice  of  their  darling,  it  Was  now  time  to  ply 
him  alfo  in  his  turn.  I  furnifhed  him  with  a  pair  of 
glafles,  and  dire&ed  him  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  and 
now  the  youth  began  to  reafon  upon  his  father’s  con- 

duff.  .  5 

«  What  a  change  is  this,  come  to  my  father  ?  Once 

he  was  fomething  like  good  natured,  but  now  he  is 
the  mod  felf-willed  arid  rigorous  man  in  the  world. 
Surely  no  reafonable  perfon  would  impofe  fuch  laws 
Upon  his  children,  as  he  does  on  me  ;  laws,  fuch  as 
nobody  of  any  fpirit  would  fubmit  to.  I  was  former¬ 
ly  his  ptetty  lad,  his  godd  boy,  and  every  thing  I  did 
was  right.  Times  are  firangely  changed  ;  for  now  I 
can  do  nothing  to  pleafe  him.  I  could  have  had 
what  I  would,  and  gone  where  I  pleafed  ;  but  now, 
I  am  perplexed  With  warm  exhortations,  which  I  heat 
linreafonably  frequent  ;  and  can  go  no  where,  with¬ 
out  his1  lea^e,  as  if  I  had  not  mote  fenfe  now  than 
when  I  was  little.  His  reproofs  are  too  harfh  ;  I 
hear  of  nothing  but  my  ftubbomnefs  and  wickednefs  ; 
of  his  and  my  mother’s  forrow  ;  and  of  breaking  their 
hearts  on  my  account.  I  fhould  break,  none  of  their 
hearts,  1  alfure  them,  if  they  would  let  me  alone. 

u  Cannot  my  father  and  mother  grieve  for  them- 
{elves,  and  not  teaze  me  about  their  trouble  ?  I  am 
no  worfe  than  my  neighbours  ;  though,  by  their  ac¬ 
count,  I  might  be  the  wickedeft  wretch  that  ever  liv¬ 
ed.  It  is  not  enough  that  I  muft  go  to  church  on 
holidays,  but  we  muft  have  leSurcs  on  divinity  at 
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Home  ;  and  for  me,  I  am  roundly  told,  that  if  I  go! 
on  as  I  do,  I  muft  certainly  perifh.  Yes,  I  muft 
even  be  damned  and  go  to  hell.  Old  people  are 
furely  very  conceited  ;  I  will  warrant  me  they  think 
they  are  fo  very  good,  they  are  fure  to  go  to  heaven. 
It  is  a  brave  thing  to  have  a  good  opinion  of  one’s- 
feif,  which  furely  muft  be  their  cafe,  or  they  would 
never  plague  me  thus  with  their  repeated  JeQures. 
Well,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  not  fo  vain,  and  yet  I 
think  X  am  in  no  greater  danger  than  they  are. 
When  they  were  young,  I  dar-e  fay,  they  loved  pleaf- 
ure  as  well  as  me  ;  but  now  they  get  old  and  cannot 
felilh  it  themfelves,  they  would  abfurdly  refttain  me 
from  iti  Reafonable  parents  ought  not  to  form  their 
commands  upon  what  they  now  are,  but  what  they 
were  when  of  my  age.  But  I-  am  determined  to  fub- 
tnit  to  no  fuch  government.  I  will  even  take  my 
pleafure  whilft  I  can  have  it,  and  let  them  grieve  on, 
if  they  choofe.” 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I'  perfuade  many  to  lay  tip  fu¬ 
ture  affli&ions  for  themfelves,  in  the  early  ruin  of 
their  children,  by  over  indulgence.  I  fay  early  ruin 
for,  if  little  mailer  is  not  taught  to  fubmit-  to  govern¬ 
ment  whilft  in  petticoats,  it  is  much  if  he  ever  learns 
fiibmiffion  after  he  is  in  breeches..  He  who  always 
had  his  own  way  when  but  an  infant,  will  take  it  very 
ill  to  be  reftrained  when  he  rifes  towards  manhood.* 
Yet  fome,  yea  many  parents,  will  let  their  children 
do  as  they  pleafe,  whilft  but  little,  and  increafe  in 
their  ftriftnefs  as  they  advance  in  years,  fo  that  they 
lecorae  mutual  affiiftions  to  each  other.  In  man¬ 
hood. 


9  Vide  Locke  on  Eductions* 
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hood,  you  know,  children  fhould  be  ufed  by  their 
parents  as  friends  and  confidents,  lnitcad  of  being 
kept  at  an  awful  diftance.  Yet  thofe  very  parents, 
who  have  laid  the  foundation  of  their  Tons  rum,  by 
early  indulgence  in  his  infancy,  very  often  complete 
jt  by  unfeafonable  Itridnefs  over  him,  when  lie  is 
verging  towards  man’s  cttate.  You  know,  parents 
•fhould  always  ad,  fo  as  that  their  company  lhafi  nev¬ 
er  be  burdenfome  to  their  children.  But  l  &all  be¬ 
come  moralift  il  I  go  on  thus. 

Imp.  Many  fuch  youths  as  mailer  jacky  fall  into 

my  hands.  If  once  they  can,  by  any  means,  be 
•brought  to  defpife  reproof,  I  reckon  myfelt  quite 
fure  of  them  ;  and  when  they  come,  I  commonly 
.employ  them  in  my  deepelt  mines. 

In  fid.  It  is  always  a  hopeful  fign,  w-hen  the  heart 
is  hardened  againft  reproof.  If  a  young  one  can  be 
brought  to  defpife  the  commands,  reproofs,  and  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  parents,  he  bids  fair  for  being  one  of  the 
devil’s  companions  for  ever  ;  and, .indeed,  nothing  but 
the  grace  of  God  can  prevent  it.  It  is  very  agreea¬ 
ble  to  us  to  fee  how  happily  fuccefsful  our  -influen¬ 
ces  are  over  mankind,  elpecially  in  Britain.  1  here, 
many  parents  bring  up  their  children,  juft  as  if  they 
•defigned  them  purpofely  far  the  devil.  I  have  great 
hopes  of  the  next  generation,  gentlemen. 

Disc.  I  make  myfelf  very  merry  v.dth  the  ladies, 
an  another  way,  which  alfo  turns  eventually  to  everlaft- 
•  ang  feparation.  I  join  a  little  knot  of  them  together  fo 
dofelyfora  time. that  they  cannot  befeparated,norbear 
4o  be  afunder  for  a  day  together.  I  prejudice  them 
fo  ftrongly  for  a  while  in  each  other’s  favour,  that  they 
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fhew  a  manifeft  flight  to  thofe  who  arc  not  happy 
enough  to  be  admitted  into  their  fociety.  Family 
neceffity,  and  every  domefiick  duty,  muft  give  place 
to  their  firm  attachment  to  one  another.  When  they 
get  together  for  a  little  chit-chat,  they  are  as  happy 
as  the  birds  iq  May  ;  not  only  examine  every  abfent 
chara&er,  within  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance,  and 
report  to  each  other  all  the  evil  they  know  of  their 
own  fex  ;  but  each  dwells  feverally  upon  the  excel¬ 
lencies  or  failings  of  her  hufband  }  who  is,  at  on§ 
time,  the  bell  of  men,  at  another  time  the  worft,  juft 
as  her  ladyfhip  happens  to  be  in  a  good  or  bad  hu¬ 
mour  with  him.  Thus  they  go  on,  until  every  one 
Is  fully  acquainted  with  the  family  affairs  of  the  reft, 
?nd  thus  they  bring  themfelves  into  the  power  of  one 
another.  This  is  the  zenith  of  that  bappinefs  to 
which  I  aim  to  bring  them  ;  for*  even  the  devil  will 
give  prefent  happinefs,  in  order  to  introduce  future 
pain  and  forrow  :  And  I  affure  you  I  am  too  much 
akin  to  my  worthy  grandfather,  to  fuffer  that  felicity 
to  go  long  uninterrupted. 

firft,  I  fow  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  amongft  them  ;  fays 
Chloe,  cs  Delia  feems  more  attached  to  Phillis  than  to 
myfelf  or  Lucia  ;  Portia  is  never  happy  but  when 
her  and  Arabella  are  together”  And  fo,  round  the 
whole  club,  the  fpirit  of  jealoufy  happily  operates,  and 
gathers  ftrength  by  every  day’s  duration. 

It  is  not  to  be  thought  that  a  whole  fociety,  who 
can  cordially  join  in  picking  holes,  according  to  the 
old  proverb,  in  their  neighbour’s  clothes,  can  long  re¬ 
frain  from  doing  as  much  for  one  another.  Now  they 
begin  to  meetj  two  and  two;  according  to  their  var^ 
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ous  attachments,  and  thofe  two  who  happen  to  meet 
together,  regale  theinfelves  with  a  very  plcalant  con- 
verfation,  about  the  faults  and  weakness  oi  thole 
who  are  abfent,  and  thus  round  the  whole  focicty, 
tliey  ferve  one  another.  By  and  by  it  is  whifpered 
what  Chloe  faid  at  fuch  a  place  about  Phillis  ;  what 
Lucia  faid  of  Arabella,  &c.  until  I  blow  them  all  up 
in  a  pleafing  flame  of  refentment ;  and  every  one 
fays  the  world  fhe  knows  -of  her  neighbour,  which 
commonly  is  a  great  deal.  Out  come  perfonal  faults 
along  with  family  affairs,  and  an  hundred  etceteras, 
and  thofe  very  ladies  fit  down,  juft  as  the  devil  would 
have  them,  in  implacable  hatred  to  each  other. 

In  fid.  I  pray,  what  do  you  finite  at,  Avaro  ? 

Avar.  I  was  thinking  on  an  encounter  I  had  with 
the  devil  Lunatio,  whom  I  accidentally  met  la  ft  night, 
with  his  hair  Handing  upright,  and  his  eyes  flaming 

with  madnefs. 

Fast.  And  pray,  where  had  that  madbrained  devil 
been  ?  What  account  could  he  give  of  himlelf  ? 

Avar.  He  was  quite  fnappilh  with  me,  and  run 
on  in  his  difcourfe,  as  if  he  had  been  very  angry. 
There,  faid  he,  is  my  father  Infidclis,  there  is  uncle 
Faftofus,  they  reign  uncontrolled  over  the  greateft 
part  of  mankind  ;  they  are  careffed,  even  adored,  by 
the  raoft  refpectable  characters  in  both  church  and 
ftate.  You,  yourfelf,  groveling  as  you  are,  reign  an 
abfolute  monarch  in  the  will  and  alfedions  of  many 
eminent  perfonages  ;  but  I  am  hackneyed  by  the 
bafeft,  and  when  I  have  done,  am  denied  the  honour 
pf  my  labours,  and  people  are  taught  to  believe  that 
i  reign  only  over  the  bedlams,  and  other  mad-houfes 
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of  the  world  Whereas,  I  could  make  it  appear  to 
all  the  infernal  divan,  that  there  are  people  who  go 
about  at  large,  and  are  deemed  in  their  perfect  fenf- 
es,  more  mad  than  any  in  bedlam. 

Well  then,  faid  I,  brother  fiend,  flop,  and  give  me 
a  fober  account  of  your  proceedings,  and  I  affure 
you  I  ffiall  give  you  all  due  acknowledgment. 

Lun.  I  have,  replied  he  abruptly,  a  great  deal  of 
bufinefs  among  flatefmen,  to  drive  people  to  their 
levees,  which  they  dearly  love  to  have  crowded,  and 
which  never  could  be  without  my  affiftance  :  For 
who  would  attend  the  levee  of  my  lord  Superbo,  or 
of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Parkland,  unlefs  he  firft 
turned  fool  ?  Would  any  man  feed  on  the  promife 
of  a  courtier,  if  he  were  not  mad  ?  The  dinner  of  the 
camelion  is  as  weighty  as  the  promifq  of  the  greateft 
ftatefman,  were  it  even  confirmed  by  a  fmile  of  the 
countenance  and  a  grafp  of  the  hand  ;  for  it  all  means 
no  more,  than  “  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  thicken  my 
levee.”  There  is  never  a  levee  day  bvtt  I  am  oblig¬ 
ed  to  befiir  myfelf  to  drive  the  fools  together. 

If  the  premier,  or  the  head  man  of  any  department, 
finds  himfelf  on  the  decline,  and  that  he  fliall,  without 
fome  good  affiftance,  be  obliged  to  refign  ;  i.  e.  be 
turned  out  of  his  place  ;  I  am  befeeched  to  procure 
fome  verbofe,  intrepid  fcribbler,  to  cry  up  his  abili¬ 
ties  and  proceedings,  as  much  fuperiour  to  thofe  of 
all  his  predeceftbrs,  for  time  immemorial.  But  a 
man  mull  firft  be  reduced  to  a  ftateof  lunacy,  before 
he  will  venture  on  a  work  fo  difficult,  and  which  is 
likely  to  be  but  very  ill  rewarded.  In  the  firft  place, 
$ie  is  likely  to  have  truth  and  faft  to  overturn,  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  the  end  can  be  obtained  ;  and  thefe,  you  know, 
are  ftubborn  and  obftinate.  In  the  lecond  place,  it 
teis  happy  enough  to  fucceed,  and  fets  down  his 
patron  firmly  in  his  chair  again,  he  is  loon  made  to 
Bnderftand  that  his  fervice  has  done  him  little  or  no 
good  ;  he  is  thanked  for  his  good  intention  ;  but  is 
given  to  know,  that  things  would  have  been  juft  as 
they  are,  if  no  defence  at  all  had  been  made.  If  his 
patron  is  turned  out,  the  fcribbler  is  blamed  for  hav¬ 
ing  omitted  fomething  which  might  have  been  of 
fervice,  inftead  of  being  rewarded  for  what  he  has 
done.  So  that,  at  all  events,  he  mull  come  off  lofer ; 
and  therefore  none  but  a  madman  will  venture  on  the 

undertaking. 

The  lawyers,  alfo,  would,  but  for  my  influences, 
be  obliged  to  drive  teams  or  follow  ploughs  ;  for 
who  but  madmen  would  ever  find  them  employment? 
But,  in  confequence  of  their  firm  attachment  to  our 
government,  I  perfuade  fome  to  expofe  themfelves 
by  flownefs  of  payment  of  their  juft  debts,  to  the 
fangs  of  the  lawyers  ;  others,  to  quarrel  about  trifles, 
and  refer  the  matters  to  them  for  decifion.  Some¬ 
times  I  advife  a  father  to  leave  his  daughter  under 
the  guardianfhip  of  an  attorney,  or  an  uncle  to  leave 
his  eftate  to  his  minor  nephew,  under  the  care  and 
infpeftion  of  a  counfellor  ;  either  of  which  is  likely 
to  be  a  lucrative  job  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  law. 
You  know  very  well,  continued  he,  that  none  but 
madmen  will  ever  refer  their  differences  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  whilft  there  are  three  hon- 
men  to  be  met  with  in  the  nation  ;  nor  will  any 
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man,  in  his  right  mind,  ever  leave  an  attorney  exec, 
utor  to  his  will. 

There  are  abundance  of  people,  who  live  above 
their  revenues,  and  others  Hill  who  have  abundance, 
but  dare  not  make  ufe  of  it,  dare  fcarcely  allow 
themfelves  the  common  neceffaries  of  life,  for  fear  of 
future  poverty.  I  have  known  a  lady  of  fixty,  pof- 
felfed  of  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  ac¬ 
tually  afraid  of  dying  for  want.  Thofe  gentry  are  all 
under  my  dominion.  Befides,  a  very  great  lhare  of 
my  influence  refts  on  many  others,  who  are  grievouf- 
ly  oppreffed  with  troubles  which  never  happen.  Some 
are  fo  remarkably  ingenious,  as  to  apprehend  diffi¬ 
culties  for  themfelves  and  offspring,  for  a  great  ma. 

ny  yeais  to  come,  as  if  the  evil  of  the  day  were  not 
fufficient  of  itfelf. 

Stop,  Lunatio,  faid  I,  there  you  touch  me  fenfibly, 

I  will  not  thus  give  up  my  careful  fubjeas.  True, 
replied  he  ;  but  you  and  I  may  play  into  one  anoth¬ 
er  s  hands.  And,  although  I  allow  them  to  be  yours, 
it  is  eafy  to  fee  abundance  of  madnefs  in  their  difpo- 
fition  and  conduft.  What  wifdom,  I  pray  you,  is 
there  in  any  man’s  burdening  himfelf  today,  with 
what  may  or  may  not  happen  a  twelvemonth  hence  ? 
Lefs  ftill,  in  pretending  to  forefee  what  may  happen 
in  future  ;  feeing  all  future  events  are  locked  up  in 
the  counfel  of  the  eternal  mind. 

From  the  thinking  and  careful  people,  we  may  de- 
fcend  to  the  young  and  frolickfome,  who,  eager  to 
pry  into  the  cabinet  counfels  of  deftiny,  are  duped, 
by  daring  pretenders  to  foothfaying  and  palmiftry. 
As  if  a  defigning  gipfy,  or  any  other  deceiver,  could 

unriddle 


Dial.  18.]  or  D  E  V  I  L  S'..  4*V 

unriddle  futurity  by  the  liueature  of  the  hand.  There 
ought  to  be  places  provided  in  Bedlam,  for  all  the 
curious,  who  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  knowing  the 

contents  of  today. 

Wifdorp  will  always  wifli  futurity  to  lie  concealed, 
until  occurring  events  difclofe  the  rnyfleripus  page  , 
and  moral  goodnefs  will  never  wilh,  to  intrude  upon 
the  fecrets  of  the  Almighty  ;  but  reft  perfeblly  fatisfi¬ 
ed  with  what  is  revealed. 

I  would  alfo  have  a  place  provided,  either  in  Bed¬ 
lam,  or  St.  Luke’s,  for  all  who,  upon  fuftaining  lofs 
by  thieves,  or  otherwife,  have  recourfe  to  pretended 
aftrologers,  and  reputed  conjurers.  Every  body,  be¬ 
sides  fools,  knows  that  the  ftars  are  dumb,  and  can¬ 
not  fpeak,  or  that'  their  prophets  do  not  underftand 
the  language  of  the  luminaries.  Befides,  it  has  a 
frantick  look  to  fuppofe,  that  honeft  Jupiter  and  old. 
crabbed  Saturn,  with  their  lucid  brethren,  have  noth¬ 
ing  elfe  to  do  befides  Handing  centry  on  this  man’s 
horfes,  that  woman’s  clothes,  the  other  girl  s  box,  or 
{he  farmer’s  orchard.  Indeed,  if  the  ftars  have  any 
other  bufinefs  to  attend,  befides  watching  people's 
moveables,  they  may  happen  to  be  bufy,  when  certain 
robberies  are  committed  ;  and  therefore  cannot  give 
fuch  clear  accounts  of  matters,  as  their  petitioners 
might  with  for  ;  and,  I  think,  none  but  madmen 
would  fpend  their  money  upon  fuch  uncertainty. 

You  are  all  alike,  for  laying  claim  to  my  fubjeQs, 
fo  that  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of  my  own  opera¬ 
tions.  There  is  my  uncle  Faftofus,  who  will  fuller 
uobody  fo  much  as  to  fpeak  to  him,  unlels  he  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  jn  the  humour.  He  lays  claim  to  the 
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difcontented,  whom  I  could  prove,  by  a  thoufand 
arguments,  to  be  my  own  difciples.  Difcontent  gives 
an  emphafis  to  every  trouble,  and  aggravates  every 
pain.  Would  a  wife  man  then,  cordially  cherilh  any 
principle,  which  is  fure  to  be  the  bane  of  his  own 
happinefs,  if  cherifhed  ?  To  Bedlam,  I  fay,  with  all 
the  fretful  and  difcontented  !  Make  hafte,  provide 
cells  in  St.  .Luke  s,  for  ,all  who  are  uneafy  about  their 
countenance,  fhape  and  complexion  !  A  wife  man 
will  not  be  alhamed  of  external  defornpty,  any  more 
than  he  will  be  proud  of  his  comely  proportion.”  And 
yet  Lunatio  can  have  little  honour  afcribed  to  him. 

There  are  people  of  property,  who  fink  their  rents, 
fall  their  timber,  mortgage  their  eftates,  in  giving 
grand  entertainments  to  hungry  vifitants  and  hangers- 
on,  after  the  example  of  Timon  of  Athens,  in  order 
to  be  thought  generous  and  great.  Not  once  con- 
fidering,  that  the  neareft  way  to  efteem  is  ftill  to  pre» 
ferve  the  golden  cord  in  the  hand  of  the  owner.  Let  all 
be  once  Ipent,  the  infatiable  hangers-on,  who  crowd  the 
plenteous  table,  will  drop  off  like  leaves  in  autumn  j 
and  if  the  wretch  retains  the  loving  regard  of  Argus  his 
dog,  he  mull  expefit  no  more.  Away  with  the  fool  to 
Bedlam  !  He  ought  to  go  no  longer  without  lhackles. 

Parents  there  are,  fo  doatingly  fond  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  that  they  ftrip  themfelves  of  their  poffeflions, 
in  order  to  make  them  relpeQable  in  the  world,  long 
enough  before  their  own  lives  are  at  a  period  ;  leav¬ 
ing  their  future  fupport  to  the  good  nature  and  mer¬ 
cy  of  the  dear  boy  or  girl,  who,  it  is  thought,  are  fo 
well  difpofed,  as  to  be  incapable  of  ingratitude  to 
thofe  who  gave  them  being.  But,  let  the  dear  boy, 

or 
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or  girl,  once  get  fbe  parents’  eftate  into  their  power, 
«nd  they  will  give  them  occafion  enough  to  lament 
their  folly,  when  every  fhilling  received,  ihall  come 
with  a  very  intelligible  frown.  The  language  of 
Which,  to  the  parent,  is,  “  I  wifh  you  were  once  in 
your  grave.”  Such  parents  ought  to  be  provided 
for  at  the  publick  expenfe,  and  kept  in  fome  place  of 
Confinement,  like  other  lunaticks. 

Other  parents,  to  avoid  falling  into  that  error, 
Which  they  forefee  may  be  produQive  of  great  per- 
fbnal  inconvenience,  with  an  equal  degree  of  mad- 
ftefs  flee  into  the  oppofke  extreme.  They  can  find 
in  their  hearts  to  part  with  nothing  whffit  they  live  ; 
they  will  find  fome  plaufible  pretext  or  other,  for 
Which  they  will  retain-  the  foie  poffeffion  of  their  goods 
and  chattels  ;  rather  than  give  a  fuitable  meafure  of 
parental  afliftance,  will  fuffer  the  young  people  to 
begin  the  world,  under  all  poffible  difadvantages. 
Send  fuch  parents  to  Newgate,  I  fay  ;  for  they  are 
worfe  than  mad  ! 

You  do  me  injuftice  again,  Avaro,  in  claiming  the 
foie  power  £0  yourfelf,  over  parents,  who  will  opprefs 
their  fervants,  over-reach  their  neighbours,  grind  the 
faces  of  the  poor,  and  fell  their  fouls  to  the  devil,  in 
order  to  procure  fortunes  for  their  children.  This 
is  fo  far  from  anfwering  the  end  propofed,  in  gain¬ 
ing  the  love  and  efteem  of  the  young  people, 
that  it  has  quite  a  contrary  tendency.  The 
greater  the  eftate,  the  more  impatient  will  the  heir 
apparent  be,  to  be  put  into  quiet  pofleflion  for  him- 
felfi  The  more  there  is  depending  upon  the 
of  parent,  the  more  eager  will  children 


414  DIALOGUES  [Dial.  <8; 

be  to  have  him  out  of  the  way/  So  eager  have  fome 
been,  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  ufe  violence,  in 
oider  to  get  the  cumberfome  old  man  out  of  the 
world.  Deliver  them  up  to  me,  Avaro  ;  for  they 
are  all  the  children  of  madnefs.  Arid  yet  Lunatio 
is  deented  a  foolifh  devil,  and  a  fort  of  idleriefs. 

You  are  very  prone,  to  afcribe  to  chance  or  acci¬ 
dent,  and  other  fuch  chimerical  gentry,  works,  the 
honour  of  which  is  due  only  to  myfelf.  Aye,  you 
are  apt  to  conclude  that  there  is  even  no  madnefs  in 
religion.  Pride  arid  covetoufnefs  may  prevail  ever 
fo  ;  but  you  never  think  of  madnefs.  What  lefs 
than  madnefs  is  it  to  worfhip  a  wooden  Saviour,  ot 
a  jefus  Chrift  of  man’s  making  ?  To  adore  a  god, 
that  has  been  baked  in  an  oven  j  or  to  pretend  to 
eat  the  deity  ?  I  could  open  fuch  a  field  before  you, 
as  would  make  you  wonder  at  the  aboundings  of  re¬ 
ligious  madnefs. 

Go  with  me  to  the  chambers  of  the  fick,  and  fed 
the  works  of  madnefs  there  performed.  That  lady 
having  over  eaten  herfelf  at  dinner,  finding  her  ftom- 
ach  uneafy,  took  a  glafs  of  brandy  to  help  digeftion* 
after  that  another,  See.  until  fhe  is  now  very  ill  upon 
it.  The  phyfician  is  fent  for,  and,  after  feeling  her 
pulfe,  afks  her  a  pertinent  queflion  or  two,  as,  do 
you  feel  an  uneafiriefs  at  your  ftomach,  madam  ? 
D  oes  your  bead  ache,  madam  ?  Have  you  a  third 
upon  you,  madam  ?  You  were  taken  ill  after  dinner, 
were  you,  madam  ?”  He  preferibes  a  gentle  purga¬ 
tive  draught  or  two,  to  aflift  nature  to  throw  off  her 
load,  after  having  thus  learned  the  caufe  of  her  dif- 
order.  Now  there  is  an  infiance  of  a  three-fold  mad¬ 
nefs 
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ftefs  for  you.  In  the  firft  place,  although  the  food 
was  rich  and  delicious,  it  was  madnefs  to  cat,  after 
nature  faid  it  was  enough.  Secondly,  it  was  madnefs 
to  pour  fuch  a  quantity  of  ftrong  liquor,  into  a  Horn- 
ach  already  glutted.  And,  thirdly,  it  was  madnefs  to 
fend  for  a  phyfician,  feeing  fhe  would  be  well  enough 
by  tomorrow  noon,  by  which  time  nature,  unaffifted, 
might  have  ftruggled  from5  beneath  its  burden.  Shall 
1  never  have  due  honour  paid  to  my  operations  ? 

This  other  woman  before  you,  is  indeed  in  a  dan¬ 
gerous  fever  ;  but  fhe  will  have  no  affifiance.  It  is 
only  a  deep  cold  fhe  has  caught,  and  fhe  hopes  to 
get  better  in  a  day  or  two,  with  care  and  keeping 
warm.  By  and  by,  when  the  fymptoms  of  death  are 
actually  upon  her,  the  phyfician  muft  be  fent  for  in 
all  hafte.  And,  when  the  fever  alone,  is  more  than 
nature  can  fuftain,  fhe  muft  have  the  additional  tor¬ 
ment  of  fwallowing  medicines,  even  without  a  poffi- 
bility  of  their  being  of  the  leaft  fervice.  Is  there  no 
madnefs  in  this  cafe  ?  Is  it  not  madnefs  to  trifle  with 
a  difeafe  in  its  beginning,  the  only  time,  perhaps,  in 
which  medicine  can  afford  relief  ?  Is  it  not  equally 
madnefs  to  torment  the  fkk,  and  throw  money  away 
upon  the  do£tor,  when  the  difeafe  is  evidently  beyond 
a  remedy  ?  And  yet  you  would  exclude  me  from 
having  any  fhare  in  the  government  of  mankind. 

No,  Lunatio,  returned  I,  we  do  not  exclude  you. 
We  fhould  even  he  glad  to  have  a  full  account  of 
your  operations  in  fome  of  our  friendly  meetings. 

Lun.  I  could  give  you  fuch  an  account  as  would 
furprife  you  all,  might  the  honours  due  to  my  opera¬ 
tions  be  properly  acknowledged.  But  I  cannot  flay 

now, 
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now,  having  urgent  bufinefs  in  the  weft  end  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  metropolis. 

Pray,  coufin,  may  a  brother  fiend  be  acquainted 
with  it  ?  faid  I.  He  replied*  you  know,  that  almoft 
the  one  half  of  the  nation  is  in  a  ftarving  condition* 
and  are,  as  it  were,  on  the  tip  toe  of  rebellion.  Yet* 
in  a  very  great  ftrait,  how  to  aft.  They  think  it  hard 
to  farnilh  amidft  plenty  ;  to  die  of  hunger,  whilft  the 
barns  are  full  of  corn,  and  the  paftures  are  well  peo¬ 
pled  with  cattle  ;  whilft  their  governours  can  afford 
to  fpend  thoufands  at  a  horfe  race,  or  in  an  evening’s 
play.  On  the  other  hand,  they  think  it  hard  to  be 
fhot  at,  by  thofe  who  are  murderers  by  profeffion  j 
or  to  be  hung  up  at  Tyburn  for  feeking  ,to  procure 
bread  for  their  families. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  poor  wretches  are  railing  their 
voices  to  government,  befeeching  their  lawgivers,  to 
fpare  fo  much  time  from  their  own  pleafure  and 
amufement,  as  to  take  their  wretched  cafe  into  feri- 
ous  confi deration,  that  they  may  not  die  by  artificial 
famine.  What  I  aim  at  is,  to  perfuade  thofe  in  pow¬ 
er  to  treat  their  complaints  with  negleU,  and  them- 
felves,  as  clamorous,  uneafy,  and  turbulent  people. 
Inftead  of  redreffmg.  their  grievances,  to  threaten 
them  with  the  ftriQ  execution  of  the  laws  againft  ri¬ 
oters.  If  I  am  happy  enough  to  gain  this  point,  as  I 
think  I  {hall,  we  lhall  foon  fee  the  fpirit  of  madnefs 
raving  all  over  the  nation,  and  even  the  wife  will  be¬ 
come  fools. 

Oppreflion,  you  kn8w,  will  make  even  a  wife  man 
mad.  Therefore,  when  their  oppreffions  can  no  long¬ 
er  be  borne,  there  will  go  forth  a  fpirit  of  infurrec- 

tior\ 
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tion  among  the  people  ;  and  that  lhall  be  followed 
by  a  fpirit  of  murder,  until  all  the  riots  are  fufficient- 
1  y  quelled,  and  the  leading  infurgents  punifhed  by 
death  or  tranfportation.  Then  will  follow  a  fpirit  of 
emigration,  and  every  one,  almoft*  will  wilh  himfelf 
to  have  been  tranfported  at  the  expenfe  of  govern- 
ment.  At  this  very  time,  there  are  not  lefs  than  five 
hundred  thoufand  families*  who  are  kept  in  their  na¬ 
tive  country,  by  nothing  but  the  want  of  means  to 
get  cleverly  out  of  it.  Neighbouring  nations  will 
give  all  polfible  encouragement  to  the  poor  to  fettle 
with*them ;  every  opportunity  will  be  taken  to  crofs 
the  Atlantick,  until  the  nation  referred  to,  lhall  be¬ 
come  almoft,  if  not  quite  depopulated. 

Now,  the  madnefs  of  the  fcheme  lies  here.  The 
true  riches  of  a  nation  are  its  inhabitants  ;  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  great  depends  wholly  on  the  numbers 
of  thofe  in  inferiour  ftations.  In  proportion,  therefore, 
to  the  oppreflions  of  the  poor,  will  the  nation  decreafe 
in  its  ftrength;  Every  emigration  from  the  mother 
country,  will  either  increafe  the  number  of  colonifts, 
orftrengthenthehandsof  natural  enemies  >  of  courfe, 
the  negleft  of  the  prefent  complaints,  will  eventually 
be  the  entire  ruin  of  the  great  men  themfelves,  and 
the  tranflation  of  the  empire  to  another,  and  very  dif* 
tant  feat.  Yet,  after  all,  perhaps  it  will  be  alleged, 
that  Lunatio  hath  no  influence.  But  I  lhall  raife  my- 
felf  an  immortal  name,  upon  my  own  foundation.  I 
deign  no  more  converfe  with  a  groveling  fpirit.  A- 
dieu. 

In  fid.  This  fame  Lunatio  is  a  fpirit  active  enough, 
and  we  give  him  due  refpe£l  ;  but  he  is,  like  all  his 

C  c  difcioles. 
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difciples,  fixed  in  his  own  views,  and  there  is  no  giv¬ 
ing  him  proper  ideas  of  things.  I  fhould  b.e  glad,  ' 
faftofus,  to  hear  more  fully  what  you  were  faying  laft 
night  concerning  the  fadducees.  It  might  be  inform¬ 
ing  to  thefe  younger  devils. 

Fast.  You  know,  Sir,  they  \yere  a  fet  of  deifts, 

among  the  Jews,  who,  like  the  modern  deifts,  did  not 

-  \ 

believe,  that  there  are  any  angels,  good  or  bad,  or 
ihall  be  any  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  I  did  not 
only  perfuade  the  fcribes,  pharifees,  and  doftors  of 
the  law,  to  lay  afide  judgment,  mercy,  and  the  love 
of  God,  ip  order  to  eftablifli  their  own  traditions  ; 
but  wrought  upon  the  fadducees  to  prefer  their  own 
reafoning,  to  the  plainett  declarations  of  the  word  of 

i*  4  v 

revelation.  I  allured  them,  that  the  well  informed 

».  *  l«  *  .  1 

author  of  the  book  of  Job,  was  under  a  delulion, 
when  he  faid,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  44  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  I  fhall  hand  with  him  at  the 

y  •  «  «  -t  *  y  ,  •  1  <  *  “  i 

latter  day  upon  the  earth  ;  and  although  after  my 
fkin,  woi*ms  dellroy  this  body?  yet  in  the  flelh  I  fhall 
fee  God.”  I  perfuaded  them  alfo,  that  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  was  under  the  like  miftake,  when  he  foretold, 

.  c  •  .  i  V  .  - ^  • 

that  death  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  viQory  :  As  alfo 
Daniel,  who  alferted,  44  that  many,  who  then  flept  in 
the  dull,  fhall  awake,  fome  to  everlafting  life,  and 
fome  to  everlafting  difhonour.”  Thefe,  together  with 
the  teftimonies  of  all  the  prophets,  I  perfuaded  them 
to  rejefl,  merely  becaufe  they  could  not  comprehend 
them,  nor  account  for  it  how  the  dead  fhould  rife. 
This,  you  know,  is  the  very  reafon  why  modern  de¬ 
ifts  are  plealed,  under  the  fame  influence,  to  deny  the 
whole  fyftem  of  revealed  truth. 


Disc, 
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Disc.  I  have  often  fealted  my  mind,  on  the  pleai- 
jncr  profpeft  of  that  amazement  and  furprde,  which 
fhall  overtake  thofe  infidels,  when  the  avenues  of  im¬ 
mortality  fhall  open  before  them  ;  and  the  terrors  of 
an  incarnate,  a  defpifed  God  and  Saviour,  fhall  over¬ 
whelm  them  in  the  floods  of  horrid  defpair.  1  hen- 
pretended  virtue,  their  philofophick  fortitude,  their 
boafted  reafon,  will  fail  them,  when  they  fee,  to  their 
everlafting  confulion,  that  he  who  defpifeth  the  Son, 

defpifeth  alfo  the  Father  who  lent  him. 

Fast.  The  deift  is  my  faithful,  deluded,  difciple. 
Wherever  you  meet  with  a  man,  of  deiltical  princi¬ 
ples,  you  will  eafily  difeern  my  image  at  large  on  his 
forehead,  and  my  mark  on  his  right  hand.  Nothing 
but  pride  can  induce  a  man,  to  prefer  his  own  reafon 

to  the  dictates  of  facred  revelation. 

Faftofushere  Hopped, and  feeming  in  a  terrible  agita¬ 
tion,  thus addreffed his  brethren :  Let  us  flee, my  friends! 
Let  us  flee  !  For  yonder  comes  Michael,  the  arch¬ 
angel,  and  with  him  a  numerous  train, with  whom  we 
are  not  able  to  contend.  They  inllantly  took  wing, 
(hot  through  the  yielding  air,  and  I  faw  them  no 
more.  Nor  am  1  certain  if  I  fhall  ever  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  Aliening  to  their  friendly  conferences 
again  ;  but  if  1  Ihould,  as  is  not  irnpoffible,  the  pub- 
lick  may  expeQ.  to  hear  what  palles  among  them,  fo 
far  as  may  come  to  the  knowdedge  of  a  fincere  friend 

to  mankind. 

•  '  1  The  LISTENER. 
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